2 -

f Con segga trve Co_iora do

g T

—
"'"—-

b Ei = e —- - =

‘. — - -
2 — 8§

o ———

= - - Al . o

Vol.12, Issue 27

“Let us cast off the works of darkness and put on the armor of light.”

Romans 13:12

Friday, December 27 2024 |

Happy New Year!

“..and having done all ... stand firm.”Eph. 6:13

Toxic masculinity is
a major problem

43% of boys are |48
raised by single

mothers and /
78% of teachers [
are female

actually a lack
e | of masculinity |

' that's the
problem

The best thing about
Trump’s Tariff proposal?

It forces people on the left to
admit taxes on Businesses are
passed on to consumers.

_ _ The corner
where liberals
‘ - live.

MY NEW FAVORITE INSULT

YOU SOUND"WACCINATED

Ok, we fixed it so itiwon’t scare anyone.

And don’t ‘assume’ its ide.ntify.'
It’s NOT an AR-15. It identifies as a
wireless, handheld peacekeeping device.

Things I trust more than the
government #10342:
Dollar Tree Lobster

YOU CANROT TAX PEOPLE
INTD POVERTY TD
CHANGE THE WEATHER

Which holiday is more real?

Kwanzaa 6.8%
Juneteenth 4.8%
Occasionally an - Toyotathon 88.4%

assassination will change
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Now when Jesus was
born in Bethlehem of
Judaea in the days of
Herod the Ring, behold,
there came wise men
from the east to
Jerusalem
Matthew 2:1 ESV
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Colorado! introduced annually in Colorado cut Denver services to fund place for 200 immigrants. Denver

e believe that freedom

is a gift from God and
not granted to us by politicians
or governments. Freedom
demands responsible behavior
of all citizens and must be
consistent with the truths
expressed in the great moral
and governing guides as The
Ten Commandments, The
Declaration of Independence,
The U.S. Constitution and The
Bill of Rights.

These were the principles that
guided our founding fathers
and which we believe are still
relevant. These are the principles
that will guide our reporting and
be the basis of all our views.

We will not be constrained by
the illogical, misleading and
inaccurate thinking and use of
“political correctness” but by
truth, facts, logic and common
sense.
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A ccording to an Axios poll
in January 2024, the most

important issues to Colorado
voters this year were the following:
homelessness, housing costs, immi-
gration, cost of living, taxes, crime,
and the economy. This article
will address the best and worst of
Colorado policies on these issues.
In prior years, I have focused this
annual review on elected people
responsible for the implementation
of these policies, but this year [ will
focus on the actual policies which
fail and succeed. My reasoning is
threefold. First, Marxist ideology
is running rampant in the Colorado
capitol and Denver. The Democrat
Super Majority in the Colorado
General Assembly allows bills to
pass with party line votes which are
grounded in ideology and lacking
any evidence demonstrating effi-
cacy, cost-effectiveness, or long-
term benefit to the public. Second,
Colorado is spending $40 billion
a year without accountability.
Colorado’s legislators are spending
billions of dollars annually within
a quasi-democratic government
that does not obtain consent of tax-
payers, and that no longer
subjects itself to open meeting
laws as of 2024. Under the Polis
Administration, new taxes have
been added annually and are
disingenuously called “fees” to
circumvent TABOR. Third, a
statewide redistribution of wealth
agenda is now out in the open in the

are not constituent-driven, but
instead are special-interest-driven
and focused on funding grants and
giving tax breaks to very small
groups and “green” agendas while
making Colorado unaffordable for
most people.

The Worst Immigration
Response Plan

Denver officials demonstrated the
outcomes of a “sanctuary city”
which welcomes immigrants with
a “humanitarian” promise of food,
shelter, and transportation which
could not be sustained by taxpayers.
In 2023, 36,000 migrants were
“welcomed” to Denver at a cost
of $36 million, or $1M for every
1000 immigrants. Denver’s 36,000
immigrants represented 5% of the
Denver population of 700,000
residents, and the distinction of
more immigrants per capita than
any other major U.S. city. What
were the outcomes of this program?
Gas stations and other businesses
were surrounded by camps, saw
a 50% reduction in business and
experienced problems with trash
and loitering. In January 2024,
Denver Mayor Mike Johnston
announced his plan to tear down
the problematic camps, lease hotels
as shelters, and construct tiny
homes or “micro-communities” for
migrants, at a cost of $45 million
for 1000 migrants, or $45,000 per
migrant (while the state spends

Contractor License
#ICNON153778

9) cl Cbuntry
STRUCTION

719.458

: *‘New Homes

Westcliffe, Colorado

.4184

CEATINED
FASAIVE HOUSE
TRADESFERSON

S-Z.PFU‘J RSON

Additions
Polebarns
Garages

Tune in

The First Tuesday of the Month
4-6 p.m. Christian Music on KLLZR 91.7 FM
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Crossword Puzzle
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OUTDOORS =
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$15 million per month to house
migrants and projected spending
$180 million in 2024 for migrants.
Johnston announced that Denver
residents should embrace a “shared
sacrifice” for migrants, even
though migrants do not pay taxes
and cannot get work authorizations.
Johnston cut $5 million in Parks
and Rec programs for youth and
cut DMV services for taxpaying
citizens. Denver’s “newcomer
budget” for migrants also cut the
fire department by $2.5 million,
cut the police department by $8.5
million, and cut the sheriff’s office
by $3.8 million.

Denver area businesses, schools,
and non-profits also paid the price
for what some have described
as  “liberal lunacy.” Denver
Health reported $135 million in
uncompensated care for migrants
in 2023, which is paid by Denver
and Colorado taxpayers. UC
Health reported $580 million in
uncompensated care to migrants
and the uninsured in 2023, mostly
from the hospital in Aurora, near
Denver. Aurora non-profits served
325 migrant families a day at food
pantries funded by non-profits for
unknown food costs. Denver Public
Schools reported an influx of 200-
250 migrant students a month, and
a shortfall of $14 million in the
beginning of 2024. By March of
2024, a Denver Friends Church
closed its makeshift shelter because

Lattes & Smoothies

Breakfast Burritos
meat or veggie

Biscuits & Gravy
made from scratch daily

“"Brealdast Sandwiches
made to order

Corner

CLC

police had responded to 955 calls
to violence at migrant shelters.
By April of 2024, the Denver
Mayor’s office directed migrants
to leave Denver for New York or
Chicago, finally with an admission
of “suffering” of migrants in the
sanctuary city program which was
initially justified as “humanitarian.”
This entire sanctuary city program
was unsustainable from the start,
costing $120 million for shelters,
and contributed to the exodus
of residents and businesses out
of Denver. The “micro com-
munities” and shelters were shut
down out of necessity because of
cost and crime.

The Best Immigration Response
Plan

The surge of migrants crossing the
U.S. southern border in 2022 did
not initially travel to Denver. They
were enticed by the “pull factor”
of the Denver mayor and Denver
city council which promised free
shelter and onward transportation
in a sanctuary city.

The elected representatives of
Douglas County made a very public
resolution to mitigate a “pull factor”
for migrants in the area. They passed
an ordinance which prohibited
commercial buses from dropping

BEST & WORST
see page 17

of 3rd & Main
in Westcliffe
F19-735-0323
Open Every Day
Stage Stop will be
D for vvinter
Break

from

%

~SilverCliffCharmer

Custer County, CO | $685,999 | 0.57 Acres

Twila Geroux

Westcliffe Office / Broker Associate
Licensed in Colorado

719.371.4344
Twila@HaydenOutdoors.com
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page 9
page 8
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One benefit of old age is that your secrets are always safe
with your friends ... because they can't remember them!
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Taylor Bradford Ty Stoltzfus Mason Simmons
Defensive Player of the Year Trench Award/Lineman of the Year Most Improved Player of the Year

1 | kel

Eli Flynn Austin Scholl Wyatt Grundy
All Conference Honorable Mention 2024 Bobcat of the Year, Special Teams Player of the Year,

Award to the player with dedication to himself, All Conference Honorable Mention, 2024 MVP
his team, his school, and his community

Pictured with each player left: Head Coach Clayton Stallones & right: Assistant Coach Mark Grundy; not pictured: Agi Thomas: 1st Team All
Conference, Wide Receiver and Manager Alexis Grundy

Sentinel photos by Lea Grundy

MORTGAGES MADE SIMPLE

Whether you're seeking a primary residence, vacation getaway, or
investment opportunity, our lending team delivers personalized solutions.

