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by George Gramlich, News and 
Commentary

The November 11, 2024 regular 
meeting of the Custer County 

Board of County Commissioners 
(BOCC) started at 9 a.m. in their 
regally appointed den in the Annex 
across from the courthouse. All 
three County Commissioners were 
present: Bill Canda, Lucas Epp and 
Kevin Day.

In Commissioner Items, Epp said he 
is working on the budget, “whittling 
it down as much as possible”. (See 
below for comments regarding the 
huge deficit and optional county 
spending.) He said the budget must 
be approved at the December 11 
BOCC meeting. 

Canda then dropped a bombshell 
saying that Fremont County and 
Chaffee County are suing the fired 
and disbarred ex 11th Judicial 
District Attorney, Linda Stanley, 
to attempt to recoup money she 
used from her DA budget to 
defend herself in the complaint 
that eventually caused her demise. 
(He elaborated on this later in the 
meeting, but the following is the 
sum of both comments.) The two 
counties contend that Stanley, using 
some of the  11th Judicial District 
DA budget money to defend herself 
personally in the legal matter, was 
wrong. Canda said he was asked to 
see if Custer County would join the 
lawsuit. (It has not been filed yet.) 
The Fremont County Attorney is 

doing the lawsuit and absorbing all 
the costs. If they succeed in getting 
some compensation from Stanley, 
the money would first go to cover 
the Fremont Attorney’s costs and 
if there is any left over, it would go 
to the counties participating in the 
lawsuit. The Commissioners agreed 
to join the lawsuit. (The Sentinel 
will keep you posted on this.)

In New Business, the Commissioners 
approved the Accounts Payable 
disbursement of $92, 075. They left 
out an invoice from the Sheriff’s 
Office for $3,075 that they said 
needed additional documentation.

The next Agenda Item was a 
request by our Office of Emergency 
Management Director, Robyn 

Knappe, to buy a “dump trailer” so 
some citizens who are mitigating 
their private property can move logs 
from the mitigation to the proposed  
Veterans Firewood Bank. This 
trailer would cost $14, 085. Also, 
it could be used by these private 
citizens to move slash to the landfill. 
This is part of Ms. Knappe’s 
county mitigation effort. She has 
previously requested that the county 
spend $100k ($50k in county tax 
money and $50k in “grants”) to 
buy a humongous woodchipper that 
PRIVATE landowners could use 
to chip their slash when they are 
mitigating. This would take work 

BOCC: Ex District Attorney to Be Sued,  
OEM Empire Building Expense Shot Down, 

New Human Services  Director Hired

by Derek Draplin,  
The Center Square

(The Center Square) – Spending on 
migrants in Denver has ballooned 
to an estimated $356 million, an 
updated analysis by the Common 
Sense Institute says.

The estimate, which amounts to 
$7,900 per foreign national in 
the city, includes spending from 
the city, schools, and health care 
systems.

Denver has seen an influx of almost 
43,000 migrants since 2022. The 
city has received significant federal 
funding for migrant response.

According to CSI’s previous update 
from May, the city received federal 
funding for migrant response 
from the Head Start Program 
($13 million), Federal Emergency 
Management Agency ($8.6 
million), U.S. Department of Local 
Affairs ($1.5 million), and the 
National Board for the Emergency 
Food and Shelter Program 
($909,000). Overall spending was 
estimated to be up to $340 million 
in May.

The analysis comes as Denver 
Mayor Mike Johnston and incoming 
Trump administration officials 
continue a public feud over the role 
of government and the handling of 
the ongoing migrant crisis.

Trump has taken aim at so-called 
sanctuary cities like Denver as part 

of his broader plan to crack down 
on illegal immigration and crime 
and deport an untold number of 
criminal aliens in the U.S. illegally. 
In Colorado, state law bars state 
and local agencies from arresting 
individuals based on detainer 
requests from ICE.

Johnston said in an interview with 
Denverite last week that the Denver 
Police Department would be 
“stationed at the county line to keep 
[federal immigration agencies] 
out” and “you would have 50,000 
Denverites there” protesting.

He walked back those comments 
in an interview last Friday with 
9News.

“Would I have taken it back if I 
could? Yes, I probably wouldn’t 
have used that image,” the mayor 
told 9News. “That’s the image I 
hope we can avoid. What I was 
trying to say is this is an outcome I 
hope we can avoid in this country. I 
think none of us want that.”

Johnston added that he would 
join protests if he felt the Trump 
administration was violating rights 
and said he’s not afraid to go to jail.

Tom Homan, the former head of 
U.S. Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement who Trump tapped 
to be the new border czar, told  
Fox News’ Sean Hannity this week: 

Denver Spends  
More Than $350 Million 

on Illegals

But thanks be to 
God, who gives us the 

victory through our 
Lord Jesus Christ.

1 Corinthians 15:57 
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Saturday December 7,  1-4 p.m. 
Sangres Art Guild ~ HOLIDAY ART SHOW 
RECEPTION 3rd St. Gallery 59000 N. Highway 69, 
Westcliffe

Friday, December 6 & 7, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.   Holiday Arts 
and Crafts Fair to benefit the West Custer County Library@ 
Hope Lutheran Lange Hall, 312 South 3rd Street Westcliffe.  

Friday, December 6, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. & Saturday, 
December 7, from 12 to 7 p.m. 
Festival of Cheer,  (Formerly Festival of Trees)  
Hanssen Hall at 218 Main Street

Friday, December 6,  6 p.m. 
Sons & Brothers Band Concert Fundraiser  
for Lighthouse Pregnancy and Family Resources Center. 
Concert at Hillside Hall, North of Westcliffe. 
To request tickets, please call 719-207-3289 or 
719-371-7711, or email lighthousehelp1@gmail.com

December 7,  2-4 p.m. 
Santa & Mrs. Claus @ Silver Cliff Town Shop 
1011 Butler St. Goody bag, hot dogs and more.

December 7, 4:30 p.m. 
Christmas Parade “Magical Musical Christmas” 
on Silver Cliff and Westcliffe Main Streets 
For more information or to register see ValleyStrong.us 
Tree Lighting at dusk, followed by a reading of  
“A Christmas Carol” at the Historic Jones Theater.

December 7 & 8, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.  
Beckwith Ranch Traditional Christmas Celebration 
North of Westcliffe 64159 Highway 69 N.

Sunday, December 8,  2 p.m. and 4 p.m. 
Lessons & Carols 2024 Christmas Concert  
by Wet Mountain Community Chorale. Held at First Baptist 
Church, 410 South 6th St. Westcliffe

BOCC 
see page 8

DENVER  MILLIONS 
see page 5

The Cliffe’sThe Cliffe’s
Holiday WeekendHoliday Weekend
Something for Everyone!



by Jonathan Turley, 
JonathanTurley.Org

President Joe Biden’s  
decision to use his pres-

idential powers to pardon 
his own son will be a de-
cision that lives in infamy 
in presidential politics. It is 
not just that the President  
used  his  constitutional 
powers to benefit his fam-
ily. It is because the action 
culminates years of lying to 
the public about his knowl-
edge and intentions in the 
influence-peddling scandal 
surrounding  his  family. 
Even among past scandals 
in the abuse of the pardon 
power, Biden has cemented 
his legacy for many as not 
the Commander in Chief 
but the Liar in Chief.

Despite its noble origins 
and purpose, the pardon 
power historically has not 
been a pristine power used 
by past presidents. As I have 
previously written, it was 
used to benefit the political 
cronies of past presidents. 
President Warren Harding 
was even accused of selling 
pardons, including to mob 
enforcer Ignacio Lupo, 
known as “Lupo the Wolf.” 
Former president William 
Clinton waited for the final 
days of his presidency to 
pardon his own brother as 
well as a major democratic 
donor.

In 2023, I wrote that Biden 
might follow this same 
pattern and pardon his son 
as a lame-duck president. 
The column suggested that 
Biden might withdraw as a 
candidate for office and then 
take the action as a father: 
“The pardon-and-apology 
approach might appeal to 
Biden not only as an effort 
to convert vice into virtue 
but to justify his withdrawal 

from the election as a 
selfless act.”

In the 2020 election and 
throughout his presidential 
term, Biden repeatedly lied 
to the American public with 
an ease and impunity that 
shocked even many political 
veterans in Washington. 
He was repeatedly asked 
if he knew about Hunter’s 
foreign dealings, including 
millions in alleged deals 
with Russians, Ukrainians, 
Chinese, and other clients. 
President Biden lied and 
denied such knowledge. As 
I detailed in my testimony 
in the Biden impeachment 
hearing, he had repeated 
discussions of these deal-
ings. He is even on tape 
discussing news stories on 
the dealings.

President Biden was also 
repeatedly asked if he met 
any of his son’s clients. He 
repeatedly lied. We have 
pictures and records of 
dinners and meetings with 
these clients. Hunter Biden 
was expressly thanked for 
his arranging such access to 
his father.

Few reporters pressed Biden 
on the corruption scandal, 
but they were often met not 
only with denials but angry 
retorts from the president. 
When Fox reporter Peter 
D o o c y   r a i s e d   i t ,   t h e 
President steamed “Yes, yes,  
yes. God love you, man — 
you’re a one-horse pony, I 
tell you.”

When CBS’s Bo Erickson 
broke ranks and raised the 
scandal and drew a rebuke 
from Biden “I know you’d 
ask it. I have no response, 
it’s another smear campaign, 
right up your alley, those  
are the questions you  
always ask.”

The President continued to 
lie throughout the election, 
the presidential debates, and 
his term.

Then, the press repeatedly 
asked him whether he 
would pardon his son. The 
President was now running 
for reelection and again 
lied. He and the White 
House said over and over 
again that no such pardon 
would occur and was not 
being contemplated. That 
was also a lie. NBC is 
reporting that, while issuing 
these denials last June, there 
were discussions about the 
pardon.

The pardon power was  
written in absolute terms, 
and a president can even, 
in my view, pardon himself. 
However, what is consti-
tutional is not necessarily 
ethical or right. This is one 
of the most disgraceful par-
dons even in the checkered 
history of presidential par-
dons.   President Biden has 
lied to cover up a corrup-
tion scandal that reportedly 
brought his family millions 
in raw influence peddling. 
His portrayal of his son as 

a victim stands in sharp  
contrast to the sense of im-
munity and power conveyed 
by Hunter in his dealings.

There were diamonds as 
gifts, lavish expense ac-
counts, and a sports car, in 
addition to massive pay- 
ments that Hunter claimed 
were “loans.” There are 
messages where Hunter 
belies the President’s por-
trayal of a political witch 
hunt, including messages 
like the one to a Chinese 
businessman  openly threat-
ening the displeasure of 
Joe Biden if money is not 
sent to them immediately. 
In the WhatsApp message,  
Hunter stated:

“I am sitting here with 
my father, and we would 
like to understand why 
the commitment made has 
not been fulfilled. Tell the 
director that I would like to 
resolve this now before it 
gets out of hand, and now 
means tonight. And, Z, if 
I get a call or text from 
anyone involved in this 
other than you, Zhang, or 
the Chairman, I will make 
certain that between the 

man sitting next to me and 
every person he knows and 
my ability to forever hold a 
grudge that you will regret 
not following my direction. 
I am sitting here waiting for 
the call with my father.”

The President has now 
pardoned Hunter for his 
convicted felonies and 
any crimes he may have 
committed from “Januray 1,  
2014,  to December 1, 
2024.”

It is all now being buried 
under a sweeping immunity 
deal and a pack of 
presidential lies.

Jonathan Turley is the 
Shapiro professor of public 
interest law at George 
Washington University and  
the author of “The 
Indispensable Right: Free 
Speech in an Age of Rage.”

Please see: https://
jonathanturley.org/ 
2024/12/02/liar-in-chief-
president-biden-cloaks-
his-legacy-in-infamy-with-
the-hunter-biden-pardon/ 
#more-226012
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W  e believe that freedom 
is a gift from God and 

not granted to us by politicians 
or governments. Freedom 
demands responsible behavior 
of all citizens and must be 
consistent with the truths 
expressed in the great moral  
and governing guides as The 
Ten Commandments, The 
Declaration of Independence, 
The U.S. Constitution and The 
Bill of Rights.

These were the principles that 
guided our founding fathers 
and which we believe are still 
relevant. These are the principles 
that will guide our reporting and 
be the basis of all our views.

We will not be constrained by 
the illogical, misleading and 
inaccurate thinking and use of 
“political correctness” but by 
truth, facts, logic and common 
sense.
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Liar in Chief: Biden Cloaks His Legacy in 
Infamy with the Hunter Biden Pardon

Op-Ed—OPINION

HARALD FRANK SKID STEER SERVICES
Owner/Operator   719-371-1570   

Driveways - Site Pads - Backfills - Entryways

My work speaks for itself...

MAGA
PROUD!

Come in to check out our great selection of � rearms, Come in to check out our great selection of � rearms, 
we will special order � rearms and ammo not in stock!we will special order � rearms and ammo not in stock!
FFL transfers - $40  |  Discount for police, military and first responders

Open Tues-Sat from 10am-5pm Open Tues-Sat from 10am-5pm 
206 Main St., Westcliffe 206 Main St., Westcliffe 

719-659-8743719-659-8743

Still time to order before Christmas!Still time to order before Christmas!

Greenstreet PlumbingGreenstreet Plumbing
Chris Greenstreet

A Licensed, Bonded and Insured Master Plumber 719-783-2800719-783-2800

719-783-2800   •   greenstreetplumbing@gmail.com

Plumbing • Service Plumbing • Infloor Heat Systems



	 Friday, December 6, 2024	 Sangre de Cristo Sentinel  	 3

Merry Christmas! Merry Christmas! 
We encourage everyone to SHOP LOCALLY  We encourage everyone to SHOP LOCALLY  

and share your Christmas Joy with your  and share your Christmas Joy with your  
friends and neighbors this year! friends and neighbors this year! 

Merry Christmas! Merry Christmas! 

132 W. Hwy 50 - Salida, CO - 719.539.2884

Your destination shop for QUALITY Your destination shop for QUALITY 
Knives (of all kinds!), Cutting Boards, Knives (of all kinds!), Cutting Boards, 

Sharpeners, Cigars, all your Smoking needs Sharpeners, Cigars, all your Smoking needs 
and more!and more!    

Open Monday through Saturday 7-5Open Monday through Saturday 7-5
202 Main Street, Westcliffe202 Main Street, Westcliffe

CHRISTMAS! 
CHRISTMAS!

Open Mon.-Sat. 10-5Open Mon.-Sat. 10-5

411 Main St., 411 Main St., 
WestcliffeWestcliffe

719-783-9393719-783-9393

 Start your Christmas Start your Christmas  Start your ChristmasStart your Christmas
 shopping with us!  shopping with us!   shopping with us! shopping with us! 

TopsTops •  • JeansJeans •  • JewelryJewelry    
SheetsSheets •  • Gift Baskets!Gift Baskets!
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by Fred Hernandez

One of the first things young 
cops learn on the job is to 

heed the warnings of adrenaline 
rush symptoms, the flight or fight 
hormone released in response to 
stressful, exciting and dangerous 
or threatening situations.  Also 
known as epinephrine, it helps 
the body react more quickly to 
threats. The heart beats faster, 
there is an increase in blood flow, 
the body is stimulated to produce 
more sugar to use as fuel in the 
event it becomes necessary to run 
from danger.  

One of our newest deputies 
learned all that one night when 
he made a routine traffic stop.  As 
soon as the car in question came 
to a halt on the side of the road, 
the driver and the passenger were 
seen switching positions. The 
man who was driving moved to 
the passenger side and the female 
took position behind the steering 
wheel. Not a good sign.  

A more experienced deputy 
soon arrived on scene to as-
sist and he moved to the pas-
senger side and requested  

the male to step out, which he 
did. However, when the deputy 
started to pat him down in case he 
had a weapon the man bolted and 
started running down the road.  

Immediately the younger deputy 
instinctively took off behind him 
in a fast foot pursuit.  With warn-
ing bells ringing internally, the 
young deputy realized the man 
bolted because he may have had a 
concealed weapon.  That’s when he 
ceased the pursuit and immediately 
felt the symptoms surging through 
him.   A good lesson learned: en-
sure your safety first at all times.

A native Coloradoan, our young 
deputy is Lane Abercrombie 
who was born in Pueblo in 1999 
and raised in Cañon City.  After 
grade school he attended Cañon 
City High School then moved on 
to  University of Colorado—Co. 
Springs (UCCS) where he earned 
a degree in Criminal Justice. He 
hopes to continue his studies to-
wards a Master’s Degree.  During 
his four years of college in the 
Springs he interned at the El Paso 
County Sheriff’s Office work-
ing in the detention department 
doing booking and processing.  

After graduation from college 
he learned about the possibili-
ty of an opening in the Custer 
County Sheriff’s Office, applied 
for the job in detention and was 
hired. Not too long after, he was 
offered the oportunity to go to 
POST (Peace Officers Standards 
and Training) at the Pueblo  

Police Academy 
where he earned his 
certification.  

Coincidentally,there 
was a need for a K-9 
officer and he was 
chosen for further 
training at Altitude 
K-9 Services in 
Colorado Springs and 

got certified through the National 
Police Canine Association. The 
canine, Zara, is a four-year-old 
Dutch Shepherd, an “expert” in 
detection of all types of drugs 
from cocaine and fentanyl to 
meth. Many times they are called 
to assist other law enforcement 

agencies in the surrounding areas 
in detecting drugs in various 
locations.  

When not working, Lane, who 
likes working with his hands, is re-
building a 1965 Chevy C-10 truck.  

“ I love it here in Custer. Beautiful 
scenery and  the Sheriff’s Office is 
a great place to work. I love my 
job and I am quite happy to be 
here,”  Deputy Abercrombie said.

Next time you see Deputy Lane 
on the road or around town say 
hi and be sure to have a little 
treat for Zara who is technically 
also an employee of the Sheriff’s 
Office.

Left: Deputy Lane Abercrombie.....K-9 Unit.  
Courtesy of CCSO
Right:  The 1965 Chevy C010 pick up Lane is working on. 

