
by George Gramlich,  
News and Commentary

The Custer County Board 
of County Commissioners 

(BOCC) had two meetings on 
Wednesday, July 19, 2023. 
A workshop in the morning 
on reviewing the proposed 
Custer County Board of County 
Commissioners and County 
Manager Policy Manual and a 
second one at 2:39  p.m. to approve 
it. All three commissioners were at 
each meeting: Chair Kevin Day, 
and members Bill Canda and 
“Traitor” Tom Flower.

The morning meeting started at 9 
a.m. It was a workshop for review-
ing and amending the proposed 
CCBOCC/CM Policy Manual (the 
“Manual”). Finance and Human 
Resources (HR) Director, Braden 

Wilson, created the manual. He 
used Fremont County’s Manual 
as a starting point and then spent  
a lot of time modifying it.  
(Remember, Wilson is also apply-
ing for the job.)

The Manual was then reviewed, 
page by page with the com-
missioners making a fair amount 
of changes. (IT did a good job 
of actually placing the pages on 
the Youtube screen as they were 
reviewing it.) It was apparent from 
some of the questions and changes 
that this could have used a lot 
more initial review and perhaps 
input from a third party familiar 
with this type of manual.

Also, it would have been nice for 
the proposed Manual to be post-
ed on the county’s website so the 
public could view and review also. 

(But that would have slowed up the 
rushed process.)

(Again, folks, this is a rush job and 
it should not be a rush job. This 
is the biggest structural change 
in county management in living 
memory and Day and Flower 
are ramming this through before  
the August 8th Recall Election 
happens. The County Manager’s 
(CM) Job Description and the 
Manual, which will define how 
this county government functions, 
both were done at warp speed and 
authored by one person, Wilson. A 
prudent and wise approach would 
have been to hire a consultant who  
specializes in this area and have 
him write the items and assist the 
commissioners in reviewing it. 
Having a person with no experi-
ence as a commissioner or a CM 
write it is troubling. An alternate 

approach would create a small 
committee of local, knowledgeable 
citizens, with Wilson leading, write 
them. But with the artificial dead-
line imposed by Day and Flower, 
those options were not available.) 

The afternoon meeting was inter-
esting. After dispensing with some 
U.S. Forest Service grant money 
business the commissioner got into 
the approval of the Manual.

Canda started the talkfest with 
some comments on the morning’s 
workshop. He said there was 
an “expert” in the audience that 
morning, one Carol Vayhinger 
(who was actually a county 
commissioner in a different 
county) who could have helped 
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Great is our Lord, and 
abundant in power;

his understanding is 
beyond measure.

Psalm 147:5
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Flower’s Revenge?
To Whom It May Concern:

February 27, 2023

I believe Commissioner Tom Flow-
er is vindictively targeting me to 
lose my job, creating a hostile work 
environment. 
I have been employed by Custer 
County for over four years. I have 
never received any complaints 
formally or informally from any 
Commissioner during that time. 
I have however, picked up extra 
work when asked. For example, 
cleaning the Public Health building 
weekly and extra deep cleaning 
during the Covid scare.

Tom Flower is not my Commis-
sioner of contact, Kevin Day is.

Now since Tom was given all the 
names from the “Recall Tom Flow-
er Petition” and that both my sig-
nificant other, John, and I signed , 
along with John speaking up in sup-
port of Jackie in the BOCC/Jackie 
Hobby meeting, it now seems that 
Tom is set on revenge.

Although Tom is not my contact 
Commissioner, he was looking for 
a custodial check list from Jennifer. 
(Editor/GG: Jennifer Kreigh, the 
former BOCC admin assistant.) 
To what end? Fortunately, Jennifer 
asked me if there was a “check 
list” or I never would have known. 
Why didn’t Tom ask me himself? 
Because I believe he is sneaky and 
would rather go behind your back.

On February 20th, when I was 
cleaning the OEM building, Bill 
Chrisie said Tom was over check-
ing on me there. Tom is not in 
charge of the OEM either.

I feel that Tom has not been held 
accountable for any of his previous 
actions. Tom must feel that he is 
free to get away with anything. 
Why not come after me and  
my job?

I personally believe that Tom 
Flower lacks ethics and morals 
and does not deserve to be a 
Commissioner for this county. I 
should not be victimized for my 
beliefs and lose my job over them. 

In my opinion, Tom Flower is 
hateful towards women and is 
a bully and wants to control 
everything and everybody.

Something needs to be done to 
reign in Commissioner Flower  
before the County gets sued for his 
inappropriate behavior.

Respectfully,

Stephanie S. Ybarra
County employee for Custer 
County, custodial. I clean the 
Courthouse, Airport, SAR, Annex 
and Public Health.

(Editor/GG: With regards to 
Stephanie’s last sentence re “gets 
sued”: It appears too late. We are 
being sued because of Flower.  
Big time.)

BOCC 
see page 14

“We the People” Speak
Letters to the Editor

Letter to the Editor June 23, 2023, 
Response to Deb Adams

Given our constitutional rights, 
we can vote “yes” or “no”, on 

any recall, and hold our officials 
to task.  Deb, your “Letter to the 
Editor” makes it clear that you will 
be voting “no”, which is your con-
stitutional right. But others’ voting 
rights should not be voided.

With that said, it is curious that 
while you tell Custer County how 
they should vote, you left out many 
important facts:

•  Tom Flower has committed 
unethical acts while holding 
office and has been fined for those 
actions.  Breaking the rules, as an 
official, should not be accepted, 
regardless of political affiliation. 
We all deserve better, including 
you! 

•   Tom Flower has a history 
of unethical behavior in Custer 
County… Just search his name on 
Facebook (click on posts) to see 
how many lives have been affected 
by him. 
•  Tom Flower has harassed 
county employees… It is amazing 
how many victims you will find if 
you take time to listen.
•  Tom Flower, himself, sup-
ported a recall in 2017.  In fact, 
he was the candidate to replace the 
County Commissioner that was 

recalled.  Why is this current recall 
now considered inappropriate? 
•   Tom Flower could have 
resigned his position, given that 
25%+ of Custer County voters 
wanted him to do so.  In addition, 
there are many that did not sign 
the petition, but talked with Tom 
Flower, face to face, and asked him 
to step down.  This would have 
saved a lot of time and money 
(both for the county and the Custer 
County citizens that want ethical, 
respectable people representing 
them).  
•  Had Tom Flower resigned, 
he could have run again, for a 
political position in Custer County. 
He chose the fight.
•   Bill Canda was given a “green 
light” by the county attorney 
before he signed the petition of 
recall… Deeming his signature, a 
non-issue and confirming his right 
to vote.
•  Ann Barthrop is a constitution-
alist and will fight for our county 
regardless of political affiliation.  
The “thrill” of a recall statement, 
that you made, is ridiculous.  Ann 
followed through for the better-
ment of us all. 
•   The person that you refer to as 
the “hand-picked shill”, Lucas 
Epp, is an active, hard-working, 

Flower Recall:  
A Response to Deb Adams

RESPONSE 
see page 14
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W  e believe that freedom is 
a gift from God and not 

granted to us by politicians or 
governments. Freedom demands 
responsible behavior of all 
citizens and must be consistent 
with the truths expressed in the 
great moral and governing guides 
as The Ten Commandments,  
The Declaration of Independence, 
The U.S. Constitution and The Bill 
of Rights.
These were the principles that 
guided our founding fathers and 
which we believe are still relevant. 
These are the principles that will 
guide our reporting and be the 
basis of all our views.
We will not be constrained by the 
illogical, misleading and inaccurate 
thinking and use of “political 
correctness” but by truth, facts, 
logic and common sense.
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Recall Tidbits with Some Hot Sauce

TIDBITS  see page 3

Service and New Construction
Licensed and Insured

Locally Owned & Operated

• Sewer Line Cleaning    
• Video Camera Inspection    
• Tankless Water Heaters   
• Replacement of Main Water and Sewer 

Lines   
• Repair &  Replacement of Water Heaters, 

Furnaces & Boilers   
• Geo � ermal Heating & Cooling

124 East Main, Florence

719-784-3876719-784-3876
www.rivervalleyplumbingandheating.com

Certi� ed Back� owCerti� ed Back� ow
Installation and Installation and 

TestingTesting

August 8, 2023
Commissioner Flower 

Recall Election

� e Ballot Question is two parts:  One part for the recall and 
one part for the Successor Candidate (sample below)
Recall Question
Should Tommy (Tom) G.  Flower, County 
Commissioner District 3, be recalled from o�  ce?

   Yes
            No
District 3 Successor Candidate
(Vote for One)

   Lucas Epp
         Write-in   ___________________________ 

Win at the Ballot, 
Vote “Yes” to Recall Tom Flower

If you have not received your mail-in ballot, 
call/visit the Custer County Clerk and 

Recorder at the courthouse
Thank you Custer Citizens for your 

Bravery* Courage* Strength* and Support*
“Truth will ultimately prevail 

where there is pains to bring it to light”
~ George Washington

Ballot Drop Box locations at Custer County Court House 
and Wetmore Community Building.

Polling Center is at the Court House and hours are:
Mon-Fri 8 a.m. - 4 p.m., Saturday, Aug 5th 8 a.m. - 12 noon 

& Election Day 7 a.m.-7 p.m.

Paid for by the Committee to Recall Commissioner Tom Flower

Upcoming Custer County Free Legal Clinic 
Wednesday, August 9th from 2 - 5 PM

Contact your local library at (719) 783-9138  
to be added to the sign-up sheet

ALL FREE,  Space is Limited.  

REDACTED -See hard copy



Sheriff Rich Smith 
welcomed three new 
deputies to the office [last 
week] Lane Abercrombie, 
Kobe Lewsader and 
Brandon Thurston com-
pleted their nearly six 
month training academy 
in Pueblo. They had 
previously served in our 
jail before applying to go to 
the academy. 

They will join our team 
bringing us up to fully 
staffed. The cadets worked 
very hard to complete the 
academy and did very well. 

Please join us in welcom-
ing them to our team. 

They look forward to  
serving and meeting our 
community members in 

the coming three months as 
they go through our field 
training program.

(From the Custer County 
Sheriff’s Office Facebook 
page, July 20, 2023.)
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Screen shot courtesy of CCSO

Three New Deputies Arrest for Solicitation of  
a Child, Out on Bond 

According to a press release from the 
Custer County SO; 

[Last] Thursday evening, July 20, Deputies 
with the Custer County Sheriff’s Office 
(CCSO) executed a court ordered Arrest 
Warrant for James Barry Vrasic. James 
Vrasic is being charged with the following 
charges:

-	18-6-404 Procurement of a child for sex-
ual exploitation

-	18-2-101 Criminal Attempt
-	18-7-402 (1)(a) Soliciting for child pros-
titution Vrasic is currently being held 
with no bond.

Custer County Sheriff Rich Smith said, 
“Protecting children in Custer County 
is the highest priority of this office. We 
will thoroughly investigate any attempt 
to harm children in Custer County. We 
are continuing to process digital evidence 
and anticipate making additional arrests 
in this case.”

(Note: Vrasic was released on $1,000 
bond the next day.)

The Sheriff’s Office is also working to 
share data with state and federal partners 
to identify other suspects and victims.

According to the U.S. Department of 
Homeland Security, human trafficking is a 

$150 billion dollar criminal industry.

To read the article in full, go to: https://
www.dhs.gov/sites/default/files/2022-02/
CCHT%20Annual%20Report.pdf

The Monique Burr Foundation for 
Children reports that human trafficking in 
the United States is second only to illegal 
drug trafficking for criminal profits.

Human trafficking is now the second most 
profitable criminal activity in the United 
States! Monique Burr Foundation. (2020, 
July 2).

TIDBITS from page 2

Brenda Bosse
Realtor®

(719) 371-3270
brenda@brendabosse.com

www.brendabosse.com

Michael Thiem’s HVAC
Service, Replacement  
& New Installation of 
Air Conditioning & 

Propane Fueled 
Forced Heat

cell 719-429-9989
Fully Insured

Over 36 Years Experience
Locally Owned & Operated

Valley Cleaning 
Services LLC

719-640-5967
Off ering cleaning services for:

Commercial
Residential
Construction
Short Term Rentals
and more!
Call for pricing!Call for pricing!







New Summer Hours!New Summer Hours!
Monday & Saturday 10 am-4 pm

Tuesday - Friday 9 am-5 pm
closed Sundays

Located next to Yoder’s Home Furnishings
57965 Hwy 69, Westcliffe

Open Mon.-Sat. 10-5

 411 Main St.411 Main St.
Westcli� eWestcli� e

719-783-9393719-783-9393

New Inventory arriving daily!New Inventory arriving daily!

REDACTED -See hard copy
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Long-time Eagle Summit Ranch  
Volunteers Leaving the Valley

John and Mary Gaither — 17 years of Service
Press Release 
Roever Evangelistic Association

Seventeen years ago, John and 
Mary Gaither began their ministry 

at Eagles Summit Ranch as volun-
teers.  They came, intending to stay 
for only three months but God had 
other plans for them!

They were an integral part of 
the building of the ranch here in 
Westcliffe on County Road 271.  John 
spent days helping to dig footers, 
while Mary helped with notching 
the logs that would become Eagles 
Summit Ranch.  After many months, 
the Colorado Ranch was complete, 
and they moved again, “temporarily” 
to Texas to help with construction of 
that ranch as well. 

With the completion of both ranches, 
in-depth ministry to veterans, active 
military, first responders and spouses 
was ready to begin.  Thank you 
to John and Mary and the many 
volunteers who have made this 
amazing ministry possible.

Now, after the death of their son-in-
law, John and Mary have decided to 
retire and return to Alabama to help 

their daughter and grandson during 
their transition.  Mary will continue 
to work for Roever Evangelistic 
Association as a Program Coordinator 
out of her home in Alabama; and 
John will be able to spend time in his 
workshop, working with his hands, as 
he loves to do.

Roever Evangelistic Association and 
Eagles Summit Ranch would like to 
extend a huge “THANK YOU” to 
John and Mary for 17 years of hard 
work and commitment to the ministry 
of Eagles Summit Ranch and to our 
heroes.  Best wishes, John and Mary!  
Thank you for your service!	

John and Mary Gaither
photo courtesy of Eagles Summit Ranch

Construction Solutions
of Colorado, LLC

-Sentinel Steel 
Buildings

-Storage Units
-Barndominiums
-Garages/Shops

-New Homes
-Remodels

Chris Nordyke
constsolutions@icloud.com

(719)371-1395
Licensed & Insured

Construction Solutions
of Colorado, LLC

-Sentinel Steel 
Buildings

-Storage Units
-Barndominiums
-Garages/Shops

-New Homes
-Remodels

Chris Nordyke
constsolutions@icloud.com

(719)371-1395
Licensed & Insured

• Sentinel Steel 
    Buildings
• Storage Units
• Barndominiums
• Garages/Shops
• New Homes
• Remodels

Chris Nordyke                              
constsolutions@icloud.com

719-371-1395
Licensed & Insured

H & L
TRUCKING

& 
SKID STEER

WORK

719-371-1570

Rock•Gravel•Road Base

Ronald D. Beckner
Financial Advisor
Ron@peaks-integrity.com

Barb Beckner
Financial Advisor
Barb@peaks-integrity.com  

595 Hermit Road, Westcliffe CO 81252
Office 719-581-PEAK (7325)

www.peaks-integrity.com

Your local resource for
financial advising
with you in mind.

Securities offered through Ramond James Financial Services, Inc., Member FINRA/SIPC. Investment advisory services 
are offered through Raymond James Financial Services Advisors, Inc. Peaks Integrity Wealth Management LLC is not a 

registered broker/dealer and is independent of Raymond James Financial Services. 

- WEALTH MANAGEMENT -

Dan Hight
Realtor®

Honesty & Integrity with a proven track record.  List with me; 
you’ll be glad you did!  Specializing in finding buyers.

Call me.
720-436-1335

DannyHight77@gmailcom

accounting services & consulting firm

Accepting business clients  
for bookkeeping & taxes

Georganna Carlisle
Founder

gcarlisle@meruspartners.com
512-419-8752 • meruspartners.com
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“We the People” Speak

Please send your submissions to us at sdc.sentinel@gmail.com, mail them or bring them in to the office at 601 Main St., Westcliffe CO 81252.
Rules: We will print, at our discretion, the thoughts and ideas of our fellow citizen-patriots. Please limit your offerings to 500 words or less. No profanity or  
vulgarity, no personal attacks, and please sign your name and give us the general location of your residence. Also please provide your phone number or email - for 
confirmation only.   The opinions expressed here are solely those of the author; they do not necessarily reflect the opinions held or endorsed by the Sentinel. 

Letters to the Editor

2023 Custer County 4H FFA Livestock Sales

Dear Editor,

The Flower Recall election reminds 
me of one of my favorite movies, 
“Gladiator”, in large part because of 
lessons it teaches about leadership. 
The Flower Recall/Election strongly 
parallels the characters in “Gladia-
tor”… in my opinion.

Shortly after Maximus (played by 
Russell Crow) leads the Romans in 
a decisive victory over Germanic 
tribes, the ailing Emperor, Marcus 
Aurelius (Richard Harris) asks Maxi-
mus to succeed him as Emperor.

Maximus’ response is, “With all my 
heart, No.” Marcus Aurelius wisely 

retorts, “Maximus, that is why it must 
be you.”

The rest of the story is about what the 
entitled heir to the throne, Commo-
dus, does to cling onto his perceived 
birth right.