EQUAL HOUSING
LENDER

Member
E KIRKPATRICK BANK FD'EC KIRKPATRICKBANK.COM
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Local Mountain News & Notices

Colorado Democrats
Targeted County
Commissions in November,
They Ended Up Losing Ground

by Sherrie Peif,
Complete Colorado Page Two

DENVER — The more high profile out-
comes of the November election includes
Republicans flipping enough seats in the
Colorado House of Representatives to
cancel ruling Democrats’ supermajority.
There was also Congressional District 8,
where GOP candidates flipped both the
U.S. House and state board of education
seats to the red column. Perhaps equally
significant, though lesser known, is the
Democrats’ targeted effort to flip county
commissioner seats around the state,
where after all the votes were counted,
they actually ended up losing ground.

When the state party’s “Colorado County
Comeback” effort was launched early in
the 2024 campaign season, Democrats
said the project would “prioritize targeted
investments into counties and candidates,
comprehensive campaign planning, rigor-
ous training, and robust staff support
for dynamic campaigns led by both

incumbents and challengers.”

“It’s time to end the supermajority of
far-right Republican commissioners in
Colorado,” the state party’s website
reads, noting that only 34 percent of
county commissioners in Colorado are
Democrats. “The next frontier of Colorado
Politics is local. By focusing on local
races, we’ll cultivate grassroots success
that can translate into significant victories
at the congressional and statewide levels.”

In July the party divvied up a total of
$30,000 to local Democrats in Alamosa,
Chaffee, Douglas, El Paso, Garfield,
Grand, Huerfano, Mesa, Ouray, Park,
Pueblo, and Routt Counties.

It is unclear how many more grants and
for how much were awarded, but what
was clear is it didn’t work.

DEMS TARGET COMMISSIONERS
see page 8

P Yeariss e Diy f '

DECEMBER 31, 2024
Pizza Party - $20.25 Sit down dinner - $40

Limited seating for sit down dinner with tickets paid for up front
and non-refundable. Gratuity not included.

Your local source for
Prescriptions and
Over-the-counter

Medications & Supplies

palacedrugco.com

e 22
DRUG STORE

Get your prescriptions filled while you wait!

Offering the same great service in
Custer County that has won us
“Best Pharmacy in Fremont County”
for the past 18 years!

OreN MonDAaY-FRIDAY
9AM=-5:30PM
CLOSED SAT. & SUN.

719-371-9402

94 E. Main St., Silver Cliff

Obituary
Lanny Walker

anny David (LD) Walker died peace-
fully in the hospital in Colorado
Springs, CO, on December 13, 2024. He
was a long-time resident of Westcliffe, CO.

LD was born in Houston, TX, to Lanham
and Lorretta (Valentine) Walker on
November 15, 1939. He was the second of
three children and the only boy. He loved
playing by the bayou as a boy and had
wonderful stories about living there.

He was preceded in death by his beloved
wife of 54 years, Anne Walker and is
survived by his children, Elizabeth
(Robert) Scully of Salida, CO, Charles
Greenhow of Azle, Texas, and Wayne
(Jacque) Walker of Austin, TX; his sister,
Jane (Jim) Kincaid; and his cousin,
Georgia. He leaves behind several
grandchildren and great-grandchildren
whom he loved with all his heart and was
very proud of.

Besides his family, he loved motorcycles
and flying airplanes. He was a Veteran,
having served in the Army. He worked for
the railroad all his life. He was a volunteer
firefighter for over 12 years. He also served

as a Deputy Sheriff for Parker County in
Texas for 20 years. He was a man of many
talents.

The place he loved the best was Colorado.
He loved looking at the mountains,
especially when there was snow on them.
Sunsets were his favorite time. He always
shared pictures of them with his family.

FIRST EVER
Bobcat Lady Wrestling

Congratulations to the Bobcat girls, who along with Weld Central girls won last
weekend’s tournament at the Kieth Kilker Invite!!! (Weld Central is also a first year
program. Since they wrestled duals, there weren’t individual placers).

Photo by Shannon Palmer

Full Service Grocery Store

Ice

Blue Rhino Propane
Firewood
Hunting / Fishing License

Open 7:00 a.m. * 8:00 p.m.
TDays a Week

Visit us online at LOWESMARKET.COM
or on Facebook at
FACEBOOK.com/LowesSupermarkets

90 Main Street
719/783:0550
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Please send your submissions to us at sdc.sentinel@gmail.com, mail them or bring them
in to the office at 601 Main St., Westcliffe CO 81252. Rules: We will print, at our discre-
tion, the thoughts and ideas of our fellow citizen-patriots. Please limit your offerings to 500
words or less. No profanity or vulgarity, no personal attacks, and please sign your name and
give us the general location of your residence. Also please provide your phone number or
email - for confirmation only. The opinions expressed here are solely those of the author;
they do not necessarily reflect the opinions held or endorsed by the Sentinel.

Stay Vigilent

Editor,

Now that we have a new
administration and
group of legislators moving
into Washington, it’s time
for conservatives and liber-
tarians to hope for change.
With the current national
debt at +$36 trillion and
the noise about the new
Department of Governent
Efficiency (DOGE), the
question arises: “Are they
really serious about making
hard choices?”.

If one is worried about
the size of the federal
government today, consider
this: The Departments of
Education, Commerce, and
Energy collectively employ
about 140,000 employees or
contractors with a combined
budget of about $150
billion. Yet, they don’t
educate our youth, conduct
commerce, or  produce
energy. Rather, these depart-
ments (and all the others)
employ bureaucrats compen-
sated to make rules to
instruct us “little people” on
how to do better (or become
more compliant). We keep
all these rules in the Federal
Register which now has
over 185,000 pages im-
pacting every facet of our
lives (and businesses.)

Perhaps we have finally
reached a tipping point and
the DOGE group (Elon
Must, Vivek Ramaswamy,
etc.) can accomplish some-
thing positive.

And, with so much free
grant money available from
government agencies tax-
ing us, it seems gratifying
on the local scene to pay
only half of a $100K
woodchipper, or hire a “free”
part-time employee, etc.
For me, it seems a better
idea would be to spend it
on road maintenance and to
quit scamming your hard-
working and overly taxed
constituents on finding
more “free” money. Are
we taxed so much that one
branch of our government
can give away our tax
money to another branch
of government? Obviously,
the answer is YES.

In my old age, I have
learned that it’s incredibly
easy to spend other people’s
money. In part, I’ve learned
this from my amazing (and
thrifty) grown children
who appreciate me when I
pick up the check, donate
money to their causes, buy
great stuff at Christmas,
etc. But this is my choice
just as it was my parent’s

S ]
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C¥

68

71

ACROSS

1 American Cancer Society
4 Rebound

9 Kitten's cry

12 Res. OfficersTraining Corps.
14 Greek word for love
15 Hook part

16 Native ruler

17 Christ's disciple

18 Against

19 Opera solo

21 Fickle

23 Replace a striker

26 Sailor’s yes

27 Bethlehem visitors
31 Sleeps

36 Jinx

37 Canal

38 Brand of cold remedy
39 Waterless

41 Suggest

43 Presentation

44 Courteous

46 Sandwich fish

48 Inclined

49 Swelling

50 Seasonal wish (with 8D)

52 Manta

54 Resound

55 Squash

59 Young Women'’s Christian
Assoc.

62 Drink quickly

63 Urgent requests

66 Women’s magazine

68 Survived the Great Flood

69 Howdy

70 Strong cord

71 Turf

72 Improvise a speech

73 Man’s best friend

DOWN

1 Exist

2 Unconsciousness

choice to help me. On
the other hand, our elected
officials and their bureau-
crats produce a budget every
year and never question
where “their” budget money
comes from. They do not
produce the wealth they
spend, nor do they even
acknowledge where it comes
from. Personally, I'm tired
of  political-speak about
“investing” in infrastructure,
green energy, EV mandates,
woodchippers, etc. It’s not
an investment— it is an
expense paid from our
hard work and income
being taxed. And, an expense
rarely produces a positive
ROL

As new politicians get
inaugurated  locally or
nationally, please join me
in questioning everything
our political caste is
doing across all levels of
government in 2025. And,
be vigilant in reminding
them that we are not your
“subjects”; rather, we are
watching you closely, and
we want change.

Finally, may God continue
to bless America and the
Wet Mountain Valley!

Rick Meckstroth
Rural Custer County

CROSSWORD PUZZILE

3 Mix

4 Head cover

5 Stage of life

6 Assess

7 Musical productions
8 See 50A

9 Bethlehem visitors
10 Little Mermaid's love
11 West by north

13 Brisk
15“Blindasa__"

20 Throb

22 Air (prefix)

24 Eagle’s nest

25 Lip

27 Carve

28 Bethlehem bad guy
29 Expatriate

30 Deepness

32 Discontinue

33 Cook vegetables

34 Florida City

35 Scottish people

38 Doubter

40 Darken

42 Draw

45 Biblical weed

47 Pallid

50 Biked

51 __of Babel

53 lamthe __and the Omega
55 Scat!