Custer County Sheriff ’s Office Introduces
Deputy Lane Abercrombie,  K-9 Unit

Store Hours: 
Monday - Friday 8 am - 6 pm | Saturday 8 am - 2 pm

635 Shoop Dr., Penrose, CO 81242   
719-784-0123

www.truevaluetrailers.com Securities offered through Raymond James Financial Services, Inc., Member FINRA/SIPC. Investment advisory 
services are offered through Raymond James Financial Services Advisors, Inc. Peaks Integrity Wealth 
Management LLC is not a registered broker/dealer and is independent of Raymond James Financial Services.

Your Full-Service Investment Office in Custer County and Surrounding AreasYour Full-Service Investment Office in Custer County and Surrounding Areas

Ron@peaks-integrity.comBarb@peaks-integrity.com

Brenda Bosse
Realtor®

25 years listing and 
selling in the valley!

(719) 371-3270
9 Bassick Place, Westcliffe
brenda@brendabosse.com

www.brendabosse.com

OFF-GRID RETREAT IN THE PINES

Situated in a picturesque location, this 
3 bed/2.5 bath off-grid home offers a 

harmonious blend of natural beauty and 
modern comfort.  1,872 sf, main level 
master suite, walk-in pantry, 2 large 

covered decks. All on a 44-acre parcel 
that provides plenty of space and privacy.  

$529,000
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“Me and the Denver mayor, we agree on 
one thing. He’s willing to go to jail; I’m 
willing to put him in jail.”

U.S. Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene, 
a Georgia Republican set to lead a 
subcommittee that will work with the 
Trump administration’s Department of 
Government Efficiency, also told Fox 
News on Sunday she plans to look into 
federal funding for sanctuary cities  
and states.

“I’d like to talk to the governors of 
sanctuary states and the mayors of 
sanctuary cities and have them come 
before our committee and explain why 
they deserve federal dollars if they’re 

going to harbor illegal criminal aliens  
in their states and their cities,” she said.

Data shows migrant arrivals to Denver 
have slowed to less than a dozen a day this 
month, CSI noted, down from a peak of 
over 5,000 one day in January.

“As the national conversation continues 
around migrants, Denver’s daily arrivals 
of asylum seekers from the southern 
border has slowed significantly, but 
taxpayer costs have continued,” the think 
tank said.

(Editor/GG: Hey Happy Valley taxpayers, 
how much do you want to spend on 
illegals when they show up here?)

Please see: https://www.thecentersquare.
com/colorado/article_af0c1b62-ae45-
11ef-a45e-1335938bbf3e.html

DENVER MILLIONS 
from page 1

Saturday, December 14th, from 5 to 7:30 
p.m. Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran  
Church will continue its traditional  
re-creation of the birth of Christ as a  
Living Nativity presentation.  

Visiting the Living Nativity has become 
a tradition for many viewers, as well as 
the participants.  New visitors are invited 
to join in the tradition at 801 N. Sheridan  
Avenue in Cañon City to help celebrate the 
Christmas season.  Visitors are invited to 
stop in the Church to warm up and enjoy 
soups, hot drinks and cookies.

The cast, consisting of members of  
Shepherd of the Hills and Christ Episcopal 
Churches and other volunteers from the 
community, includes the Holy Family, 
angels, shepherds and wise men, all 
outdoors.  Many others are involved as 
support staff behind the scenes. The live 

animals this year are provided by the 
Juan and Marlissa Gonzalez family from 
Wetmore, who have been involved since 
2018.  Donations of nonperishable food 
and cash will be accepted and given to 
Loaves & Fishes Ministries of Cañon City, 
which distributes food boxes to Fremont 
County families in addition to other 
services it provides.  

Upon arriving at Shepherd of the Hills  
Lutheran Church, 801 N. Sheridan, Cañon 
City, visitors may either drive through and 
observe the Nativity from their vehicles, 
or they can park their vehicles and walk 
along the changing scenes as the story is 
told through Bible readings and music.  
Either way, visitors will be participants 
in the reason for the season, the story of 
the birth of Christ the Savior in Bethlehem 
over 2,000 years ago.

Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church
 Living Nativity   

December 14

Silver Cliff May Get  
Their Zip Code Back!!!

Press Release
—November 20, 2024
WASHINGTON D.C.
U.S. Congresswoman Lauren Boebert 
(CO-03) applauded the passage of her 
bipartisan Zip Code bill, H.R. 8753, 
through the House Oversight Committee. 
This bipartisan bill benefits communities 
throughout the country by providing unique 
Zip Codes for cities and towns including the 
Colorado communities of Silver Cliff, Lone 
Tree, Castle Pines, Centennial, Severance, 
Greenwood Village, and Superior.

“I am thrilled to see my bipartisan Zip 
Code bill pass through the House Oversight 
Committee with unanimous bipartisan 
support, which addresses the needs of 
small communities in Colorado and across 
the country by authorizing unique Zip 
Codes for these cities and towns,” said 
Congresswoman Lauren Boebert (CO-03). 
“By receiving a unique Zip Code, these 
communities will hold on to more of their 
tax revenue, improve the response times of 
first responders, and minimize issues with 
postal deliveries to incorrect addresses. 
I’ve been honored to lead on this bill for 
small towns and cities throughout America 
and will not yield on my efforts until this 
legislation is signed into law.”

“We are excited to see Congresswoman  
Boebert’s Zip Code bill move through 
Committee, as this will be a huge benefit to 
our town and the residents of Severance,” 
said Severance Mayor Matt Fries. “From 
helping our first responders get to 
locations in a timely fashion to bringing in 
more tax revenue to fund critical projects, 
a unique Zip Code is a major help for the 
future of our community. We are grateful 
for Congresswoman Boebert’s work on 
this bill and we completely support it being 
signed into law in the coming weeks.”

“The City of Lone Tree continues to 
strongly support the proposed Zip Code 
bill for the communities of Colorado,” said 
Lone Tree Mayor Marissa Harmon. “This 
essential federal legislation will enable 
Lone Tree and our neighboring cities to 
more effectively service our residents 
and businesses, streamline our services, 
and enhance the unique identity of our 
community.”

Silver Cliff Mayor Buck Wenzel stated, 
“This bill would restore the Town of Silver 
Cliff’s rightful identity and will guarantee 
that sales tax is properly distributed and 
received by our town and not by others. 
Silver Cliff’s Zip Code was arbitrarily and 

capriciously removed from use in 1991 and 
our town was forced to use another town’s 
Zip Code. As such, the identity of our town 
was stolen and to date we have suffered 
hundreds of thousands of dollars in lost 
sales taxes from online, out of county, and 
out of state sales. The citizens of Silver 
Cliff deserve for their taxes to be spent on 
the roads and other necessities that they 
use on a daily basis.”

“The creation of a unique Zip Code would 
ensure sales tax is properly collected and 
reinvested into our community’s critical 
infrastructure and services,” said Castle 
Pines Mayor Tracy Engerman. “It would 
also help alleviate resident concerns about 
inconsistent postal deliveries.”

Centennial Mayor Stephanie Pikostated, 
“Establishing a single Zip Code for com-
munities would enhance their community 
identities and address challenges such as 
emergency management, public safety, 
business attraction and retention, insurance 
coverage, andmail delivery, which are  
beyond the communities’ control.”

Background:
Congresswoman Lauren Boebert intro-
duced H.R. 8753, to direct the United 
States Postal Service to designate single, 
unique Zip Codes for certain communities. 
Read the full text of the bill HERE.

The Zip Code system was instituted in 
America in the 1960s. The Postal Service 
utilizes the Zip Code system to deliver 
mail, but it is also heavily used and relied 
on by economic developers, insurers and 
emergency personnel amongst others.

Communities that do not have a unique 
Zip Code often experience associated 
problems that include: loss of economic 
development, loss of sales tax, unjustifiably 
high insurance rates, tax remittance and 
commercial licensing issues, diminished 
public safety and reduced emergency 
response times, identity issues, and 
efficiency issues.

For example, first responders often go to 
the wrong streets and people needing help 
experience delays due to Zip Code issues 
that would be addressed by this legislation.

Small towns and cities can petition the 
Postal Service for a new Zip Code but it is 
rarely approved and if it is denied they can-
not appeal this decision for up to 10 years. 
Congress has intervened on these matters 
and last passed a law enacting four new Zip 
Codes through the Post Accountability and 
Enhancement Act of 2006. 

Press Release 
Custer County Commissioners

—December 3,, 2024

The Custer County Commissioners are 
proud to announce the new Department 

of Human Services Director, Vicki White. 
Vicki has been a Custer County Resident 
for 9 years. Vicki has worked in the 
human services fields in Fremont County 
for the past 6 years and looks to continue 

her career in the county that she calls 
home. She has an extensive background in 
human services, management, insurance, 
real estate and more that has allowed her to 
obtain a large skill set to aid her with any 
challenges.

This new hire comes with the retirement of 
current DHS Director, Laura Lockhart in 
mid January. Laura has been with Custer 
County Human Services

New Human Services  
Director Hired

EMAIL: WILL@VALLEYVIEWWINDOWS.NET

CELL:  
719•220•4151

Brad Doughty  
Licensed Master Electrician

Specializing in Residential Electrical Work

719-214-8588
Kyle.doughty79@yahoo.com

Spray 
Foam 

Insulation

719-239-4739Levi Miller
1812 6th Trl. Cotopaxi, CO 81223

COMMERCIAL ROOF RESTORATION
lmiller.millersroofcoatings@gmail.comlmiller.millersroofcoatings@gmail.com

719-371-7404 719-371-7404  
PPC16@PRIVATEGARDEN.ORG

Call to schedule:  inspections, estimates, professional 
pest management, residential, commercial, 

licensed and insured

WESTCLIFFE, CO
LLCLLC

Local. Quality.  
When you need it.

Ryan Stover
719-371-6074

westcliffefirewood@gmail.com
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Shopping  Local Helps  Local Economy & Creates  Local Jobs

Dave’s Roofing Systems
719-792-9414 / 800-364-2979

David Mullett
Warranty Certified & Factory Trained

Business directory

Valley View Windows & Doors
Call Marty Byler at 719-220-4151

or Email Will@valleyviewwindows.net
Free Estimates, Replacements, New construction

CUSTOM Home Builders 
Westcliffe Construction, LLC 

From the Ground Up!
719-371-5231 

Miller’s Roof Coatings LLC
Commercial Roof Restoration, Spray Foam Insulation 

(Average is No Option) 
lmiller.millersroofcoatings@gmail.com • 719-239-4739

Kauffman’s Construction
Porches & Decks - Roofing &  Siding 

Custom Pole Barns & Garages • Free Estimates 
Owen 719-371-7863

Automotive   Services

Business Directory

Kirkpatrick Bank
8 Bassick Place, Westcliffe, CO

719.783.2030
www.kirkpatrickbank.com

Banks & Financial Services

Peaks Integrity Wealth Management, LLC    
Raymond James

Investments, Financial and Insurance Services
719-581-PEAK (7325) /  www.peaks-integrity.com

The Cliffes Auto Service
Automotive Repair and Service

215 E Main St, Silver Cliff • 719-783-3281 
CliffesAutoSvcs@gmail.com

Seifert Enterprises
Excavation, Septic Systems, Culverts, 

Driveways, Rock Sales & Delivery
719-783-2757  info@SBCompanies.com

Construction Services

Beach Redi-Mix & Concrete Pumping
Precast septic tanks &  

  decorative blocks 
719-783-3558 | info@SBCompanies.com

Furniture & Home Goods

Yoder’s Home Outfitting
         57965 Hwy 69, Westcliffe

Home & Patio Furniture, Footwear, Outdoor Wear
         Mon-Sat 9am-5pm

Holt Family Funeral Home
806 Macon Ave, Cañon City

719-275-4113
www.holtfamilyfuneralhomes.com

Funeral Homes

Builders/ Construction

Harald Frank Skid Steer Services  
and H & L Trucking 

HaraldFrank7@gmail.com    719-371-1570
Driveways Build/Repair - Gravel & Road Base Hauling

KLM Seamless Gutters
Marlin Miller

Quality and Experience
719-371-7021

Grocery & Health Foods

Lowe’s Market
50 Main St, Westcliffe

719-783-0550
www.lowesmarket.com

Sapiah Woodworks, LLC.
Lisa Kidwell, Owner/Contractor

Custom & Fine Carpentry, Restoration, Consulting
720.309.4262 sapiahwoodworks@gmail.com

Guns , Ammo, Knives

Salida Cutlery & Smoke Shop
132 W Hwy 50 Salida

719-539-2884  Monday-Friday 9-6
Where you’ll find sharp gifts & smokin’ deals!

Solar Solutions Ltd 
Off Grid and Grid Tie 

10 Hermit Lane. Silver Cliff    719-783-9666
email: pbailey@solarsolutions.com

Collector & Investor Coins -  
Buying Selling & Trading 

  719- 269-7507   •  123  S 5th St, Canon City, CO   
www.canoncitycoins.com

Florist

Salty Pine Floral & Boutique
411 Main St, Westcliffe

719-783-9393
www.westcliffeflowershop.com

Frontier Kitchens & Interiors 
Full Service Interior Design Store

 318 Main Street
(719)-783-9225

Colorado Forestry & Earthworks, LLC
Gravel: Landscape Rock, Topsoil & More

Excavation: Septic Installs, Driveways, Foundations 
719-429-1676 | coforearth.com

Hershberger Construction 
719-216-9545   

Matt@HershbergerConstruction.net

Baltzly Towing
719-458-9929 

BaltzlyTowing@gmail.com

Gun Clubs

Royal Gorge Gun Club & Lincoln Park Pawn
1345 Elm Ave, Cañon City      719-276-3030

Lincolnparkpawn@hotmail.com
1 foot to over 1 mile, 75 different powders

Sangre Shooting Sports Club
P.O. Box 1554,  Westcliffe  

http://sangreshooting.com

Eagle Edge Construction, LLC
Ronnie Miller
719-239-0300

Honesty is Everything

Custer County Supply Co
206 Main St. Westcliffe | 719-659-8743

Open Tues-Sat: 10am-5pm
Guns, dog supplies, clothing, & much more!

Eagle Peak View
All phases of Construction & Plumbing

Mike Mitzner
719-494-4026 |  mike@eaglepeakview.com

Firewood

Westcliffe Firewood
Ryan Stover

719-371-6074
         westcliffefirewood@gmail.com

Dentist

Jared Smith, DMD
618 Main St, Cañon City

719-275-0661
www.jaredsmithdmd.com

Central Building Supply
Hardware, Lumber & OSB
705 Ohio Street, Silver Cliff 

719-783-2385 

 Countertops

SOL Granite & Natural Stone
4804 Dillon Dr. Pueblo - 719-544-3085

solgranite.com
Inventory, Custom Design, Fabrication & Installation 

Building SUPPLY

Cleaning Services

Valley Cleaning Services LLC
719-285-5503

Offering services for Commercial, Residential,
Construction & Short Term Rentals

Daryl  CUSTOM Home Builders 
WKM Construction, LLC 
New Homes, Renovations 

719-371-5231 
No Job Too Small

Remodels, Decks, Additions, Log Repair, Staining/ Painting
Tony  719-783-2883      INSURED

For your small Construction Needs

Computer/Cell Phone Repair

Electron Wizard
sleuth1@sleuth1.com  719-431-9442

615 Main St, Westcliffe
Computer Repairs, Sales, Cell Phones, and More!

Westcliffe Concrete
Flatwork & Stamped Concrete, ICFs

Lee Hostetler: 719-371-6193
Matt Troyer: 719-221-8940

DUTCH PANTRY & DELI
404 E. Main St., Silver Cliff

719-298-6689    STORE HOURS:
Mon-Thur: 9-5, Fri: 6:30-5, Sat: 7-4

Construction Solutions of Colorado, LLC
Steel Buildings -- Licensed & Insured

Casey N. 719-371-7454  - Corey N.- 719-371-6143  
Nordyke Family   •  constsolutions@icloud.com

Old Country Construction
719-458-4184 

New Homes, Additions, Polebarns, Garages
Ceritified Passive House Tradesperson Not Listed? Call us for great rates! 

SDC Sentinel - 719-783-3360
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 Bighorn Realty   
Jack & Jean Canterbury 

719-429-5411     ranchrealtor@outlook.com 

Storage

Veterinary

Well Drilling and Pump Services

High Peaks Animal Hospital
1200 Broadway St, Silver Cliff

719-783-3770
www.highpeaksanimal.com

Finney Drilling
Cañon City

719-275-9525
larryfinneydrilling@gmail.com

Tractor/Trailer Sales

True Value Hardware and Trailers
635 Shoop Dr, Penrose

719-784-0123 
https://www.truevaluetrailers.com 

Propane

Custer County Realty
902 Main St, Westcliffe

719-783-9221
www.custerrealty.com

Real Estate Services

Norup Gas
28 Range View Loop, Westcliffe

719-783-9338

Vacation / Accommodations

Wet Mountain Storage
300 Main St, Westcliffe (office)

719-783-9321
www.westcliffecoloradoselfstorage.com

Lori Kastendieck
Independent Broker

719-269-0653
WestcliffeBroker.com

Mitigation/ Pest Control

Premier Pest Control LLC
719-371-7404 ~ ppc16@privategarden.org

inspections, estimates, professional pest management
residential, commercial, licensed and insured

Mitigation/ Tree Removal

Swota Enterprises
Wildfire Mitigation and Excavation 

719-783-4477
rswota@gmail.com

Wise Tree Service 
719-429-2866 Local, Insured, Experienced 

 Complete tree service-difficult removals, trimming/
shaping, stump grinding and fire mitigation 

Restaurants & Dining

Lodging

Darkskies Vacations 
Enter WMV-LOCAL for 10% off vacation home rentals. 