I admire the tenacity with which 
Commissioner Flower is clinging 
onto his powerful position. After all, 
he was elected, with 827 votes in 
the 2017 recall of his predecessor. 
He claims that the 869 (+/- a few 
disputed, retracted) petition signers 
are a vocal minority. Humm…, both 
counts are a minority, but recall peti-
tion signatures exceeded the plurality 

that voted for commissioner Flower 
in the (2017) three-way secession 
race.

Lucas is our reluctant leader. He 
would much prefer focusing on his 
family, his day job, family business-
es, and other fruits borne of faith. 
We are fortunate that he is willing 
and committed to serve the people of 
Custer County… at great sacrifice.

His reluctance to become an elected 
leader is exactly why he will be an 
excellent commissioner. 

Charley Ellison, 
Westcliffe

Commodus Doth Cling, Methinks

Custer Senior Center Menu
Monday, July 31

#15 Beef Stew
Sweet Corn

Cauliflower Broccoli Salad
Peaches, WW Crackers

Tuesday, August 1
#37 Combination Burrito

Salsa, Lettuce, Tomato
Cilantro Lime Rice

Refried Beans, Citrus Cup

Thursday August 3
#18 Bratwurst on a Bun  

w/Onions & Cabbage
Oven Browned Potatoes
Peas & Carrots, Orange

Please call (719) 783-9508  before 9:30 a.m. for reservations  
A $3 suggested donation per meal is appreciated, but not required.

Served Mondays, Tuesdays, & Thursdays. All menus subject to change.  

Private Guest Ranch  
&  

Range Rides for  
Day-Time Visitors 

Gateway To The Horse

musicmeadows.com
719-783-2222 x 1

Dr. Kayla Ingram
Call for an appointment:

719-783-3770
1200 Broadway in Silver Cliff

� e American Legion Monthly 
Meeting is the 1st Tuesday of every 

month at 6:30 p.m. at the bowling alley.
� e American Legion Auxiliary 

Monlthy Meeting is the 1st Monday 
of each month at 5:00 p.m. at the 

Library Community Room.

� e Veterans of Foreign Wars
Monthly Meeting is the 

3rd Saturday of every month at 
1 p.m. at the bowling alley.

American Legion and VFW
Monthly Meetings

STONE & STEEL, LLC
WESTCLIFFE, CO

BULLDOZER / LOADER / DUMP TRUCK
SKID STEER SERVICES

EXCAVATION / DRIVEWAY REPAIR  
& INSTALLATION

GRAVEL / LAND CLEARING
CALL FOR ESTIMATE

PHONE: 717-507-5883
EMAIL: CRAIG@STONEANDSTEEL.CO
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GENERAL, FAMILY 
CONSUMER SCIENCES, 
& SHOOTING SPORTS 
DISPLAYS 
Veterinary Science:
Mitchell VanDeusen: Blue, 

Champion, State Fair Qualifier, 
Reserve Grand Champion

Aubrynne Cozzetto: Blue, 
Champion, State Fair Qualifier, 
Grand Champion Cat Display 
Board:

Kaitlyn Grossardt: Blue, 
Champion, State Fair Qualifier 
Aubrynne Cozzetto: Blue, 
Reserve Champion

Keller Johnson: Blue, Champion, 
State Fair Qualifier, Grand 
Champion

Gracie Johnson: Blue, Champion, 
State Fair Qualifier, Reserve 
Grand Champion 

Metalworking:
Hesston VanDeusen: Blue, 

Champion, State Fair Qualifier, 
Grand Champion

Discovering Computer Science:
TJ Terrill: Blue, Champion, State 

Fair Qualifier
Model Rocketry:
Thomas Silber: Blue, Champion,  

State Fair Qualifier, Grand 
Champion

Robotics and Engineering:
TJ Terrill: Red
Keller Johnson: Blue, Champion,  

State Fair Qualifier 
Grand Champion Small 

Engines:
Keller Johnson: Blue, Champion,  

State Fair Qualifier, Grand 
Champion

Shooting Sports Display Board:
Wyatt Brain: Red
Andrew Brooks: Blue, Champion,  

State Fair Qualifier, Grand 
Champion

Mitchell VanDeusen: Blue, 
Reserve Champion Quincy 
Downing: Red

Matthew Grossardt: Blue
Alex Agnew: Blue, Champion, 

State Fair Qualifier, Reserve 
Grand Champion

Thomas Reis: Red 
Matthew Grossardt: Blue
Shooting Sports Stand Alone:
Clancy McCaffery: Red
Amos McKendry: Blue, 

Champion, State Fair Qualifier 
Hesston VanDeusen: Blue, 

Reserve Champion
Scarlett Kardatzke: Blue, 

Champion,  
State Fair Qualifier 

Benji Smith: Red
Kord Goff: Red
Ethan Fore: Blue, Champion, State 

Fair Qualifier 
Ty Bomgardner: Red
Matthew Grossardt: Blue, 

Champion, State Fair Qualifier 
AJ Stoltzfus: Blue, Reserve 

Champion
Ty Stoltzfus: Red
Rowan Saathoff: Blue, Champion,  

State Fair Qualifier, Grand 
Champion

Jackson Wingfield: Blue, Reserve 
Champion

Ethan Fore: Blue, Champion, State 
Fair Qualifier, Reserve Grand 
Champion

Lincoln Wingfield: Blue, Reserve 
Champion

Shooting Sports Decorative 
Item:

Andrew Brooks: Red London 
Dean: Blue

Remington Kardatzke: Blue
Isabella Saucedo: Blue, 

Champion, State Fair Qualifier 
Thomas Silber: Blue, Reserve 

Champion
Aubrynne Cozzetto: Blue, 

Champion, State Fair Qualifier, 
Grand Champion

Evyn Lanosga-White: Blue 
Iris McKendry: Blue
Khaylonni Saucedo: Blue, Reserve 

Champion 
James Silber: Blue
Sam Stafford: Blue
Matthew Grossardt: Blue, 

Champion, State Fair Qualifier, 
Reserve Grand Champion

Wyatt Grundy: Blue Fisher 

Cunningham: Blue Marin 
Foster: Red

Marlee Foster: Blue, Reserve 
Champion

Sportfishing:
Wyatt Brain: Red Clancy 

McCaffery: Red
Matthew Grossardt: Blue, 

Champion,  
State Fair Qualifier

Creed Ingram: Blue, Champion, 
State Fair Qualifier, Reserve 
Grand Champion

Matthew Grossardt: Red
Wyatt Grundy: Blue, Champion, 

State Fair Qualifier, Grand 
Champion 

Wildlife Conservation:
Piper Cunningham: Red
Leathercraft:
Brylee Shy: Blue, Champion, 

State Fair Qualifier, Grand 
Champion

Scrapbooking:
Sage Shy: Blue, Champion, 

State Fair Qualifier, Grand 
Champion

Sierra Foster: Blue, Reserve 
Champion

Maecie Shank: Blue, Champion, 
State Fair Qualifier, Reserve 
Grand Champion

Reaghan Shank: Blue, Champion,  
State Fair Qualifier

Woodworking:
Christopher Tenaglia: Blue, 

Champion, State Fair Qualifier, 
Grand Champion

Visual Arts:
Piper Cunningham: Blue, 

Champion, State Fair Qualifier, 
Grand Champion Clothing 
Construction:

Lula McCaffery: Red
Artistic Clothing:
Piper Cunningham: Blue, 

Champion, State Fair Qualifier, 
Grand Champion Foods and 

Nutrition:
Serenitey, Crofford: Blue, 

Champion, State Fair Qualifier, 
Reserve Grand Champion

James Silber: Blue, Champion, 
State Fair Qualifier

 Serenitey Crofford: Blue, 
Champion,  
State Fair Qualifier 

Andrew Brooks: Red
Serenitey Crofford: Blue, 

Champion,  
State Fair Qualifier 

Serenitey Crofford: Blue, 
Champion,  
State Fair Qualifier 

London Dean: Blue, Champion,  
State Fair Qualifier 

Serenitey Crofford: Blue, 
Champion,  
State Fair Qualifier Serenitey 
Crofford: Blue, Champion, State 
Fair Qualifier 

Serenitey Crofford: Blue, 
Champion,  
State Fair Qualifier Serenitey 
Crofford: Blue, Champion, State 
Fair Qualifier  
Serenitey Crofford: Blue, 
Champion, State Fair Qualifier

Serenitey Crofford: Blue, 
Champion,  
State Fair Qualifier, Grand 
Champion

Food Preservation:
Serenitey Crofford: Red
Heritage Arts:
Sammi Wisecup: Red 
Shooting Sports Competitions 
Shotgun Junior:
Ethan Fore: First
Shotgun Senior:
Ty Stoltzfus: First, Grand 

Champion Shotgun
Fisher Cunningham: Second, 

Reserve Grand Champion 
Shotgun

AJ Stoltzfus: Third 
Marlee Foster: Fourth
Ty Bomgardner: Fifth 
Quincy Downing: Sixth
.22 Rifle Scope Junior:
Ethan Fore: First
.22 Rifle Hunt Junior:
London Dean: First, Reserve 

Grand Champion .22 Rifle
Thomas Reis: Second 
Alex Agnew: Third 
Rowan Saathoff: Fourth 

Jackson Wingfield: Fifth
.22 Rifle Hunt Senior:
Lincoln Wingfield: First, Grand 

Champion .22 Rifle 
Archery Recurve Junior:
Benji Smith: First, Grand 

Champion  
Junior Recurve Archery 

Traditional Compound Junior:
Wyatt Brain: First
Archery Limited Compound 

Junior:
Sam Stafford: First, Grand 

Champion Junior Compound
Aubrynne Cozzetto: Second, 

Reserve Grand Champion 
Junior Compound

Iris McKendry: Third 
Amos McKendry: Fourth 
Hesston VanDeusen: Fifth 
James Silber: Sixth 
Isabella Saucedo: Seventh
Khaylonni Saucedo: Eighth
Archery Limited Compound 

Senior:
Wyatt Grundy: First, Grand 

Champion Senior Compound
Kord Goff: Second, Reserve 

Grand 
Champion Senior Compound 
Archery Novice:
Clancy McCaffery: First 
Mitchell VanDeusen: Second 
Andrew Brooks: Third 
Thomas 
Silber: Fourth
Evyn Lanosga-White: Fifth

LLAMA
Mini Costume: 
Kailynne Evert: First
Junior Costume: 
Gracie Johnson: First
Kaitlyn Grossardt: Second 
Remington Kardatzke: Third 
Intermediate Costume: 
Aubrynne Cozzetto: First 
Scarlett Kardatzke: Second
Second Senior Costume:
 Alexis Grossardt
Junior Pack:
Kaitlyn Grossardt: First 
Gracie Johnson: Second 
Remington Kardatzke: Third 
Intermediate Pack: 
Aubrynne Cozzetto: First 
Scarlett Kardatzke: Second 
Senior Pack:
Alexis Grossardt: First 
Mini Public Relations: Kailynne 

Evert: First 
Junior Public Relations:
Remington Kardatzke: First 
Gracie Johnson: Second 
Kaitlyn Grossardt: Third 
Intermediate Public Relations: 
Aubrynne Cozzetto: First 
Scarlett Kardatzke: Second 
Senior Public Relations:
Alexis Grossardt: First 
Mini Obstacle: 
Kailynne Evert: First
Junior Obstacle:
Gracie Johnson: First 
Remington Kardatzke: Second 
Kaitlyn Grossardt: Third
Intermediate Obstacle:
Scarlett Kardatzke: First 
Aubrynne Cozzetto: Second 
Senior Obstacle:
Alexis Grossardt: First
Junior Showmanship:
Gracie Johnson: First 
Kaitlyn Grossardt: Second 
Remington Kardatzke: Third
Intermediate Showmanship:
Scarlett Kardatzke: First 
Aubrynne Cozzetto: Second 
Senior Showmanship:
Alexis Grossardt: First
Grand Champion Mini Llama: 

Kailynne Evert 
Grand Champion Junior Llama: 

Gracie Johnson
Reserve Grand Champion 

Junior Llama: Kaitlyn 
Grossardt 

Bronze Junior Llama: 
Remington Kardatzke

Grand Champion Intermediate 
Llama: Scarlett Kardatzke

Reserve Grand Champion 
Intermediate Llama: 
Aubrynne Cozzetto 

Grand Champion Senior Llama: 
Alexis Grossardt

DOG SHOW
Intermediate Novice 

Showmanship: 
Jaliane Gonzalez: First, Blue 

Award
Novice B Obedience:
Jaliane Gonzalez: Blue Award
Grand Champion Dog: Jaliane 

Gonzalez

RABBIT SHOW 
Breeding Buck:
Alexis Grossardt: First
Breeding Doe:
Keller Johnson: First 
Gracie Johnson: Second
Grand Champion Breeding 

Rabbit: Alexis Grossardt 
Reserve Grand Champion 

Breeding Rabbit: 
Keller Johnson 
Companion Rabbit:
Kaitlyn Grossardt: First 
Alexis Grossardt: Second 
Kaleb Shaffer: Third
Grand Champion Companion 

Rabbit: Kaitlyn Grossardt 
Reserve Grand Champion 

Companion Rabbit: Alexis 
Grossardt 

Junior Showmanship:
Gracie Johnson: First 
Kaitlyn Grossardt: Second
Intermediate Showmanship:
Keller Johnson: First 
Senior Showmanship: 
Alexis Grossardt: First

CAT SHOW
Domestic Short Hair:
Kaitlyn Grossardt: First
Gracie Johnson: Second 
Keller Johnson: Third 
Domestic Long Hair:
Aubrynne Cozzetto: First
Junior Showmanship:
Kaitlyn Grossardt: First 
Gracie Johnson: Second 
Intermediate Showmanship:
Keller Johnson: First 
Aubrynne Cozzetto: Second 
Junior Crate Décor:
Gracie Johnson: First Kaitlyn 

Grossardt:
Second Intermediate Crate 

Décor:
Keller Johnson: First 
Aubrynne Cozzetto: Second 
Costume:
Gracie Johnson: First 
Keller Johnson: Second 
Kaitlyn Grossardt: Third 
Aubrynne Cozzetto: Fourth 
Kailynne Evert: Fifth
Grand Champion Cat: Kaitlyn 

Grossardt
Reserve Grand Champion Cat:  

Keller Johnson
Small Animal Master 

Showmanship Grand 
Champion Junior: Gracie 
Johnson

Reserve Grand Champion 
Junior: Remington Kardatzke 

Grand Champion Intermediate: 
Scarlett Kardatzke 

Reserve Grand Champion 
Intermediate: Jaliane Gonzalez 

Grand Champion Senior: Alexis 
Grossardt

HORSE SHOW
Junior Written Test: Gracie 

Johnson: First 
Alexis Grundy: Second 
Kaitlyn Grossardt: Third
Mitchell VanDeusen: Fourth 
Hesston VanDeusen: Fifth 
Evangeline Golovanoff: Sixth 
Senior Written Test:
Kenna Ingram: First 
Alexis Grossardt: Second 
Junior Showmanship: 
Hesston VanDeusen: First 
Gracie Johnson: Second
Mitchell VanDeusen: Third 
Evangeline Golovanoff: Fourth 
Intermediate Showmanship: 
Alexis Grundy: First
Senior Showmanship: 
Kenna Ingram: First 
Alexis Grossardt: Second 
Junior English Hunt Seat:
Alexis Grundy: First
Senior English Hunt Seat:
Kenna Ingram: First 
Alexis Grossardt: Second 

Senior English Control:
Kenna Ingram: First 
Alexis Grossardt: Second
Senior English Show Hack:
Kenna Ingram: First 
Alexis Grossardt: Second
Champion English Junior: 
Alexis Grundy 
Champion English Senior:  

Kenna Ingram
Reserve Champion English 

Senior: Alexis Grossardt 
Novice Western Horsemanship:
Evangeline Golovanoff: First 
Junior Western Horsemanship: 
Alexis Grundy: First
Gracie Johnson: Second 
Hesston VanDeusen: Third 
Mitchell VanDeusen: Fourth 
Senior Western Horsemanship: 
Kenna Ingram: First
Alexis Grossardt: Second 
Junior Western Pleasure: 
Alexis Grundy: First
Mitchell VanDeusen: Second 
Gracie Johnson: Third
Hesston VanDeusen: Fourth
Senior Western Pleasure:
Kenna Ingram: First 
Alexis Grossardt: Second 
Junior Western Reining:
Gracie Johnson: First 
Hesston VanDeusen: Second 
Senior Western Reining:
Kenna Ingram: First 
Alexis Grossardt: Second 
Junior Western Trail:
Hesston VanDeusen: First 
Mitchell VanDeusen: Second 
Gracie Johnson: Third 
Senior Western Trail:
Kenna Ingram: First 
Alexis Grossardt: Second
Champion Western Junior:  

Alexis Grundy
Reserve Champion Western 

Junior: Gracie Johnson 
Champion Western Senior: 

Kenna Ingram
Reserve Champion Western 

Senior: Alexis Grossardt 
Junior Barrels:
Gracie Johnson: First 
Hesston VanDeusen: Second 
Mitchell VanDeusen: Third 
Senior Barrels:
Kenna Ingram: First
Alexis Grossardt: Second
Junior Pole Bending:
Gracie Johnson: First 
Hesston VanDeusen: Second 
Mitchell VanDeusen: Third 
Senior Pole Bending:
Kenna Ingram: First 
Alexis Grossardt: Second 
Junior 75 Up and Back:
Gracie Johnson: First 
Mitchell VanDeusen: Second 
Hesston VanDeusen: Third 
Senior 75 Up and Back:
Kenna Ingram: First 
Alexis Grossardt: Second
Champion Gymkhana Junior: 