56 Courtyard

57 Good grief!

58 Place for the wicked
60 Lump

61 Dog food brand

62 Central nervous system
64 Boxer Muhammad
65 Weep

67 Electroencephalograph
Puzzle Key on page 7

" Senior Discounts up to 20%

Email:
Sleuth1 @sleuth1.com

Main St. in Westcliffe next to the
laundromat & Anne’s Grooming

- Laptops Refurbished,
 Monitors & other devices!

Why drive 125 miles to get
ripped off at the geeks and
other expensive sales and
repair stores?!

ELECTRON WizARD
Only Minutes Away!!

719-431-9442

Computer Repairs / Sales / Cell Phones!

WILDFIRE MITIGATION

HOME & PROPERTY PROTECTION
SKID STEER WORK / HOME IMPROVEMENT & REPAIRS

SWOTA ENTERPRISES

SERVING CUSTER COUNTY & SURROUNDING AREAS

719-783-4477

RAY SwoOTA RSWOTA@GMAIL.COM

7 h 4 9
28 RANGEVIEW LF
PH 783-9338
AUTOMATIC DELIVERIES
COMMERCIAL
RESIDENTIAL

BUDGET BILLING
TANK RENTAL

Norup Gas Inc.

28 Rangeview Loop

(Rangeview Industrial Park)

Located

one mile north of Westcliffe
on Highway 69.

Office hours:
Monday through Friday
8 a.m. until 5 p.m.

719-783-9338
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Automotive Services

The Cliffes Auto Service
Automotive Repair and Service

215 E Main St, Silver Cliff ¢ 719-783-3281
CliffesAutoSvcs@gmail.com

Valley Cleaning Services LLC
719-285-5503
Offering services for Commercial, Residential,
Construction & Short Term Rentals

SOL Granite & Natural Stone
4804 Dillon Dr. Pueblo - 719-544-3085
solgranite.com
Inventory, Custom Design, Fabrication & Installation

Banks & Financial Services

Collector & Investor Coins -
Buying Selling & Trading
719- 269-7507 ° 123 S 5th St, Canon City, CO
WWww.canoncitycoins.com

Electron Wizard
sleuth1@sleuth1i.com 719-431-9442
615 Main St, Westcliffe
Computer Repairs, Sales, Cell Phones, and More!

Jared Smith, DMD
618 Main St, Cafon City
719-275-0661
www.jaredsmithdmd.com

Construction Services Firewood

Kirkpatrick Bank
8 Bassick Place, Westcliffe, CO

719.783.2030
www.kirkpatrickbank.com

Beach Redi-Mix & Concrete Pumping
Precast septic tanks &
decorative blocks
719-783-3558 | info@SBCompanies.com

Westcliffe Firewood
Ryan Stover
719-371-6074
westcliffefirewood @gmail.com

Peaks Integrity Wealth Management, LLC
Raymond James
Investments, Financial and Insurance Services
719-581-PEAK (7325) | www.peaks-integrity.com

Colorado Forestry & Earthworks, LLC
Gravel: Landscape Rock, Topsoil & More
Excavation: Septic Installs, Driveways, Foundations
719-429-1676 | coforearth.com

Building SUPPLY

Central Building Supply
Hardware, Lumber & OSB
705 Ohio Street, Silver Cliff

719-783-2385

Dave's Roofing Systems
719-792-9414 [ 800-364-2979
David Mullett
Warranty Certified & Factory Trained

Salty Pine Floral & Boutique
411 Main St, Westcliffe
719-783-9393
www.westcliffeflowershop.com

Builders/ Construction

Frontier Kitchens & Interiors
Full Service Interior Design Store
318 Main Street

(719)-783-9225

Funeral Homes

Construction Solutions of Colorado, LLC
Steel Buildings -- Licensed & Insured
Casey N.719-371-7454 - Corey N.- 719-371-6143
Nordyke Family ¢ constsolutions@icloud.com

Harald Frank Skid Steer Services
and H & L Trucking
HaraldFranky@gmail.com 719-371-1570
Driveways Build/Repair - Gravel & Road Base Hauling

Holt Family Funeral Home
806 Macon Ave, Cafon City
719-275-4113
www.holtfamilyfuneralhomes.com

CUSTOM Home Builders
Westcliffe Construction, LLC
From the Ground Up!

719-371-5231

KLM Seamless Gutters
Marlin Miller
Quality and Experience

719-371-7021

Furniture & Home Goods

Eagle Edge Construction, LLC
Ronnie Miller
719-239-0300

Honesty is Everything

Miller's Roof Coatings LLC
Commercial Roof Restoration, Spray Foam Insulation
(Average is No Option)
Imiller.millersroofcoatings@gmail.com ¢ 719-239-4739

Yoder’'s Home Outfitting
57965 Hwy 69, Westcliffe
Home & Patio Furniture, Footwear, Outdoor Wear
Mon-Sat gam-5pm

Grocery & Health Foods

Eagle Peak View
All phases of Construction & Plumbing
Mike Mitzner
719-494-4026 | mike@eaglepeakview.com

Sapiah Woodworks, LLC.
Lisa Kidwell, Owner/Contractor
Custom & Fine Carpentry, Restoration, Consulting
720.309.4262 sapiahwoodworks@gmail.com

Lowe’s Market
50 Main St, Westcliffe
719-783-0550
www.lowesmarket.com

Hershberger Construction

719-216-9545
Matt@HershbergerConstruction.net

Seifert Enterprises
Excavation, Septic Systems, Culverts,
Driveways, Rock Sales & Delivery
719-783-2757 info@SBCompanies.com

DUTCH PANTRY & DELI
404 E. Main St., Silver Cliff
719-298-6689 STORE HOURS:
Mon-Thur: g-5, Fri: 6:30-5, Sat: 7-4

Kauffman’s Construction
Porches & Decks - Roofing & Siding
Custom Pole Barns & Garages © Free Estimates
Owen 719-371-7863

Solar Solutions Ltd
Off Grid and Grid Tie
10 Hermit Lane. Silver Cliff 719-783-9666
email: pbailey@solarsolutions.com

Guns , Ammo, Knives

No Job Too Small
Remodels, Decks, Additions, Log Repair, Staining/ Painting
Tony 719-783-2883  INSURED
For your small Construction Needs

Valley View Windows & Doors
Call Marty Byler at 719-220-4151
or Email Will@valleyviewwindows.net
Free Estimates, Replacements, New construction

Custer County Supply Co
206 Main St. Westcliffe | 719-659-8743
OpenTues-Sat: 20am-5pm
Guns, dog supplies, clothing, & much more!

Old Country Construction
719-458-4184
New Homes, Additions, Polebarns, Garages
Ceritified Passive House Tradesperson

Not Listed? Call us for great rates!
SDC Sentinel - 719-783-3360

Daryl CUSTOM Home Builders
WKM Construction, LLC
New Homes, Renovations

719-371-5231

Salida Cutlery & Smoke Shop
132 W Hwy 50 Salida
719-539-2884 Monday-Friday 9-6
Where you'll find sharp gifts & smokin’ deals!

Westcliffe Concrete
Flatwork & Stamped Concrete, ICFs
Lee Hostetler: 719-371-6193
Matt Troyer: 719-221-8940

THank You For SupPORTING 0UR ADVERTISERS!

Royal Gorge Gun Club & Lincoln Park Pawn
1345 Elm Ave, Cafion City ~ 719-276-3030
Lincolnparkpawn@hotmail.com
1 foot to over 1 mile, 75 different powders

Sangre Shooting Sports Club
P.O. Box 1554, Westcliffe
http://sangreshooting.com

Shopping Local Helps Local Economy & Creates Local Jobs
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Heating & Spas

Sangre de Cristo Sentinel

Plumbing and Heating

Restaurants & Dining Cont’d

Salida Stove & Spa
11130 W Hwy 50, Poncha Springs
719-539-2125
salidastove.com

Greenstreet Plumbing
Licensed, Bonded and Insured Master Plumber
Infloor Heat Systems - Plumbing
719-783-2800 - greenstreetplumbing@gmail.com

Heating & Air Conditioning

Pifion Plumbing, LLC
All Service Heating - Residential & Commercial
Boilers, Furnaces & Propane Heaters
Licensed & Insured - Jeff Ray 719-783-0379

White Bros Custom Plumbing & Heating, Inc.
www.whitebrosplumbing.com
P.0. Box 957, Westcliffe ~ 719-217-7202
Locally Owned & Family Operated

State Farm Dennis Podzemny
1004 S gth St, Cafion City
719-275-1548
https://www.canoncityinsurance.com

Lodging

Darkskies Vacations
Enter WMV-LOCAL for 10% off vacation home rentals.
Visit Darkskies.vacations or call