Visit Darkskies.vacations or call 
719-783-0648

ALPINE LODGE
RESTAURANT, LOUNGE, CABINS, CATERING, SPECIAL EVENTS

719-783-2660 • 6848 COUNTY ROAD 140, WESTCLIFFE
facebook.com/TheHistoricAlpineLodge 

Stage Stop Gourmet Sundaes
& Espresso

3rd and Main Street, Westcliffe
Follow Us: Facebook.com/inthesangres

Darkskies Vacations 
Enter WMV-LOCAL for 10% off  vacation home rentals 

Visit Darkskies.vacations or call 
719-783-0648

Wet Mountain Manual Therapy
CranioSacral Therapy, Visceral Manipulation, MLD

114 N 2nd Street, Westcliffe
wetmountainmanualtherapy.com    719.639.8447

Massage/ Therapy

Landscaping

FALLS to PONDER 
Waterfalls • Retaining Walls • Fencing  

Log Entrances • Wildfire Mitigation 
719-275-5040

Brenda Bosse HomeSmart Preferred Real Estate
9 Bassick Place, Westcliffe, CO 81252

719-371-3270, brenda@brendabosse.com
Selling locally for 24 years.

Solar / Renewable Energy

White Bros Custom Plumbing & Heating, Inc.
www.whitebrosplumbing.com

P.O. Box 957, Westcliffe ~ 719-217-7202
Locally Owned & Family Operated

Seifert Enterprises
Excavation, Septic Systems, Culverts, 

Driveways, Rock Sales & Delivery
719-783-2757  info@SBCompanies.com

Septic  Installation

State Farm Dennis Podzemny
1004 S 9th St, Cañon City

719-275-1548
https://www.canoncityinsurance.com

Insurance

Heating & Air Conditioning

White Bros Custom Plumbing & Heating, Inc.
www.whitebrosplumbing.com

P.O. Box 957, Westcliffe ~ 719-217-7202
Locally Owned & Family Operated

Piñon Plumbing, LLC
All Service Heating · Residential & Commercial

Boilers, Furnaces & Propane Heaters
Licensed & Insured · Jeff Ray 719-783-0379

River Valley Plumbing and Heating
250 Moore Dr, Florence

719-784-3876 
www.rivervalleyplumbingandheat.com

Greenstreet Plumbing
Licensed, Bonded and Insured Master Plumber

Infloor Heat Systems - Plumbing
719-783-2800 - greenstreetplumbing@gmail.com 

Plumbing and Heating

Tony’s Steak & Tavern
719-783-9300  •  tonyssteakandtavern.com

Wed 4-8 pm, Thurs-Sat 11am-8 pm, Sunday Brunch:  
10 am-2 pm & Full Menu 12-7 pm, closed Mon-Tues

Restaurants & Dining Cont’d

Tony’s Mountain Pizza
719-783-9300  •   tonysmountainpizza.com

Tues – Sat 11 am-8 pm, Sun 12 pm-7 pm, closed Mon
630 Main Street, Silver Cliff

DUTCH PANTRY & DELI
404 E. Main St., Silver Cliff

719-298-6689   Call for store hours
DELI HOURS:   Mon-Friday 11 - 4  , Sat: 11-  2:30

 

Served Mondays, Tuesdays & Thursdays  at noon. 612 Main St. , Silver Cliff Townhall (lower level)  
The following major food allergens are used as ingredients: Milk, Egg, Fish, Tree Nuts, Peanuts, Wheat, Soy and Sesame.

Custer Senior Center Menu
Monday, December 9

#97 Teriyaki Beef
Brown Rice

Asian Vegetables
Cabbage Salad

Orange,  Fortune Cookie

Tuesday, December 10
#9 BBQ Chicken

Potato Salad
Spinach Salad  

w/Mandarin Oranges
Apple,  WW Roll w/Butter

Thursday, December 12
#112 Turkey Tetrazzini

Italian Green Beans
Strawberry Applesauce
Chocolate Chip Cookie

WW Bread w/Butter

Please call (719) 783-9508  before 9:30 a.m. for reservations 
A $3 suggested donation per meal is appreciated, but not required. All menus subject to change. 

Pharmacy

Palace Drug - Silver Cliff          
Get your prescriptions filled while you wait!

         94 E Main St., Silver Cliff
         Palacedrugco.com | 719-371-9402

Solar Solutions Ltd 
Off Grid and Grid Tie 

10 Hermit Lane. Silver Cliff    719-783-9666
email: pbailey@solarsolutions.com

Piñon Plumbing, LLC
All Service Heating · Residential & Commercial

Boilers, Furnaces & Propane Heaters
Licensed & Insured · Jeff Ray 719-783-0379
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Christian Science
9:30 a.m. Worship

8 Bassick Place, Westcliffe

Church of Christ
9:30 a.m. Bible Study
10:30 a.m. Worship

818 Ohio Street, Silver Cliff
719/783-4601

Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter Day Saints

240 Ridgeline Dr,Westcliffe
Pres: 719/214-4589

Cody Park Community Church
9:30 a.m. Sunday School

10:30 a.m. Worship
Tues. 8:30 a.m., Prayer Mtg.

Wedn. 7 p.m. Bible Study
0157 County Rd. 27A

Cotopaxi 719/942-3526

 Community United Methodist Church
8 a.m. & 10 a.m. Worship
202 S. 6th Street, Westcliffe

719/783-2511

Cotopaxi Community Church
9:45 a.m. Sunday School

11 a.m. Worship
6 p.m. Wedn. Bible Study

PastorSteveHolcomb@gmail.com 
20326 Hwy. 50, Cotopaxi

First Baptist Church of Westcliffe
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Fellowship

10:45 a.m. Worship
4:30 p.m. Wedn. AWANAS

410 S. 6th Street, Westcliffe 
Pastor Josh Olsteen  
719/783-2498

High Country Mennonite Church
9:30 a.m. Worship

10:45 a.m. Sunday School
103 N. Adams St, Westcliffe

719/783-9045

Huerfano Community Bible Church  
10:30 a.m. Sunday Worship 

7 p.m.: Thursday Bible Study 
603 Leon Street, Walsenburg

(719) 251-9053

Hope Lutheran Church
2 p.m. Worship

3:15 p.m. Bible Study
3rd & Powell Streets, Westcliffe

Pastor Dan Kletke 719/783-2323 
Lange Hall 719/783-2561

Living Stone Calvary Chapel
Saturday evenings: 5:30 p.m.

Sunday Mornings: 9 a.m. & 11a.m.
830 Bridge St., Canon City, CO 

Pastor Sean Meagher 719/276-0863

Our Lady of the Assumption

Roman Catholic Church
Diocese of Pueblo

11 a.m. Sunday Mass
10 a.m. (2nd Tuesday of month) Mass 

10 a.m. Wednesday Mass
5:30 p.m. Thursday Mass
109 S. 5th Street, Westcliffe   

719/783-3507

Our Lady of Mt. Zion  
Catholic Church

11 a.m. Mass, 2nd & 3rd Sunday of month
210 S. 2nd St,Westcliffe

719/783-2491
Praise Community Church

Sunday School 9:30 a.m. 
Praise & Worship 10:45 a.m. 
215 N Pikes Peak Ave. , Florence 

719/784-1184

St. Luke’s Episcopal Church
10:30 a.m. Worship & Eucharist  

11:30 a.m. Fellowship
8:30 a.m. Prayer Service, Thursdays

3rd & Rosita Streets, Westcliffe
719/783-2477

St. Patrick’s Anglican Church
11 a.m. Worship

403 S. 2nd S., Westcliffe  
925/339-0175 or 719/783-2500

Sacred Heart Catholic Church
    Diocese of Pueblo

   Saturday Mass 4  p.m.
    Highway 69, Gardner

Bldg.Mickey.719/746-2037

Sangre de Cristo Cowboy Church
Pastor: Mike Shields

10 a.m. Sunday School Bible Study
11 a.m. Worship 

Last Sunday of Month:  
Potluck at Noon

sangredecristocowboychurch.com 
also on Facebook  

60260 Hwy 69,  Westcliffe
719/232-5372

Sangre de Cristo Fellowship
9 a.m. Meet & Greet

9:30 a.m. Service
120 Jerry Drive,  Westcliffe

719/783-0903

Sangre de Cristo Seminary Chapel
10 a.m. Worship

6160 County Rd. 130, Westcliffe
719/ 371-1822

Valley Bible Fellowship
10 a.m. Worship

116 Hermit Lane, Silver Cliff
719/581-7572

Wetmore Baptist Church
9:45 a.m. Sunday School

10:45 a.m. Worship
6 p.m. Worship

Junction of Hwy 96 & 67, Wetmore
719/371-1230

Wetmore Community Church
9 a.m. Sunday School 

10 a.m. Worship
699 County Rd. 395, Wetmore

719/784-0596
Send Church updates to sdc.sentinel@gmail.com 

(719) 783-3360

Come and Worship

Recurring Events
Mondays
10 a.m. Pickle Ball Silver Cliff Mem.Park (SCMP) 

More info: lizbrannen@gmail.com
6 -7:30 p.m.  Men’s Bible Meeting  (The Bible and X) w/ 

Scott Munger. at First Baptist Church.
6 p.m. Alcoholics Anonymous (CLSD) 12 Step study, at St. 

Luke’s, 3rd & Rosita, Westcliffe. Martha at 719-371-1853.
1st Monday of the Month
5 p.m. Post 170 Auxiliary monthly meeting   

(year-round) at Cliffe Lanes
2nd and 4th Monday 
6 – 7 p.m. Narcotics Anonymous
Community United Methodist Church Fellowship Hall. 

Children  Welcome.  colobamanana@yahoo.com
Tuesdays
12 noon – 1 p.m. Alcoholics Anonymous (CLDS)  

“As Bill Sees It” St. Luke’s, 3rd & Rosita in W/C.   
Call Martha at 719-371-1853.

1st Tuesday of the Month
9 a.m. - 3 p.m. Old Schoolhouse Quilters Comfort 

Quilters @Valley Bible
6:00 p.m. American Legion Post 170 monthly meeting  

at Cliff Lanes meeting room.
4-6 p.m. Christian Music on KLZR 91.7 FM
2nd Tuesday of the Month
9 a.m. Old Schoolhouse Quilters Guild Meeting 

@Valley Bible
3rd Tuesday of the Month
Liberty Rocks TUESDAY  Meet/greet &order 5:30 p.m. 
Presentation 6 p.m. Location Tony’s Pizza  All welcome.
Wednesdays
8 -9 a.m. Veterans Coffee Social, Veterans and Caregivers 

welcome. West Custer County Library Community Rm., 
209 Main St. Westcliffe

9:30 – 11 a.m. Line Dancers meet at United Methodist 
Church, 204 S 6th St. Call Debbie Underwood at  
(432) 553-7483.

9:45-11:30 a.m. The Posse Ladies Bible Study “Names 
of God” at Sangre de Cristo Fellowship, 120 Jerry Dr. 
Westcliffe. September 18- December 4 
Questions?  Holly 703-338-4100

10 a.m. Pickle Ball (SCMP) info: lizbrannen@gmail.com
6 p.m. Alcoholics Anonymous  (CLSD) Big Book Study at 

St. Luke’s, 3rd & Rosita, Westcliffe.  Martha at  
719-371-1853. 

6 p.m. Prayer Group Meeting. First Baptist Church  
of Westcliffe. Call 719-783-2498.

First Thursday of the Month
9 a.m. - 3 p.m. Comfort Quilters, FBC  (log bldg next to the 

church) 417 S. 6th St. Contact Delores at 719-371-1451.
2nd Thursday of the Month
6 p.m.  Custer County Republican Central Committee 

meeting. Ranchers Roost. The public is welcome See 
www.CusterGOP.com or Facebook page at https://m.
facebook.com/custergop 

3rd Thursday of the Month
2 p.m. Round Mt Water District Meeting. 
Fridays
10 a.m. Pickle Ball Silver Cliff Memorial Park 

More info: lizbrannen@gmail.com
1 - 4 p.m.-  Mah Jongg at the Senior Center 
6 p.m. Alcoholics Anonymous Open Discussion, St. 

Luke’s, 3rd & Rosita. Call Martha 719-371- 1853
2nd Friday of the Month  

8 am- Westcliffe Band of Brothers & Sisters Men’s 
Prayer Breakfast, at the Senior Center followed by 
Monthly Meeting at 9:30 - all are welcome

Saturdays
10 a.m. Wet Mountain Al-Anon Family Group meets at 

St. Luke’s Episcopal Church. Call Dee (719) 404-1851  
or Jean (719) 371-1229.

3rd Saturday of Month
8 a.m. Valley Bible Fellowship Men’s Breakfast Open to 

all Men of the Community, 116 Hermit Lane, Silver Cliff 
Questions, Mike @ 719-650-0362

1 p.m. VFW meeting at Cliff Lanes Conference Room,  
Post Commander Burt Daniels 719-783-3050 

Put on then, as God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved,  
compassionate hearts, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience,

bearing with one another and, if one has a complaint against  
another, forgiving each other; as the Lord has forgiven you,  

so you also must forgive.
Colossians  3: 12-13 ESV

away from our local companies that do 
mitigation. (This would also involve a 
county employee in driving the chipper 
to their properties and running it. All 
told, Knappe is proposing to spend 
over $120k in taxpayers’ money to 
help a few  landowners mitigate their 
PRIVATE property. Plus there will be 
increased insurance and maintenance 
costs. Warning, the Following 
Is a Taxpayer’s Rant: This is a 
conservative, Republican county. With 
a ton of retirees on fixed incomes. 
We want SMALL, EFFICIENT 
GOVERNMENT. We do NOT 
WANT BIGGER GOVERNMENT, 
MORE SPENDING AND THUS 
MORE TAXES. We do NOT WANT 
TO PROVIDE MORE SERVICES 
BECAUSE THEY COST MONEY. 
OUR MONEY. Inflation is killing us. 
Tax and fee increases are killing us. This 
mitigation expense, for landowners 
that in all reality are probably fairly 
well-to-do, will do NOTHING to help 
the county considering the immense 
size of the county and the massive 
wooded areas we have. NOTHING. 
It is less than a drop in the bucket. It 
is a typical big government feel-good, 
waste of our tax money make work 
project. 

Now let’s take a quick look at our 
county budget for this year. First, 
our budget is around $9 million with 
around half or so coming in grants. So, 
about $4.5 million of that comes from 
our property taxes and miscellaneous 
county income (like P&Z building/
septic fees, which are DOWN 
dramatically from last year). Knappe’s 
mitigation proposal of over $120k 
is a sizable hunk of our local taxes. 
For just a few citizens. Doesn’t seem 
like a wise use of our money. Plus 
here is where we stand for our 2025 
County budget: Epp said it looks like 
the Commissioners will have to CUT 
ROAD & BRIDGE’S BUDGET BY 
AROUND $300K AND POSSIBLY 

THE SHERIFF’S BUDGET BY 
$200K! Plus other cuts. Folks, the 
two most important budget items in 
the county are R&B and the Sheriff’s 
Office. We could be cutting about 
a half a MILLION dollars from the 
two most important departments. Our 
PRIORITY SHOULD BE R&B AND 
THE SO. Period. Not pet projects to 
benefit a few while our roads need help 
and the SO needs money to protect us. 
Ms. Knappe is a nice lady, but she is 
not working for the state in Denver 
where there is no real oversight of how 
one spends tax money. This is Custer 
County and EVERY TAX DOLLAR 
IS IMPORTANT. The Commissioners 
are pinching pennies as our expenses 
next year are way over our anticipated 
income. Proposing a $100k chipper 
and a $14k dump trailer for a few 
people to cut down trees on their 
private property is way out of line 
for this county and totally WRONG 
considering the massive cuts we are 
making to essential services. It is 
FISCALLY IRRESPONSIBLE. There 
is only so much money here in Happy 
Valley, and that must go to what is 
important and benefits every taxpayer, 
not just a few. We can’t afford an OEM 
empire here in Custer County, folks. 
The Commissioners need to kill these 
two requests and ask Ms. Knappe to 
understand that there is a very limited 
amount of money here to spend in 
Custer County and that must go to 
essential services NOT OEM feel-
good items. This ain’t Denver.  Small 
government is good government. End 
of rant.

To their credit, and led by Canda, the 
Commissioners in a very nice way 
told Ms. Knappe that we are broke 
and can’t afford this insanity. Canda 
made the best comment with, “The 
People can do it”. (Amen. It is the 
citizens’ property and not the county’s 
property.) Epp had a good one too 
with, “Just because there is money left 
doesn’t mean we have to spend it”. Epp 
added, “funds are not good”. (That is, 
there is NO MONEY!) Thankfully, the 
Commissioners let this dump trailer 

request die. (However, the Taj Mahal 
$100k chipper is still being considered. 
Commissioners, if you are making 
massive cuts to essential services like 
R&B and SO, spending $100k on this 
is WRONG. Kill it.)

Next was a big hubbub about spending 
“LATCF” and “ARPA” funds this year 
so we don’t have to give them back. 
(The ARPA money was the big grants 
the feds and state handed out to local 
governments while they were killing 
us with jabs and masks during the 
Covid panic.) It was a little confusing 
with all the acronyms they were using, 
but it looked like they had about $700k 
to allocate and with a series of resolu-
tions they did that. Of note, the airport 
got $125k and “work force housing”, 
IT, and the county’s contingency fund 
all got pretty big bucks. 

Epp then went over the BOCC’s 2025 
schedule. The Commissioners are 
moving their meetings from the An-
nex to All Aboard Westcliffe as having 
them in the Annex disrupts Finance 
and Human Resources. This will cost 
a few thousand to rent the place. The 
BOCC meetings will be moved to 
Thursdays in 2025 as All Aboard is 
booked on Wednesdays.

And that was it for the BOCC meeting, 
but dear readers, we have a BONUS 
BOCC meeting to briefly report on: 
A special BOCC meeting to choose 
the next Human Services Department 
Director. This was at  3 p.m. on the 
same day as the above meeting. After 
the usual formalities, Epp said that the 
Commissioners had four applicants for 
the job, and he liked two of them but 
“it came down to one for me”. Canda 
then said the same thing and said, “We 
have one superstar”. Day agreed in 
his fashion. They moved to offer the 
superstar the job at a salary of $80k 
per year. Human Resources Director, 
Bob Smith, then called the lucky one 
and she accepted. Her name is VIcki 
White. 

And that was another joyous day in 
Happy Valley. 