Gracie Johnson
Reserve Champion Gymkhana 

Junior: Hesston VanDeusen 
Champion Gymkhana Senior: 

Kenna Ingram
Reserve Champion Gymkhana 

Senior: Alexis Grossardt 
Grand Champion Junior Horse:  

Gracie Johnson 
Reserve Grand Champion 

Junior Horse: Alexis Grundy 
Grand Champion Senior Horse:  

Kenna Ingram
Reserve Grand Champion 

Senior Horse: Alexis Grossardt 
Junior High Point Horse: Gracie 

Johnson
Intermediate High Point Horse: 

Alexis Grundy 
Senior High Point Horse: Kenna 

Ingram
 
PUBLIC SPEAKING CONTEST 
Junior Impromptu: Gracie 

Johnson: First Isabella Saucedo: 
Second

Intermediate Impromptu:
Alexis Gundy: First 
Sierra Foster: Second 
Keller Johnson: Third
Khaylonni Saucedo: Fourth 
Evyn Lanosga-White: Fifth 
Senior Impromptu: 
Marlee Foster: First

2023 Custer County Fair Results
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Brylee Shy: Second 
Ben Stafford: Third
Serenitey Crofford: Fourth 
Keely Huffman: Fifth 
Junior Interpretive: 
Gracie Johnson: First 
Isabella Saucedo: Second 
Sage Shy: Third
Intermediate Interpretive: 
Khaylonni Saucedo: First 
Sierra Foster: Second
Evyn Lanosga-White: Third 
Keller Johnson: Fourth 
Senior Interpretive: 
Brylee Shy: First
Marlee Foster: Second
Intermediate Prepared:
Iris McKendry: First
Senior Prepared:
Serenitey Crofford: First 
Keely Huffman: Second 
Marin Foster: Third 
Junior Demonstration:
Gracie Johnson: First
Intermediate Demonstration:
Keller Johnson: First
Grand Champion Junior Public 

Speaking: Gracie Johnson 
Reserve Grand Champion Public 

Speaking: Isabella Saucedo 
Grand Champion Intermediate 

Public Speaking: Keller 
Johnson

Reserve Grand Champion 
Intermediate Public Speaking: 
Sierra Foster 

Grand Champion Senior Public 
Speaking: Brylee Shy

Reserve Grand Champion 
Senior Public Speaking: 
Marlee Foster

LAMB
Junior Showmanship: 
Jennica Mullett: First 
Amos McKendry: Second 
Joseph Mullett: Third
Evangeline Golovanoff: Fourth 
Jackson Wingfield: Fifth 
Intermediate Showmanship: 
Rafael Gonzalez: First
Jaliane Gonzalez: Second 
Iris McKendry: Third 
Benji Smith: Fourth 
Senior Showmanship:
Kenna Ingram: First 
Reagan Hatfield: Second 
Lily Bomgardner: Third 
Jolene Mullett: Fourth 
Stephanie Lewis: Fifth 
Doc McCoy: Sixth
Kord Goff: Seventh 
Lincoln Wingfield: Eighth 
Feeder Class:
Jackson Wingfield: First
Weight Class ONE:
Lily Bomgardner: Tag # 158 First 
Jennica Mullett: Tag # 147 Second 
Joseph Mullett: Tag # 149 Third 
Weight Class TWO:
Jaliane Gonzalez: Tag # 136 First 

Jaliane Gonzalez: Tag # 133 Second  
Doc McCoy: Tag # 139 Third 
Lincoln Wingfield: Tag # 144 

Fourth
Weight Class THREE:
Rafael Gonzalez: Tag # 127 First 
Jolene Mullett: Tag # 148 Second 
Amos McKendry: Tag # 150 Third
 Weight Class FOUR:
Kenna Ingram: Tag # 113 First 
Kord Goff: Tag # 112 Second 
Stephanie Lewis: Tag # 159 Third 
Benji Smith: Tag # 117 Fourth 
Weight Class FIVE:
Kenna Ingram: Tag # 114 First 
Reagan Hatfield: Tag # 138 

Second
Evangeline Golovanoff: Tag # 161 

Third
Iris McKendry: Tag # 151 Fourth
Grand Champion Market 

Lamb: Kenna Ingram Tag # 113
Reserve Grand Champion 

Market Lamb: Rafael 
Gonzalez Tag # 127

Grand Champion Market 
Lamb Carcass Contest: Kenna 
Ingram Tag #113

Reserve Grand Champion 
Market Lamb Carcass 
Contest: Kenna Ingram  
Tag # 114 

GOAT
Junior Showmanship:
Paisley Berry: First
Masha Muzhzhavlen: Second
Lucas Schram: Third 
Intermediate Showmanship: 
Rafael Gonzalez: First
Creed Ingram: Second 
Alexis Grundy: Third 
Sierra Foster: Fourth 
Madilynn Berry: Fifth 
Senior Showmanship:
Kenna Ingram: First 
Ben Stafford: Second 
Weight Class ONE:
Madilynn Berry: Tag # 154 First
Paisley Berry: Tag # 157 Second
Weight Class TWO:
Madilynn Berry: Tag # 152 First
Masha Muzhzhalven: Tag # 142 

Second
Weight Class THREE:
Rafael Gonzalez: Tag # 137 First
Kenna Ingram: Tag # 115 Second 
Creed Ingram: Tag # 116
Third Weight Class FOUR:
Sierra Foster: Tag # 120 First
Paisley Berry: Tag # 155 Second 
Weight Class FIVE:
Alexis Grundy: Tag # 119 First
Ben Stafford: Tag # 146 Second
G Kenna Ingram: First
Alexis Grossardt: Second
Grand Champion Market Goat: 

Rafael Gonzalez Tag # 137 
Reserve Grand Champion
Market Goat: Kenna Ingram Tag 

# 115

Grand Champion Market Goat 
Carcass Contest: Kenna Ingram 
Tag # 115
Reserve Grand Champion 
Market Goat Carcass Contest: 
Alexis Grundy Tag # 119 
Breeding Doe:
Alexis Grundy: First 
Alexis Grundy: Second
Grand Champion Breeding 

Goat: Alexis Grundy
Reserve Grand Champion 
Breeding Goat: Alexis Grundy 
Utility Goat:
Lucas Schram: First
Grand Champion Utility Goat: 

Lucas Schram

SWINE
Junior Showmanship: 
Jennica Mullett: First 
Haylie Shaffer: Second 
Paisley Berry: Third 
Rowan Saathoff: Fourth
Intermediate Showmanship:
Creed Ingram: First 
Rafael Gonzalez: Second 
Jaliane Gonzalez: Third 
Sam Stafford: Fourth 
Senior Showmanship: 
Ben Stafford: First 
Owyn Clark: Second 
Brylee Shy: Third
Chris Mullett: Fourth 
Garrett Olomon: Fifth 
Joey Arnone: Sixth 
Jolene Mullett: Seventh 
Ty Stoltzfus: Eighth 
Kord Goff: Ninth
Feeder Class:
Haylie Shaffer: Tag # 172 First
Weight Class ONE:
Paisley Berry: Tag # 189 First 
Joey Arnone: Tag # 183 Second 
Ty Stoltzfus: Tag # 176 Third 
Chris Mullett: Tag # 182 Fourth
Weight Class TWO:
Creed Ingram: Tag # 163 First 
Jaliane Gonzalez: Tag # 171 Second
Jennica Mullett: Tag # 184 Third 
Kord Goff: Tag # 177 Fourth 
Weight Class THREE:
Owyn Clark: Tag # 175 First 
Ben Stafford: Tag # 180 Second 
Jolene Mullett: Tag # 185 Third 
Paisley Berry: Tag # 187 Fourth 
Weight Class FOUR:
Rafael Gonzalez: Tag # 166 First 
Creed Ingram: Tag # 162 Second 
Garrett Olomon: Tag # 181 Third
Rowan Saathoff: Tag # 190 Fourth 
Weight Class FIVE:
Sam Stafford: Tag # 179 First
Brylee Shy: Tag # 173 Second
Kord Goff: Tag # 1787 Third
Grand Champion Market 

Swine: Creed Ingram Tag # 163
Reserve Grand Champion 

Market Swine: Owyn Clark 
Tag # 175

Grand Champion Market Swine
Carcass Contest: Rowan Saathoff 

Tag # 190 
Reserve Grand Champion
Market Swine Carcass Contest: 

Paisley Berry Tag # 189

BEEF
Junior Showmanship:
Sage Shy: First
Intermediate Showmanship:
Rafael Gonzalez: First 
Jaliane Gonzalez: Second
Madilynn Berry: Third 
Bode Bridges: Fourth 
Senior Showmanship: 
Emma Rusk: First
Brylee Shy: Second 
Garrett Olomon: Third 
Ty Stoltzfus: Fourth 
Owyn Clark,Chris Mullett, 
AJ Stoltzfus, Doc McCoy
Weight Class ONE:
Doc McCoy: Tag # 74 First
Weight Class TWO:
Rafale Gonzalez: Tag # 68 First 
Sage Shy: Tag # 71 Second
Ty Stoltzfus: Tag # 77 Third 
AJ Stoltzfus: Tag # 78 Fourth
Weight Class THREE:
Bode Bridges: Tag # 75 First 
Brylee Shy: Tag # 70 Second 
Garrett Olomon: Tag # 80 Third 
Chris Mullett: Tag # 81 Fourth 
Weight Class FOUR:
Jaliane Gonzalez: Tag # 69 First 
Madilynn Berry: Tag # 76 Second 
Owyn Clark: Tag # 79 Third 
Weight Class FIVE:
Emma Rusk: Tag # 72 First
Grand Champion Market Beef:  

Emma Rusk Tag # 72
Reserve Grand Champion 

Market Beef: Jaliane Gonzalez 
Tag # 69

Grand Champion Market Beef 
Carcass Contest: Jaliane 
Gonzalez Tag # 69

Reserve Grand Champion 
Market Beef Carcass Contest: 
Emma Rusk Tag # 72

Master Showmanship
Grand Champion Junior: 

Hesston VanDeusen 
Reserve Grand Champion 

Junior: Sage Shy 
Grand Champion Intermediate: 

Jaliane Gonzalez
Reserve Grand Champion 

Intermediate: Rafael Gonzalez 
Grand Champion Senior:  

Emma Rusk
Reserve Grand Champion 

Senior: Kenna Ingram 
Overall High Point State Fair 

Qualifier: Jaliane Gonzalez

OPEN CLASS
Baked Goods:
Katie Johnson: First, Champion, 

Grand Champion 
Food Preservation:
Teri Munson: First, Champion, 

Grand Champion 
Teri Munson: Second, Reserve 

Champion, Reserve Grand 
Champion 

Decorated Baked Goods:
Gracie Johnson: First, Champion, 

Grand Champion 
Floriculture:
Gracie Johnson: First, Champion, 

Grand Champion 
Kristy Freeburg: Second, Reserve 

Champion, Reserve Grand 
Champion

Aubrynne Cozzetto: Third 
Alexis Grossardt: Fourth 
Kaitlyn Grossardt: Fifth 
Kailynne Evert: Sixth
Katie Johnson: First, 
Champion Ella Wommack: First, 

Champion 
Visual Arts:
Katie Johnson: First, 
Champion, Grand Champion 
Heritage Arts:
Angela Tenaglia: First, Champion, 

Reserve Grand Champion
Terry Ward: First, Champion, 

Grand Champion 
Terry Ward: Second, Reserve 

Champion 
Photography:
Katlyn Wommack: 

First,Champion, Grand 
Champion

Katie Johnson: Second, Reserve 
Champion

Katie Johnson: Third
Keller Johnson: Fourth 
Katie Johnson: Fifth 
Gracie Johnson: Sixth
Katie Johnson: First, Champion, 

Reserve Grand Champion
Katie Johnson: Second, Reserve 

Champion
Katie Johnson: Third
Katlyn Wommack: First, 

Champion
Keller Johnson: Second, Reserve 

Champion 
Katlyn Wommack: Third
Katie Johnson: First, Champion
Miscellaneous:
Jolene Mullett: First, Champion 
Josiah S: Second, Reserve 

Champion
Jaliane Gonzalez: Third
Jaliane Gonzalez: Fourth 
Gracie Johnson: Fifth 
Reagan Hatfield: Sixth 
Rafael Gonzalez: Seventh 
Joseph Mullett: Eighth 
Benji Smith: Ninth
Katie Johnson, First, Champion, 

Grand Champion
Janet Freeburg: Second, Reserve 

Champion
Janet Freeburg: Third
Janet Freeburg: Fourth
Katie Johnson: First, Champion, 

Grand Champion

ACROSS 
1     Body of water
5     Small container
10   Made a request
14   Swiss river
15   Where buffalo roam
16   Modena money
17   Caribbean capital
20   Large container
21   Church section
22   Fine fur
23   Girl’s name
24   One-time TV hit
27   Quake
30   Change item
31   Permit
34   Difficulty
35   High notes
36   Epoch
37   European lands
42   ___ rule
43   French illustrator
44   Louvre’s Mona
45   ___ squirrel
46   Heating apparatus
47   Talk jokingly
49   Trimming
50   Egg cells

51   White poplar
54   Lighten
56   Piece of work
59   Carrying electric current 
easily

63   Swiss painter
64   Northern highway, formerly
65   ___ of all right!
66   Vehicle
67   Noblemen
68   English monk: var.
DOWN
1    Concord
2    Pacific isle
3    Algerian port
4    Gaelic sea god
5    Fitting
6    Haberdashery items
7    Mutual reliance
8    Period
9    Pasture
10   SA river
11   Lively tune
12   Great Lakes port
13   Game animal
18   Rinse
19   Not vain

23   Uniform
25   Hawaiian port
26   Gen. Bradley
27   Cut
28   Steed
29   Ancient classic
31   Lawful
32   Wipe out
33   Long robe
38   Admiring one
39   New star
40   Ein, zwei, ___
41   Bone
47   Nautical men
48   With: Fr.
49   Extort from
51   Inquires
52   It runs, in Pamplona
53   Fencing weapon
55   Hebrew month
56   Agree
57   Roman writer
58   ___ rays
60   Cover
61   Bravo! in 52 Down
62   Hunter

Puzzle Key on page 5

CROSSWORD PUZZLE   
“Place Names ”                                                                                  A Charles Preston Puzzle 
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SO Report for 7/28/23
7/3/23-Traffic Summons: Tyrese 
Moore was charged with no 
insurance, no driver’s license and 
improper start from a stopped 
position after a non injury traffic 
crash.
Joseph Yoder was summonsed 
for speeding 70mph in a posted 
45mph zone on CR 328 MM3.
7/4/23- Crash: Deputies 
responded to a one vehicle roll 
over crash on H69 near MP 50. 
Cameron Russell is suspected 
of driving under the influence of 
marijuana.
Roxy Hanna Fioas was charged 
with speeding 72mph in a 40mph 
zone.
7/5/23 -Traffic Summons: Julie 
Gardner was charged for speeding 
59mph in a 40mph zone.
Bovine Battle: Deputies took a 
report of a bull owned by Greg 
Curtis that jumped a fence, struck 
a human and attacked a vehicle on 
Broke Hand Drive.
7/6/23-Theft: A person reported 
that prescription drugs were 
removed from her vehicle during 
the 4th of July parade.
Fraud: Deputies took a report of 
a fraud involving a credit card 
belonging to a Westcliffe resident 
being used to purchase an apple 
computer. 
Arrest: An Arrest Warrant was 
obtained for James Blair Raby for 
Harassment, Domestic Violence, 
and Violation of a Protection 
Order.
Arrest: Jeremy Pierce was 
Arrested for Violation of a 

protection order x2 and Domestic 
violence.  
Beeza Brawl: Deputies 
investigated a fight at Beeza’s 
restaurant.
7/7/23-Endangerment: Deputies 
investigated a potential child 
endangerment involving a local 
17 yr old who was using snapchat 
to communicate with an unknown 
adult.
Missing: Deputies took a report of 
a possible missing person. Using 
cell phone location data, Deputies 
requested assistance from the 
Aurora Police Department. The 
person was located.  
Windshield: A Deputy reported 
his patrol vehicle had a broken 
windshield. 
Crash: A Deputy investigated a 
non injury crash in Westcliffe.
7/8/23-Stolen: A vendor money 
box was stolen at the Blue Grass 
Festival.
Traffic Summons: Clayton 
Houchin was summonsed for 
driving under restraint, fictitious 
plates, and no proof of insurance. 
Bad Girl: Tonya Ellis was 
summonsed for disorderly conduct 
at the Blue Grass Festival.
7/9/23-Traffic Summons: Corinne 
Odoherty was summonsed for 
speeding 85mph in a 55mph zone 
and unsafe passing.  
Crash: Deputies responded to a 
motorcycle crash on H165 near 
MP 7. The rider was transported 
via helicopter to a trauma center - 
report by state patrol.
7/10/23-Crash: Deputies 
responded to a serious injury 
roll over crash. The driver was 
transported by Flight for Life - 
report by state patrol.