719-783-0648

Massage/ Therapy

Wet Mountain Manual Therapy
CranioSacral Therapy, Visceral Manipulation, MLD
114 N 2nd Street, Westcliffe
wetmountainmanualtherapy.com 719.639.8447

Mitigation/ Pest Control

Premier Pest Control LLC
719-371-7404 ~ ppc16@privategarden.org
inspections, estimates, professional pest management
residential, commercial, licensed and insured

Mitigation/ Tree Removal

Swota Enterprises
Wildfire Mitigation and Excavation
7197834477
rswota@gmail.com

Wise Tree Service
719-429-2866 Local, Insured, Experienced
Complete tree service-difficult removals, trimming/
shaping, stump grinding and fire mitigation

Pharmacy

Palace Drug - Silver Cliff
Get your prescriptions filled while you wait!
94 E Main St., Silver Cliff
Palacedrugco.com | 719-371-9402

Pifion Plumbing, LLC
All Service Heating - Residential & Commercial
Boilers, Furnaces & Propane Heaters
Licensed & Insured - Jeff Ray 719-783-0379

Tony's Mountain Pizza
719-783-9300 ¢ tonysmountainpizza.com
Tues - Sat 11 am-8 pm, Sun 12 pm-7 pm, closed Mon
630 Main Street, Silver Cliff

N N N BN BN BN BN BN I I = = = = = = = .
Tony's Steak & Tavern
719-783-9300 * tonyssteakandtavern.com
Wed 4-8 pm, Thurs-Sat 112am-8 pm, Sunday Brunch:
10 am-2 pm & Full Menu 12-7 pm, closed Mon-Tues

River Valley Plumbing and Heating
250 Moore Dr, Florence
719-784-3876
www.rivervalleyplumbingandheat.com

White Bros Custom Plumbing & Heating, Inc.
www.whitebrosplumbing.com
P.0. Box 957, Westcliffe ~ 719-217-7202
Locally Owned & Family Operated

Propane

Norup Gas
28 Range View Loop, Westcliffe

719-783-9338

Real Estate Services

Bighorn Realty
Jack & Jean Canterbury
719-429-5411 ranchrealtor@outlook.com

Brenda Bosse HomeSmart Preferred Real Estate
9 Bassick Place, Westcliffe, CO 81252
719-371-3270, brenda@brendabosse.com
Selling locally for 24 years.

Custer County Realty
902 Main St, Westcliffe
719-783-9221
www.custerrealty.com

Lori Kastendieck
Independent Broker
719-269-0653
WestcliffeBroker.com

Restaurants & Dining

ALPINE LODGE
RESTAURANT, LOUNGE, CABINS, CATERING, SPECIAL EVENTS
719-783-2660 * 6848 COUNTY ROAD 140, WESTCLIFFE
facebook.com/TheHistoricAlpineLodge

DUTCH PANTRY & DELI
4o4 E. Main St., Silver Cliff
719-298-6689 Call for store hours
DELIHOURS: Mon-Friday 11 - 4 , Sat: 11- 2:30

Septic Installation

Seifert Enterprises
Excavation, Septic Systems, Culverts,
Driveways, Rock Sales & Delivery
719-783-2757 info@SBCompanies.com

Solar / Renewable Energy

Solar Solutions Ltd
Off Grid and Grid Tie
10 Hermit Lane. Silver Cliff 719-783-9666
email: pbailey@solarsolutions.com

Storage

Wet Mountain Storage
300 Main St, Westcliffe (office)
719-783-9321
www.westcliffecoloradoselfstorage.com

Tractor/Trailer Sales

True Value Hardware and Trailers
635 Shoop Dr, Penrose
719-784-0123
https://www.truevaluetrailers.com

Vacation / Accommodations

Darkskies Vacations
Enter WMV-LOCAL for 10% off vacation home rentals
Visit Darkskies.vacations or call

719-783-0648

Veterinary

High Peaks Animal Hospital
1200 Broadway St, Silver Cliff
719-783-3770
www.highpeaksanimal.com

Well Drilling and Pump Services

Stage Stop Gourmet Sundaes
& Espresso
3rd and Main Street, Westcliffe
Follow Us: Facebook.com/inthesangres

Finney Drilling
Carion City
719-275-9525
larryfinneydrilling@gmail.com

THank You For SupPORTING 0UR ADVERTISERS!

Custer Senior Center Menu

Monday, December 30 Tuesday, December 31 Thursday, January 2
#38 Corned Beef Sandwich #6 Baked Potato #47 Scalloped Potatoes w/ Ham
on Rye w /Swiss Cheese Broccoli w/Cheese Sauce Spinach Salad w/Mandarin Oranges
Creamy Coleslaw Tossed Salad w/Lite French Hard Boiled Egg
Banana Peaches, Fruit Cocktail Sliced Peaches
Roasted Unsalted Peanuts Drop Biscuit w/Butter WW Roll w/Butter

Served Mondays, Tuesdays & Thursdays at noon. 612 Main St. , Silver Cliff Townhall (lower level)
The following major food allergens are used as ingredients: Milk, Egg, Fish, Tree Nuts, Peanuts, Wheat, Soy and Sesame.

Please call (719) 783-9508 before 9:30 a.m. for reservations
A $3 suggested donation per meal is appreciated, but not required. All menus subject to change.
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Recurring Events

Mondays
10 a.m. Pickle Ball Silver Cliff Mem.Park (SCMP)

More info: lizbrannen@gmail.com

6 -7:30 p.m. Men’s Bible Meeting (The Bible and X) w/
Scott Munger. at First Baptist Church.

6 p.m. Alcoholics Anonymous (CLSD) 12 Step study, at St.
Luke’s, 3rd & Rosita, Westcliffe. Martha at 719-371-1853.

1st Monday of the Month

5 p.m. Post 170 Auxiliary monthly meeting
(year-round) at Cliffe Lanes

2nd and 4th Monday

6 — 7 p.m. Narcotics Anonymous

Community United Methodist Church Fellowship Hall.
Children Welcome. colobamanana@yahoo.com

Tuesdays
12 noon — 1 p.m. Alcoholics Anonymous (CLDS)

“As Bill Sees It St. Luke’s, 3rd & Rosita in W/C.
Call Martha at 719-371-1853.

1st Tuesday of the Month

9 a.m. - 3 p.m. Old Schoolhouse Quilters Comfort
Quilters @ Valley Bible

6:00 p.m. American Legion Post 170 monthly meeting
at Cliff Lanes meeting room.

4-6 p.m. Christian Music on KLZR 91.7 FM
2nd Tuesday of the Month

9 a.m. Old Schoolhouse Quilters Guild Meeting
@Valley Bible

3rd Tuesday of the Month

Liberty Rocks TUESDAY Meet/greet &order 5:30 p.m.
Presentation 6 p.m. Location Tony’s Pizza All welcome.

Wednesdays
8 -9 a.m. Veterans Coffee Social, Veterans and Caregivers

welcome. West Custer County Library Community Rm.,
209 Main St. Westclifte

9:30 — 11 a.m. Line Dancers meet at United Methodist
Church, 204 S 6th St. Call Debbie Underwood at
(432) 553-7483.

9:45-11:30 a.m. The Posse Ladies Bible Study “Names
of God” at Sangre de Cristo Fellowship, 120 Jerry Dr.
Westcliffe. September 18- December 4
Questions? Holly 703-338-4100

10 a.m. Pickle Ball (SCMP) info: lizbrannen@gmail.com

6 p.m. Alcoholics Anonymous (CLSD) Big Book Study at
St. Luke’s, 3rd & Rosita, Westcliffe. Martha at
719-371-1853.

6 p.m. Prayer Group Meeting. First Baptist Church
of Westcliffe. Call 719-783-2498.

First Thursday of the Month
9 a.m. - 3 p.m. Comfort Quilters, FBC (log bldg next to the
church) 417 S. 6th St. Contact Delores at 719-371-1451.

2nd Thursday of the Month

6 p.m. Custer County Republican Central Committee
meeting. Ranchers Roost. The public is welcome See
www.CusterGOP.com or Facebook page at https://m.
facebook.com/custergop

3rd Thursday of the Month

2 p.m. Round Mt Water District Meeting.

Fridays

10 a.m. Pickle Ball Silver Cliff Memorial Park
More info: lizbrannen@gmail.com

1 - 4 p.m.- Mah Jongg at the Senior Center

6 p.m. Alcoholics Anonymous Open Discussion, St.
Luke’s, 3rd & Rosita. Call Martha 719-371- 1853

2nd Friday of the Month
8 am- Westcliffe Band of Brothers & Sisters Men’s

Prayer Breakfast, at the Senior Center followed by
Monthly Meeting at 9:30 - all are welcome

Saturdays
10 a.m. Wet Mountain Al-Anon Family Group meets at

St. Luke’s Episcopal Church. Call Dee (719) 404-1851
or Jean (719) 371-1229.