BOCC from page 1

Send us your Holiday Worship Plans and We’ll Print it.
sdc.sentinel@gmail.com
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Community Services
Altitude Community Fitness 

(719) 783-0750
American Legion Post #170

PO Box 424, Westcliffe, CO 81252
talpost170westcliffe@gmail.com 

(719) 783-2462   westcliffepost170.org
Custer County  

Community Sharing Food Pantry 
120 N. 3rd St.   Fri.  (719) 783-2994  
OPEN First 3 Fridays of the month   

12 –  2 p.m.  
An Equal Opportunity Provider

  Family Crisis Services 
Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault Center for  

Fremont and Custer Counties  
(719) 275-2429    FamilyCrisisOnline.org

Front Range Clinic
Medications for Addiction Treatment (MAT)

1-866-MAT-STAT
www.frontrangemd.com/mobile-unit
Lighthouse Pregnancy Resources  

Monday and Thursday 11a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Friday 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

(719) 783-4357 
National Suicide HOTLINE

1-800-273-8255    Veterans Press 1
Solvista 24/7 Crisis Line 

 for Fremont and Custer Counties
Regional 719-276-5488  Local Office 719-275-2351

VETERANS SERVICE Office (VSO) 
Dominic Edginton new VSO 

(719) 618-8266    vso@custercounty.co.gov 
Courthouse Bldg. (Rosita Rd. Entrance)

West Custer County Library 
209 Main Street   Westcliffe, CO  81252 

(719) 783-9138 
Tue. –  Fri.: 10  a.m.  –  5:30  p.m..   

Saturday: 10 a.m. – 2  p.m.
Wet Mountain Rotary Van Service

Limited Dispatch   719-783-2343

Emergency Agencies B-Ball Game – Fundraiser
The emergency responders of Custer County will hold a fundraiser basketball 
game on Saturday, December 7, 2024, at 1 p.m in the East Gym of the Custer 
County School. The basketball game will be the emergency agencies facing each 
other in a fun community entertainment event to raise donation funds to assist the 
Fernandez family in their time of need after losing Andrew Fernandez in a tragic 
car accident. Mr. Fernandez was an outstanding Paramedic in Custer County and 
dedicated his life to helping others. This event will be free to the community and 
donations will be welcome. All the emergency agencies hope to see the community 
come together and enjoy some entertainment.

Events
3rd St. Gallery  Thursday - Monday, 11 a.m. - 4 p.m. 
Sangres Art Guild ~ HOLIDAY ART SHOW  
RECEPTION Saturday December 7,  1-4 p.m. 
59000 N. Highway 69, Westcliffe

SEE PAGE 1 FOR WEEKEND FESTIVITIES

Saturday, December 7, 2024, at 1 p.m  
Emergency Services Basket Ball Game & Fundraiser 
in the East Gym of the Custer County School.

December 14, 11 a.m. 
Wreaths Across America Wreath Day 
Ceremony and Wreath Laying 
Silver Cliff Memorial Park

Saturday, December 14, 5 to 7:30? 
Living Nativity at Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran 
Church. Accepting canned goods & non perishables for 
Fishes & Loaves.    801 Sheridan Ave, Cañon City

Monday, December 16th  6-9 p.m. 
Community Appreciation & Christmas Dinner 
Bring a dish and BYOB Sponsored by 
CCRCC @ the WMV Saddle Club

Three bedroom house
Full kitchen with 

appliances.
Mudroom, livingroom.

Full bath, washer  
and dryer.

Fenced in backyard, 
propane heat.

Utilities not included.
NO PETS. $850.  

Per month.
Call 303-903-7804 /  

303-903-2985.

FOR SALE BY OWNER
5 Acre lot, partially 

fenced.
New, 2 story Tough Shed.
Big Horn Ranch off Oak 

Creek Grade
$41,000.

Call 719-371-0640 
or Email  kathy@

colomountainproperty.com

Valley Ace Hardware 
is hiring for a full-time 

Human Resources 
Administrator.  401(k), 

LTD, Life Insurance, and 
health benefits. Starting 

pay is $22.35. Please send 
your resume to shandy@
valleyacehardware.com.

***
Custer County School 

District is now hiring for 
the following positions:  

Teaching positions include 
HS History Teacher. 

Support staff positions 
include two SPED 

Paraprofessional positions. 
Coaching positions include 

Head Baseball Coach, 
HS Assistant Baseball 

Coach, and HS Assistant 
Track Coach (Throwing).  

Any Certified Teacher/
Substitute application 

without a CDE license is 
incomplete and will not 
be considered. Online 

applications only. Please 
visit us on the web at: 

https://custercountyschools.
tedk12.com/hire/index.aspx 
or South Central BOCES 
- Westcliffe openings for 

more information and  
to apply.

Sangre de Cristo Sentinel
We Need Local people to 
Report on LOCAL News
Stop by Tues -Wedn. 9-3, 

Fri. 9-12
601 Main St., Westcliffe

WILDFIRE
MITIGATION

Home and Property 
Protection

Skid Steer Work/Home 
Improvement and Repair
Serving Custer County  
and Surrounding Areas

Swota Enterprises
719-783-4477 

ClassifiedsClassifieds

Lori Kastendieck
Independent Broker

Real Estate
WestcliffeBroker.com

719-269-0653
Serving buyers & sellers

Since 1982

Real Estate

For Sale

Services

FREE BOOKS
At the Sentinel’s Lending 

Library:
History, biography, war, 
crime, etc. Good quality.

Announcements

To Place an ad, please call 719-783-3360 or email  sdc.sentinel@gmail.com. 
The deadline for getting your information into the Classifieds is Monday at 4 p.m. for that week’s edition.

Help Wanted

For Rent

No Job Too Small 
Remodels, Decks,   

Interior/Exterior Paint  
Log Home Staining and 

Log repair, Construction. 
Local References, Insured.   

Tony (719) 783-2883

Get Noticed with color

Happy 
Birthday
John Vass

Stephen George

BI
RT

H
D

AY

HAPPY

Custom Homes • Remodeling  

• Concrete  
• Steel Building Sales and Erection

Construction Solutions  
of CO, LLC

Casey Nordyke:  
719-371-7454
Corey Nordyke:  
719-371-6143

CONSTSOLUTIONS@ICLOUD.COM
Authorized Dealer  

Sentinel Steel Buildings

 Wet Mountain Valley   
Community Chorale

Presents

e Lessons and Carols   f  
Christmas Concert 

Sunday, December 8th

2 p.m and 4 p.m.

First Baptist Church,  410 S 6th St.Westcliffe

The American Legion Monthly 
Meeting is the 1st Tuesday of every 

month at 6:00 p.m. at the bowling alley. 

The American Legion Auxiliary 
Monthly Meeting is the 1st Monday of 

each month at 5:00 p.m. at the 
Cliff Lanes meeting room.

The Veterans of Foreign Wars 
Monthly Meeting is the 

3rd Saturday of every month at 
1 .m. at the bowlin alle . 
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Obituary 

James Roland Bishop
Feb. 24, 1944 - Nov. 21, 2024

James Roland Bishop, 
Castle Builder, was born in 

Honolulu, Hawaii, on February 
24, 1944, to Willard and 
Pauline (Perse) Bishop, they 
and his sister Johanna Trimble, 
precede him in passing. His 
surviving siblings are Susie 
(Charles) Steigerwalt, Will 
(Jim Kearney) Bishop and 
Otis Trimble.
He lived a passionate life and 
although his work would nev-
er be done, he was freed from 
the bonds of this earth on No-
vember 21, 2024. A survivor,  
renegade, visionary, humani-
tarian and at times a madman 
genius, Jim’s determination to 
create an evolving legacy tested 
every limit and literally moved 
mountains.
Jim and Phoebe Noakes crossed 
paths many time prior to a 
bodybuilding workout at a 
friend’s gym in 1966 where 
they ultimately fell in love. She 
was his one and only and their 
lives intertwined for 51 years. 
Jim and Phoebe were blessed 
with children Daniel, Valerie, 
Roy and Donita. The family 
was devastated by Roy’s death 
in 1988 and Phoebe’s passing 
in 2018. Through grief, Jim 
reshaped the castle to honor 
their unfinished lives and catch 
his unending tears.
Jim counted the thousands 

of guests who visited Bishop 
Castle among those friends. 
Every rock was placed by his 
hand with the intention of 
creating a monument to be 
witnessed and enjoyed by all, 
without restriction, and free 
from government rule. His 
talent was unmatched and his 
storytelling will be deeply 
missed. Giving even after death, 
he donated his body to Science 
Care.
Memorial service will be Friday, 
December 6th, 10 a.m, at St. 
Mary Catholic Church, 217 E. 
Mesa Ave, Pueblo, CO 81006. 
Everyone who loved Jim and 
his work is welcome to attend.
The family welcomes cards and 
donations sent to Bishop Castle, 
12705 State Hwy 165, Rye, CO 
81068.
There will be a public  
memorial at the Castle, Summer 
2025. Those details will be post-
ed on the Bishop Castle website 
when finalized.

In the spirit of gratitude, Lucy 
Gaide peacefully made her tran-

sition on Thanksgiving Day, No-
vember 28, 2024, at Brookdale 
Monument Valley in Colorado 
Springs.

Lucille (Copelin) Gaide was 
born in Pueblo, Colorado, on 
January 29, 1925, and enjoyed a 
full and productive life of nearly 
100 years. Other than ten years 
spent in California as a child, she 
lived in Colorado. In 1941, Lucy 
married Art Gaide and went on to 
have two children. As a young, 
married mother she held several 
professional positions: telephone 
switchboard operator, beautician, 
and State Hospital attendant. She 
then earned her Practical Nursing 
degree and her Psychiatric Tech-
nician certification. She pursued 
her passion working for years as 
Charge Nurse on the night shift at 
the Colorado State Mental Hospital 
in Pueblo. Later she kept books 
at the Standard Oil Bulk Plant 
that she and Art owned in Pueblo 
before retiring to Westcliffe.

Once in Westcliffe, she designed 
and had her dream home, a gin-
gerbread house adorned with 
hearts, built on Granada Court. 
For a time, she lived with her hus-
band and grandchildren, Mike and 
Shawn, and was an active partic-
ipant in the community. She was 

called to the ministry 
and graduated from 
Unity School of 
Christianity in 1985. 
Her prayer minis-
try was part of her 
daily practice, and 
she provided guest 
sermons at multiple 
Sunday services and 
readings at weddings 
and funerals.  She 
held a special place 
in her heart for all 
animals and provid-
ed loving care for 
many dogs and cats 
over the years. Lucy 
and Art divorced  
after 42 years of 
marriage and she 
lived quietly in her 
home in Westcliffe, taking care of 
herself until she was 98.

Lucy is survived by her children: 
Michael (Midori) Morgan-Gaide  
of Seattle, WA, and Dove Cogen  
of West Brookfield, VT; grand-
children: Michelle (Claude) Kerno, 
Mike (Robin) Gaide, Shawn 
(Brenda) Gaide, ldania (Christian) 
Mathews, Mark (Samantha) Morgan, 
Kent (Sharon) Bulloch, Kristali 
(William) Cameron; daughter-
in-law Sandi Gaide; her dear  
niece Cheryl (Don) Breeding; 
19 great-grandchildren; 6 great-
great-grandchildren; 10 nieces and 

nephews; and many loving friends. 
She was predeceased by her parents, 
Charles and Lucille Copelin, her 
brother, Charles Copelin, Jr., son-
in-law David Cogen, grandchild 
Jef Cameron and former husband  
Art Gaide.

There will be an intimate grave-
side service Saturday, December 
14th at noon at Ula Cemetery, 
Westcliffe, Colorado.

“In lieu of flowers, donations may 
be made to the Humane Society at 
https://www.hsppr.org/donate.”

Obituary 

Lucy Gaide
Jan. 29, 1925 - Nov. 28, 2024

LOCAL 
FULL 

SERVICE 
PLUMBING 

& 
HEATING
WESTCLIFFE, CO

719-217-7202
www.whitebrosplumbing.com

Market Your Neighborhood 
             Grocery Store

Visit us online at  LOWESMARKET.COM  
or on Facebook at  

FACEBOOK.com/LowesSupermarkets

    Open 7:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m.                                                                                50 Main Street
                  7 Days a Week                                                                                                719/783-0550

• Full Service Grocery Store
• Ice
• Blue Rhino Propane
• Firewood
• Hunting / Fishing License
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Open Mon - Sat | 9am-4pm
57965 Hwy 69, Westcliffe  

719-783-0988 | shopyoders.com

Yoder’s Home Furnishings:  Yoder’s Home Furnishings:  
Your local Go-To Shop for quality home Your local Go-To Shop for quality home 

furnishings for everyone on your list! furnishings for everyone on your list! 
We are sure to have something for everyone! We are sure to have something for everyone! 

Save 10% on Decor & Candles!Save 10% on Decor & Candles!
Hotspring Hot Tubs: Hotspring Hot Tubs: 

Get up to $1,000 off and FREE salt system Get up to $1,000 off and FREE salt system 
or ozonator & accessories! or ozonator & accessories! 
Now through Christmas! Now through Christmas! 

Don’t forget Salida Stove and Spa Don’t forget Salida Stove and Spa Don’t forget Salida Stove and Spa 
for all your Christmas gift needs. for all your Christmas gift needs. for all your Christmas gift needs. 

307 Main Street, Westcliffe • Open: Wed - Sat 11-4307 Main Street, Westcliffe • Open: Wed - Sat 11-4

Lollipop & Co.

Popcorn! 

Popcorn! 

Popcorn! 

Popcorn! Treats!
Treats!
Treats!
Treats!

TakeTake
NN

Bake!Bake!

TakeTake
NN

Bake!Bake!

Do your Christmas Shopping LOCALLY this year! Do your Christmas Shopping LOCALLY this year! 
Your friends and neighbors have some AMAZING offers to help you celebrate  Your friends and neighbors have some AMAZING offers to help you celebrate  

and find something for everyone on your gift list! and find something for everyone on your gift list! 

I will honor Christmas in my heart, 
and try to keep it all the year.

Charles Dickens



                                                                                                                            Sangre de Cristo Sentinel                                                                                  1312                                                                                                             Sangre de Cristo Sentinel                                       Friday, December 6, 2024

Introducing the Bobcat Culinary Program! Introducing the Bobcat Culinary Program! 

Courtesy photos; Layout by Katherine Brenchley

by Troy Bomgardner, 6-12 Counselor

Custer County High School

The new culinary program at Custer County High School 

has student’s smiling as they depart class with tasty 

fresh baked goods in hand.  The program is led by Brett 

Bowdish, a retired chef who lives in the valley.  “I was 

blessed with some great mentors that provided direction 

for my career, and I feel this program is a way for me to 

mentor students and kind of pay it forward,” said Bowdish.  

Bowdish brings a wealth of knowledge to the program with 

an extensive resume from around the United States, from 

lead chef at the Broadmoor, the Peabody in Memphis, and 

the Epcot Center in Florida.

All this knowledge comes to life in a full production kitchen 

in the science hallway. “The culinary program is new to 

our district and we are very lucky to have Brett aboard 

to lead the program,” said Custer County Superintendent 

Thom Peck. “The toughest part of starting a program is the 

front loading of equipment and the South Central BOCES 

stepped in with money from a rural grant for the culinary 

classroom that helped to jumpstart this program,” noted 

Peck.  Students will learn safety skills in the kitchen that 

will lead to a Serve Safe certifi cation that students can use 

to enter the food services industry.  In addition, students 

get practical experience preparing food from recipes that 

Bowdish has used in some of the fi nest kitchens across 

the country.  “Culinary class makes me excited to come 

to school,” said senior Chris Mullett. “I love cooking and 

Chef Brett is teaching a ton in the kitchen!” Currently, 

there are 2 sections of Culinary Fundamentals offered at 

CCHS with plans to expand the program depending on 

student interest. “My goal is for 80% of CCHS students 

to participate in the culinary program and to  leave the 

classroom with a real world culinary experience, execute 

a meal, become a better consumer of food, and understand 

that a clean kitchen is a happy kitchen,” said Bowdish. As 

another student leaves the culinary class with a plate of 

homemade goodies, it appears the Culinary program is on 

its way to achieving this goal.
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The Night of Radishes 
Noche de Rábanos

Here is another Holiday tradition. 
Again, I have never heard of this 
one so let’s learn together. It’s 
called the “Night of Radishes” in 
Oaxaca, Mexico. It is a 125-year-
old tradition. 
First let’s look at a little history 
on this tradition. Radishes are not 
native to Mexico but were brought over in the colonial period It is a well-known 
belief that two Dominican monks encouraged local farmers — Zapotec and 
Mixtec people along with other indigenous groups — to grow the radishes, 
along with other fruits and vegetables they brought.  
Oaxaca is situated in a very fertile valley. The local farms were so plentiful that 
the farmers would bring some of their crops to the local market to sell. Sounds 
kind of like our farmers markets. One year in the mid 1800’s the radish crop was 
so abundant that a portion of the crop of radishes was left unharvested. Later 
in December the two monks went and pulled up some of the radishes only to 
be astonished with what they saw. The radishes had grown into massive odd-
shaped blobs. The monks brought these odd, shaped radishes to the Christmas 
market on the day before Christmas. Oaxaca was full of all sorts of artists and it 
also had a long-standing wood carving tradition. The local wood carvers took a 
fancy to the radishes and decided to carve them into Nativity scenes to further 
entice Christmas market shoppers. 
In 1897, Mexico President Francisco Vasconcelos, decided to start a new 
tradition and he created the radish carving Nativity Scene competition. This 
competition was to be held on December 23rd. From there, the annual event 
grew to include all sorts of different carvings. Some of these grew to be as big 
as a human head. They are not very tasty but they are now only used for the 
carving competition.
As the city and the carving competition has grown, the government has 
dedicated land to the growing of the radishes used for the event. The event has 
become very popular, attracting over 100 contestants and thousands of visitors. 
However, after radishes are cut and carved, they begin to wilt. So, the works can 
only be displayed for a number of hours. Hundreds of participants from Oaxaca 
and neighboring communities compete yearly. In 2014, 94 competed in the adult 
categories, along with 61 youth and 50 children.

by Audrey Slater. Sources: https://people.howstuffworks.com/culture-tradi-
tions/holidays-christmas/mexicos-night-of-radishes.htm, https://en.wikipedia.
org/wiki/Night_of_the_Radishes
PHOTO: Joseph, Mary and the baby Jesus, vegetable-style, are presented during 
the Night of the Radishes. Wikimedia Commons (CC BY SA 2.0).