Traffic Summons: Emily Debias 
was issued a ticket for failing to 
stop at a stop sign.  
Fraud: A Deputy took a report of 
a fraudulent bank transaction. The 
victim had funds deposited into 
her account by a unknown person, 
those funds and $4,000 of her 
funds were later withdrawn.
Traffic Summons: Melissa 
Bridges was issued a speedig 
ticket for 70mph in a 45mph zone 
on CR328.
7/11/23-Traffic Summons: Lauren 
Flynn was issued a ticket for 
failing to stop at a stop sign on 
CR241.
7/12/23-Traffic Summons: Jim 
Yarbrough was issued a speeding 
ticket for 62 mph in a posted 45 
zone on CR 129.
7/13/23-Bear Down: A Deputy 
responded to a badly injured bear 
on H69 near MP 68.
7/14/23-Trespass: Louis Kimball 
was trespassed from a bar in 
Westcliffe.
DUI: Dominick Shannon was 
Arrested for DUI (BrAC .171) and 
failing to drive in a single lane 
and unlawful use of a wireless 
device.
7/15/23-Fight: Deputies 
responded to a fight at 50 W. Main 
Street in Westcliffe. Neither person 
wanted to press charges.
Traffic Summons: Efren Gonzalez 
Olvera was issued a summons for 
careless driving following a two 
vehicle crash on N. Oak Grove 
Circle.
DUI: Ryan Drury was Arrested by 
CCSO for DUI ( BrAC .158) and 
charged with additional crimes 
by State Patrol following a 2 car 
crash with serious bodily injury. 

Sheriff’s Report...

Christian Science
9:30 a.m. Worship

8 Bassick Place, Westcliffe

Church of Christ
9:30 a.m. Bible Study
10:30 a.m. Worship

818 Ohio Street, Silver Cliff
719/783-4601

Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter Day Saints

240 Ridgeline Dr,Westcliffe
Pres: 719/545-1196

Cody Park Community Church
9:30 a.m. Sunday School

10:30 a.m. Worship
Tues. 8:30 a.m., Prayer Mtg.

Wedn. 7 p.m. Bible Study
0157 County Rd. 27A

Cotopaxi 719/942-3526
 Community United Methodist 

Church
8 a.m. & 10 a.m. Worship

202 S. 6th Street, Westcliffe
719/783-2511

Cotopaxi Community Church
9:45 a.m. Sunday School

11 a.m. Worship
6 p.m. Wedn. Bible Study

PastorSteveHolcomb@gmail.com 
20326 Hwy. 50, Cotopaxi

The Cowboy Church  
at Crossroads

9 a.m. Worship  Service
4th Ave (Park Place) 

and Illinois Street, Penrose  
Pastor 719/784-9126

First Baptist Church of Westcliffe
9:30 a.m. Sunday School

10:30 a.m. Fellowship
10:45 a.m. Worship

6 p.m. Worship
417 S. 6th Street, Westcliffe   

719/783-2498

High Country Mennonite Church
9:30 a.m. Worship

10:45 a.m. Sunday School
103 N. Adams St, Westcliffe

719/783-9045
Huerfano Community Bible 

Church  
10:30 a.m. Sunday Worship 

7 p.m.: Thursday Bible Study 
603 Leon Street, Walsenburg

(719) 251-9053
Hope Lutheran Church

2 p.m. Worship
3:15 p.m. Bible Study

3rd & Powell Streets, Westcliffe
Pastor Dan Kletke 719/783-2323 

Lange Hall 719/783-2561
Living Stone Calvary Chapel

Saturday 5:30-6:30 p.m.
Sunday Outdoors 9:30 -11 a.m. 
830 Bridge St., Canon City, CO 

Pastor Sean Meagher 719/276-0863
Our Lady of the Assumption

Roman Catholic Church
Diocese of Pueblo

11 a.m. Sunday Mass
10 a.m. Tuesday Mass (summer) 

10 a.m. Wednesday Mass
109 S. 5th Street, Westcliffe   

719/783-3507
Our Lady of Mt. Zion  

Catholic Church
11 a.m. Mass,  

2nd & 3rd Sunday of month
210 S. 2nd St,Westcliffe

719/783-2491

Praise Community Church
Sunday School 9:30 a.m. 

Praise & Worship 10:45 a.m. 
215 N Pikes Peak Ave. , Florence 

719/784-1184

St. Luke’s Episcopal Church
10:30 a.m. Worship & Eucharist  

11:30 a.m. Fellowship
8:30 a.m. Prayer Service, Thursdays

3rd & Rosita Streets, Westcliffe
719/783-2477

St. Patrick’s Anglican Church
11 a.m. Worship

403 S. 2nd S., Westcliffe  
925/339-0175 or 719/783-2500
Sacred Heart Catholic Church

    Diocese of Pueblo
   Saturday Mass 4  p.m.
    Highway 69, Gardner

Bldg.Mickey.719/746-2037
Sangre de Cristo Cowboy Church

Pastor: Mike Shields
3 p.m. Sunday School Bible Study

4 p.m. Worship 
Last Sunday of Month: Potluck

6 p.m. Tuesday Bible Study
sangredecristocowboychurch.com 

also on Facebook  
60260 Hwy. 69 N, Westcliffe

719/232-5372
Sangre de Cristo Fellowship

9 a.m. Meet & Greet
9:30 a.m. Service

120 Jerry Court, Westcliffe
719/783-0903

Sangre de Cristo Seminary Chapel
10 a.m. Worship

6160 County Rd. 130, Westcliffe
719/ 371-1822

Valley Bible Fellowship
10 a.m. Worship

116 Hermit Lane, Silver Cliff
719/581-7572

Wetmore Baptist Church
9:45 a.m. Sunday School

10:45 a.m. Worship
6 p.m. Worship

Junction of Hwy 96 & 67, Wetmore
719/371-1230

Wetmore Community Church
9 a.m. Sunday School 

10 a.m. Worship
699 County Rd. 395, Wetmore

719/784-0596

Come and Worship

Send Church updates to 
sdc.sentinel@gmail.com 

(719) 783-3360

Press Release

Dave McNitt, wildlife 
biologist for the Bureau 

of Land Management, at 
the Royal Gorge Office, will 
present “Public Lands Wildlife 
Conservation” on Tuesday, 
August 8th at 1 p.m. in the West  
Custer County Library Com-
munity Room.  Dave will 
discuss how biologists manage, 
research, and conserve wildlife 
populations on lands managed by 
the U.S. Department of Interior’s 
Bureau of Land Management. 
The presentation will include 
information on guiding policy, 
tools and methods, and ecological 
principles. He’ll walk through 
the broad framework of public 

lands wildlife conservation and 
information from the local Royal 
Gorge Field Office.

McNitt is the Wildlife Biologist 
who leads the Wildlife and 
Threatened and Endangered 
Species Programs for the BLM 
Royal Gorge Field Office 
(RGFO). The BLM RGFO is 
based out of Cañon City and 
manages 600,000 acres of land 
and 6.8 million subsurface acres 
across 37 counties in Colorado. 
He has worked as a wildlife 
biologist for federal, nonprofit, 
state and academic organizations 
in Central Colorado, Appalachia 
and Central America. 

For more information see www.
westcusterlibrary.org.

Talk on “Public Lands  
Wildlife Conservation”

The Ham Radio Club meets the 
second Monday of the month.  
The next meeting is scheduled 
for Monday, August 14th from 

6 p.m. to 8 p.m. in the West 
Custer County Library Commu-
nity Room.  The meeting is free 
and open to the public.

Ham Radio Club

Westcliffe Writers Group
The next meeting of the West-
cliffe Writers’ Group will take 
place on Saturday, August 12th 
at 4 p.m. in the Library’s Com-
munity Room.  Whether you are 

new to writing or experienced 
please consider attending the 
meetings.  For more information 
visit www.westcusterlibrary.org 
events page.

At the Library....

You are invited!You are invited!
To the Lighthouse Community Appreciation BBQTo the Lighthouse Community Appreciation BBQ

Saturday, August 26th Saturday, August 26th 
from 12 noon to 3:00 p.m.from 12 noon to 3:00 p.m.

at the Hermit Park Pavilion at the Hermit Park Pavilion 
(Hermit Ln. & 5(Hermit Ln. & 5thth St. in Westcliffe) St. in Westcliffe)

with Guest Speakers Richelle Lucero - Pro Life Enthusiast  with Guest Speakers Richelle Lucero - Pro Life Enthusiast  
& Custer County Sheriff Rich Smith& Custer County Sheriff Rich Smith

Join us for Hamburgers & Hot Dogs with all the fi xings, Join us for Hamburgers & Hot Dogs with all the fi xings, 
Chips & Cookies by Sue and Water & LemonadeChips & Cookies by Sue and Water & Lemonade
Music, Fellowship and a Silent AuctionMusic, Fellowship and a Silent Auction

LIGHTHOUSE PREGNANCY LIGHTHOUSE PREGNANCY 
and and 

FAMILY RESOURCESFAMILY RESOURCES

417 Cliff Street, 
Silver Cliff

719-783-4357



	 Friday, July 28, 2023	 Sangre de Cristo Sentinel  	 9

1.  Commissioner Flower has violated the very
      resolution he signed.
   Custer County Commission Resolution No. 

     22-17, Recorded April 7, 2022
2.  Commissioner Flower was Found Guilty 
     of Ethics Violation and Censured.
     State of Colorado Ethics Committee
     Commissioner Flower Violated 
     24-18-109(3)(A), Colorado Revised Statutes
3.  Disciplinary Action Taken Against 
     Commissioner Flower December 17, 2021 
     by his fellow commissioners.   
     Commissioner Flower was requested by 
     fellow commissioners to attend Management
     and Behavior Training.
4.  Ongoing Employee Issues
     State of Colorado Civil Rights Division
     Hobby vs. BOCC
     Charge No. E2300016783

Why the Recall?
Commissioner Flower’s Violation History

YES!
Recall

Tom Flower
Paid for by The Custer Women For Recall

VOTEVOTE
1. Recall Flower YESYES
2. Vote Lucas Epp YESYES



Firewood Processor  
for rent.

Rated for 3 full cords per 
hour.

Call for rates and 
availability.

2875 M-Path, 81223
719-388-3619

Tractor and Hay 
Equipment
2012 Kubota

37 hp, 4wd Tractor
w/1340 hrs.

with Bailer. Excellent 
condition.
$20,000. 

Call Dave
719-942-4181 Hillside

Pole Barns and Metal 
Buildings

Framing and Roofing
Complete Garage Build 
and your Concrete Needs

35 Years Experience
Call Mason 719-783-2975

Silver Cliff Public Works 
Park/Public Land and 
Building Maintenance 
Director.  Must be 18 
with a valid driver’s 

license. Job description 
and applications are 

available at the Town 
Hall, 612 E. Main Street, 
Silver Cliff, Mon. – Thur. 
8:00 – 5:00.  Application 

and resume due by 
4:00 p.m., on August 
3, 2023.  Pay range is 

$18.00 - $20.00/hr. DOE. 
Silver Cliff is an Equal 
Opportunity Employer. 

Town Hall 719-783-2615. 
***

Town of Silver Cliff part 
time Deputy Clerk.  A 

complete job description 
and applications are 

available at the Town 
Hall, 612 E. Main Street, 

Silver Cliff, Mon. – 
Thurs. 8:00 – 5:00.  

Application and resume 
due by 4:00 p.m., on Aug. 

3, 2023.  Pay range is 
$15.00 - $18.00/hr. DOE. 

Silver Cliff is an Equal 
Opportunity Employer. 

Town Hall 719-783-2615.

***
Custer County School 

District is now hiring for 
the following positions: 

Certified positions 
include MS/HS Math 
Teacher, Special Ed 

Teacher, Band/Choir 
Teacher, Elementary School 
Counselor, and Substitute 

Teachers.  Additional 
support positions are 

open for Potential Full-
Time Paraprofessionals 

and Childcare Lead and/
or Assistant. Any Certified 

Teacher/Substitute 
application without a CDE 
license is incomplete and 

will not be considered. 
Online applications only. 
Please visit us on the web 
at: custercountyschools.

org/employment for more 
information and to apply.

***
4Kings is looking to hire 

experienced staff.
Please stop in for an 

application.
404 E Main St. Silver Cliff.

***
Sangre de Cristo Sentinel
We Need Local people to 
Report on LOCAL News
No experience necessary

Stop by Mon. 10-2.  
Wedn. 9-4, Fri. 9-12

601 Main St., Westcliffe
We are looking for.

(719) 783-3360

Kauffman’s Construction
Pole Barns, Garages, 

Porches. Roofs, Siding  
and Decks.

Free Estimates
No job to small.

Call Owen 719-371-7863

***
HANDYMAN 

SERVICES
Riversong Contracting LLC

We build Greenhouses, 
Decks, Garages, Fences, etc.

Call Jim 303-520-0321 

Mowing and  
Bush-hogging

Call Sonny 
719-371-2866

***
WILDFIRE

MITIGATION
Home and Property 

Protection
Skid Steer Work/Home 

Improvement and Repair
Serving Custer County and 

Surrounding Areas
Swota Enterprises

719-783-4477
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Recurring Events
Monday
10 a.m. Pickle Ball Silver Cliff Memorial Park 

More info: lizbrannen@gmail.com
6 p.m. Alcoholics Anonymous (CLSD) 12 Step 

study, at St. Luke’s, 3rd & Rosita in Westcliffe.  
Jim at 783-2053.

1st Monday of the Month
5 p.m. Post 170 Auxiliary monthly meeting   

(year-round) at the Library Community Room
2nd and 4th Monday 
9:30 a.m. Mothers of Preschoolers (MOPS) . 

 at Valley Bible Fellowship, 116 Hermit Lane in  
Silver Cliff. Call 913-710-6109 

6 – 7 p.m. Narcotics Anonymous
Community United Methodist Church Fellowship Hall. 

Children  Welcome.  colobamanana@yahoo.com
1st Tuesday of the Month
6:30 p.m. American Legion Post 170 monthly 

meeting at Cliff Lanes meeting room.
4-6 p.m. Christian Music on KLZR 91.7 FM
Wednesday
9 a.m. Westcliffe Band of Brothers Bible Study 

through Aug 30 at the Senior Center, Silver Cliff
9:30 – 11 a.m. Line dancers meet at the United 

Methodist Church, 204 S 6th St. Call Debbie 
Underwood at (432) 553-7483.

9:45-11:30 a.m The Posse Ladies Bible Study.  
Summer Schedule  6/21, 7/19, 8/16, 9/20. at  
305 County Road 159 off of Hermit Road 
Holly 703-338-4100

10 a.m. Pickle Ball Silver Cliff Memorial Park 
More info: lizbrannen@gmail.com

6 p.m. Alcoholics Anonymous  (CLSD) Big Book 
Study at St. Luke’s, 3rd & Rosita, in Westcliffe.  
Jim at 783-2053.  

6 p.m. Prayer Group Meeting. First Baptist Church 
of Westcliffe. Call 719-783-2498.

First Thursday of the Month
9 a.m. - 3 p.m. Comfort Quilters, First Baptist 

Church Community Room (log building next to  
the church) located at 417 S. 6th St. 
Contact Delores Jobe at 719-371-1451.

2nd Thursday of the Month
6 p.m.  Custer County Republican Central 

Committee meeting. Court House Basement. 
The public is welcome and encouraged to attend. 
See www.CusterGOP.com or Facebook page at 
https://m.facebook.com/custergop 

3rd Thursday of the Month
2 p.m. Round Mt Water District Meeting.  Loc.  TBA  
6 p.m. Liberty Rocks 5:30 order,  6 p.m. Presentation 
Location for June:  4Kings Bar & Grill
Friday
10 a.m. Pickle Ball Silver Cliff Memorial Park 

More info: lizbrannen@gmail.com
1 - 4 p.m.-  Mah Jongg at the Senior Center 
6 p.m. Alcoholics Anonymous Open Discussion, St 

Luke’s, 3rd & Rosita. Call Martha 719-371- 1853.
Saturday
10 a.m. Wet Mountain Al-Anon Family Group 

meets at St. Luke’s Episcopal Church. Call Dee 
(719) 404-1851 or Jean (719) 371-1229.

3rd Saturday of Month
1 p.m. VFW meeting at Cliff Lanes Conference 

Room, Post Commander Burt Daniels 719-783-3050 

ClassifiedsClassifieds

Lori Kastendieck
Independent Broker

Real Estate
WestcliffeBroker.com

719-269-0653
Serving buyers & sellers

Since 1982

Services

Real Estate

Help Wanted

No Job Too Small 
Remodels, Decks,  Interior/

Exterior Paint  
Log Home Staining and 

Log repair, Construction. 
Local References, Insured.   

Tony (719) 783-2883

Announcements

Garages

FREE BOOKS
At the Sentinel’s Lending 

Library:
History, biography, war, 

crime, etc.
Good quality.

To Place an ad, please call 719-783-3360 or email  sdc.sentinel@gmail.com. 
The deadline for getting your information into the Classifieds is Monday at 4 p.m. for that week’s edition.