3rd Saturday of Month

8 a.m. Valley Bible Fellowship Men’s Breakfast Open to
all Men of the Community, 116 Hermit Lane, Silver Cliff
Questions, Mike @ 719-650-0362

1 p.m. VFW meeting at Cliff Lanes Conference Room,
Post Commander Burt Daniels 719-783-3050

The American Legion Monthly
Meeting is the 1st Tuesday of everr
month at 6:00 p.m. at the bowling alley.

The American Legion Auxiliary
Monthly Meeting is the 1st Monday of
each month at 5:00 p.m. at the
Cliff Lanes meeting room.

American Legion and VFW
Monthly Meetin

e Veterans of Foreign Wars

Monthly Meeting is the

3rd Saturday of every month at
1 p.m. at the bowling alley.

DEMS TARGET

COMMISSIONERS

two open seats.
from page 4

o Pre-election: 5-0 Republican

Democrats did manage to increase
an existing majority in one county
(Chaffee), while Republicans solid-
ified control of Huerfano County by
knocking off a Democrat incumbent,
and actually flipped Pueblo County—
formerly a Democrat stronghold—to

a GOP majority.
seven percent.
Here is the breakdown of what the

Democrats gained/lost in 2024 at
the county level where they openly
targeted seats:

Grand County —

Alamosa County —

* Incumbent Republican Merritt
Linke won reelection, while
Republican Ed Raegner won the
open District 1 seat by nearly 15

* Incumbent Republican Vern
Heersink ran unopposed and
incumbent Lorie Laske won her
race by over 20 percent.

percent.
o Pre-election: 3-0 Republican
majority
° Post-election: 3-0 Republican
majority Huerfano County —
Chaffee County —

* Democrat candidates Dave

reelection, while Republicans Bill
Wysong and Cory Applegate won

o Post-election: 5-0 Republican
Garfield County —

* Republican incumbent Mike
Samson won reelection, while
former State Senator Perry Will
won the open District 2 seat by

o Post-election: 3-0 Republican

o Pre-election: 3-0 Republican

° Post-election: 3-0 Republican

* Incumbent Republican Mitchell
Wardell won reelection, while

o Pre-election: 2 Democrats, 1
unaffiliated.

o Post-election: 2 Democrats, 1
unaffiliated

Park County —

* Incumbent Republican Amy
Mitchell easily won reelection,
while Republican Jason Gemmer
won the open District 2 seat by
nearly 16 percent.

o Pre-clection: 3-0 Republican
majority

o Pre-clection: 3-0 Republican

° Post-election: 3-0 Republican
majority

Pueblo —

* Incumbent Democrat Daneya
Esgar lost her reelection bid to
Republican Paul McPheeters,
while Democrat Miles Lucero
edged out his Republican opponent
42-40 in the District 1 race (with
sitting commissioner Epimenio
“Eppie” Griego grabbing just
under 18 percent of the vote,
running as an unaffiliated. Griego
won his seat first in 2021 as
Democrat before unaffiliating),

Armstrong and Gina Lucrezi, won
the two open commission seats,
one of which (District 2) was
previously held by Greg Felt, who

Democrat incumbent Arica
Andreatta narrowly lost her
District 2 seat to Republican
challenger Jim Chamberlain.

flipping the commission to a 2-1
GOP majority.

o Pre-election: 2-1 Democrat

is unaffiliated, moving the balance
of power to a 3-0 Democrat
majority.

o Pre-election: 2 Democrats, 1 Mesa County —

unaffiliated.
o Post-election: 3-0 Democrat
majority
Douglas County —

* Incumbent George Teal handily
won reelection in District 2,
while former state Rep. Kevin
Van Winkle easily won the open
District 1 seat by nearly 58
percent.

o Pre-election: 3-0 Republican

o Post-election: 3-0 Republican

El Paso —

° Post-election: 3-0 Republican

* Incumbent Republican Cody
Davis cruised to reelection by
over 20 points, while Republican
JJ Fletcher ran unopposed for the
open District 3 seat.

o Pre-election 3-0 Republican

o Post-election 3-0 Republican.
Ouray County —

* Incumbent Democrats Lynn
Padgett and Jake Niece both won
reelection (with Niece running
unopposed). Sitting Commissioner
Michelle Nauer is unaffiliated,

° Post-election: 2-1 Republican

o Pre-clection: 2-1 Republican

Routt County —

* Incumbent Democrat Tim
Redmond was reelected and
Democrat Angelica Salinas easily
won an open District 1 seat.

o Pre-election 3-0 Democrat
o Post-election 3-0 Democrat

A request for comment from Complete
Colorado to Democrat Party Chairman
Shad Murib was not answered.

(Editor/GG: Apparently no money
sent to our couple of shaky
candidates for commissioner here in
Happy Valley. I wonder why...... )

Please see: https://pagetwo.
completecolorado.com/2024/12/12/

* Incumbent Carrie Geitner won

leaving the makeup of the
commission unchanged.

colorado-democrats-county-
commissions-lost-ground/

Christian Science
9:30 a.m. Worship
8 Bassick Place,Westcliffe

First Baptist Church of Westcliffe
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Fellowship
10:45 a.m. Worship
4:30 p.m. Wedn. AWANAS
410°S. 6th Street, Westcliffe
Pastor Josh Olsteen

719/783-2498

Church of Christ
9:30 a.m. Bible Study
10:30 a.m. Worship
818 Ohio Street, Silver CIiff
719/783-4601
High Country Mennonite Church
9:30 a.m. Worship
10:45 a.m. Sunday School
103 N. Adams Sr,[‘%stdiﬂ‘e
719/783-9045

Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter Day Saints
240 Ridgeline Dr, Vl'esrc]g‘fe
Pres: 719/214-4589

Cody Park Community Church
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Worship
Tues. 8:30 a.m., Prayer Mtg.
Wedn. 7 p.m. Bible Study
0157 County Rd. 274
Cotopaxi 719/942-3526

Community United Methodist Church
8 a.m. & 10 a.m. Worship
202 S. 6th Street, We:tc]{ﬁé
719/783-2511

Huerfano Community Bible Church
10:30 a.m. Sunday Worship
7 p.m.: Thursday Bible Study
603 Leon Street, Walsenburg
(719) 251-9053

Hope Lutheran Church
2 p.m. Worship
3:15 p.m. Bible Study
3rd & Powell Streets, Westcliffe
Pastor Dan Kletke 719/783-2323
Lange Hall 719/783-2561

Cotopaxi Community Church
9:45 a.m. Sunday School
11 a.m. Worship
6 p.m. Wedn. Bible Study
PastorSteveHolcomb(@gmail.com
20326 Huwy. 50, Compaxi

Living Stone Calvary Chapel
Saturday evenings: 5:30 p.m.
Sunday Mornings: 9 a.m. & 11a.m.
830 Bridge St., Canon City, CO
Pastor Sean Meagher 719/276-0863

Send Church updates to sdc.sentinel@gmail.com
(719) 783-3360

Come and Worship

Our Lady of the Assumption
Roman Catholic Church
Diocese of Pueblo
11 a.m. Sunday Mass
10 a.m. (2nd Tuesday of month) Mass
10 a.m. Wednesday Mass
5:30 p.m. Thursday Mass
109 S. 5th Street, Westcliffe
719/783-3507

Our Lady of Mt. Zion
Catholic Church
11 a.m. Mass, 2nd & 3rd Sunday of month
210 S. 2nd St, Westcliffe
719/783-2491

Praise Community Church
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise & Worship 10:45 a.m.
215 N Pikes Peak Ave. , Florence
719/784-1184

St. Luke’s Episcopal Church
10:30 a.m. Worship & Eucharist
11:30 a.m. Fellowship
8:30 a.m. Prayer Service, Thursdays
3rd & Rosita Streets, Westcliffe
719/783-2477

St. Patrick’ Anglican Church
11 a.m. Worship
403 S. 2nd S., Westcliffe
925/339-0175 or 719/783-2500

Sacred Heart Catholic Church
Diocese of Pueblo
Saturday Mass 4 p.m.
Highway 69, Gardner
Bldg.Mickey.719/746-2037

Sangre de Cristo Cowboy Church
Pastor: Mike Shields
10 a.m. Sunday School Bible Study
11 a.m. Worship
Last Sunday of Month:

Potluck at Noon
sangredecristocowboychurch.com
also on Facebook
60260 Hwy 69, Weﬂc]}ﬁé
719/232-5372

Sangre de Cristo Fellowship
9 a.m. Meet & Greet
9:30 a.m. Service
120 Jerry Drive, Wcstdgﬂé
719/783-0903

Sangre de Cristo Seminary Chapel
10 a.m. Worship
6160 County Rd. 130, Westcliffe
719/ 371-1822

Valley Bible Fellowship
10 a.m. Worship

116 Hermit Lane, Silver Cljﬂ
719/581-7572

Wetmore Baptist Church
9:45 a.m. Sunday School
10:45 a.m. Worship
6 p.m. Worship
Junction qf'Hu)' 96 & 67, Wetmore
719/371-1230

Wetmore Community Church
9 a.m. Sunday School
10 a.m. Worship
699 County Rd. 395, Wetmore
719/784-0596

And the very God of peace sanctify you wholly; and | pray God
your whole spirit and soul and body be preserved blameless
unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Faithful is He that calleth you, who also will do it.

| Thessalonians 5: 23 - 24 KJV
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Eagle Peak View

Commercial Construction

| Frontien

Frowntier Kitchens is a
interior design store specializing
tn custom new butlds

and remodels.