Jesus said
“Let not your hearts be troubled.  

Believe in God;  believe also in Me.
John 14:1  ESV

For more information & Parade Registration  
& lineup go to  valleystrong.us

Bobcats Scoreboard!
Tuesday, December 3:
     Girls HS Basketball @ HOME vs Swallows Charter: 
          Win 34-29!
     Boys HS Basketball @ HOME vs Swallows Charter 
          JV: lost 31-33; Varsity: Win 34-27!

Friday, December 6
     7 am (weigh in) Girls HS Wrestling @  
          Pueblo Central Invitational in Pueblo (away)  
     3 pm Girls HS Basketball @ Las Animas  
          Tournament (away)  
     4:30 pm Boys HS Basketball @ Las Animas  
          Tournament (away)    
Saturday, December 7:
     7 am (weigh in) Boys HS Wrestling @ Grizzly  
          Invite in Fowler (away)  
     TBD Girls HS Wrestling @ Strasburg Invite in Strasburg
     TBD Girls & Boys HS Basketball @ Las Animas  
          Tournament (away)  
Thursday, December 12:
     5 pm (weigh in) Boys HS Wrestling @ Match Night  
          in Primero (away)

Come out and support your 
Custer County Bobcats! 

All games and dates are subject to change without notice.

Booster Club Bobcat Corner
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Hello. May I first start out saying” Thank 
God answered our prayers and Trump 
won! He will make America great 
once again. We got a text from family 
living there in Westcliffe with a picture 
of your newspaper with the rock my 
granddaughter and I made. We were so 
ecstatic and my 9 yr. old granddaughter 
was jumping with excitement. Once 
we came upon the beautiful tree with 
the other rock collections we vowed if 
Trump won on election day, we would 
paint a rock for our love for Trump 
from Ohio and leave it. After almost 
30 inches of snow, we returned and 
dug out the other stones and left ours 
to join as well. Hopefully better times 
will be with us all for the near future 
and we will all unify and come together 
as the America we once were. Many 
Blessings to you all. We can’t wait 
to return again in May. Westcliffe is 
absolutely beautiful and everyone 
we meet is amazing! Here is our Lily 
we have been raising since she was 1 
year old. She was so proud to lay this 
rock and even prouder that she was 
acknowledged in the paper about it. ;)

Trina Morris,  Ohio, U.S.A.

Lily in the Valley

“We the People” Speak
Letters to the Editor

Please send your submissions to us at sdc.sentinel@gmail.com, mail them or bring them in to the office at 601 Main St., Westcliffe CO 81252.
Rules: We will print, at our discretion, the thoughts and ideas of our fellow citizen-patriots. Please limit your offerings to 500 words or less. No profanity or  
vulgarity, no personal attacks, and please sign your name and give us the general location of your residence. Also please provide your phone number or email - for 
confirmation only.   The opinions expressed here are solely those of the author; they do not reflect the opinions held or endorsed by the Sentinel. 

Wet Mountain Wildlife
Dear Editor:  

It’s [time for] the  annual  
Custer County Spirit pro-

gram, and I would once again 
like to plead and encourage 
all of you to consider making 
a contribution to the WET  
MOUNTAIN  WILDLIFE 
Animal Rehabilitation Facility 
in Wetmore, CO. 

Cec and Tom Sanders founded 
and have managed the facility 
for 34 years. And when we 
say “managed” we mean that 
Cec and Tom put in 12 to 14-
hour days, seven days a week, 
virtually 12 months year. It 
is an arduous, demanding 
job; caring and nurturing sick 
and injured animals; feeding 
infants that are often only a 
couple weeks old by hand, 
biweekly trips to Cañon 
City to collect hundreds of 
pounds of older produce 
donated by various groceries 
and Walmart. This past year; 
racoons, Bobcats, Fawns, two 
bears and more. The ravenous 
bears consume during the 

height of the summer on 
average 200 pounds of food 
a day. Feeding these bears at 
least twice daily is not only 
incredibly demanding, it’s also 
dangerous.  And yes, after con-
suming hundreds of pounds of 
food, there is a lot of cleanup 
work. Once again that’s all 
done by hand by Cec and Tom.  
They have no helpers, no 
volunteers, and they receive 
zero compensation. Sadly, the 
state of Colorado does not and 
will not contribute one thin 
dime, when it is the state itself 
that receives all the benefits of 
their hard work. Thus, 100% of 
the veterinarian bills, thousands 
of pounds of purchased food 
(not surprisingly bears love 
dog food), medications, facility 
repairs, blankets, towels, etc. 
comes from contributions 
such as the donation by the 
Custer County Spirit Program 
and the wonderful citizens of 
Custer County. Cec and Tom 
would love to invite you to 
the facility, but it is off limits 
by state law. Under their 

licensing with Colorado state, 
all of these animals must be 
kept wild because they must 
all be returned to their natural 
habitat. And that is exactly 
what happens. But, Cec and 
Tom would love to thank all of 
you from the bottom of their 
hearts, and more importantly, 
thanks from all those animals 
you have saved. It is approxi-
mated that they have saved 
over 1,000 animals over the 
last 40 years. Those animals 
are alive today and living a 
healthy life because of your 
wonderful generosity. You can 
receive their annual newsletter 
by writing or calling them. And 
you can send donations to Wet 
Mountain Wildlife, Cec & Tom 
Sanders, 743 Crestview Drive, 
Florence, CO 81226, Phone: 
719-784-3214 ( or even better, 
make a donation through the 
Custer County Spirit program, 
and they will receive a little 
extra matching money) 
Douglas Schulz and Tracy  
Stoneman,  
Rural Custer County 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 6th 6 p.m.
For TICKETS CALL 719-207-3289

Contractor License  
#ICNON153778

We s t c l i f f e ,  C o l o r a d o

7 1 9 . 4 5 8 . 4 1 8 4

New Homes
Additions
Polebarns

Garages

KLM Seamless Gutters
Marlin Miller

Westcliffe, Colorado

Quality and experience
719 371 7021

The Cliffes Auto Services

215 E. Main St
Silver Cliff, CO 81252

(719) 285-3181
(719) 783-3281

cliffesautosvcs@gmail.com

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service:“Lessons & Carols”
St Luke’s Episcopal Church

Everyone Welcome!
If you need a ride to the service, please call Ann @ 303-547-4723 by Dec 23 to schedule.

•  Potluck at 5:30 pm               •  Worship Service at 6:30 pm
• Dessert after the service at approximately 7:30 pm

Service held at 201 S 3rd St., Westcliffe, Colorado

Go to  
Re dC o un t yB l ueN at i on . c omRe dC o un t yB l ueN at i on . c om  

to view live or  
see the prior episodes.

Custer County’s Own PodcastCuster County’s Own Podcast        
Red Count yRed Count y Blue Nat ionBlue Nat ion

Featuring Steve Rorick &  
Jimmy “The Plumber” McMahon  

discussing local issues and interviews. 
Every Wednesday evening at 7 p.m.Every Wednesday evening at 7 p.m.
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Jab the Kids! Colorado Charter School  
Vaccine Exemption Legislation in 2025

JAB THE KIDS 
see page 17

“Colorado SB20-163 mandated for schools to report 
vaccine rates to a CDPHE public dashboard so that 

schools falling below 95% compliance criteria  
could be publicly shamed in media. Then pharma  

lobbyists could demand more exemptions restricting 
legislation, which is a long-term strategy playing  

out now in 2024.”

by Pam Long, KimMonson.com

With ten years of experience 
in Colorado health politics, 

I can discern the media-pharma 
lobbyist partnership which primes 
the public to believe that Colorado 
has a vaccination compliance 
problem in advance of draconian 
legislation to mandate vaccine 
compliance, using your child’s 
legal right to access to a free and 
public education as coercion.

In October 2024, The Coloradoan 
published “Vaccination rates at 
some local schools concern state, 
county health officials.” This is 
a Fort Collins publication, in a 
Democrat stronghold in local 
government. If you have read 
my other articles, you already 
know the Larimer County 
commissioners, board of health, 
and state representatives are 
pharma shills. Nevertheless, these 
people will sponsor statewide 
legislation under false pretenses 
which will affect your right to 
exempt your child from one or 
more vaccines. Now that you 
know the players, let’s discuss 
the deceitful tactics quoted from 
this Coloradoan article and 
subsequent articles leading up to 
the introduction of legislation in 
the upcoming session. I predict 
that legislation in 2025 will target 
charter schools, and I offer advice 
on how to prepare for this attack 
on parental rights to exempt from 
vaccines.

The Deceitful Data Spin

“Four in 10 students at one 
charter school in Windsor, and 
as many as 1in 3 of the students 
at another charter school in Fort 

Collins, have not received the 
required vaccinations for their 
age when they enrolled last fall, 
according to the CDPHE.”

This tactic typically alludes to 
many parents who choose to delay 
the MMR vaccine in kindergarten 
to first grade, depending on 

the age of the child, and these 
students are still in compliance 
with CDC recommendations. 
Students enter kindergarten at age 
5, but the CDC recommendation 
for the second dose of the MMR 
is age 4 to 6. The issue is one 
vaccine, and a very small cohort 
of students. The pharma lobbyists 
who ghostwrite these talking 
points for media and bill sponsors 
would like you to think that 4 in 
10 students or 1 in 3 students are 
completely unvaccinated from 
all vaccines. In reality, 93.7% of 
pre-K-12 Colorado students have 
the MMR vaccine.

Weaponization of the Word 
“Outbreak”

“And that’s a huge concern 
to medical professionals and 
public health officials who fear 
a localized outbreak of measles, 
polio, and hepatitis B or other 
highly contagious diseases.”

The CDC defines an outbreak 
as an illness (contagious or non-
contagious) which affects 7% 
of the population, which is a 
threshold which would justify 
measures to investigate and limit 
the spread of the virus, bacteria, 
or toxin. A school with 1,000 
students would need 70 students 

afflicted by an illness to declare 
a true “outbreak.” A few cases 
of measles or pertussis are not 
an “outbreak” by definition. 
Vaccines have varying rates of 
effectiveness, and do not prevent 
100% cases of viruses, nor do 
vaccines eradicate various strains 
of viruses. In other words, getting 
vaccinated for one strain of a 
virus, does not protect everyone 
from every strain of the virus. 
Nevertheless, one of the tactics 
to sell vaccines and to sponsor 
draconian legislation is to refer 
to a few cases of measles as an 
“outbreak” and then blame the 
unvaccinated, even if the measles 
cases are in vaccinated students.

The False Belief in 100% 
Vaccine Efficacy and Safety

“Every single hospitalization and 
death, every child that’s affected 
by vaccine-preventable disease 
is a tragedy, because these 

outbreaks, these diseases, the 
consequences of these diseases; 
they’re preventable,” said Dr. 
David Higgins, a pediatrician and 
public health and preventative 
medicine specialist with 
Children’s Hospital Colorado and 
UCHealth.”

Public health uses the term 
“vaccine preventable diseases” 
to sell vaccines and draconian 
legislation. The intent behind 
this term is to imply that alleged 
“outbreaks” could be 100% 
eradicated by vaccines, when 
this is patently false. This term 
is used to convey that students 
should not have the right to 
exempt from vaccines, which are 
portrayed as 100% effective with 
zero adverse reactions. In reality, 
the risk-benefit analysis of every 
vaccine should include the risk 
of a temporary, mild illness (not 
a disease) compared to the risk of 
an adverse reaction which causes 
chronic autoimmune disease or 
disability.

Parents can access federal vaccine 
injury data at Open VAERS.

The Denial of Vaccine Failure

“Larimer County officials are 
particularly concerned about a 
recent uptick in reported cases of 
pertussis (whooping cough), said 
Kori Wilford, a spokesperson for 
the Larimer County Department 
of Health and Environment. There 
have been 29 cases reported 
so far in 2024, including 17 
since July, she wrote in a Sept. 
25 email to The Coloradoan.” 
“Cases have occurred among 
both unvaccinated and vaccinated 
individuals.”

This is an embarrassing statement 
from Larimer County, as the CDC 
has reported for many years that 
“Immunity to pertussis following 
Tdap vaccination wanes after a 
few years.”  In other words, the 
vaccine does not protect people 
from pertussis long-term, and yet 
Larimer County officials choose to 
either pretend the pertussis cases 
are a mystery or the unvaccinated 
are to blame. Larimer County 
tacitly admits that the vaccine 
is ineffective against preventing 
pertussis infection.

Herd Immunity Threshold 
Redefined by Pharma Lobbyists

“Overall, 92.1% of students in 
K-12 schools in Colorado were up 
to date on vaccinations” for 2023-
24 school year.”

Public health aims to create a 
perception of a vaccine exemption 
crisis that we are “below the 
pre-pandemic rate at 95%” in 
the 2019-20 school year. Herd 
immunity was established at 60% 
of middle-aged populations with 
naturally acquired immunity, to 
protect the vulnerable in infants 
and the elderly (on the tails of 
the bell curve.) Lobbyists who 
promote vaccine compliance 
insist that 95% of people need to 
be vaccinated to protect the herd. 
If this were true, true outbreaks 
would be occurring annually as 
most adults have not had boosters 
for childhood vaccines in decades.

Exemption rights were established 
in 1978 and exist to current 

Colorado State NewsColorado State News

LEE HOSTETLERLEE HOSTETLER
719-371-6193719-371-6193
LEE HOSTETLERLEE HOSTETLER
719-371-6193719-371-6193

MATT TROYERMATT TROYER
719-221-8940719-221-8940

MATT TROYERMATT TROYER
719-221-8940719-221-8940

FLATWORK & STAMPED CONCRETEFLATWORK & STAMPED CONCRETE
INSULATED CONCRETE FORMS (ICF’S)INSULATED CONCRETE FORMS (ICF’S)

FLATWORK & STAMPED CONCRETEFLATWORK & STAMPED CONCRETE
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Proudly sponsored by: Custer Citizens for the ConstitutionProudly sponsored by: Custer Citizens for the Constitution
Contact: Ann Barthrop (303) 547-4723, abarthrop@msn.comContact: Ann Barthrop (303) 547-4723, abarthrop@msn.com

Facebook:Facebook: Liberty Rocks In Custer County Liberty Rocks In Custer County

Liberty Rocks - 202Liberty Rocks - 2024
Tuesday, December 17th, 6:00 pm 

at Tony’s Mountain Pizzaat Tony’s Mountain Pizza
An evening of friendship, musicAn evening of friendship, music

and frivolityand frivolity
 White Elephant Gift Exchange    White Elephant Gift Exchange   

Bring a wrapped gift and JOIN THE FUN!Bring a wrapped gift and JOIN THE FUN!
(if you purchase the gift, please limit it to $25)(if you purchase the gift, please limit it to $25)

***Music by the Silver Cliff Lights******Music by the Silver Cliff Lights***
The fun begins at 6pmThe fun begins at 6pm

Come eat, drink, discuss, engage, and learn.Come eat, drink, discuss, engage, and learn.
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ACROSS
1 Daddy
5 Circuit
8 Note___ (plr.)
12 Scan
13 Bodily cavity
15 Western state
16 Dry
17 Seasonal greeting  

beginning
18 Additional
19 Sang from themountain top
21 Took a small bite
23 Widow’sproperty
25 Noah’s boat
26 Scat!
28 Stamping tool
30 How Judas betrayed Jesus
33 Seasonal greeting part 2
35 Globe
37 Memo
39 Dawdle
40 Pouch
42 Feel sick
44 Record
45 Stuff
47 Precious stone
49 Seasonal greeting end
51 Let fall
53 Lout
55 This is my __ given for you
56 Zilch
58 Hard to pass through a 

needle?
60 Seasonal entree
63 Smelt (2 wds.)
67 Northern Canal
68 Tree product
71 Competition at the Greek 

games
72 Catch sight of  (KJV)
73 Cast out
74 Power system
75 Catholic worship service

76 Attempt
77 Snaky fish
DOWN
1 Give thanks
2 Air (prefix)
3 Compensated
4 Supplemented (2 wds.)
5 Former gasoline choice
6 American College of  

Physicians(abbr.)
7 Baby dog
8 With 52D, seasonal dessert
9 Above
10 Challenge
11 Cast off
13 Chomp
14 Asian bird
20 Glances at
22 Make angry
24 Rio de Janeiro
26 Splinter of glass
27 Sarah’s handmaid
29 Time period
31 Congealed

32 Cold
33 What a nurse gives
34 Droop
36 Large
38 Hard boiled food
41 Executive director
43 Defame
46 Baboons
48 McDonald’s “Big  __”
50 Electrical measure
52 See 8 Down
54 Seasonal visitors
57 Greek stringed instrument
59 Word interpreted by Daniel
60 Swarm
61 __ Minor (Little Dipper)
62 Tears
64 Giant
65 Churn
66 Ceases
69 Extension (abbr.)
70 Title of respect

Puzzle Key on Page 7

CROSSWORD PUZZLE   

Copyright © by Cliff Leitch, The Christian Bible Reference Site 
 www.ChristianBibleReference.org. Used by permission.                                                                                  

date without any outbreaks, per 
the CDC definition. Pharma 
ghostwriters will imply that any 
school with a rate below 95% 
vaccine compliance in any vaccine 
is putting the herd at risk. In 2020, 
pharma written legislation in 
Colorado SB20-163 mandated for 
schools to report vaccine rates to 
a CDPHE public dashboard so 
that schools falling below 95% 
compliance criteria could be 
publicly shamed in media. Then 
pharma lobbyists could demand 
more exemptions restricting 
legislation, which is a long-term 
strategy playing out now in 2024.