For Sale

Happy Birthday
Lisa “Sparky” 

Frank

Events
Sunday, July 30,  2 – 4:30 p.m.	
KLZR Summer in the Park “Smyth & Taylor” 
hosted by KLZR 91.7 FM,
Summit Park Adams Blvd & Main St, Westcliffe
August 3 - August 28 	
Sangres Art Guild Art Show “Jammin’ Art” 
3rd Street Gallery 59000 N. Highway 69, Westcliffe
Saturday, August 5, Dinner 5 p.m. Concert 
6 p.m.  Benefit w/Sons & Brothers Band for 
SDC Christian School. Dinner Reservations  
recommended. 60260 Hwy 69 N 
For Info Call Jera White (719) 232-5372
Saturday, August 12, gates open at 7:30 a.m,  
Free Pancake Breakfast 8-10 
AirFest at SilverWest Airport

Coming Soon!  August 26th
Lighthouse Community Appreciation BBQ

For Rent

Happy Anniversary  
 Jerry & Wanda

Tune in 
The First Tuesday of the Month

4-6 p.m. Christian Music on KLZR 91.7 FM
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Commit your way to the LORD;   
trust in Him, and he will act.   Psalm 37:5   

Friday, July 28, 2023

Sangre de Cristo Sentinel • Westcliffe, Colorado

KIDSKIDS

CornerCorner

Monarch Butterfly
Here we are in summer with the beautiful 
arrays of colorful flowers everywhere. 
To add to the beauty of the flowers, 
are hummingbirds and the monarch 
butterfly. 
The monarch butterfly or simply 
monarch is a milkweed butterfly. Other 
common names include milkweed, 
common tiger, wanderer, and black-
veined brown. It is one of the most 
familiar of North American butterflies 
and an iconic pollinator. Its wings 
are colored with orange, black and white in a very recognizable pattern. Their 
bright colors tell predators: “Don’t eat me. I’m poisonous.” The butterflies get 
their toxins from a plant called milkweed, which is their only food source in the 
caterpillar stage. If an animal eats a monarch, they usually don’t die, but it feels 
sick enough to avoid monarchs in the future. 
Monarchs live in North, Central and South America as well as Australia, some 
Pacific Islands, India, and Western Europe. The most interesting thing about 
the monarch is their migration that North American monarchs undertake each 
year. Every fall, as cold weather approaches, millions of these delicate insects 
leave their home range in Canada and the United States and begin flying south. 
They continue until they reach southern California or Mexico. This trip can 
encompass at least nearly 2,500 miles. 
These traveling butterflies return to the same forests every year. Some estimates 
say up to a billion butterflies arrive in the mountains of Mexico each year. The 
Monarchs in California and Mexico, mate toward the end of winter. After 
this the males die, the females head north depositing their eggs on milkweed 
plants and they then eventually die. From these eggs green and white striped 
caterpillars will emerge. They feed on the milkweed for 2 weeks. Then they are 
ready to turn into pupae. To become a pupa, also called a chrysalis, a monarch 
larva attaches itself with silk to a leaf or branch, sheds its skin, and forms a 
hard shell. After nine to 15 days, a fully formed butterfly emerges. This entire 
process takes about a month. 

by Audrey Slater. Sources: Sttps://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Monarch_but-
terfly,  https://kids.nationalgeographic.com/animals/invertebrates/facts/mon-
arch-butterfly.
Pic Source: https://www.worldwildlife.org/species/monarch-butterfly

719-216-9545

• Metal Roofing
• Siding
• Windows
• Decks
• Buildings

OVER 20 YEARS OF QUALITY AMISH WORKMANSHIPOVER 20 YEARS OF QUALITY AMISH WORKMANSHIP

CONSTRUCTIONCONSTRUCTION

Gabe’s Rodent Removal
Proudly Serving Custer County, 

Cotopaxi and Gardner
Poison Free Solutions 

Infestations & Maintenance

  719-717-0976
GabesRodentRemoval@Gmail.com

     https://www.facebook.com/gabesrodentremoval

Do you know someone who is struggling 
with food, housing repairs, paying bills, 
or most importantly - spiritual needs?
Westcliffe Band of BrothersWestcliffe Band of Brothers is looking 
for opportunities to serve someone in 

need as God has called us to serve.
If you have a need, or know someone 

who does, please reach out to us  
by calling or texting Brett at 
719-371-0021719-371-0021  or emailing  

westcliffebandofbrothers@gmail.comwestcliffebandofbrothers@gmail.com
Help us share God’s Love! Help us share God’s Love! 

Revi Predator Revi Oasis
Offering E-bike and Bicycle Repair

 and E-bike Rentals! 
Come see us at 113 Mill St. in Silver Cliff!

               10 am - 5 pm Thur - Mon, 
               Tues & Wed hours vary
ramoutdoor.us 719-371-3201 hello@ramoutdoor.us

Grid-Tie 

/ s��-
"Rcmcrwabl• Energy Systems" 

QUALITY - SERVICE - DEPENDABILITY 
Custom Design and Installation 

Photovoltaics, Wind, Hybrid & Grid-Tie systems 
Maintenance Program Available 

Serving Custer County 
For 30Years 

www.solarsolutions.com 

PV Installation 
Pat Bailey - Owner Professional 

10 Hermit Lane, 
PO Box 554 

Ph: 719/783-9666 
Fax: 719/783-2167 

 Silver Cliff, CO 81252 email: pbailey@solaJ"solutions.com 

Silent Auction during the concert,  
with proceeds going toward tuition for students  

of Sangre de Cristo Christian School.
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Epp Interviews Part 3

by Fred Hernandez

The mistaken conception 
is that most anyone 

can be a county official as 
long as they have the basic 
requirements: residency, 
age, rudimentary skills.  
Particularly in small com- 
munities where it is 
difficult to lure good, 
qualified people to the job, 
most of those who present 
themselves lack the skills 
necessary to perform their 
obligations.  

One of the most important 
is basic management skills.  
Candidate Lucas Epp 
who seeks the position of  
County Commissioner for 
District 3, is well qualified 
as a manager not only be-
cause of training but solid 
experience.  At the compa-
ny where he has been af-
filiated, as a full time, sal-
aried manager for the last 
seven years, Sundt, Lucas 
has managed portions of 
large projects that required 
extensive application of 
his managerial skills.  He 
goes through each of the 
processes necessary to  
ensure a successful out-
come of the work at hand.  
It starts with the Planning 
Stage in which the appro-
priate goals sought after 
are clearly identified and 
agreed upon along with 
the action needed to pursue 
those goals. 

Next is Organizing. This 
is followed by establishing 
the resources and the team 
responsible to achieve the 
goals. In this stage of the 

process the manager estab-
lishes worker relation-ships 
and forms the team or 
teams of workers with 
their different skills needed 
on the project. In his job as 
a Project Superintendent, 
Lucas has organized and  
led teams of as many as 
twenty to thirty-five indi-
viduals with various skills.  
While his main expertise is 
as a licensed Master Elec-
trician, (he is licensed in  
eight states), he has been 
given wide manage-
ment responsibilities on 
multi-million dollar con-
struction projects. 

The next step in the man-
agement process is Lead-
ing. This is the most im-
portant part of the process 

as it is at this stage where 
the vision of success 
has to be verbalized to 
the team(s), this is when  
the team(s) have to be 

energized, the employ-
ees inspired and motivat-
ed. Communication and  
negotiations are vital 
for the achievement and  
execution of the goals  
at hand. 

Final step is Execution and  
Turnover. Given a proper 
plan, the correct materials 
and resources, the budget 
and a well-trained team, 
any project can be turned 
over successfully to the 
client.

Candidate Lucas Epp is 
eminently qualified to 
assume the responsibilities 
of a commissioner for 
District #3 based on his 
training as a professional, 
his work experience and 
his good character.  We 
need government leaders 
with integrity who adhere 
to the Constitution of the 
United States and to the 
Constitution of the State 
of Colorado. He is one 
who believes firmly in the 
rule of law and the Bill of 
Rights.

Candidate Epp on Management 
A Trained and Experienced Manager with the review but since 

Day made the workshop a 
“no public comment until 
the end” she couldn’t speak. 
He also said the county’s 
insurance carrier, Colorado 
Technical Services, Inc. 
(CTSI) advised that the 
Manual “should have full 
public disclosure.” (It  
did not.)

Flower then piped up 
saying, “I agree with a 
lot of what you said” and 
went on to say that maybe 
the commissioners could 
invite local “experts” to 
the meeting and ask them 
to comment when needed. 
Canda agreed with the 
concept. Flower then waxed 
eloquent, on and on, about 
what a workshop should be. 

After some more talk, 
Day asked for the vote to 
approve the Manual. Day 
and Flower voted “aye” and 
Canda “nay”. Canda noted 
that the document could 
have had more “meat” to 
it. He, of course, was not 
pleased on how it was 
rushed through the creation 
and review process.

We were then treated 
to a perfect example of 
poor leadership as the 
commissioners  spent an 
enormous amount of time 
trying to jam in all the things 
that had to get done to hire a 
CM before Day’s artificial 
deadline. Remember, Day 
and Flower only allowed 
FIVE days for people to 
submit their applications 
for the CM job. (This is flat 
out malfeasance. This is 
intentionally trying to limit 
the number of applicants so 
Day and Flower’s favorite, 
Wilson, can get the job. It 
should be posted for at least 
30 days. We want the best 
candidate for the job not 
two guys favorite. It is flat 
out wrong to limit it to five 
days. Dirty politics, folks.)

The discussion centered 
around how to select the 
finalists for review, when to 
schedule it, and in general, 
how to proceed. This went 
on and on. The County 
Attorney, who was present, 
was frequently asked 
questions. Because Day 
had scheduled the actual 
candidate section for August 
1, the commissioners had 
to really rush to attempt to 
interview the candidates. 
They finally decided to 

schedule the interviews in 
between other meetings on 
July 26 and 27. (This gives 
virtually no notice to the 
applicants who might have 
jobs or be distant. Again, it 
favors Wilson. This again is 
very dirty politics in making 
it difficult for the candidates 
other than Wilson to attend 
the interviews.) This short 
time interval was protested 
by Canda, “So no time 
warning for the interviews.” 

And that was that. Another 
UnHappy Day in Happy 
Valley. 

(This whole rush CM job 
creation and candidate 
selection is so wrong for 
our county. And dirty. 
Day openly admitted he is 
rushing it because of the 
Recall. He is doing that in 
spite of massive objections 
from the public. Rushed 
job description, rushed 
policy manual, rushed 
job application period 
—only five days, rushed 
interviews, and rushed 
selection: Does that sound 
like good governing to you, 
fellow citizens? Especially 
since it will be the most 
powerful position in county 
government.  This is flat-
out bad governing. And not 
right.)

honest member of our 
community and should 
have the support of all 
voters. However, Lucas 
could have been challenged 
by you or someone else that 
you support… But no one 
stepped up to do the job.

•   You reference, a couple 
of times, that this is a small 
group of people pushing 
the recall… 25%+ of this 
small county’s voters is 
not a small group. Plus, 
there is a database of many 
more supporting this action.

•   Most importantly, you 
failed to mention that the 
Eleventh Judicial District 
Court judge ruled in favor 

of the recall and the special 
election. It was the County 
Clerk that did not handle 
the recall petition correctly. 
Per the Judge’s order, the 
recall was sufficient as no 
signatures should have 
been withdrawn after  
9-8-2022, the last date of 
the protest. Please refer to 
Eleventh Judicial District 
Court:
Custer County 
Case # 2022CV6
205 S. 6th St.
Westcliffe, CO 81252
Telephone: (719) 783-2274
Fax: (719) 783-2995
Gaye Lynn Murdoch 
Rural Custer County 
(Editor/GG: Ms. Murdoch 
is responding to a hate filled 
missive posted by Deb Ad-
ams recently on Facebook 

where she attacks the re-
call campaign against Tom 
Flower including childish 
barbs against one of the 
Recall Committee mem-
bers, Ann Barthrop, and of 
course launches lib invective 
against yours truly, Adam’s 
biggest fan. Remember, Ad-
ams is the failed extreme, 
and I mean extreme, left 
wing Board of County Com-
missioners candidate who 
ran against retired Air Force 
Colonel Bill Canda and lost 
bigly. Question: Why are the  
extreme left wing progres-
sive elements in Custer 
County supporting Tom 
Flower, a registered “re-
publican”? Is there some-
thing here that should 
be public? Or is it that  
Flower’s deplorable behav-
ior is similar to their own?)

RESPONSE 
from page 1

BOCC 
From page 1

We create heirloom furniture 
so you can create lasting memories.

Open Mon - Sat | 9am-5pm
57965 Hwy 69, Westcliffe | 719-783-0988 | https://shopyoders.com

At Yoder’s, we only source the highest quality materials. 
Our furniture is built by the best Amish craftsmen in the country 

and will last for generations to enjoy.

Now also offering 
quality footwear and 
outdoor wear with 

brands like Merrell, 
Zamberlan, DryShod, 
Tony Lama, Justin, 

Twisted X, 
Kenetrek boots 
and MORE!

Dentures, PartialsJared M. Smith, DMD

618 Main Street, Cañon City, CO
275-0661    jaredsmithdmd.com

Advanced Dental Technology

Same Day
     Porcelain Crowns,
     Bridges, Inlays,
     Onlays, Veneers

Dentures, Partials 

Dental Implants

Root Canals

In-Chair Bleaching Available

Laser Soft Tissue Treatment

Digital X-Rays & 3D X-Rays

 

Creating 
Beautiful Smiles 

in Colorado

.

.

..

...

Residen
tial & 
Comme
rcial 

Wa 
'D,W 

ertifie
d 
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ory 
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Specializ
ing in 
Metal 

Restorati
on, 

EPDM, 
Rubber, 
Foam & 

Ply. 
(719

) 
792-
941

4
(800

) 
364-
297

9
David 
Mullet
1487 Red 
Mountai
n Trail• 
Cotopaxi

, CO 
81223 

Warranty Certified & Factory Trained
Specializing in Metal Restoration,

EPDM, Rubber, Foam & Ply

719-792-9414
800-364-2979
David Mullett

Residential & Commercial
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Certain terms, conditions and exclusions apply. See our Electronic Funds Transfers 
Disclosure for more details. Contactless functionality is available on all newly issued 
debit cards. For existing cardholders, contactless functionality will be available upon next 
reissue, unless requested sooner. Requested Contactless Cards are usually received 
within 7-14 days. 

Visit your branch or call us at (866) 262-2657  
to order your FREE new debit card today!

Contactless Payments Now Available!

KIRKPATRICK 
BANK     Member FDIC

©2020 KIOTI Tractor Division Daedong-USA, Inc.
Pre-production model shown. Specifications, features, and available options subject to change. 

*Optional loader with standard quick attach bucket. 

Store Hours: 
Monday - Friday 8 am - 6 pm | Saturday 8 am - 5 pm

635 Shoop Dr., Penrose, CO 81242  |  719-784-0123
www.truevaluetrailers.com

Beach Redi Mix 
& Concrete Pumping
“The Foundation of Custer County”

Septic tanks available
1000 gallon, 1250 gallon, and 1500 gallon

Pre-Casts Decorative 
Barrier Blocks and Curb Stops

719-783-3558
i n f o @ s b c o m pa n i e s . c o m
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Colorado State NewsColorado State News

Polis’ Secret Police Coming for  
Your Gas-Powered Lawn Mower

by Jon Caldara,  
Complete Colorado Page 
Two

Gov. Jared Polis has his 
own secret police.

They create their laws 
without the approval or 
even review of any of our 
directly elected representa-
tives.

We must live by their edicts 
or be punished as they  
see fit.

The governor has sole ty-
rannical authority to ap-
point his secret police, just 
like Stalin.

OK, maybe that’s a bit of 
an overstatement. Maybe.

Since we just celebrated 
the Fourth of July, it’s 
worth remembering our 
forefathers dumped a 
bunch of tea into a harbor 
to protest “taxation without 
representation.”

So, the idea that we directly 
elect our representatives to 
make policy decisions is an 
indispensable, foundation-
al American value.

When one guy appoints his 
cronies–stooges we don’t 
directly elect–and those 
thugs make decisions we 
must live by, well that’s the 
opposite of representative 
government.

Even if we did elect that 
guy to sign or veto bills, 
it brings us a lot closer to 
why we threw a bunch of 
tea into a harbor when he 
does an end-run around our 
representatives.

Let’s take our state legis-
lature, as overwhelmingly 
progressive as they are. 
They considered a bill to 
prohibit the sale and even 
advertising of devices with 
“small, off-road engines” 
— such as lawn mowers 
and leaf blowers. And they 
refused to pass it.

Attention — I repeat: our 
duly elected representa-
tives, who were sworn 
in without Capitol riots, 
insurrections or nothing, 
these ultra-progressive leg-
islators declined to outlaw 
gasoline-powered lawn 
mowers and leaf blowers.

So controversial, so dis-
liked was the idea of ban-
ning these items the Demo-
crat who wrote the bill had 
to pull the anti-lawn mow-
er/leaf blower language out 
of his Senate Bill 22-138 
for it to survive.

So, as we just learned, the 
governor’s unelected secret 
police might just outlaw the 
mowers despite our elected 
representatives’ expressed 
votes. Who are these Stasi?

They are call the Air  
Quality Control Com-
mission. They are as  
powerful as the unelected,  
all-governor-appointed 
Public Utilities Commis-
sion, the good mafioso 
folks who continue to raise 
our electric rates for their 
buddies at Xcel. And “ma-
fioso” power isn’t an over-
statement. For both these 
two commissions (even that 
sounds mobbed-up) answer 
to only one Don. Don Polis.

All this begs a simple 

question: A legislature 
that’s willing to ban shop-
ping bags should be more 
than willing to criminal-
ize the preferred choice of 
violent drug lords when 
they’re gardening — those 
gas-powered, assault leaf 
blowers.

So why have a faceless 
committee of thugs do the 
dirty work?