Kitchens & Interiors

wll-service

* 3D Designs

* In-Store Consultations

Visit our local showroom on Main
Street to see a HUGE selection of
product choices!

= 719-783-9225
- www.Frontierkandi.com
| 318 Main Street, Westcliffe

Quality and Experience
at Residential Pricing

All Phases of Construction & Plumbing

Mike Mitzner
719-494-4026
eaglepeakview.com

VETERAN

LD — CFiAaTER

Announcements

FREE BOOKS

At the Sentinel’s Lending
Library:
History, biography, war,
crime, etc. Good quality.

For Rent

40x60 Commercial Shop
with 20x15 office space for
rent on 2 acre lot on Lake
DeWeese Road. $2,750/
month. Security deposit of
$2,750. Call 719-371-4928
or 719-371-4927 for more
information.

Help Wanted

Custer County School
District is now hiring for
the following positions:
Teaching positions include
HS History Teacher.

Support staff positions
include two SPED
Paraprofessional positions.
Coaching positions include
Head Baseball Coach,
HS Assistant Baseball
Coach, and HS Assistant
Track Coach (Throwing).
Any Certified Teacher/
Substitute application
without a CDE license is
incomplete and will not
be considered. Online
applications only. Please
visit us on the web at:
https://custercountyschools.
tedk12.com/hire/index.aspx
or South Central BOCES
- Westcliffe openings for
more information and
to apply.
kokok
Sangre de Cristo Sentinel
We Need Local
people to Report on
LOCAL News
Stop by Tues -Wedn. 9-3,
Fri. 9-12
601 Main St., Westcliffe

Classifieds

Real Estate

Lori Kastendieck
Independent Broker
Real Estate
WestcliffeBroker.com
719-269-0653
Serving buyers & sellers
Since 1982

No Job Too Small
Remodels, Decks,
Interior/Exterior Paint
Log Home Staining and
Log repair, Construction.
Local References, Insured.

Tony (719) 783-2883

Oak Creek Electric
Rick Madrigal

Residential Electrical

Services

WILDFIRE
MITIGATION
Home and Property
Protection
Skid Steer Work/Home
Improvement and Repair
Serving Custer County
and Surrounding Areas
Swota Enterprises
719-783-4477

Happy Birthday

Wanda Jennings!

Joyce Hoel

To Place an ad, please call 719-783-3360 or email sdc.sentinel@gmail.com.
The deadline for getting your information into the Classifieds is Monday at 4 p.m. for that week’s edition.

alar

= >

"Renewablie Energy Systems”
QUAUITY - SERVICE - DEPENDABIUTY

Pat Bailey - Owner
10 Hermit Lane,

PO Box 554

Silver Cliff, CO 81252

Custom Design and Installation
Photovoltaics, Wind, Hybrid & Grid-Tie systems
Maintenance Program Available

Serving Custer County
For 30 Years

www.solarsolutions.com

RTIFIED
PV Installation
Professional

Ph: 719/783-9666
Fax: 719/783-2167

email: pbailey@solarsolutions.com

Licensed & Insured
719-242-6573
EC# 103195
Persistence37@gmail.com
TS
WET .-«-'::;:'fkw TAIM
PAIN? MANUAL THERAPY
Advonced CranioSoacral,

Wiscerol Monipulation,
Lymphatic Drainage

Tl M 2nd Street
Westcliffe, Colorado

719.639.8447 wetmountainmanualtherapy.com

Do not quench the Spirit.
Do not despise prophecies,
but test everything; hold fast what is good.

| Thessalonians 5: 19-21 ESV

Community Services

Altitude Community Fitness

(719) 783-0750

American Legion Post #170
PO Box 424, Westcliffe, CO 81252
talpost1 70westcliffe@gmail.com
(719) 783-2462 westcliffepost170.org

Custer County
Community Sharing Food Pantry

120 N. 3rd St.  Fri. (719) 783-2994
OPEN First 3 Fridays of the month
12— 2 p.m.

An Equal Opportunity Provider

Family Crisis Services

Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault Center for
Fremont and Custer Counties
(719) 275-2429  FamilyCrisisOnline.org

Front Range Clinic
Medications for Addiction Treatment (MAT)
1-866-MAT-STAT
www.frontrangemd.com/mobile-unit

Lighthouse Pregnancy Resources
Monday and Thursday 11a.m. to 4 p.m.
Friday 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.

(719) 783-4357

National Suicide HOTLINE
1-800-273-8255 Veterans Press 1

Solvista 24/7 Crisis Line
for Fremont and Custer Counties
Regional 719-276-5488 Local Office 719-275-2351

VETERANS SERVICE Office (VSO)
Dominic Edginton new VSO
(719) 618-8266  vso@custercounty.co.gov
Courthouse Bldg. (Rosita Rd. Entrance)

West Custer County Library
209 Main Street  Westcliffe, CO 81252
(719) 783-9138
Tue. — Fri.: 10 am. — 5:30 p.m..
Saturday: 10 am.—2 p.m.

Wet Mountain Rotary Van Service
Limited Dispatch 719-783-2343
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Your Local Plumbing &
Heating Service Company

719-783-0379
pinonplumbing@gmail.com

Resnden‘hal & Commercial Service and Installs, Furnaces,
Boilers, Propane Heaters, Tanked & Tankless Water Heaters,

Main Water & Sewer Line Replacements, Water & Gas Lines,
Remodels & New Construction

Jeff Ray - Owner - Master Plumber

Providing 29 years of Experience, Knowledge, Reliability & Honesty
LICENSED & INSURED

Dobcatys Sconrebouand!

Friday, December 20:

HS Boys Basketball @ La Veta Tournament:
vs Sangre de Cristo: 59-37 Win!

HS Girls Basketball @ La Veta Tournament:
vs Sangre de Cristo: 49-28 Win!

HS Boys Wrestling @ 10th Annual Kieth Kilker Invite:
Jason Hemsath & Corbyn Martin finished 7-1!

HS Girls Wrestling @ 10th Annual Kieth Kilker Invite:
in conjunction with Weld Central won the tournament!

Saturday, December 21:
HS Boys Basketball @ La Veta Tournament
vs La Veta: 64-24 Win!
HS Girls Basketball @ La Veta Tournament:
vs La Veta: 23-58 lose

\ _ltw..n

All games and dates are subject to change without notice.

Saturday, January 4:
7 am (weigh in) / 9 am (start) HS Boys Wrestling
@ Bennett Invite
TBD HS Girls Wrestling @ Bennett Invite

Thursday, January 9:
5 pm HS Boys JV Basketball @ Sanford (away)
6 pm HS Girls Basketball @ Sanford (away)
7:30 pm HS Boys Varsity Basketball @ Sanford (away)

Huge SHOUT OUT to all the Winter Bobcat Coaches!

Men’s Wrestling:
Head Coach Caleb Van Deusen
Assistant Coach Shannon Palmer

Women’s Wrestling:
Head Coach Terri Crispe
Assistant Coach Caleb Van Deusen

Men’s Basketball:
Head Coach Eddie Crispe
Assistant Coach Kobe Lewsader

Women’s Basketball:
Head Coach Dave Downing
Assistant Coach Joy Parrish

Thank you for all you do!

Jesus said

Wet Mountain Hermits 4-H Club

The Spirit of Christmas is a time
to give, share, and be generous.
It’s about putting others first,
and finding joy in helping those
in need.

With that in mind, a few of our
club members shopped today for
local Meals On Wheels recipients
then wrapped the gifts and made
cards.

This is the not only the Spirit of |
Christmas but also the Spirit of
4-H! Making the best better and - —~ —~
serving our community. From Wet Mountain Hermits 4-H facebook page

DeceMber 27, 2024
Are You Ready?