Tom Gonzalez, Larimer County’s 
public health director, made a 
very unscientific statement to The 
Coloradoan, which hints of ethnic 
and class biases of yesteryear 
which openly believed that some 
groups of people were disease 
spreaders: “When you do have 
larger groups of unvaccinated 
folks, their risk for an outbreak 
is much higher.” Gonzalez fails 
to mention that a population with 
60% naturally acquired immunity 
will protect the herd. Gonzalez 
should educate the public that 
an outbreak threshold is 7% of 
the population, not a few cases 

of endemic illnesses which will 
always occur every year, even with 
100% vaccination rate. Instead, 
Gonzalez blames the unvaccinated 
for outbreaks, when recent cases 
have been documented in the 
vaccinated, unvaccinated, and 
unknown vaccination status.

Gonzalez communicates what 
others say more bluntly in 
Colorado politics. Diane Carman, 
wrote in advance of draconian 
legislation in 2019 in The Colorado 
Sun, “Time to kick the deliberately 
reckless disease vectors out of the 
herd.” Carman’s predictions that 
a few unvaccinated kindergarten 
children would kill people with a 
measles outbreak was unhinged, 
but here we are again in 2024.

Homeschools and Charter 
Schools

Colorado Homeschools have 
successfully advocated to protect 
both their exemption rights and the 
privacy of these decisions over the 
past ten years. However, Colorado 
Charter Schools appear to me to be 
in the cross hairs of CDPHE and 
pharma shills.

The Coloradoan reported that 
vaccination rates at one charter 
school are 55.4% to 60.4%. This 
is an outlier as vaccination rates 
at Colorado charter schools range 
from 77.6% to 84.6%, per official 

state data. Lobbyists in Colorado 
have previously reported outlier 
schools with low rates without 
explaining the administration lag 
that has historically accounted 
for these alleged low rates at 
outlier schools. In other words, 
parents have not turned in the 
vaccine records to the school. 
To truly know if this school has 
a “low rate” of vaccination, the 
public would need to know what 
percentage of parents have turned 
in vaccine records.

Should we be surprised that 
charter schools have slightly 
lower vaccination rates than 
traditional public schools? Parents 
who choose charter schools 
reject many aspects of public 
schools, including public health 
recommendations or what some 
people refer to as the “nanny 
state.” Charter school parents tend 
to be very engaged and educated 
on the health and education of 
their children. Media would like 
you to believe these parents are 
misinformed or uneducated. 
Meanwhile, their children thrive.

Homeschool parents were able 
to protect their exemption rights 
with a full-time legislative liaison 
with CHEC and the legal defense 
of HSLDA. Charter Schools 
should organize now before 
session for a legislative battle with 

a Democratic majority and 70 
medical association lobbyists.

Polis Tweets Excitement for 
RFK Jr. As HHS Secretary

On November 14, 2024, Governor 
Polis tweeted out his excitement 
for Robert F Kennedy, Jr.’s 
nomination as HHS Secretary 
under President Trump’s second 
term.

“I’m excited by the news that 
the President-Elect will appoint 
Robert Kennedy Jr. to HHSGov. 
He helped us defeat vaccine 
mandates in Colorado in 2019 and 
will help make America healthy 
again by shaking up HHS and 
FDA. I hope he leans into personal 
choice on vaccines rather than 
bans (which I think are terrible, 
just like mandates) but what I’m 
most optimistic about is taking on 
big pharma and the corporate ag 
oligopoly to improve our health…”

Generally, I like to see this support 
for RFK Jr. as health czar (which 
trended on twitter with 650,000 
celebratory tweets) and removing 
toxins from our food, water, and 
medicine. However, Gov. Polis 
is a hypocrite. He signed SB20-
163, which restricted access to 
vaccine exemptions for students in 
unprecedented ways and resulted 
in many families leaving Colorado 
and public schools. While Polis 

now claims vaccine mandates 
are “terrible,” he mandated the 
experimental EUA COVID vaccine 
for healthcare workers, resulting 
in 5,290 healthcare workers being 
fired and not given the “personal 
choice” that Polis now allegedly 
supports. An additional unknown 
number of healthcare workers 
quit and retired to avoid sanctions 
under the EUA COVID vaccine 
mandate under Polis. There is 
so much I could further expound 
on Polis’ policies differing from 
his public statements claiming 
to support freedom, but I will 
simply conclude that Colorado 
charter schools cannot trust Polis 
to protect vaccine exemptions. 
Parents must organize and prepare 
to engage with elected state 
legislators to prevent any bill that 
restricts vaccine exemptions from 
reaching Polis’ desk. The time 
to start this engagement is now, 
before session starts in January.

Pam Long is a graduate of the 
United States Military Academy 
at West Point, US Army Veteran, 
and a former Medical Intelligence 
Officer. 

Please see https://kimmonson.
com/featured_articles/jab-the-
kids-colorado-charter-school-
vaccine-exemption-legislation-
in-2025/

JAB THE KIDS 
from page 16

209 Main St., Westcliffe      •       719-783-9138

Support Your Library  Support Your Library  
in the 2024 Spirit Campaign!in the 2024 Spirit Campaign!

This year’s proceeds will support:
• Libby - the premier e-book app

• Imagination Library - free books for kids 0-5
• Royal Gorge Bridge & Park Pass for checkout

• Wonderbooks - books that read to kids

D o n a t e  a t  w m v c f . o r g !D o n a t e  a t  w m v c f . o r g !

Senior Discounts up to 20%
Email:
Sleuth1@sleuth1.com
Main St. in Westcliffe next to the 
laundromat & Anne’s Grooming

Laptops Refurbished, 
Monitors & other devices!
Why drive 125 miles to get 
ripped off at the geeks and 
other expensive sales and 
repair stores?!

Electron Wizard 

Only Minutes Away!!
719-431-9442

Computer Repairs / Sales / Cell Phones!



There is a lot of controversy over the creation 
story. Theologists to scientists theorize on timing, 
methods, even evolution. But there is much we 
can learn from the Hebrew context starting with 
Genesis 1:1, “In the beginning God created the 
heavens and the earth.” From the first verse in 
the omniscient voice, the narrative says that God 
created, “bara” in Hebrew which in context with 
scripture elsewhere means to organize or to give  
function. In other words, this is not a record of  
material creation, “the earth was unformed 
and void,”(1:2a), in Hebrew the word is tohu 
v’ vohu, which translates into something like 
“chaos”. Light and dark are already existing, but 
God is dividing them into time, day and night.

In verses 6-10 of chapter 1, the water also 
is already existing, God causes the waters to 
be gathered together into “seas” to organize 
and make them functional. At some place 
in primordial time God had brought these 
materials into existence, explaining the aged 
dating of fossils, etc. Each day, God organizes 
His creation, the lights in the sky are to be “for 
signs, seasons, days and years” (1:14a). He 
assigns living creatures to fill the sky, sea and 
land, God saw that all was good, and then He 
blessed them telling them to “be fruitful and 
multiply” (1:22), that was their function. Then 
God Himself says in verse 23 of chapter 1, “Let 
us make humankind in our image, in the likeness 
of ourselves…” Who is He speaking of? 

Made in the image and likeness--God has no 
image because He is spirit, but this is speaking of 
His nature. The Hebrew word for image is tzelem, 
the root means “shadow,’ which is an imperfect 
likeness of the original. God then forms the 
man from the ground, adamah (Hebrew) and 
that’s how Adam gets his name. God breathes 
the breath of life into Adam’s nostrils and he 
becomes a living being. God created a wife 
for Adam from his own body, “a companion 
suitable for helping him” ( 2:20). Unfortunately, 
that didn’t go so well when Eve was deceived 
by the serpent into partaking of the Tree of the 
Knowledge of Good and Evil. Adam also ate 
from the tree that God had commanded them 
not to eat, and that was the beginning of the fall  
of man.

However, God had a plan from the foundation 
of the world to redeem mankind through His 
Son Jesus, the Seed of the woman referred to 
in Genesis 3:15, which is called the Gospel in 
the Garden. Through His foreknowledge of the 
weakness of humans, God would make His glory 
manifest in that weakness through the work of 
His Son.  John 1:1 says, “In the beginning was 
the Word, the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God.” Jesus is the source of all life, as 
told in John 1:3: “All things came to be through 
Him, and without Him nothing made had 
being.” And this is only in the beginning. There 
is so much more to the story, so many levels, 
that inform, guide and transform our lives by 
the redemption plan of God.

Bill Wilson          

Dailyjot.com Printed with permission.

The Liberty Tree
Religion, The Constitution & Culture

State, National, & World

The Daily Jot 
Daily reporting and analysis of current 

events from a biblical and prophetic 
perspective. 

NOTE: When writing about God and Jesus,  
The Daily Jot means YHVH as God and Yeshua Ha 

Mashiach as Jesus--the actual original names and the 
true nature and character of them.   

In the Beginning
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by Bruce Bawer,  
FrontPageMag.com

If my father had been alive, I wouldn’t 
have done it. He was a doctor who 
had a diverse background in medical 
research, medical writing and editing, 
both private and hospital practice, 
and pharmaceutical advertising, and 
he was always exceedingly wary 
about treatments that he considered 
unnecessarily dangerous or insufficiently 
tested. When my pediatrician wanted to 
have my adenoids taken out, he said no, 
and whenever I went to the dentist he 
wouldn’t let the guy give me Novocain.

But my father wasn’t alive when  
COVID came along, and so I got the 
da**ed Pfizer jab – twice – without 
giving it much thought at all. In 
retrospect I feel like a fool. I’ve long 
since been aware of just how much 
political propaganda we’re fed by the 
legacy media. And my dad, who worked 
closely with drug companies, taught me 
not to have any illusions about them. 
But even though I recognized the idiocy 
of the mask mandates and the six-foot 
distancing rule and other elements of 
COVID theater, it didn’t occur to me, I 
guess, that the corporate media and Big 
Pharma might team up with the Deep 
State to push life-threatening drugs on 
the whole world, and to impose severe 
punishments upon those relatively few 
brave souls who dared to turn them 
down.

Anyway, we went through the pan-
demic, and then it ended, and now it 
can seem almost as if none of it ever 
happened – the enforced long-term 
isolation, the destruction of small 
business and jobs and interruption 
of schooling, the mass violation of 
individual rights, and the mass demoni-
zation of vaccine skeptics. Anthony 
Fauci and countless others at the NIH 
and WHO and elsewhere should be 
behind bars, but I can’t remember the 
last time I even heard Fauci’s name. It’s 
as if even many of the people who were 
put through hell during the COVID 
years would prefer to try to forget about 
it and move on.

Fortunately, Naomi Wolf is not inclined 
to think that way. Wolf, a perennially 
controversial feminist whose bestselling 
first book was The Beauty Myth: How 
Images of Beauty Are Used against 
Women (1991), has long been a leading 
figure on the left, serving as an advisor 
to both Bill Clinton and Al Gore during 
their presidential campaigns in 1996 
and 2000 respectively. To be sure, she 
was always very much an independent 
spirit, ready to butt heads with sacred 
cows across the political spectrum.

And when, during the COVID-19 
pandemic, she found her view of 
lockdown measures as “totalitarian” 
unwelcome in the legacy media – which 
accused her of spreading “conspiracy 
theories” – she gave interviews on the 
subject to the likes of Tucker Carlson 
and Charlie Kirk as well as to the 
conservative TV networks Sky News 
Australia and GB News in Britain. 
She also appeared frequently on Steve 
Bannon’s WarRoom podcast – which 
helped make possible her eye-opening 
new book “The Pfizer Papers: Pfizer’s 

Crimes against Humanity”, edited by 
Wolf with Amy Kelly and published by 
WarRoom.

The Pfizer Papers is nothing less than 
a tour de force. As Bannon says in his 
foreword, it’s a searing indictment of 
Big Pharma, the legacy media, and 
the D.C. swamp, not to mention a 
definitive account of how both Pfizer 
and the Food and Drug Administration 
(FDA) perpetrated a massive fraud 
upon not just the American public but 
the entire world, and not just for a day 
or two but for a period of years. In her 
introduction, Wolf explains that lawyer 
Adam Siri sued the FDA to gain access 
to Pfizer’s internal records relating to the 
results of clinical testing of its mRNA 
injection for COVID-19 as well as to 
adverse events reported after the jab 
began to be administered to the public. 
The result was the release of 450,000 
pages of documents that the FDA had 
unsuccessfully – and inexplicably – 
asked a judge to keep secret for 75 years. 
But what to do with such a massive 
archive, especially given that it included 
so much information that could only be 
made sense of by a range of medical and 
scientific specialists?

The answer: Wolf recruited some 
3,250 professionals around the world –  
immunologists, oncologists, obste-
tricians, pharmacologists, biologists, 
chemists, and so on, not to mention 
lawyers – to study the documents and 
explain their significance. The “bought-
off media,” as she puts it, had called 
the Pfizer jab “safe and effective.” But 
where did the truth lie? The truth – the 
somber truth – was that the top brass 
at Pfizer had known by April 2021 that 
their injections “damaged the hearts” of 
young people. They knew that the jab 
had a myriad of other side effects – and 
that it was especially unsafe for pregnant 
women, young mothers, fetuses, and 
infants. Yet Pfizer withheld this and 
other vital information from the public, 
and government officials in the U.S., 
the UK, the EU, and Australia sought  
to suppress it.

Given the scale of the material collected 
in this book, It’s impossible to do it 
justice in even a lengthy review. So allow 
me to mention just a few of the findings. 
An alarming number of people who’d 
received the Pfizer jab experienced liver 
damage (50% of them within 3 days 
of getting the shot), cardiac problems 

(50% within one day), neurological 
disorders such as multiple sclerosis and 
Guillain-Barre syndrome (50% within 
one day), or kidney injuries and renal 
failure (50% within 4 days). People 
perished from anaphylaxis, autoimmune 
disorders, blood vessel inflammation, 
and vasculitis, among other complaints. 
Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome 
(SARS) appeared for the first time in the 
world since 2004.

Pathologists routinely told the 
families of people who died from 
these ailments that they were the result  
of natural causes; when the families 
asked for autopsies by other patholo-
gists, those pathologists refused even 
to look at micrographs of the de-
ceased individuals’ cells. Finally Arne 
Burkhardt, a pathologist in Germany, 
agreed to look at the slides, and shared 
them with specialists in relevant fields 
– biology, chemistry, physics, etc. 
Burkhardt and his colleagues determined 
that the Pfizer shot had played a role 
in more than 80% of the deaths. So 
widespread were these deaths during 
the pandemic that Burkhardt found it 
necessary to coin a new term – Sudden 
Adult Death Syndrome (SADS) – to 
describe a phenomenon that had, until 
then, been entirely unknown in all of 
human history.

As noted, pregnant women, new 
mothers, fetuses, and infants suffered 
disproportionately. Birth rates dropped. 
In many places, infants and children 
under twelve were given the jab seven 
months before it was approved for 
pediatric patients. During a period 
when it wasn’t approved for children 
under twelve, injections gave rise to 
such anomalies as “Bell’s palsy in a 
1-yr-old, stroke in a 7-yr-old, and renal 
failure in an infant.” Meanwhile, over 
54% of the pregnant women who were 
exposed to the vaccine had adverse 
effects; 19% of babies exposed via 
breast milk had adverse effects; and 
23% of vaccinated mothers’ fetuses or 
newborns died. “In one section of the 
documents,” we read, “over 80 percent 
of the pregnancies followed resulted in 
miscarriage or spontaneous abortion.” 
And yet, according to The Pfizer Papers 
one Pfizer document reported, beyond 
all logic, “that mRNA in breast milk  
was safe.”

The crucial point here is that not only did 
the Pfizer shot imperil fetuses, babies, 
and their mothers – Pfizer and the FDA 
knew it. For whatever reason, however, 
they made an “aggressive effort” 
to inject pregnant women anyway, 
with CDC director Rachel Walensky 
explicitly urging at a White House 
briefing that pregnant women get the 
jab. Burkhardt’s recommendation was 
diametrically opposed to Walensky’s: 
“If I were a woman in fertile age, I 
would not plan a motherhood from 
a person, from a man, who has been 
vaccinated….Stop this vaccination  
at once.”

The Pfizer shot posed a threat not just 
to babies but to minors generally – a 
cohort that, of course, faced a very small 
likelihood of getting ill as a result of 

     Crime of the Century?
Harrowing Facts About the Pfizer Jab

CRIME OF THE CENTURY 
see page 22
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by Dan Hart,  
The Washington Stand

A Biden-appointed federal 
judge has ruled that a male 

who identifies as a transgender 
woman can compete in a women’s 
college volleyball tournament, in 
a dismissal of a lawsuit by women 
on five different teams.

On Monday, U.S. District Judge 
Kato Crews, who was appointed 
by President Joe Biden in January, 
denied a motion for an emergency 
delay in a lawsuit filed by a group 
of female volleyball players in 
the NCAA Mountain West Con-
ference, which requested that San 
Jose State University’s (SJSU) 
male player Blaire Fleming, 
who identifies as a transgender  
woman, be barred from playing 
in the conference tournament, 
and that the forfeits that the teams 
took instead of playing against 
Fleming be reversed.

The controversy began in October 
when Southern Utah University 
forfeited a match against SJSU. 
Since then, four other teams also 
forfeited matches against SJSU 
out of concern over the safety 
of the players and fairness. In a 
statement from the University 
of Nevada Reno women’s team 
regarding their decision to for-
feit, they remarked, “We demand 
that our right to safety and fair  
competition on the court be  
upheld. We refuse to partici-
pate in any match that advances  
injustice against female athletes.”

Numerous instances of females 
being injured by male players 
have occurred in recent years, 
including high school volleyball 
player Payton McNabb, who 
suffered “a concussion, vision 
problems, and partial paralysis to 
the right side of her body” after 
she was struck in the head by a 

spiked ball from a male player.

Despite these concerns and the 
lawsuit’s citing of First Amend-
ment and Title IX violations, 
Crews wrote that the plaintiffs’ 
appeal for an emergency delay 
“was not reasonable” and “would 
risk confusion and upend months 
of planning and would prejudice, 
at a minimum, (San Jose State) 
and other teams participating in 
the tournament.”