Simple: because the anti-
fossil fuels mob under  
the Gold Dome doesn’t 
want their fingerprints 
on the murder, we hire 
nameless thugs.

Even Polis can wash his 
hands of this and claim 
that “regulators” made 
this unpopular decision, 
with most not asking the 
follow-up question, “you 
mean your hand-picked 
regulators made the  
decision, Governor?”

It’s one of the many, many 
ways our “libertarian” 
governor continues to 
say he tries to “keep 
government off the backs 
of Coloradans.”

The recommendation that 
the commission will use 
to consider this ban comes 
from the Regional Air 
Quality Council. But by 
their own numbers, they 
admit this lawn equipment 
doesn’t create any ozone 
problems.

According to RAQC, lawn 
and garden equipment adds 
2.5 ppb (parts per billion) 
to our “summertime 
ozone concentrations.” Yet 
natural and background 

sources, like plants and 
wildfires (including a lot 
from out of state) create 
48.6 ppb.

It’s worth remember-
ing Gov. Polis rescinded 
previous Gov. John 
Hickenlooper’s application 
for a waiver to the EPA 
for noncompliance on 
ozone because, duh, it had 
nothing to do with any-
thing Coloradans did.

So, because the governor 
yanked that waiver the EPA 
is requiring a reformulation 
of our gasoline costing us 
about $0.50 more a gallon. 
And recall Polis wrote a 

letter to the EPA “outraged” 
that they were doing so, 
but took no responsibility 
for being the cause of it 
(sensing “hey, it wasn’t 
because of me” theme?).

And by the end of the year, 
in opposition to our elected 
officials vote, Polis’s crew 
may well ban gardening 
equipment.

The legislature did give a 
30% cash incentive (more 
of your tax money, less 
of your TABOR refund 
checks) for folks to buy 
electric lawn equipment. 
That might help home-
owners but does nothing 

for small businesses who 
need powerful, long-last-
ing equipment.

These companies are often 
owned and almost always 
employ minorities, particu-
larly Hispanics. You know, 
the people Democrats say 
they work for.

Jon Caldara is president of 
the Independence Institute, 
a free market think tank in 
Denver.

Please see: https://page 
two.completecolorado.
com/2023/07/19/caldara-
polis-secret-police-come-
for-your-gas-powered-
lawn-mower/

by Lauren Scott,  
The Center Square

Arizona and Colorado 
had similar policy 

decisions in recent years 
but diverged on a number of 
them. A new report says the 
Copper State’s pro-growth 
moves have resulted in 
outsized economic growth 
compared to its northern 
neighbor.

Partnered with the 
Arizona Chamber, the 
Common Sense Institute 
of Arizona used research 
from partners in Colorado 
to estimate the potential 
impacts on Arizona’s 
economic prospects of en-
acting some of the policy 
ideas within the “job killer” 
bills, according to the CSI 
Arizona report. 

CSI’s report analyzed 67  

bills and found that if 
enacted, they would create 
an additional $25 billion 
in costs for businesses, 
resulting in a $9.5 billion 
decrease in Arizona’s 
economy.

“Bills like those studied 
here are being shopped at 
state legislatures across 
the country, and many of 
them have been introduced 
annually at the Arizona 
Legislature,” according 
to the report. “Though 
they have not moved in 
the past, the lesson of 
Colorado’s anti-business 
policy transformation over 
the past half decade shows 
that climates can change 
quickly.”

Five years ago, Arizona 
and Colorado were on 
similar growth trajectories. 
In 1990, Arizona had 

3.7 million residents and 
Colorado was 10% smaller. 
By 2015, Arizona’s 
population had increased 
86% and Colorado’s by a 
comparable 65%. 

One difference in the 
past few years between 
Arizona and Colorado is 
the policies. 

“Arizona has aggressively 
invested in policy initia-
tives post-Great Recession 
intended to both diversify 
and make more competi-
tive its business economy  
(and in particular its  
manufacturing economy),” 
according to the report. 
“The beginnings of this 
can be traced to the state’s 
passage in 2011 of its ‘Jobs 
Bill,’ which established the 
Commerce Authority and 
lowered business property 
and income tax rates.”

But Colorado went in a 
different direction. 

“While the state conformed 
to the federal tax law 
changes in 2017, beginning 
in 2019, it has been 
enacting various statutory 
and regulatory schemes 
intended to promote social 
welfare ahead of economic 
growth,” according to the 
report. 

Colorado’s manufacturing 
sector is now running at an 
average annual job growth 
rate of just 0.7%/year. 

According to the report, if 
Arizona had grown more 
like Colorado since 2019, 
there would be 113,500 
fewer workers, 3.5% of the 
state’s workforce. 

“Policy matters as seen 
in Arizona’s success 
compared to Colorado’s 

shortcomings. In the 
Grand Canyon State, our 
leaders have trusted people 
over government,” Rep. 
Matt Gress, a Phoenix 
Republican who previously 
served as former Gov. Doug 
Ducey’s budget director, 
told The Center Square. 
“The report released 
today by the Common 
Sense Institute Arizona 
reveals that some Arizona 
politicians think they know 
better than Arizonans by 
proposing terrible ideas 
like tax hikes of all sorts, 
higher energy costs to cover 
environmental regulations, 
and greater compliance 
with an administrative state 
that knows no bounds.”

In Colorado and since 
2019, at least 13 bills 
similar to “job killer” bills 
identified this year by the 
Arizona Chamber have 

been enacted. More are 
under active consideration 
and each year similar bills 
are re-introduced. 

“Arizona has seen extraor-
dinary economic growth 
over the last ten years,”  
Executive Director of CSI 
Arizona Katie Ratlief said 
in a tweet. “Our econo-
my has diversified and 
matured, and we’ve been 
one of the fastest growing 
states in the country.”

CSI estimates that some of 
the bills introduced would 
have a total tax increase of 
more than $15 billion. 

(Editor/GG: Thank you 
local dems for this.)

Please see:  https://www.
thecentersquare.com/ 
arizona/article_ 0fe32ea8-
20ee-11ee-a157-
9fccf8a8570f.html

Tale of Two States’ Policies: Arizona vs. Colorado

Deck Restoration  Deck Restoration  New Deck Construction New Deck Construction 
Log Home RestorationLog Home Restoration     Custom & Fine Carpentry Custom & Fine Carpentry 
 Interior/Exterior Painting  Interior/Exterior Painting   Hardwood Floor Installation Hardwood Floor Installation 
 Hardwood Floor Restoration  Hardwood Floor Restoration   Custom Barn DoorsCustom Barn Doors

 Project Management Project Management Consulting Consulting  

720.309.4262         sapiahwoodworks@gmail.com720.309.4262         sapiahwoodworks@gmail.com

Lisa KidwellLisa Kidwell
Owner/ContractorOwner/Contractor

Fully InsuredFully Insured                           Complimentary On-Site ConsultationComplimentary On-Site Consultation  



	 Friday, July 28, 2023	 Sangre de Cristo Sentinel  	 17

The Liberty Tree
Religion, The Constitution & Culture

State, National, & World
“All That Is Necessary for the Triumph of Evil Is That Good Men Do Nothing”— Edmund Burke

by Mark Tapson,  
FrontPageMag.com

For decades, gangsta rappers 
have raked in money, fame, and 

recording industry awards hand-over-
fist by promoting a culture of violence, 
drugs, crime, misogyny, hedonism, 
and greed. There has been not a peep 
of an objection from the Progressive 
Left to the damage this has done 
and continues to do to generations 
of young people, especially in poor 
inner-city communities, where 
rappers, gang members, and drug 
dealers are idolized and emulated 
by far too many. But let one country 
music star complain that American 
cities have degenerated into a 
wasteland of lawlessness and chaos, 
and triggered leftists leap to smear 
him publicly as a violent racist.

Quadruple-platinum-selling country 
artist Jason Aldean has found 
himself the target of a wave of leftist 
condemnation over the new video of 
a song (which was actually released 
months ago) titled, “Try That in a 
Small Town.” The video intersperses 
actual footage of rioting, looting, 
and confrontations with police in 
cities, with shots of Aldean and his 
band performing before a courthouse 
in a public square in Columbia, 
Tennessee.

The lyrics and imagery capture the 
kind of random violence that has 
become endemic in Democrat-run 
urban hellholes all across America 
– carjackings, the knockout game, 
and armed robbery – as well as 
open contempt for law enforcement 
and the American flag in a country 
whose children have been taught 
by decades of leftist educators that  
their homeland is a uniquely 
oppressive and evil nation in world 
history. Aldean warns in the song that 
that attitude wouldn’t be tolerated in 
small-town America, and he issues a 
sort of “molon labe” warning to the 
anti-Second Amendment activists 
who aim (pun intended) to disarm 
law-abiding gun owners.

Here are the lyrics, credited to 
songwriters Kelley Lovelace, Neil 
Thrasher, Tully Kennedy and Kurt 
Michael Allison:
Sucker punch somebody on a sidewalk
Carjack an old lady at a red light
Pull a gun on the owner of a liquor store
Ya think it’s cool, well, act a fool if ya like
Cuss out a cop, spit in his face
Stomp on the flag and light it up

Yeah, ya think you’re tough
Well, try that in a small town
See how far ya make it down the road
Around here, we take care of our own
You cross that line, it won’t take long
For you to find out, I recommend  
you don’t
Try that in a small town
Got a gun that my granddad gave me
They say one day they’re gonna round up
Well, that sh**  might fly in the city,  
good luck
Try that in a small town
See how far ya make it down the road
Around here, we take care of our own
You cross that line, it won’t take long
For you to find out, I recommend you 
don’t
Try that in a small town
Full of good ol’ boys, raised up right
If you’re looking for a fight
Try that in a small town
Try that in a small town
Try that in a small town
See how far ya make it down the road
Around here, we take care of our own
You cross that line, it won’t take long
For you to find out, I recommend  
you don’t
Try that in a small town

The video concludes with a few 
nostalgic images that reflect the 
sanity, sense of community, and 
peaceful order that Aldean’s song 
associates with small-town America.

Pretty tame stuff, actually, but Pro-
gressives hate white America, small-
town America, law enforcement, 
and gun culture, so it was inevitable 
that Aldean would face a barrage of  
celebrity and media condemnation.

Former singer-songwriter and promi-
nent gun control advocate Sheryl 
Crowe, for example, tweeted her 
indignation, falsely accusing Aldean 
of promoting violence: “Jason 
Aldean, I’m from a small town. 
Even people in small towns are sick 
of violence. There’s nothing small-
town or American about promoting 
violence. You should know that 
better than anyone having survived a 
mass shooting,” she wrote, referring 
to the 2017 massacre at a Las Vegas 
music festival where Aldean was 
performing. “This is not American or 
small town-like. It’s just lame.”

The showbiz industry rag Variety 
published a snarling hit piece whose 
headline – “Jason Aldean Already 
Had the Most Contemptible Country 
Song of the Decade. The Video 
Is Worse” – makes for a pretty 

unambiguous spoiler of where the 
article’s remaining 2,000 words are 
going to go.

Rolling Stone magazine – the 
same far-Left outlet that published 
a sickening denunciation of the 
popular anti-child trafficking movie 
“Sound of Freedom” – predictably 
chimed in with an article (under the 
category, “Dog Whistles”) titled 
“Here’s What’s Wrong With Jason 
Aldean’s Vision of America.” It cites 
University of Oklahoma professor 
Karlos K. Hill, “a scholar of racial 
violence,” who labels the song a 
“narrative of white nationalism. 
But it’s packaged in this really nice, 
seemingly benign package of country 
music.” [Emphasis added]

It’s white nationalist now to want 
your town to be free of rampant crime 
and wanton destruction. Who knew?

The left-wing propagandists at 
Washington Post (WaPo) offered 
up a partial explanation for the 
controversy by noting that some 
of the footage used in the video 
came from Black Lives Matter 
demonstrations (apparently it’s racist 
to connect BLM with the “mostly 
peaceful” rioting that rocked America 
throughout 2020). It also pointed out 
that the courthouse featured in the 
video was the scene of a lynching 
(nearly 100 years ago), and that 
Columbia was the scene of a race riot 
(nearly 80 years ago).

And yet WaPo then goes on 
to acknowledge that the video 
production company TackleBox 
confirmed that Aldean had nothing to 
do with choosing the site, a “popular 
filming location outside of Nashville” 
that has also been featured in the 
Lifetime movie “Steppin’ Into the 
Holiday” and Disney’s “Hannah 
Montana: The Movie”.

Nevertheless, the cancel culture mob 
swelled so swiftly that the cowards at 
CMT, the Country Music Television 
network, panicked and pulled the 
video from rotation. Gun control 
activist Shannon Watts, who had 
tweeted that Aldean “has recorded a 
song… about how he and his friends 
will shoot you if you try to take their 
guns,” crowed about her own part 
in the CMT cancellation, writing on 
Tuesday, “Proud to have had a hand 

Country Star Challenges  
America’s Culture of Crime

The ranking Democrat on the House Oversight 
Committee told MSNBC’s “All In” that Donald Trump’s 
only purpose for being president was to use the 
position as a “moneymaking operation.” On July 
11, Jamie Raskin (D-MD) explained that Republican 
attacks on Joe Biden were to distract from Trump 
converting the presidency into an instrument of profit 
maximization for himself and his family and he wants 
to keep this grift going.” Raskin claimed, “So there’s 
gotta be an effort to bring down Joe Biden by putting 
him in the same category which is ridiculous and it 
is not convincing to the American people.” In other 
words, Raskin and the Democrats are saying Trump 
did what Biden is being accused of doing.

Raskin said that Democrats are “still in the thick 
of this fight to defend American democracy and 
democratic institutions against the autocrats and the 
theocrats and the kleptocrats like Donald Trump.” In 
politics, whenever someone accuses an opponent of 
doing something without any evidence, it is generally 
a sure bet that the accuser is doing exactly what he 
is accusing. In this case, Biden is proven to have used 
his position as Vice President, and quite possibly 
President, to enrich himself and his family through 
influence peddling. It is proven in emails and voice 
recordings documenting Biden’s son, Hunter, shaking 
down communist Chinese businessmen for millions 
of dollars. There are also bribery allegations and 
many others.

Raskin’s remarks are untruthful and belie any 
factual evidence. But there is even a deeper 
meaning to Raskin’s rant. His words characterize a 
brand of “democracy” that doesn’t exist in the U.S. 
Constitution. This type of democracy involves an all 
powerful government that can impose its will on the 
American people through assumed and unelected 
administrative authority, redistribution of income 
to political causes and extremist organizations. This 
type of democracy stands for plying children with 
the most vile of sexual predation, killing the unborn, 
and promoting godlessness through public schools 
and institutions at taxpayer expense. This is the type 
of democracy that opens the borders and foments 
human trafficking. This is the type of democracy 
that spends billions to support proxy wars without 
Congressional consent or oversight.

Isaiah 5:20 says, “Woe to those who call evil good, 
and good evil; Who put darkness for light, and light 
for darkness; Who put bitter for sweet, and sweet 
for bitter!” And as Job 17:12 says, “They change 
the night into day; ‘The light is near,’ they say, in 
the face of darkness.” They are the ones described 
by Proverbs 17:15, “who justifies the wicked, and 
he who condemns the just, Both of them alike are 
an abomination to the LORD.” When all the Biden 
corruption was being reported before the 2020 
election, it was being censored and called conspiracy 
theories by liars. Now the undeniable facts are 
revealing truth, yet the evildoers remain committed 
to calling evil good and trying to convince everyone 
that it is saving democracy.

Bill Wilson   

Dailyjot.com  Printed with permissions

The Daily Jot 
Daily reporting and analysis of current events  

from a biblical and prophetic perspective. 
NOTE: When writing about God and Jesus, The Daily 
Jot means YHVH as God and Yeshua Ha Mashiach as 
Jesus--the actual original names and the true nature 

and character of them.   