We recently celebrated Christmas, the birth of our Lord and Savior. We
exchanged gifts and did our usual traditional Christmas celebrations.
We watched the Christmas parades, wrapped and exchanged gifts.
We sang the traditional Christmas Carols and some of us packed our
bags and gifts and traveled to see our families who may live in other
areas. We baked cookies and breads and cooked hams and turkeys. We
cleaned and prepared our homes for the Christmas visitors we were
expecting. We put up the Christmas tree and nativity scene but have
we prepared ourselves for the most important visitor of all? The One
whom we are celebrating. Are we ready to accept Him into our homes
and our world? All year long we are busy working, raising children,
maybe helping with grandchildren, making our house a home. Have
we made room and time for Him in our lives.

Did you ever wonder about Mary and Joseph? How must they have felt
knowing that they were expecting a very special visitor. They had to
take a long hard trip to Bethlehem, Mary very much with child riding
on a donkey. Arriving there and finding no lodging available for her to
give birth. The inn keeper directed them to an empty stable. There in the
cold night with the animals and the hay is where our Savior made his
entrance into our world. Mary wrapped the babe in swaddling clothes
as we wrap our gifts in fancy paper and ribbons. The Jews were waiting
for their Messiah but because He came as a babe born to a virgin and
not as the mighty warrior they expected, they weren’t ready for Him.

Today, we wait for the Second coming of Jesus. Why, because in His
Word God promised He would come again. In Matthew 24:36 He said,
“But of that day and hour no one knows,” So we watch for the signs we
were given in His word. Are you ready to meet your maker if He comes
tonight or tomorrow? In the picture of Jesus knocking on the door,
notice there is no doorknob on His side. He is a gentleman and will not
force His way in. He is waiting for us to invite Him in. Are you ready?

by Audrey Slater
Sangre de Cristo Sentinel - Westcliffe, Colorado

“Behold, | stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, and open the door,

| will come in to Him, and will sup with him, and he with Me.”

Revelation 3:20 KJV
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SENIOR SHOUT OUT: Not only was Senior, Reagan Hatfield
nominated for CHSAA All-State Honorable Mention and played in
All-State Game on November 24th, but she was voted as the West
Central League MVP for HS Volleyball! Congratulations Reagan!

Seniors:

-Lily Bomgardner: League 1st Team
All-Conference, 1,269 career digs
-Quincy Downing: League Honorable
Mention

-Reagan Hatfield: League MVP,
CHSAA All-State Honorable Mention
and ranked 8th with 72 serving aces in
Class 2A, CCGS All-State Participant
(Volleyball), CCGS - Colorado
Coaches for Girls Sports

Juniors:

-Brylee Shy: League 1st Team
All-Conference

-Cadence Weeks: League 1st

Team, All-Conference

>Hr LA WOU VWU KKS

Lisa Kidwell
Owner/Contractor

*

NEARLY COMPLETE
HOME IN TOWN!

Brenda Bosse

Enjoy small-town charm and stunning Realtor®
mountain beauty from your NEW 2 .
bed/2 bath 1,380 sf home. Covered 25 years listing and

front porch, 1-car attached garage, low selling in the valley!
maintenance exterior, open floor plan.
Granite counters, farm sink & center HUM[SM Mﬂ-
island in the kitchen area. Master has .
ensuite bath and walk-in closet. $465,000 e

(719) 371-3270
9 Bassick Place, Westcliffe
brenda@brendabosse.com

www.brendabosse.com
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Memes for the New

= yahoo/answers O

Is the daisy powerline 880 good for
squirrels?

I_ - & Ml A ‘So what }

2 answers + Hunting
No, it is too long to hide in their nest have we |Eal'l'li

and the trigger is too far forward for g f
their paws to be able to hold and fire : ! y ffOITI all this

at the same time.

Most of the squirrels in my hood just — tvpes o le:

carry a small handgun, like a Glock ( Al Thehe - W;D ﬂj}f f I;'IEDD =

26 or 27. 1. Those who are humble &
i | 2. Those who are 9bout to be.

Hope this helps.

M warriad akmnit I

If you're 18 and think
you’re the opposite sex,
you have a mental disorder.

.'-'.
-

: , lf you're 8 and think
~ you're the opposite sex,

vyour mother has
a mental disorder.

Military
ads with
only white men

- Why is everyone
B talking about

- % January 20th?

If you want to keep dangerous
weapons out of the hands of the
mentally ill then don't elect them
into office.

It’s the day

we go back to ﬂ.‘:}
2gendersand | .« ¥

sanity, honey.
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ew Vear. Happy 2025!

Me and my homie in 2031, sighting .
in on the WEF surveillance drone Kids these days

as it circles our rural off-the-grid are sofi
multi-family homestead: )

I’'m pretty sure
| died once when
| was 7 and my
mother made me
walk it off.

So you’re okay with the
government having all the

weaponryto late all life
on eart*

‘They weren't worried about ! EVER THRWED _BEEkUSEL.i-;'
¥ TT HAD A LARGE

=_-—. |

specific types of guns.

They were worried about specifil AND GROWING CUISS'
types of government. E oF PARAS]TES

r ¥ (VNG OFF THOSE |

L WHQ,PRt)Dui:E l

“Thomas S:m:ﬂ 2
S

-ﬂ-But you te upset that Thavea
1 rifle that holds 30 rounds?

This was paradise.

Not a cellphone in sight just
Kids living in the moment

A man reaches a certain

agé wnere ne doesnt ! - g The demons that stole our country have
want anv drama He : i, S - G YOO gt sPentt t:)lell.aSt 751 years S‘?Clag).’tel}glnee.ﬂng
. - You to believe this 1S €vil and 1tS 1Nversion 18
doesnit want |gllt with ! oral.
anvnne a“d ced t In 1964 the minimum wage was five
.he. W||| no[.“g [a“' 90% silver quarters.

He: WI|| not guit and there

are, nnlineanons he will
:&nowse = |
Itis hest m Ieave{hlmr

aloné“y_ltn his coffee

*'hourbon and clgars‘f

o B Ny 5 ‘
nnn i nﬂke “]ﬂ []I[I men In 2021 five 90% silver quarters have a l
They will iurtyou. Btk LET THE PURGE BEGIN!

Layout by Katherine Brenchley
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BOCC: Special District Tax Levies Approved,
ITMeets with “the Feds’, BOCC Meetings at All Aboard Westcliffe in 2025

by George Gramlich,
News and Commentary

he Custer County Board of

County Commissioners’
(BOCC) December 19, 2024 regu-
lar meeting was held at their regal
throne room (the “Annex’) across
from the court house. The meeting
started at around 9 a.m. All three
Commissioners were present: Bill
Canda, Lucas Epp and Kevin Day.

No real important Commissioner
Items.

In Elected Official Reports, most
were written and silently read
by the commissioners while the
public waited. Once and a while
a commissioner would make
a comment on them. Epp said
they are now being stored on the
county’s website so us peasants
can see what is going on. (1t
would be nice, for the peasants
attending the meeting, and those
viewing, that when the Commish
are silently reading, that at least
the highlights be mentioned so
the audience wouldn't be in total
darkness on their content.)

The Sheriff’s Office (SO) report
was written. It was noted that the
SO is under budget for the year
and also under budget for the Fre-
mont County Jail housing costs.

The Coroner’s Office had a brief
presentation noting that the
county’s death toll is around what
is was last year and that the Office
is under budget.

Department Reports

Human Resources Director, Bob
Smith, gave the report. Smith said
there are currently 12 county job
vacancies (including the Finance
Director). He said he is working
on county policies and procedures
and has completed a rough draft
that the commissioners have.
Smith wants a meeting next year
to review those. Smith also noted
that he is working on a county pay
classification scale.

Dominic Edginton, our Veterans
Service Office (VSO) Director
delivered that Office’s report. Last
month he had 45 scheduled vis-
its and 23 walk-ins. He said that
the county’s veterans are getting
around $145k compensation per
month and since he has taken
over, about $1.6 million has come
into the county from the VA.

The Information and Technology
Director, Vernon Roth, gave that
department’s report. Vernon said
he hired a new sidekick, John
Mapes, (ex Navy) and he is doing
good. Vernon stated that he had
a meeting with “the feds” about
cyber security and “it was very
interesting”. He said that there
might be some training stuff com-
ing down the pike with them.

The county’s accounting con-
sultant, Lisa Hammon, from
Redland’s Accounting gave the
Finance report. She has been
working on reviewing the 2025

budget with Vernon, bank recon-
ciliation, and with the Treasurer’s
office. She also has been con-
tinuing to work on the credit card
problems from 2022 to 2024.
(That credit card roll out was a
total disaster. No planning and no
reporting guidelines on expenses.
Thank goodness, the person who
orchestrated that is bye bye.)
She said she only has access to
the 2022 to 2024 credit card data.
Going further back will be a lot
more time-consuming.