As a result of the ruling, one of the 
four teams that forfeited to SJSU 
in the regular season is guaran-
teed to play against them in the 
upcoming semifinal match in the 
Mountain West tournament. SJSU 
has gained a clear advantage as a 
result of the forfeits, as it helped 
the Spartans to a #2 seed and a 
first-round bye in the tournament. 
Meanwhile, despite not play-
ing in seven forfeited matches,  
Fleming is “third in the conference 

in average kills per serve with  
3.86 and amassed 297 total kills  
on the year.”

The ruling comes as an over- 
whelming majority of Ameri-
cans say they want fairness in 
women’s sports. Polls show that 
three-quarters of U.S. voters op-
pose men who identify as women 
competing in women’s sports.

President-elect Donald Trump 
has vowed to “keep men out of 
women’s sports,” and experts say 
that when he takes office, he can 
pursue this campaign promise by 
rescinding Biden-era guidance 
on gender identity in Title IX, 
pursuing an agreement with the 
NCAA, asking for a Supreme 
Court review of related cases, and 
other measures.

Mary Szoch, a former NCAA 
Division I athlete who serves as 
director of the Center for Human  

Dignity at Family Research Coun-
cil, encouraged the incoming 
Trump administration to take  
action to protect girls’ sports.

“Men should not be able to play 
women’s sports. This is not rocket 
science — it’s basic biology,” 
she told The Washington Stand. 
“Men are generally stronger than 
women, faster than women, and 
can jump higher than women. 
Men playing women’s sports — 
especially a sport like volleyball 
— makes no sense. It’s not only 
unfair, it’s unsafe. I look forward 
to the day when the Trump 
administration reverses every 
Biden rule that embraced a woke 
ideology over the health and 
safety of human beings.”

Please see: https://washington 
stand.com/news/-judge-allows-  
male-to-compete-in-the-
mountain-west-womens-
volleyball-tournament
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The Second Amendment Corner
Liberty’s Line in the Sand 20241776

by David Codrea,  
ammoland.com

“Majorities Still Back Stricter 
Gun Laws, Assault Weap-

ons Ban,” Gallup claimed Monday 
in a synopsis of its October 1-12 
Crime poll. “Support for a ban on 
handguns in the U.S. has dropped 
to a near-record low.”

56% want more gun control. 
52% want an “assault 
weapon” ban. But only 20% 
want a handgun ban.

That last bit sounds like a bright 
spot, and we’ll get back to it. But 
before we do, we ought to look 
at who the respondents were and 
what they were being asked — 
and also examine if the questions 
were fair ones that considered 
what those polled actually knew 
as opposed to what they believed 
because it’s what they’ve been 
told by political, media, and 
activist influencers with a vested 
interest.

To begin that process, there’s 
a “View complete question 
responses and trends” link at the 
end of the article where readers 
can download a pdf of the poll.

“Results are based on telephone 
interviews … with a random 
sample of –1,023—adults, ages 
18+, living in all 50 U.S. states 
and the District of Columbia,”  
we are told. Results are based 
on a sample of 930 registered 
voters and 367 gun owners, 
with sampling error margins 
of +4% and + 6% respectively. 
They’re “weighted to match the 
national demographics of gender, 
age, race, Hispanic ethnicity, 

education, region, population 
density, and phone status (cell 
phone-only/landline only/both 
and cell phone mostly),” and 
include “interviews conducted in 
Spanish for respondents who are 
primarily  Spanish-speaking.” 
Not mentioned in the abstract 
is political party affiliation, 
although that is tabulated in the 
detailed data breakdowns.

What’s unclear is how many 
people had to be called before 
Gallup found the people willing 
to submit to its survey, and, 
importantly, how many are willing 
to truthfully admit to a stranger 
that they have a gun, especially if 
living in a state that threatens gun 
owners. Also not factored into the 
poll – and never mentioned when 
such results are used to influence 
public policy – is respondent 
knowledge and qualifications to  
provide informed answers. That  
makes using resulting data to 
“inform” legislation demonstrably 
irresponsible and dangerous.

Let’s look at the questions.

“In general, do you feel that the 
laws covering the sale of firearms 
should be made more strict, less 
strict or kept as they are now?”

What does that respondent know 
about laws that already exist at 
federal, state, and local levels? 
Has that person considered argu-
ments for and against the laws, 
including whether or not they will 
produce the results proponents 
claim, and if they’re consistent 
with the Second Amendment and 
with settled law?

“Do you think there should 
or should not be a ban on the 

manufacture, possession and sale 
of semiiautomatic guns, known as 
assault rifles?”

The flawed question presupposes 
that “semi-automatic guns” are  
“assault rifles.” Does the respon-
dent even know what either 
is? Does he or she know that 
according to the government’s 
own statistics, more people are 
killed with fists and feet than 
with all rifles, of which semi-
autos with politically disfavored 
features are but a fraction?

“Do you think there should or 
should not be a law that would 
ban the possession of handguns, 
except by the police and other 
authorized persons?”

Yes, some still buy into the “Only 
Ones” fallacy. One can only 
wonder at the 20% who answered 
in the affirmative, and if it’s 
safe to assume that no amount 
of warnings about the futility of 
prohibition at doing anything 
but incentivizing crime, and the 
greater danger of a state that has 
the power to impose this, would 
make a dent in their “thinking.”

The overwhelming majority re-
jecting the idea is encouraging, 
especially considering that ban-
ning handguns was the ultimate 
goal of the modern “gun control” 
movement. Per Nelson “Pete” 
Shields, back when Brady was 
still called Handgun Control, Inc.:

“The final problem is to make 
possession of all handguns and 
all handgun ammunition—
except for the military, police, 
licensed security guards, licensed 
sporting clubs, and licensed gun 
collectors-totally illegal.”

“A majority of Americans have 
an appetite for stricter gun laws 
in the U.S., and that includes 
an assault weapons ban — but 
not a ban on handguns,” Gallup 
concludes it its “Botton Line,” 
and even that simple summation 
is false. Nowhere in the poll is it 
indicated if all of the respondents 
are citizens, an issue exemplified 
by the last census including 
foreign nationals and affecting 
the assignment of Congressional 
districts and the political power 
shift that arises from that.

“For now, gun policy does not rank 
highly among the most important 
problems on Americans’ minds,”  
the summary concludes, disre-
garding that the topic won’t show 
up in polls where such questions 
aren’t asked, that none measure 
the intensity of gun owner 
commitment, and ignoring what 
the world has just seen in Donald 
Trump’s landslide electoral 
victory rejecting the Harris/Walz 
disarmament agenda.

Democrat prognosticators whose 
careers are based on “lies, da**ed  
lies, and statistics,” are now 
licking their wounds, making 
excuses, and doubling down on 
further alienating Americans who 
rejected their intolerant identity 
politics and undisguised lust for 
control.

While much of this latest poll can 
be seen as equivalent to one of 
YouTuber Mark Dice’s comedic 
‘Man on the Street’ interviews high-
lighting the stunning (conditioned) 
ignorance of random Americans, 
it’s nonetheless useful in showing 
gun owners where we have work 
to do.

We need to continue our efforts 
in educating our countrymen on 
why THEIR right to keep and 
bear arms is important, and why 
attempts to infringe on it via po-
litical choices, laws, and lawfare 
threatens them and their children. 
We can do this as individuals, 
by sharing information to those 
within our spheres of influence, 
and by supporting “gun rights” 
groups with outreach efforts. And 
there’s one other thing we can do:

Let politicians who we supported 
know we expect them to use 
their bully pulpits to promote 
the Second Amendment, that it’s 
not just something to campaign 
on and then put back on the 
shelf until next time. And that 
includes Donald Trump. (I have 
a Firearms News article coming 
out soon that expands on that idea 
and I’ll update this column with a 
link when it is posted.)

About David Codrea:

David Codrea is the winner of 
multiple journalist awards for in-
vestigating/defending the RKBA  
and a long-time gun owner 
rights advocate who defiantly 
challenges the folly of citizen 
disarmament. He blogs at “The 
War on Guns: Notes from the 
Resistance,” is a regularly 
featured contributor to Firearms 
News, and posts on Twitter: @
dcodrea and Facebook.

Please see: https://www.ammo 
land.com/2024/11/gallup-poll-
on-guns-reflects-manipulation-
ignorance-and-denial/

Gallup poll on Guns Reflects Manipulation, 
Ignorance and Denial

by Tom McHale, ammoland.com

For the past month or so I’ve 
been tinkering with a 10mm 

pistol, the Springfield Armory 
1911 Range Officer Elite. It’s a 
beautiful hand-gun that’s made 
special by its caliber choice of 
10mm. Roughly equivalent in 
ballistics to the lower end of .41 
Magnum, and more powerful 
than the tried and true.357, it’s an 
interesting option for a carry gun.

The 10mm shares case diameter 
with the .40 Smith & Wesson, 
so in theory, pistol capacity can 
be the same in a double-stack 
design. The 10mm is a bit longer, 
so grip size circumference has 
to be bigger than that for other 
calibers like 9mm and .40.

10 mm Ammo Boom Factor

For carry or home defense use, the 
most common loading for 10mm 
ammunition will be a 180-grain 
projectile. I tested a pile of the 
excellent Sig Sauer V-Crown 
from a Springfield Armory 1911 
Range Officer Elite and measured 
average actual velocity of 1,186.3 

feet per second. That translates to 
muzzle energy of an impressive 
562.6 foot-pounds – a good 150% 
more than most 9mm or .45 ACP 
loads.

Of course, if you want to go with 
different bullet weights, you can 
find some interesting options 
too. For example, the Doubletap  
Ammunition135-grain Controlled- 
Expansion bullet left the same 
Range Officer Elite pistol at 
near warp speed of 1,494.3 feet 
per second. That speed cranked 
up muzzle energy to 669.5  
foot-pounds.

If you’re in the more is better 
crowd, Doubletap also makes 
190-grain Equalizer load that fires 
two projectiles from each case: 
a 135-grain JHP and a 95-grain 
lead ball. Ouch.

Combo Carry and Outdoors 
Caliber

If you are worried about grizzlies, 
like Dean Weingarten is, I’d 
choose an MK-19 Automatic 
Grenade Launcher over any pistol 
caliber. However, I’ve not yet 

found a comfortable holster for 
that beast. If you plan to carry 
a pistol in town and out in the 
woods, 10mm isn’t a bad option.

For outdoor use, consider some of 
the more interesting ammo from 
Doubletap Ammunition. They 
make a 10mm round that packs a 
wallop with a 200-grain hardcast 
lead bullet; When I tested it, it 
chronographed at an average of 
1,132 feet per second. That’s 
569.84 foot-pounds of kinetic 
energy and serious penetration 
considering the hardcast bullet 
ballistics.

Recoil

Pondering the recoil factor 
subjectively, I don’t notice much  
difference between the .45 ACP  
and the 10mm when fired in 
similar pistols. Neither are 
causing temporary PTSD, but 
then again, I’m shooting both 
calibers from full-size, all steel 
pistols. For the .45 ACP, I shoot 
a Springfield Armory 1911 TRP 
which weighs in at 2.63 pounds 
empty. For 10mm, I’ve been 
testing a Springfield Armory 1911 

Range Officer Elite which tips 
the scales at 2.56 pounds empty. 
Obviously, these are weighty 
pistols so perceived recoil is 
mitigated – a lot.

If we do some quick recoil math 
and run the numbers for each 
using an “average” load and the 
weight of each pistol, the 10mm 
shows a bit more energy. The .45 
ACP TRP firing a 230-grain bullet 
at 880 feet per second generates 
5.43 foot-pounds of energy. The 
10mm Range Officer Elite firing a 
180-grain bullet at 1,181 feet per 
second delivers 6.28 foot-pounds. 
It’s more, but not a night and day 
comparison. To put those numbers 
in perspective, a lighter pistol like 
the .45 ACP Springfield Armory 
XD-S socks you with 8.15 foot-
pounds of recoil energy. So, taken 
in context, if you’re cool with a 
.45, a 10mm isn’t going to make 
you run for your safe space.

Just for kicks, I ran the recoil 
math on a couple of 9mm pistols 
too. Since the lighter weight 
polymer pistols increase the felt 
recoil number, the results are a bit 

surprising. When firing a Glock 
26 Gen 4 with 124-grain 9mm 
bullets moving at 1,151.5 feet per 
second, you’ll catch 5.43 foot-
pounds of recoil energy. Even the 
larger and heavier Glock 17 Gen 
4 will deliver 5.65 foot-pounds 
of recoil energy thanks in part to 
higher velocity generated from its 
longer barrel.

Invention: A Cartridge and 
Pistol Pairing

Back in 1979, two guys, Thomas 
Dornaus and Michael Dixon, 
wanted to make a bigger semi-
auto pistol that exceeded the 
performance of the .357 Magnum 
while offering the capacity and 
fast reload benefits of semi-
automatic pistols.

Around the same time, Colonel 
Jeff Cooper was jonesing for a new 
pistol and cartridge combination, 
which he called the .40 Special. A 
working partnership led to 

10mm Ammunition: Seven Things You Need to Know

10 MM AMMO 
see page 23
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Pistol Red Dots for Home Defense: Reliable Picks
by Scott Witner, 
 ammoland.com

For years, I have relied 
on iron sights for my 

pistols, especially the XS 
Big Dot sights. Reliable and 
battery-free, they served me 
well on my Glock 17 and 
Glock 26 as “analog red 
dots.”

However, my perspective 
on red dots changed com-
pletely after attending a 
training course with Achilles 
Heel Tactical, led by Rick 
Crawley. I quickly realized 
how much easier it was to 
stay focused on the target 
while shooting quickly and 
accurately with a red dot.

Unlike iron sights, which 
demand switching focus 
between the sights and the 
target, a red dot lets you 
stay target-focused—some-
thing invaluable in high-
stress situations, such as 
home defense.

Red dots on home defense 
pistols offer unmatched 
speed, target acquisition, 
and precision, especially at 
close-range defensive dis-
tances. In this article, we’ll 
look at why red dots are 
advantageous for home de-
fense and explore some of 
the most reliable options 
available for defensive use.

The Advantages of Red 
Dots for Home Defense 
Pistols
Switching from iron sights 
to a red dot sight on a home 
defense pistol brings sever-
al notable advantages that 
make it an ideal choice for 
defensive scenarios. Here 
are some key reasons why 
red dots have become es-
sential for many looking 
to protect their home and 
loved ones:
• Enhanced Target Focus: 
Traditional iron sights 
require you to shift focus 
from the sights to the 
target, which can be time- 
consuming and challenging 
under pressure. With a red 
dot, however, you can keep 
both eyes open and stay 

locked onto the target. This 
feature improves accuracy 
and reduces the time it takes 
to get rounds on target—
critical in fast-paced, high-
stress encounters.
• Speed and Accuracy: 
Red dots allow for faster 
target acquisition, making 
you more likely to place  
accurate shots quickly. This  
is especially valuable in 
home defense situations 
where every second counts. 
During my training at 
Achilles Heel Tactical, I 
consistently hit a C-zone 
steel target at 25 yards, 
which would have been 
more challenging with iron 
sights alone.
• Low-Light Visibility: 
Home defense scenarios  

often occur in low-light con- 
ditions, where iron sights 
may be hard to see. Some red 
dots have larger windows,  
allowing for better situ-
ational awareness down 
range. Some, like the Ho-
losun 507C, have multiple 
reticle patterns to choose 
from, whether you want a 
traditional dot or a ring ret-
icle similar to an EOTech 
holographic sight.

• Reliability and Battery 
Life:  Modern red dots have 
largely addressed early con-
cerns about battery life. The 
Holosun 507C, for example, 
has a battery-saving solar 
panel and “shake-awake” 
technology, while the C&H 
Precision Duty Optic boasts 
a 50,000-hour battery life. 
These optics offer years of 
reliable performance with 
minimal maintenance if 
properly maintained.
These advantages not only 
make red dots practical but 
also contribute to a signifi-
cant improvement in your 
defensive capabilities. With 
the right training and prac-
tice, the red dot will always 
be there when you need it, 
even in critical moments.
Recommended Red Dots 
for Home Defense Pistols
Choosing the right red dot 
for a home defense pistol 

means prioritizing reliabil-
ity, durability, and ease of 
use. Here are some of the 
top red dots that stand out 
for defensive use, each with 
features that make them 
ideal for protecting your 
home.

Trijicon RMR – Proven 
Durability and Reliability
The Trijicon RMR (Rug-
gedized Miniature Reflex) 
is widely considered the 
gold standard for pistol 
red dots. Its robust design 
and field-tested durability 
make it a top choice for law 
enforcement and civilian 
users. The RMR is engi-
neered to withstand impacts 
and recoil, making it highly 
reliable for defensive use. 
Additionally, it offers long 
battery life (up to 4 years on 
a single CR2032 battery) 
and features a crisp, clear 
dot that remains visible in 
various lighting conditions.

Photo: Trijicon

Key Features
◦ Battery Life: Up to 4 
years with Duracell or 
Sony batteries for optimal 
performance.

◦ Durability: Built to 
endure extreme conditions; 
virtually “bombproof.”
◦ Brightness Settings: 
Adjustable to suit low-light 
conditions common in 
home defense situations.

Holosun 507C – Versatile 
and Affordable

Photo: Holosun 507c Solar 
Panel 

While newer to the mar-
ket, the Holosun 507C has 
quickly become a favorite 
among firearm enthusiasts 
due to its affordability and 
impressive feature set. This 
optic includes a solar panel 
for extended battery life, 
shake-awake technology 
that activates the reticle on 
movement, and multiple 
reticle options to suit your 
preference. It’s a practical 
option that doesn’t compro-
mise on reliability, making 
it an excellent choice for 
home defense setups.

Pistols and Red Dots for Home Defense | Reliable Picks

RED DOT 
see page 22
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(719) 783-9221

Large Commercial LotLarge Commercial Lot
90ft X 443ft90ft X 443ft

Price includes 2 paid Price includes 2 paid 
water & sewer tapswater & sewer taps

Start your own business or Start your own business or 
expand your existing business!expand your existing business!