Calling evil good

COUNTRY STAR 
see page 24

Office at 300 Main Street• Westcliffe
custompropertyservices@yahoo.com

719-783-9321

Wet Mountain Storage
115 C.r. #241, WeStCliffe, Co

for all Your Storage needS

Fully Fenced, Automatic Gate & Video Surveillance
5x10       10x10       10x15       10x20

8x20 Conex       10x30       8x40 Conex
RV Storage

Nick Fisher, QualiFied supervisor
719-371-7404  PPC16@PRIVATEGARDEN.ORG

Call to schedule:  inspections, estimates, professional 
pest management, residential, commercial, 

licensed and insured

WESTCLIFFE, CO
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Merus Partners
     Accounting Services & Consulting Firm

     Georganna Carlisle, Founder
     512-419-8752  |   gcarlisle@meruspartners.com

Shopping  Local Helps  Local Economy & Creates  Local Jobs

Armament Evolved
Guns, Ammo & More

Tues-Thurs 10am-5pm, Fri-Sat 10am-6pm
 714.5 Main St, Cañon City | 719-315-2371

RAM Outdoor Adventures
E-bike and Bicycle Repair & E-bike Rentals

113 Mill St., Silver Cliff | 719-371-3201
Thurs-Mon 10 am-5 pm, hours vary Tues & Wed

We pay cash!
For used trucks, trailers, cars, vans,

RVs, buses, & containers.
Call Henry at 303-880-8272

Automotive    &  Tires

Business Directory

No Job Too Small
Remodels, Decks, Additions, Log Repair, Staining/ Painting

Tony  719-783-2883      INSURED
For your small Construction Needs

Dave’s Roofing Systems
719-792-9414 / 800-364-2979

David Mullett
Warranty Certified & Factory Trained

Kirkpatrick Bank
8 Bassick Place, Westcliffe, CO

719.783.2030
www.kirkpatrickbank.com

United Business Bank  
102 S Adams Blvd, Westcliffe

719-783-9211
www.unitedbusinessbank.com

Dentist

Jared Smith, DMD
618 Main St, Cañon City

719-275-0661
www.jaredsmithdmd.com

Banks & Financial Services

PENNICA FINANCIAL GROUP LLC
Comprehensive Financial Advisors and Planners  

Your Trusted Advisor—Here to serve  •  719-572-0447 
www.pennicafinancial.com 

Hershberger Construction 
719-216-9545   

Matt@HershbergerConstruction.net

Cleaning Services

Valley Cleaning Services LLC
719-640-5967

Offering services for Commercial, Residential,
Construction & Short Term Rentals

Peaks Integrity Wealth Management, LLC  /   
Raymond James

Investments, Financial and Insurance Services
719-581-PEAK (7325) /  www.peaks-integrity.com

The Cliffes Auto Service
Automotive Repair and Service

215 E Main St, Silver Cliff • 719-783-3281 
CliffesAutoSvcs@gmail.com

Seifert Enterprises
Excavation, Septic Systems, Culverts, 

Driveways, Rock Sales & Delivery
719-783-2757  info@SBCompanies.com

Scan the QR to Download

Buyer  Pays Cash

Sangre View Cleaning Services  
House Cleaning weekly/bi-weekly

Supplies provided
719-502-5635

Beef LOCAL

Sangres Best Grass Finished Beef 
sangresbest.com  719.783.2222 x2

‘simple to know us and simple to get your beef’
100% Satisfaction Guarantee

Construction Services

Beach Redi-Mix & Concrete Pumping
Precast septic tanks &  

  decorative blocks 
719-783-3558 | info@SBCompanies.com

Daryl  CUSTOM Home Builders 
WKM Construction, LLC 

From the Ground Up!
719-371-5231 

Florist

Salty Pine Floral & Boutique
411 Main St, Westcliffe

719-783-9393
www.westcliffeflowershop.com

Furniture & Home Goods

Yoder’s Home Outfitting
         57965 Hwy 69, Westcliffe

Home & Patio Furniture, Footwear, Outdoor Wear
         Mon-Sat 9am-5pm

Holt Family Funeral Home
806 Macon Ave, Cañon City

719-275-4113
www.holtfamilyfuneralhomes.com

Funeral Homes

Builders/ Construction

Construction Solutions of Colorado, LLC
Steel Buildings -- Licensed & Insured

(719)371-1395
Chris Nordyke  constsolutions@icloud.com

Generator Sales / Service

GP Power Systems
719-371-8625

gppowersystems1@gmail.com

Harald Frank Skid Steer Services  
and H & L Trucking 

HaraldFrank7@gmail.com    719-371-1570
Driveways Build/Repair - Gravel & Road Base Hauling

Henry’s Remodeling & Home Projects
Over 20 years experience

303-880-8272 

KLM Seamless Gutters
Marlin Miller

Quality and Experience
719-371-7021

Grocery & Health Foods

Lowe’s Market
50 Main St, Westcliffe

719-783-0550
www.lowesmarket.com

Sunflower Natural Foods
Organic Dairy, Produce, Supplements

Many local suppliers!
405 Main St., Westcliffe | Mon-Sat 10am-5pm

Sangre View Masonry
Over 25 years experience in ICF walls,

slabs on grade, foundations, brick, stone, & more
719-459-4075 | sangreviewmasonry.com

Concrete Flat Work
Driveways, Sidewalks, Foundations 

30 years experience 
Mason 719-783-2975

CUSTOM Home Builders 
Westcliffe Construction, LLC 

From the Ground Up!
719-371-5231 

Sapiah Woodworks, LLC.
Lisa Kidwell, Owner/Contractor

Custom & Fine Carpentry, Restoration, Consulting
720.309.4262 sapiahwoodworks@gmail.com

Guns , Ammo, Knives

Eagle Edge Construction, LLC
Ronnie Miller
719-239-0300

Honesty is Everything

SWOTA ENTERPRISES
Wildfire Mitigation and Excavation 

719-783-4477
rswota@gmail.com

Bicycle Rentals/Repair

Gunfighter Design
Hard use tools for serious people

Veteran Designed & Crafted
www.gunfighterdesign.com

Not Listed? 
Give us a call for Reasonable Rates

719-783-3360

Accountants 

 Countertops

SOL Granite & Natural Stone
4804 Dillon Dr. Pueblo - 719-544-3085

solgranite.com
Inventory, Custom Design, Fabrication & Installation 

Custer County Supply Co
206 Main St. Westcliffe | 719-659-8743

Open Tues-Sat: 10am-5pm
Guns, e-bikes, dog supplies, clothing, & much more!

Gun Clubs

Royal Gorge Gun Club & Lincoln Park Pawn
1345 Elm Ave, Cañon City      719-276-3030

Lincolnparkpawn@hotmail.com
1 foot to over 1 mile, 75 different powders

Sangre Shooting Sports Club
P.O. Box 1554,  Westcliffe, CO
http://sangreshooting.com

Solar Solutions Ltd 
Off Grid and Grid Tie 

10 Hermit Lane. Silver Cliff    719-783-9666
email: pbailey@solarsolutions.com
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Shopping  Local Helps  Local Economy & Creates  Local Jobs

Wet Mtn Valley Septic
Pumping, Inspection, Repair

Locally owned & operated!  Call Chester Carsten  
719-252-2355 email: WMVSeptic@gmail.com

 Bighorn Realty   
Jack & Jean Canterbury 

719-429-5411     ranchrealtor@outlook.com 

SECOM
27850 Harris Road, La Junta

800-657-7149
www.secom.net

Music Meadows Guest Ranch
musicmeadows.com  719.783.2222 x1
‘way beyond an ordinary trail ride’

Experience * Encounter * Expand

Storage

Veterinary

Well Drilling and Pump Services

High Peaks Animal Hospital
1200 Broadway St, Silver Cliff

719-783-3770
www.highpeaksanimal.com

Finney Drilling
Cañon City

719-275-9525
larryfinneydrilling@gmail.com

Tractor/Trailer Sales

True Value Hardware and Trailers
635 Shoop Dr, Penrose

719-784-0123 
https://www.truevaluetrailers.com 

Propane

San Isabel Services Propane
90 N. Laser Dr, Pueblo West

719-547-1214
https://www.sispropane.com

Custer County Realty
902 Main St, Westcliffe

719-783-9221
www.custerrealty.com

Real Estate Services

Norup Gas
28 Range View Loop, Westcliffe

719-783-9338

Aristata Communications 
formerly Colorado Central Telecom

 Internet, Voice Services 719.937.7700 opt 1;
 www.AristataCommunications.com

Internet

Vacation / Accommodations

Heating & Air Conditioning

Michael Thiem’s Heating & AC, LLC
Westcliffe

719-429-9989
mhthiem@gmail.com

State Farm Dennis Podzemny
1004 S 9th St, Cañon City

719-275-1548
https://www.canoncityinsurance.com

Insurance

Wet Mountain Storage
302 Main St, Westcliffe (office)

719-783-9321
www.westcliffecoloradoselfstorage.com

Brenda Bosse HomeSmart Preferred Real Estate
3 Bassick Place, Westcliffe, CO 81252

719-371-3270, brenda@brendabosse.com
Selling locally for 24 years.

Piñon Plumbing, LLC
All Service Heating · Residential & Commercial

Boilers, Furnaces & Propane Heaters
Licensed & Insured · Jeff Ray 719-371-9900

White Bros Custom Plumbing & Heating, Inc.
www.whitebrosplumbing.com

P.O. Box 957, Westcliffe ~ 719-217-7202
Locally Owned & Family Operated

River Valley Plumbing and Heating
250 Moore Dr, Florence

719-285-4229
http://rivervalleyplumbingandheating.com

Solar Solutions Ltd 
Off Grid and Grid Tie 

10 Hermit Lane. Silver Cliff    719-783-9666
email: pbailey@solarsolutions.com

Solar / Renewable Energy

Dan Hight HomeSmart Preferred Real Estate
Dan Hight, Realtor

720-436-1335
Dannyhight 77@gmail.com

Restaurants & Dining Cont’dPlumbing and Heating

Pinon Plumbing, LLC
All Service Plumber • Residential & Commercial  

Boilers, Water Heaters & Gas • Custer and Fremont Co. 
Licensed & Insured / 27 Yrs. Exp • Jeff Ray 719-371-9900

White Bros Custom Plumbing & Heating, Inc.
www.whitebrosplumbing.com

P.O. Box 957, Westcliffe ~ 719-217-7202
Locally Owned & Family Operated

Stage Stop Gourmet Sundaes
& Espresso

101 N Main St, Westcliffe
Follow Us: Facebook.com/inthesangres

Landscaping

Falls to Ponder LLC 
Retaining Walls, Patios, Waterfalls & More 

719-275-5040 
FallsToPonder.com

Lori Kastendieck
Independent Broker

719-269-0653
WestcliffeBroker.com

Mitigation/ Pest Control

Gabe’s Rodent Removal
719-717-0976

GabesRodentRemoval@gmail.com
Protect your home or vacant dwelling

Premier Pest Control LLC
719-371-7404 ~ ppc16@privategarden.org

inspections, estimates, professional pest management
residential, commercial, licensed and insured

Mountain Land Properties, LLC
Sarah & Brock Flynn

719-783-0563 | mountainlandproperties.com
Serving Westcliffe since 2001

UC- WAPITI RANCH REALTY & AUCTION LLC
Wade Pettis & Jackie Shepherd-Pettis (719) 783-9052

Jackie@WapitiRanchRealty.com
www.WapitiRanchRealty.com

Window Coverings

Shadey Deals Too, Inc
Hunter Douglas Dealer 

Locally Owned; 35 years in Business 
970-376-6888  Jay & Kim Townshed

Zita’s
109 N 3rd St, Westcliffe

Uniquely Different! New menu items weekly!
Opens at 2pm Thu-Sun

Septic Services

Mitigation/ Tree Removal

Swota Enterprises
Wildfire Mitigation and Excavation 

719-783-4477
rswota@gmail.com

Wise Tree Service 
719-429-2866 Local, Insured, Experienced 

 Complete tree service-difficult removals, trimming/
shaping, stump grinding and fire mitigation 

Restaurants & Dining

4Kings Bar & Grill 
404 East Main Street • Silver Cliff

(719) 783-3331
Follow us on Facebook • 4Kings Bar & Grill

Darkskies Vacations 
Lodging for 2 – 12 people, from 1–90 nights. Book directly  

Avoid 12-20% in fees @ www.darkskies.vacations  
Selectively accepting qualified properties/clients 

Pharmacy

Palace Drug Silver Cliff          
Get your prescriptions filled while you wait!

         94 E Main St., Silver Cliff
         Palacedrugco.com | 719-371-9402

Lodging

Darkskies Vacations 
Lodging for 2 – 12 people, from 1–90 nights. Book directly  

at www.darkskies.vacations to avoid 12-20% in fees   
Selectively accepting qualified properties/clients 

Dutch Pantry & Deli
Located next to Yoder’s Home Outfitting

Mon & Sat 10-4 | Tues - Fri 9-5
  57965 Hwy 69, Westcliffe

ALPINE LODGE
RESTAURANT, LOUNGE, CABINS, CATERING, SPECIAL EVENTS

719-783-2660 • 6848 COUNTY ROAD 140, WESTCLIFFE
facebook.com/TheHistoricAlpineLodge 

Thank you for Supporting our Advertisers
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The Second Amendment Corner
Liberty’s Line in the Sand 20231776

“Blessed be the LORD my Rock, Who trains my hands for war, And my fingers for battle—”A Psalm of David, Psalm 144:1 

Handgun Defense Against Bears:  
170 Documented Incidents, 98% Effective

by Dean Weingarten,  
ammoland.com

(Editor/GG: Part 3)

July 20, 1993 – Paulabren, 
Norway, FOIA Polar Bear

Everything happened very 
fast, in about two seconds. 

Paul had a revolver, a Smith & 
Wesson, lying on his left side. The 
same moment he saw the bear he 
bent over and grabbed the gun. 
Before he had the gun ready to 
fire, the bear was at him and he 
pulled his legs back. The sleeping 
pad he was sitting on had claw 
marks on it.

Paul kicked out with his legs and 
fired the gun. He didn’t see if he 
hit, but he was sure he must have, 
at that range, about 1 m. He fired 
one more shot immediately. The 
bear then turned around and ran 
away. John could not see if the 
bear was bleeding from a gun-
shot wound. Ian also came to the 
tent opening and fired one shot at 
the bear, but thinks he didn’t hit 
the bear.

The bear ran back the same way 
it had come. First it stopped at 
about 400 m away. They saw it 
was bleeding from a wound in 
the chest. They didn’t have any 
rifle with them (it was left in town 
for another expedition that was 
going to come up on the 26th of 
July.) They tried to get closer to 
the bear to finish it. When they 
closed the distance to about 80 m 
it ran away.

February 3, 2003 – Austfjordneset 
Norway, Revolver probably .44 
Magnum, FOIA

Arthur wanted to prevent the 
bear from getting inside the 
building. When he came into the 
workshop he could hear the bear 
rummaging. He wasn’t sure if it 
was already inside or not. He 
opened the door to the woodshed, 
with the revolver cocked and 
ready. When he came into the 
shed he found himself face to 
face with the bear. The bear had 
his head trough the window. It 
seemed aggressive and tried to 
get in. Arthur felt the situation 
was very threatening. Acting on 
instinct, he shot the bear in the 
head through the window.
The bear pulled back without 
Arthur being able to tell if it 
was hit or not. He went outside 
and found the bear 10-15m away 
with a lot of blood on its head. 
He understood he needed to kill 
the bear and fired 4 more shots 
towards the forepart of the bear. 
His wife came out. He told her to 
get the shotgun. When he got it he 
checked that the ammunition was 
slugs and fire 2 shots towards the 
heart of the bear, that fell over 
and died.
March 5, 2005 – Barents Sea 
Norway .500 S&W
On March 5, 2005, two people 
were attacked by a polar bear 
in the remote area of Kapp Lee, 
Edgeøya, in the Svalbard archi-
pelago.
The .500 Smith & Wesson 
revolver had been on the market 

for just over two years when 
this occurred. The individual 
responsible for security had one 
of those big revolvers on his 
person.

This story was uncovered as part 
of a Freedom of Information Act 
(FOIA) request by AmmoLand. 
The names of the individuals 
involved were redacted. The 
original account is a translation 
with some grammatical and 
spelling errors.

What follows is the account, 
edited for readability. The 
names Paul and Sally have been 
substituted for the redacted 
names. This is what happened.

Paul, Sally and two more people 
were airlifted from Longyear-
byen to Kapp Lee, Edgeøya, 
and landed at 2:21 PM. The 
helicopter flew the two other 
people a bit further away to  
install a digital camera to take 
pictures of Storfjorden….

In far less time than it takes to 
tell it, Paul yelled, “Dammit, I’m 
shooting,” and fired one shot at 
the bear, now only 1.4 meters 
(five feet) away.

He tried to aim at the heart/lung 
areas, but was not sure where he 
hit, other than that it was to the 
right side of the neck, from the 
front, toward the back of the bear.
The bear turned immediately and 
ran away. The bear collapsed 48 
meters from where Paul stood.

October 1, 2005 – Venus Creek 
Bear Wyoming combination 

7mm Mag and 41 and .357 
Mags FOIA page 517

In the Washakie Wilderness of 
Wyoming three hunters with 
two dogs stopped to eat lunch. 
One dog barked and they were 
charged by sow grizzly and two 
large cubs. Shot the grizzly with 
7mm magnum at about 25 feet, 
and with .41 mag, maybe once 
with .357 mag.  finished with .41 
mag after it went down.

July 6, 2006 – Yukon Flats 
National Wildlife Refuge, 
United States, FOIA .44 
Magnum, Black Bear

Dinner had been cooked by the 
river an hour or so before.  After 
dinner PII and PII were talking 
a German couple who camped 
with them.   In the course of the 
conversation PII heard beavers 
downriver slapping their tails in 
alarm.  A mature black bear was 
moving directly towards them. 
PII and PII walked towards the 
bear.  At 30 yards the bear open 
and closed its mouth.  A bean bag 
round was fired.  It bounced in 
front of the animal and bounced 
up to graze its tail.  At that 
point the bear headed towards 
the upland.  As the bear moved, 
trapper PII fired three rounds 
from his .44 over its head.  PII 
then pursued the animal, which 
circled the camp and jumped into 
Beaver Creek and swam across 
the river and disappeared.