Broker Owned and Offered by:
Bob Senderhauf Owner/Broker

880 Main St
Westcliffe, CO

Offered at $182,000

Custer County Realty, Inc.
902 Main St. - Westcliffe, CO 

(719) 783-9221

Offered at $564,900Offered at $564,900
344 CR 327344 CR 327

Westcliffe, COWestcliffe, CO

2 Bedroom, 2 Bath, 2582 Sq. Ft.2 Bedroom, 2 Bath, 2582 Sq. Ft.
In the trees; Magnifi cent viewsIn the trees; Magnifi cent views

Offered by:Offered by:
Bob Senderhauf Owner/BrokerBob Senderhauf Owner/Broker



Key Features:
◦ Solar Backup: Ensures 
extended battery life with a 
built-in solar panel.
◦Shake-Awake Technology: 
Activates instantly when 
the pistol is drawn.
◦ Reticle Options: Choose 
from a 2 MOA dot, 32 
MOA circle, or both 
combined for enhanced 
versatility.

Trijicon SRO – Expansive 
Field of View
The Trijicon SRO (Special-
ized Reflex Optic) offers a 
larger window than most red 
dots, making target acquisi-
tion easier and faster—ide-
al for high-stress situations. 
Although it’s not specifical-
ly a “duty-grade” optic like 
the RMR, it is built with 
quality components and is 
highly functional for home 
defense. Its top-loading bat-
tery compartment allows 
for quick battery changes 
without removing the optic 
from the pistol.

Photo: Trijicon

Key Features:
◦ Field of View: Larger 
sight window for enhanced 
situational awareness.
◦ Battery Compartment: 
Top-loading for easy access 
and replacement.
◦ Precision Adjustments: 
Easy windage and 
elevation adjustments for 
quick zeroing.
Aimpoint Acro P-2 – 
Durable Closed Emitter 
Option

The Aimpoint Acro P-2 of-
fers the benefit of a closed 
emitter, which protects the 
optic’s internals from dust, 
debris and moisture. This 
design feature, along with 
its rugged construction, 
makes it highly reliable for 
home defense. The Acro P-2 
also provides an impressive 
battery life of up to 50,000 
hours, making it ideal for 

long-term use without fre-
quent battery changes.

Photo: Aimpoint USA
Key Features:
◦ Closed Emitter Design: 
Protects from debris and 
moisture for added  
reliability.
◦ Long Battery Life: Up to 
5 years of continuous use 
on a single battery.
◦ Durability: Built to with-
stand rough handling and 
recoil.

Steiner MPS – Rugged 
and Compact
The Steiner MPS (Micro 
Pistol Sight) is another 
closed emitter optic that has 
gained popularity for its rug-
gedness. Designed to endure 
harsh conditions, the MPS is 
compact enough for use on 
a carry pistol while still pro-
viding the reliability needed 
for home defense. Although 
it’s slightly bulkier than 
open emitters, it remains 
manageable with the right 
holster and belt setup.

Photo: Steiner Optics
Key Features:
◦ Compact Size: Fits well 
on both full-size and 
compact pistols.
◦ Closed Emitter 
Durability: Adds protection 
from the elements.
◦ Battery Life: Reliable 
performance with a long-
lasting battery and easy 
adjustments.
These red dots offer a mix 
of durability, battery effi-
ciency, and performance, 
making them all excellent 
options for those serious 
about optimizing their home 
defense pistol. Each has 
been vetted in the field and 
proven to provide depend-
able performance, help- 
ing ensure you’re prepared 
for any potential defensive 
situation.

Red Dots are the Way
Red dots have transformed 
the way we approach home 
defense pistols. Moving 
from iron sights to red dots 
enhances target focus and 
brings speed, precision, and 
reliability to a new level.
While iron sights will al-
ways have their place, 
red dots offer undeniable 
advantages in situations 
where every second counts. 
A quality red dot lets you 
focus fully on the target and 
ensures rapid, accurate shot 
placement, which can be in-
valuable in a home defense 
scenario.
Selecting a reliable optic, 
such as the Trijicon RMR or 
Aimpoint Acro, guarantees 
durability and performance 
when it matters most. Mod-
els like the Holosun 507C 
and Trijicon SRO provide 
additional features like so-
lar power, shake-awake 
technology, and large view-
ing windows for enhanced 
versatility. No matter which 
red dot you choose, remem-
ber that consistent practice 
and proper training are cru-
cial to fully harnessing the 
benefits these optics bring.
If you’re considering a red 
dot for your home defense 
pistol, it’s a worthwhile in-
vestment.
Pair it with professional 
training to improve your 
defensive skills, and you’ll 
be well-prepared to confi-
dently handle any situation.
Scott Witner is a former 
Marine Corps Infantryman 
with 2ndBn/8th Marines. 
He completed training in 
desert warfare at the Ma-
rine Air Ground Combat 
Center, Mountain Warfare 
and survival at the Moun-
tain Warfare Training 
Center, the South Korean 
Mountain Warfare School 
in Pohang, and the Jungle 
Warfare school in the jun-
gles of Okinawa, Japan. 
He now enjoys recreation-
al shooting, trail running, 
hiking, functional fitness, 
and working on his truck. 
Scott resides in Northeast-
ern Ohio.

Please see: https://www.
ammoland.com/2024/11/
pistol-red-dots-for-home-
defense-reliable-picks/
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COVID infection. Nonetheless, there was 
a “$1 billion campaign to scare and cajole 
parents into having their children injected 
to keep them safe.” Schools around the 
world forced kids to get the jab. And 
because so many children and teenagers 
were unnecessarily injected, there were 
innumerable deaths that could easily have 
been avoided. Sample cases: a 15-year-old 
girl died of cardiac arrest; four days after 
receiving a second dose of the Pfizer jab, 
a 15-year-old boy “developed multifocal 
hemorrhagic lesions in his brain,” 
rendering him “permanently disabled”; a 
13-year-old girl died three weeks after her 
third Pfizer jab. The Pfizer Papers makes 
clear that among children between 5 and 
11, even a jab far safer than Pfizer’s would 
have “posed as much risk or more risk than 
the disease itself.”

Ute Krüger, a Swedish pathologist, ob-
served spikes in breast cancer, but her 
findings were even worse than that: the 
tumors were larger and more numerous 
than usual, grew “more aggressively and 
faster,” and occurred more frequently 
among younger patients than is usually the 
case. She also encountered a number of 
breast cancer recurrences among patients 
who had been considered cured. Yet 
when Krüger presented her findings at a 
pathology conference in 2021, few of the 
attendees were interested in helping her 
look further into the disturbing facts.  

Why? Most likely, because her colleagues 
knew that Pfizer, like other major 
pharmaceutical companies, was in bed 
with its purported regulators at the FDA, 
and that the medical establishment was 
on board with all of it; hence most of the 
doctors who might be inclined to question 
the establishment’s messaging about the 
virus and the so-called vaccines didn’t dare 
do so for fear of career backlash and outright 
demonization. Witness the fury directed at 
the distinguished Stanford physician Jay 
Bhattacharya and his fellow signers of 
the Great Barrington Declaration, which 
courageously criticized Fauci’s severe 
lockdown measures and spoke up for the 
efficacy of “herd immunity.”

In any event, one thing is clear now: 
“Pfizer knew by November 2020 that its 
mRNA Covid vaccine was neither safe 
nor effective.” In early 2021, Pfizer found 
“significant harms and deaths” among those 
who got the jab. But instead of protecting 
the public from it, Pfizer played with the 
statistics: “investigators used very small 
numbers to determine that efficacy was 
high. Then they ignored the same small 
numbers to determine safety, which 
included dismissal of adverse effects that 
occurred within a short time after doses. 
The methods that were good enough for 
efficacy were suddenly not good enough for 
safety.” In short, “investigators used a test 
for efficacy that they knew was not valid.”

The FDA was aware to at least some 
extent of the jab’s adverse effects. But the 
researchers for The Pfizer Papers found no 

evidence that the FDA did anything about 
them. It certainly didn’t tell the public. 
Pfizer, for its part, appears to have hidden 
97% of the jab’s negative outcomes, 
categorizing some deaths as “non-serious” 
and radically downplaying the mortality 
figures for fetuses and infants. Pfizer’s 
habitual delays in reporting on injection-
related deaths, meanwhile, led the FDA to 
overstate the jab’s safety. In short, the FDA 
approval of the Pfizer shot was awarded 
partly in spite of things the FDA knew 
about its dangers and partly because it had 
been given “inaccurate data” by Pfizer.

Which leaves one question: why did Pfizer 
and the FDA deceive the public? The Pfizer 
Papers deliberately confines itself to the 
known scientific facts, and consequently 
doesn’t speculate about motives. But in 
a recent podcast interview, Wolf shared 
some of her thoughts on the subject. To her, 
the Pfizer injection was part of a deliberate 
assault on world health, and especially on 
the ability of women to reproduce. In short, 
the jab’s failings don’t seem to have been 
caused by a pharmaceutical establishment 
that speeded up formulation, testing, and 
production because it was desperate to save 
lives; it seems, rather, that Pfizer was out to 
do damage – to do damage, in particular, to 
the reproductive system, and to babies. As 
my friend Peter “Fjordman” Jensen” put 
it on Facebook, reading this book is like 
perusing Dr. Mengele’s diaries.

But why would Pfizer want to do damage? 
Wolf’s personal hypothesis is that Pfizer, 
and perhaps the other producers of  
mRNA injections for COVID (her book 
about Moderna is coming out in April), 
was engaged with the Chinese Communist 
Party – and, presumably, with key figures 
in the Western Deep State and legacy media 
– in a deliberate scheme to depopulate the 
planet while eroding Western freedoms 
with an eye to nurturing a Marxist ortho- 
doxy with a “compliant, fearful workforce.” 
(Wolf notes that China and Australia both 
established concentration camps for those 
who refused to get the jab – and that  
New York governor Kathy Hochul was 
eager to do so as well, but was blocked  
by opponents.)

Is Wolf right about Pfizer’s and the 
FDA’s motives? The whole business is 
profoundly sobering – indeed, terrifying 
– to contemplate. And it’s perfectly 
consistent with the objectives of the World 
Economic Forum and its toadies around 
the globe, who give every indication of 
longing for the good old days of serfdom. 
Until the last few years, when the Deep 
State in Washington, D.C., went to colossal 
extremes in its efforts to destroy Donald 
Trump, cripple his administration, and steal 
the 2020 election, a nefarious plot on such 
a scale would have seemed like a paranoid 
fantasy. In 2024, however, it’s not really all 
that hard to believe that the powers that be 
at Pfizer and the FDA, far from being our 
friends and saviors, are, not to put too fine 
a point on it, utterly inhuman merchants of 
sheer, unvarnished evil.

Please see: https://www.frontpagemag.
com/crime-of-the-century/

CRIME OF THE CENTURY 
from page 18

RED DOT  
from page 21

Your Local Plumbing & 
Heating Service Company

Jeff Ray 
Owner-Master Plumber

719-783-0379
pinonplumbing@gmail.com

Residential & Commercial 
Service and Installs, 

Furnaces, Boilers, Propane 
Heaters, Tanked & Tankless 
Water Heaters, Main Water 
& Sewer Line Replacements, 

Water & Gas Lines, 
Remodels & New Construction

  Providing 29 years of 
  Experience, Knowledge, 

Reliability & Honesty

LICENSED & INSURED

Auto Insurance    Home Insurance    Life Insurance
Business Insurance    Health Insurance

1004 S. 9th Street 
Cañon City, CO 81212-4918

719-275-1548

www.canoncityinsurance.com
Office Hours: M - F  9:00 am to 5:00 pm
Saturdays & evenings by appointment

Dennis Podzemny  
Insurance Agency

----A GUN JOKE----
An octopus slinks into a dark room with a gun in each arm.

He hears a soft chuckle coming from the corner.  
“You’re one short, my friend,” says the cat as he steps into view.



Cooper providing insight and 
design ideas and Dornaus and 
Dixon handling engineering and 
manufacturing. The prototype 
pistol from this effort, based on a 
beefed up and redesigned CZ-75 
was called the Combat Service 
Pistol (CSP) 80. One thing led 
to another, and before long the 
new pistol was deemed the Bren 
Ten and the cartridge the 10mm 
Auto. The pair manufactured the 
pistols from 1983 to 1986, but 
rush-to-market quality issues 
doomed the effort.

FBI

After the infamous 1986 Miami 
Shootout, the FBI embarked on 
a search for a more powerful 
handgun alternative that would 
penetrate more consistently to 
incapacitation depth.

After lots of bickering and 
testing, the agency standardized 
on the 10mm in 1989. Sort of. 
The final ammo product was 
issued to Special Agents carrying 
the Smith & Wesson 1076 pistol. 
The 10mm Fed affair didn’t last 
long as the recoil was a bit stiff 
and the pistol size too large 
to meet the agency objective 
of standardizing on a single 
handgun for everyone. Oh, and 
the 10mm ammo was more like 
a 10mm minus. The FBI wanted 

the cartridges downloaded to fire 
a 180-grain bullet at 950 feet per 
second instead of the full 10mm 
velocity spec.

Before too long, someone noticed 
that a downloaded 10mm case had 
extra interior space for rent and 
the shorter .40 S&W was born. 

The rest is history. We should 
note that the movement to .40 
S&W wasn’t entirely because 
of recoil. The longer 10mm 
case requires a larger pistol, and 
those with smaller hands had 
trouble reaching the trigger with 
proper leverage to fire in double  
action mode.

Reloading

Reloading for the 10mm is easy. 
Reloading for the 10mm is a 
royal pain in the @ss. It’s easy 
because both cases and bullets 
are large and easy to handle. 
There are plenty of projectile 
options in .40 caliber, so it’s easy 
to find components. Reloading is 
a royal pain because the brass is 
so similar to .40 S&W. Actually, 
it’s virtually identical except for 
the length. Try sorting through a 
pile of mixed range pickups and 
see how much fun it is to find the 
10mm cases.

Size

The 10mm shares bullet and 
case diameter with the .40 S&W. 
Both use a .400-inch diameter 
projectile. The case is also nearly 
identical with the exception of 
length. The 10mm parent case is 
a .30 Remington while the .40 
S&W parent case is a… 10mm. 
No big surprise there. Both have 
diameters that start at .425 inches 
at the base and narrow to .423 
inches at the case mouth. The 
big difference is that the 10mm 
case is .992 inches long while the 

.40 S&W empty case measures 

.850 inches. When loaded with a 
projectile, those figures translate 
to maximum overall cartridge 
lengths of 1.250 inches for 10mm 
and 1.135 inches for .40 S&W. 
It doesn’t sound like much, but 
when you’re trying to design 
a pistol grip [that] fits all hand 
sizes, that extra distance required 
makes things tricky.

Is it Better Than…?

Guess what? Whether it’s 
better than 9mm, .40 S&W, 45 
ACP, .357 Sig, or .38 Super is 
irrelevant. It would be a boring 
world, indeed if we were all 
limited to the one “best” choice. 
How utterly miserable life would 
be if we only had one type of 
pickup truck, lawn tractor, 80s 
band, or Chia Pet character? Do 
you like it? Does it do the job you 
want it to? If so, go for it.

(Editor/GG: Not a big Glock fan, 
but the easiest way to get into 
the wonderful world of 10mm 
is probably the Glock 20. Ammo 
wise, Underwood and Buffalo 
Bore make some screaming 
rounds. Make sure to try some 
hardcast loads, when they hit 
a steel target it is all business. 
Custer County Supply in 
Westcliffe can hook you up with 
all you need.)

Please see: https://www.
ammoland.com/2024/ 
11/10mm-ammunition-7-things-
you-need-to-know/
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10 MM AMMO 
from page 20

A family of Sig Sauer V-Crowns, left to right: 9mm 124-grain, .40 
S&W 180-grain, 10mm 180-grain, .45 ACP 230-grain.

Left to right: Sig Sauer 180-grain FMJ, Sig Sauer 180-grain 
V-Crown, and Doubletap 200-grain hardcast.

s  Excavation       s   Septic Systems      
s   Road Construction & Maintenance     

s   Erosion Control       s   Culvert Installation     
s   Delivery of Rock, Roadbase & Top Soil

Seifert EnSeifert Enterprisesterprises

198 Range View Loop, Westcliffe, CO 81252198 Range View Loop, Westcliffe, CO 81252
719.783.2757 719.783.2757     
seifertenterprises-co.comseifertenterprises-co.com
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719-216-9545

• Metal Roofing
• Siding
• Windows
• Decks
• Buildings

OVER 20 YEARS OF QUALITY AMISH WORKMANSHIPOVER 20 YEARS OF QUALITY AMISH WORKMANSHIP

CONSTRUCTIONCONSTRUCTION

Finney Drilling 
& excavating inc.

“We take the time to do the job right”
Larry & Cathy Finney, Owners • Fourth Generation Driller

Water Wells • Septic Systems • Foundation Excavating
Well & Septic Permit Applications • Free On-Site Planning & Estimates
Friendly Service • Licensed #1358 • Bonded • Insured • Competitive Pricing

719-275-9525 • larryfinneydrilling@gmail.com • Cañon City

• Same Day 
        Porcelain Crowns 
        Bridges, Inlays, 
        Onlays, Veneers

• Dentures, Partials

• Root Canals

• In-Chair Bleaching Available

• Laser Soft Tissue Treatment

• Digital X-Rays & 3D X-Rays

Jared M. Smith, DMD
Advanced Dental Technology

618 Main Street, Cañon City, CO
719-275-0661   jaredsmithdmd.com

Creating  Creating  
Beautiful Smiles  Beautiful Smiles  

in Coloradoin Colorado

Local,
Local,

Trustworthy,

Trustworthy,

Dependable.
Dependable.

Shawn Gaide
719-429-1676      coforearth@gmail.com

GravelGravel
landscape rock  landscape rock  

topsoiltopsoil
 sand sand

 road base road base
 material hauling material hauling

ExcavationExcavation
septic installationseptic installation
 erosion control  erosion control 

driveway installationdriveway installation
 foundations  foundations 

site prepsite prep
 stump grinding   stump grinding  

mulchingmulching

Insured,
Insured,with 20+ Years

with 20+ YearsExperience
Experience

719-285-5503