July 31, 2006 – Storøya, 
Norway,  Combination FOIA 
Polar Bear (PBHIMS)

PII fired one shot in the air with 
the revolver, and the bear stopped 
one second and turned a bit away. 
From previous situations PII 
thought that the bear was about to 
leave, and shot one more shot in 
the group to make it go away. At 
the second shot the bear jumped 
around and started walking 
towards PII again. Tove was now 
back with PII who continued 
firing warning shots. He had 
the possibility to concentrate on 
every shot and fire in the gravel 
in front of the bear, hoping that 
it would stop and turn around. 
The bear increased the speed in a 
straight line towards PI and PII. 
He told PII to fire warning shots 
too. When he had fired 6 warning 
shots he took the rifle he had over 
the shoulder and the bear was 
now so close that he could see no 
other option than firing at it. He 
said “we have to take this one” 
and fired one shot  that hit the 
front of the bear. After the first 
shot the bear had turned and was 
showing its side and PII fired one 
more shot to the heart/lung area. 
PII also fire one shot to-wards 
the bear. The bear went down but 
was still moving so Aksnes went 
closer and fired one more shot to 
the heart/lung area. After this he 
called up M/Spolarstar and asked 
them to call the Governor and 
give the GPS position.

Please see: Please see: https://
www.ammoland.com/2023/06/
handgun-defenses-against-bears-
170-documented-incidents-98-
effective/#axzz856mCYqxH

Weekly Conservative News
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By Dan Reedy,  
Ammoland.com

Mozambique, failure drill, or 
failure to stop, is likely the 

most prevalent piece of training 
in the world.

Even before I first picked up a 
handgun at roughly age 11, I 
was familiar with this, despite 
not knowing the name. Two to 
the chest, one to the head! We 
hear this in television, film, and 
video games. Although we may 
not know the history or the con-
cepts behind that phrase, nearly 
everyone in America can claim 
to have heard that line. There are 
many explanations as to where 
this came from. Some claim 
it came to be after the North  
Hollywood Shootout where  
officers were faced with ar-
mor- clad bank robbers. Others 
say it came from the world of  
espionage, where spies needed to 
quickly put down threats.

What most people agree on it 
isn’t quite so new or mysteri-
ous. Once we dive into history a 
little bit, the drill begins to make 

sense. In short, this drill comes 
to us from the height of the  
Mozambican War of Indepen-
dence, hence the name. During 
one battle, mercenary Mike 
Rousseau, armed only with a 
Browning Hi Power, came face 
to face with an adversary wield-
ing an AK rifle. Despite firing 
two rounds on 9mm into his  
opponent’s chest, the threat 
stayed vertical, with a firm grip 
on his rifle. Not one to be de-
feated, Mike re-engages, firing 
a single round toward the head. 
Years later, Mr. Rousseau relays 
the story to Colonel Jeff Cooper, 
who then later includes it in the 
Gunsite curriculum. From there 
it spread like wildfire across law 
enforcement, the military, and  
civilian defenders alike.

Setting Up the Mozambique / 
Failure Drill

For this drill, shooters will need 
a silhouette target with an 8-inch 
chest scoring zone and a head 
scoring zone. An IPSC, IDPA, 
or IALEFI-Q target are all excel-
lent examples of this. This time I  

opted to use an IDPA torso for  
my target. Next, you’ll need a 
timer, your pistol, a holster, and 
three rounds in your magazine.

IDPA Practice Targets are great for 
the Mozambique drill.

Start by placing your target at 
seven yards. Ensure you have 
two rounds in your magazine and 
one in the chamber, then holster 
your pistol. There is no set par 
time for the Mozambique/Failure 

drill, so don’t worry about setting 
one. Starting position is typically 
hands relaxed at sides or above 
the shoulders in a “surrender” 
position. In short, put your hands 
where you want them to be.

Scoring the Mozambique / 
Failure Drill

Scoring is a little abnormal with 
the Mozambique/Failure Drill. 
There is no par time, and there 
aren’t procedural scoring rings. 
Either you get your hits or you 
don’t. A round outside the chest 
or head rings counts as a miss, 
and a failure of the drill. Typical-
ly I see “passing” times hovering 
around 3 to 5 seconds, though 
that varies wildly depending on 
your source.

Focus on getting your hits, then 
slowly work on improving your 
times.

Firing the Drill

In the past, when shooting the 
Mozambique/Failure Drill, I nev-
er timed myself nor kept much 
track of hits and misses with a 
Shot Timing tool. More recently, 

I ran through the drill a few times 
with a variety of guns to see how 
they compare.

As is the tradition, I started with 
my own Hi Power, picking the 
gun up from the table as I lack a 
holster for this gun. After this, I 
made a few runs using my Glock 
19 with a Holosun 509T red dot, 
along with a Smith & Wesson 
640 Pro snubbie. Both the 
Glock and S&W were fired from 
appendix concealment. The latter 
two guns were chosen as they are 
my typical carry choices based 
upon the outfit and situation of 
the day. The Glock 19 is carried 
in a PHLster Pro Holster, and the 
640 Pro in a JM Custom Kydex 
AIWB holster, supported by a 
Magpul Tejas belt.

        Glock 19+   Hi         S&W
         509T          Power  640 Pro
Run 1	 2.96	 4.89	 5.78
Run 2	 2.70	 5.08	 5.32
Run 3	 2.77	 4.14	 4.30
Avg	 2.81	 4.70	 5.13

Self Defense Skills: The Mozambique/Failure Drill

Mozambique 
see page 24

Finney Drilling 
& excavating inc.

“We take the time to do the job right”
Larry & Cathy Finney, Owners • Fourth Generation Driller

Water Wells • Septic Systems • Foundation Excavating
Well & Septic Permit Applications • Free On-Site Planning & Estimates
Friendly Service • Licensed #1358 • Bonded • Insured • Competitive Pricing

719-275-9525 • larryfinneydrilling@gmail.com • Cañon City 206 Main St. Westcliffe 
719-659-8743  

Mon-Sat 10am-5pm
Sun 12-4pm

Carrying guns, ammo,  
fishing gear, e-bikes,  

optics, bows, dog supplies, 
clothing - including  
Voormi, Nine Line  

& Schaefer Outfitters!  

FFL transfers - $30 
(Discount for police, military 

and first responders)

We also feature products 
from all over Colorado -  

even right here in 
Westcliffe!

&

Now offering service in Custer County!

PumpingPumping • InspectionInspection • RepairRepair
Locally owned & operated!

Chester CarstenChester Carsten
719-252-2355    wmvseptic@gmail.com719-252-2355    wmvseptic@gmail.com

Wet Mtn Valley SepticWet Mtn Valley Septic

Hard use tools  
for serious people.

gunfighterdesign.com
Veteran designed and crafted.

Market Your Neighborhood 
             Grocery Store

Visit us online at  LOWESMARKET.COM  
or on Facebook at  

FACEBOOK.com/LowesSupermarkets

    Open 7:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m.                                                                                50 Main Street
                  7 Days a Week                                                                                                719/783-0550

• Full Service Grocery Store
• Ice
• Blue Rhino Propane
• Firewood
• Hunting / Fishing License

Henry’s Remodeling  
& Home Projects
Over 20 Years Experience!

Call us for your painting, remodeling, and home repairs.    

303-880-8272
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Reserve Grand Champion Pig, Owyn Clark 
Sold to Martin & Top Realty for $5,842.00

Reserve Grand Champion Goat, Kenna Ingram
Sold to Custer County Buyers Group for $1,020.00

Reserve Grand Champion Lamb, Rafael Gonzalez
Sold to Connie Thompson for $2,816.00

Grand Champion Goat, Rafael Gonzalez
Sold to Samuelson Ranch for $2,988.00

Grand Champion Lamb, Kenna Ingram
Sold to Lamp Post Lodge for $2,3445.00

Reserve Grand Champion Steer, Jaliane Gonzalez
Sold to Rancher’s Roost for $12,988.50

Sold to Custer County Buyers Group for $1,020.00
Sentinel Photos by Jennifer Russ Photography, Layout by Katherine Brenchley

Grand Champion Pig, Creed Ingram
Sold to Trails End Ranch for $4,375.00

Grand Champion Steer, Emma Rusk
Sold to Norup Gas for $12,654.00
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by Jordan Schachtel,  
Dossier Today

The Dossier has acquired 
a new Department of 

Defense (DOD) memo that 
goes into great detail on the 
topic of “care of service 
members who identify as 
transgender.”

The document, which is 
not classified but has long 
remained unavailable to 
Americans, is being pub-
lished here for the first time 
for public consumption.

The 34 page memo details 

the enormous perks granted 
to service members who 
identify as transgender.

 At the beginning of his 
tenure, President Biden 
ended President Trump’s 
ban on people who identi-
fy as transgender serving 
in the military. Since then, 
the Biden Administration 
has granted more and more 
benefits to this cohort, lead-
ing to dudes like this being 
celebrated by the Defense 
Department.

Anyway, here’s some of the 

“highlights” found within 
the document:

1.  Taxpayer funded “care” 
for transgender service 
members includes:
•	 speech/voice therapy
•	 cross-sex hormones, 
•	 laser hair removal, 
•	 voice feminization sur-

gery, 
•	 facial contouring, 
•	 body contouring, 
•	 breast/chest surgery (“up-

per surgery”)
•	 genital mutilation surgery 

(“lower surgery”).
•	 Psychological counseling

2.  Service members who 
identify as transgender 
may receive a waiver for 
grooming and uniform 
standards. 

3.  Service members who 
identify as transgender 
may receive an indefinite 
waiver for physical fitness 
standards. This waiver 
often becomes a de facto 
permanent situation, and 
the transgender identifying 
service member just has 
to renew the exemption 
request every six months.

4.  Service members who 
identify as transgender 
will be considered “non-
deployable” for up to 300 
days while taking hormones 
for their “transition” 
period. Again, given that 
these hormones are often 
required for life, this may 
render the transgender 
identifying service member 
as permanently unable to 
deploy.

The United States military 
is facing its worst recruiting 
environment since 1973, 
when the conscription 

era ended and the current 
all-volunteer force was 
formed. As the Defense 
Department memo makes 
clear, the U.S. military 
in 2023 represents more 
of a social welfare and 
social justice program than 
an entity purposed with 
defeating an aggressing 
army.

Please see: https://www.
dossier.today/p/confiden-
tial-biden-dod-memo-re-
veals

Confidential Biden DOD Memo Reveals  
“Transgender” Service Members  

Can Skip Deployments and Receive Indefinite  
Physical Fitness/Standard Waivers

by Laurel Duggan, 

An 18-year-old female 
military recruit was 

forced to shower with 
and sleep between two 
males who claimed to be 
transitioning to women, 
Republican South Dakota 
Sen. Mike Rounds told 
Fox News.

The young woman was 
distressed by her ex-
perience but was afraid that 
speaking out could hurt her 
military career, Rounds 
told Fox News. The men 
in question reportedly had 
intact genitalia and were 
on cross-sex hormones.

“She could have basically 
resigned or stepped away. 
She could have started over 
again. But nonetheless, 

it was an extremely un-
comfortable position. And 
I think this is one of the 
reasons why we’re not 
meeting our recruitment 
goals now,” Rounds told 
the outlet.

The attorney general of 
the South Dakota National 
Guard brought the 
woman’s story to Rounds’ 
attention, according to Fox 
News.
“He had contacted our 
office very concerned about 
the information he had 
received from the recruit,” 
Rounds said. “The respect 
that this young recruit 
should have received and 
the privacy that she should 
have had, she was being 
deprived of.”

The Department of Defense 
requires transgender service 
members to use bathroom 
and shower facilities that 
align with their gender 
marker, an official marker 
of one’s gender which 
service members can 
change and does not 
necessarily reflect one’s 
biological sex.

“DoD policy is that all 
Service members must 
be treated with dignity 
and respect. We would 
encourage any troop who’s 
feeling uncomfortable or 
has concerns about privacy 
in shared spaces to work 
through their chain of 
command. Commanders 
may employ reasonable 
accommodations to respect 
the privacy interests of 

Service members,” a 
Department of Defense 
official said in a written 
statement to the Daily 
Caller News Foundation. 

(Editor/GG: We are lit-
erally done. A couple of 
more years and there 
won’t be an alpha male 
in the military. Canada 
and Mexico will invade us 
with their pathetic troops 
and will win the war in 
two days. Maybe for the 
better…)

Please see: 
https://dailycaller.
com/2023/07/18/female-
military-recruit-shower-
men-transgender/
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in getting CMT to reject this 
racist and violent song.”

Prominent conservative politicos 
from Donald Trump and Ron 
DeSantis to Marsha Blackburn 
and Kristi Noem have stepped 
up in public support of Aldean. 
“When the media attacks you, 
you’re doing something right,” 
DeSantis tweeted. “@Jason_
Aldean has nothing to apologize 
for.” In a video posted to Twitter 
on Wednesday, Noem stated, “I 
am shocked by what I’m seeing 
in this country with people 
attempting to cancel this song 
and cancel Jason and his beliefs.”

In his self-defense, Aldean 
subsequently posted the following 
on Instagram:

“In the past 24 hours I have 
been accused of releasing a pro-
lynching song (a song that has 
been out since May) and was 
subject to the comparison that I 
(direct quote) was not too pleased 
with the nationwide BLM protests. 
These references are not only 
meritless, but dangerous. There is 
not a single lyric in the song that 
references race or points to it – 
and there isn’t a single video clip 
that isn’t real news footage – and 
while I can try and respect others 
to have their own interpretation 
of a song with music – this one 
goes too far.
As so many pointed out, I was 
present at Route 91 – where so 
many lost their lives – and our 
community recently suffered 
another heartbreaking tragedy. 
NO ONE, including me, wants to 
continue to see senseless headlines 
or families ripped apart.
‘Try That In A Small Town’, for 

me, refers to the feeling of a 
community that I had growing 
up, where we took care of 
our neighbors, regardless of 
differences or background or 
belief. Because they were our 
neighbors, and that was above 
any differences.
My political views have never 
been something I’ve hidden from, 
and I know that a lot of us in this 
country don’t agree on how we 
get back to a sense of normalcy 
where we go at least a day 
without a headline that keeps us 
up at night. But the desire for it to 
– that’s what this song is about.“

A return to some semblance of 
normality in America sounds 
like a slice of heaven, but 
unfortunately, that ship has 
sailed. The Left considers the 
yearning for normalcy and social 
stability to be white nationalist 
nostalgia for a time before BLM 

conquered corporate America, 
before Critical Race Theory 
metastasized throughout our 
schools, and before national 
anthem kneeling protests ruined 
our national pastimes. The 
Left doesn’t want a return to 
normalcy. It wants normalcy in 
every facet of American life to 
be disrupted, if not eradicated, to 
pave the way for revolution, for 
the “fundamental transformation” 
of a country they hate into a 
Progressive utopia.

This is why the Left defended 
the devastation wreaked by BLM 
and Antifa as “mostly peaceful,” 
but will denounce, demonize, and 
destroy Jason Aldean over what 
they perceive to be a mere “dog 
whistle” in a video.

This is why the Left has 
normalized political violence, 
criminal chaos, and open 
borders madness – because the 

collapse of the entire system is  
the goal.

This is also why the Left turns a 
blind eye to the dozens of mostly 
black-on-black shootings every 
weekend in Chicago, but doesn’t 
want small-town gun owners to 
protect their loved ones, their 
property, and their way of life 
from the agents of chaos who 
have overrun America’s cities.

Today’s Left is a violent 
revolution in progress. Messages 
of defiance and resistance — like 
a hit country song — cannot be 
tolerated, and the messenger must 
be destroyed. But to paraphrase 
“Try That in a Small Town”: cross 
that line and see how it works out 
for you.

Please see: https://www.
frontpagemag.com/country- 
star-challenges-americas-
culture-of-crime/

COUNTRY STAR 
from page 17

Unsurprisingly, my best perfor-
mances come from the Glock. 
I’m most familiar with these, and 
the design as a whole is geared 
towards better performance. My 
times aren’t terrible, but nothing 
impressive either. Ammo droughts 
be damned. I don’t regularly shoot 
the Mozambique, but over the 
past few months, my times have  
remained consistent with my 
Glock 19 from the appendix. 
While there’s always room for  
improvement, consistency is a 
good sign.

Mozambique / Failure Drill 
Results

Times are a bit slower with the 
640 Pro, ensuring that I get a 
good double-action trigger press, 
along with proper sight alignment 

with the shorter sight radius. We 
can see I steadily improved with 
each repetition, but I doubt I’ll 
ever see comparable performance 
to the G19. There’s more work to 
be done here, and I’m sure I can 
cut off a bit more time with prop-
er practice.

Final Thoughts on the Mozam-
bique / Failure Drill

The Mozambique/Failure Drill is 
a solid, low-round count drill, of-
fering more than what most think. 
In only 9 rounds you can get three 
reps in, making for a decent av-
erage of performance. With this, 
we can test our draw to first shot, 
recoil control across all rounds, 

emotional and throttle control 
as we shift from the generous 
chest to the more restrictive head,  
target transitions, and more.

All of this is before we take the 
real-world implications into 
consideration. The cliché “two 
to the chest, one to the head” is 
an effective means of stopping a 
lethal threat who isn’t responsive 
to repeated rounds in the chest. 
More than one serious gunfighter 
has used this method to good 
effect, saving not only their lives 
but of those around them as well. 
For those wanting examples, I 
recommend checking out Darryl 
Bolke’s “Training Habits of 

Successful Gunfighters” lecture. 
The Mozambique worked 
wonders for his agency, even 
among officers who weren’t “gun 
guys”, leading to many successful 
officer-involved shootings across 
many years.

After shooting the Mozambique/
Failure Drill again, it’s going to 
make a return to my regularly 
scheduled programming. If you 
haven’t tried it, I suggest you add 
it to your roster as well.

Please see: https://www.
ammoland.com/2023/07/skills-
and-drills-the-mozambique-
failure-drill/#axzz87jX0hnxV

Mozambique 
from page 21
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