Epp spoke up saying Hemann
putting together a draft Request
for Proposal (RFP) to hire a new
county auditor as the county will
be changing auditors in 2025.
(YEARS too late....) Epp then
brought up the search for a new
Finance Director and labeled the
current situation as “looking for
a unicorn”. This brought on the
usual suite of lamenations from
the commissioners, Hemann and
Smith about how hard it is trying
to find a decent Finance Direc-
tor for the paltry salary they are
offering. Canda brought forth an
idea about splitting a Finance
Director with another local coun-
ty (maybe the combined mon-
ey from two counties would be
enough).

Department of Human Services,
Road & Bridge, Airport, Planning
& Zoning (“business is down”,
down $184k from last year. “Will
affect our budget for sure”.),

GETTHE TO-DO’S

OKSERIES . -

0, 15 ANQ N0 BF [NRINES
= 3 ERANEH VRN ERDIE
L1 WP GR CUD HEBOLY
EWSY TR HEBL
T 200 TOUE TRIAME

TO-DONE

Store Hours:

Monday - Friday 8 am - 6 pm | Saturday 8 am -2 pm
635 Shoop Dr., Penrose, CO 81242

719-784-0123

www.truevaluetrailers.com

WE DiG DIRT
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Recycling, and EOM were sub-
mitted, written reports.

Awarding the county’s trash con-
tract for 2025 was next. P Bar O
and Oak Disposal submitted bids.
P Bar O got the contract.

Epp then brought up the lease
agreement with All Aboard
Westcliffe re the commissioners
using their meeting room next
year for their BOCC meetings. It
will cost the county around $5k
per year to rent the place. The
meetings will be held on Thurs-
days next year.

Next was the inter-governmental
agreement (IGA) proposed for
the West Custer County Hospital
District with regards to them using
our Human Resource Director,
Bob Smith, for a few hours each
month. The basic deal was that
Smith would do five hours for free
and then bill them for anything
over that. This started a HUGE
discussion on the scope of the
deal, total hours, who would be
involved, whether this is hurting
the county. On and on...After a ton
of blathering, the commissioners
agreed to the deal.

Resolution 24-27, a Vehicles and
Associated Equipment Supple-
mental Budget Appropriation for
the Sheriff’s Office was the next
item. This would move $14.9k
from the defunct “Inmate Fund”
to the SO’s capital improvement
fund. This would be for purchas-

Beact

CONCRETE SUPPLIER
& CONCRETE PUMP TRUCK

“THE FOUNDATION OF CUSTER COUNTY™

PRE-CAST SEPTIC TANKS AVAILABLE
1000 GALLON, 1250 GALLON, AND 1500 GALLON

PRE-CAST BARRIER BLOCKS
DECORATIVE & PLAIN

198 Range View Loop, Westcliffe, CO 81252

719.783.3558

BeachRediMix-CO.com

K3 facebook

ing the local used Jeep that was
discussed last week. That passed.

Resolution 24-28 for $51,185 for
the Sheriff’s Office to buy school
security equipment and some
training for the School Resource
Officer was approved.

A Resolution (24-29) was then
approved for the Landfill for
$19,765 to build a fence around
the new trenches to catch the fly-
ing garbage.

The next Agenda Item was a big
one: Approving all the special
tax districts in the county (except
for the county’s property tax mil
levy that was passed recently).
There are about 11 of these dis-
tricts including the West Custer
Hospital District, Wet Mountain
Fire, Round Mountain Water, the
two towns, etc. Most of the levies
were adjusted down to compen-
sate for the enormous property
valuations from last year. The total
tax take squeezed out of us serfs
for these districts will be $2,716,
044. (The Hospital District is get-
ting $1,179,513 and the school is
getting $4,716,795.) Vernon Roth,
who prepared the report, said
the total tax grab by the county
and all the other tax districts is
$10,112,473. (This is the 2024
taxes to be collected for the 2025
budget.) Vernon noted that the
county’s total property valuation
is around $25 million.

And that was that.
To be continued......

REDI
-MIX
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by Derek Draplin,
The Center Square

—December 18, 2024

Aurora police arrested
several suspected gang

members on Tuesday after
an alleged home invasion
and kidnapping at an apart-
ment complex that’s become
notorious for gang crime.

A male and female resident

of The Edge at Lowry

Apartments were attacked by 13 to 15
individuals, taken to another apartment
against their will, and beaten, Aurora
Police Chief Todd Chamberlain said at
a news conference Tuesday. The victims
were let go and later contacted police.

Chamberlain said he could “guarantee” the
attack was gang related “without question,”
but stopped short of confirming the gang
was Tren de Aragua, the Venezuelan gang
that’s established itself in several cities
across the U.S.

“There is a high assumption that they may
be affiliated or affiliated with the TdA
gang,” Chamberlain said. “But again, I am
not going to say 100% positively till that is
validated and verified.”

As of Tuesday evening [Decenber 17], 19
suspects have been arrested in connection
to the incident. The department has not
yet confirmed gang affiliations as of early
Wednesday afternoon, a spokesman told
The Center Square.

Chamberlain said his department is work-
ing with the U.S. Department of Homeland
Security’s Homeland Security Investiga-
tions and ICE to help identify the individu-
als taken into custody.

Chamberlain praised the victims, who are
also Venezuelan immigrants, for their cour-
age to come forward and report the attack.

“All the individuals involved in this are

90ft X 443ft
Price includes 2 paid
water & sewer taps

Start your own business or
expand your existing business!

TCHIALL HOLUSING-
OFFORTUNITY

B L el

MLS.
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°Chief Todd Chamberlain

Aurora PD YouTube page

Custer County Realty, Inc.
902 Main St. - Westcliffe, CO
(719) 783-9221

Colorado State News

Suspected Venezuelan
Gang Members Arrested
in Aurora

= ;

-

most likely Venezuelan,” Chamberlain
said. “Most of them are without question,
or most likely, we believe at this point, un-
documented or immigrants to the city of
Aurora.”

“These individuals, like many gangs, and
many individuals involved in this type of
activity, they victimize their own race and
their own ethnicity, and the reason they do
that is because they are easy victims because
they know because of their [immigration]
status they will not come forward to the
police,” he said. “They know that they can
mistreat them.”

Tom Homan, who’s tapped to be the Trump
administration’s border czar, on Tuesday
told Fox News that Aurora police should
hand over the suspects to ICE.

“Let’s hope [Chamberlain] walks the
walk and hands these people to ICE
when he’s done with them, because
we can remove them not only from
the community but from the country,”
Homan told Fox News. “And if law
enforcement officers don’t help us do that,
we’re certainly going to do that starting
January 21st.”

The Edge at Lowry Apartments drew
national headlines over the summer after
video showed armed individuals entering
an apartment in the complex.

Please see: https://www.thecentersquare.
com/colorado/article_19305476-bd83-
11ef-8178-27257c9b9b20.html

Broker Owned and Offered by:
Bob Senderhauf Owner/Broker

Brutal Home Invasion by
16 Venezuelans in Aurora.

Now can we blame open borders?

by ColoradoPeakPolitics.com
—December 18, 2024

For those keeping score, 16 migrant
gang members this week invaded one

of those Aurora apartments and tortured
and robbed a couple, but 9News will soon
let us know that does not mean the com-
plex or city has been “taken over” by Tren
de Aragua.

9News could barely even mention the na-
tionality of the brutal intruders or the fact
their victims were also Venezuelan, most
of them undocumented, admits leading
liberal newspaper Denver Post.

It’s a horrendous crime and the victims
were held captive for five hours, then acted
bravely in reporting it to police so the cul-
prits could be rounded up for questioning.

The male and female victims were beat-
en, pistol whipped, and one stabbed by
the home invaders at the troubled Edge at
Lowry apartment complex.

From the Denver Post:

The late-night home invasion was “100%
gang activity,” Chamberlain said. “There
is a high assumption” the suspects are af-
filiated with the Venezuelan gang Tren de
Aragua, which has been known to oper-
ate at Edge of Lowry, but that hasn t been
confirmed, he said.

“This complex is an incredibly problem-
atic complex,” Chamberlain said. “It is
an incredibly crime-riddled complex.’

s

Stand by for a stern lecture from Kyle
Clark that “crime-riddled complex” does
not mean it’s been “taken over” by Tren de
Aragua.

Cbz Management
(@CbzManagement)

No matter how anyone tries to spin it,
the truth is the truth and the truth will
come out.

These gangs have been allowed to take
over our apartment buildings and terror-
ize innocent people.

We hope the message is learned so it
doesn’t spread any more! pic.twitter.
com/OdvgKSpHaz

— December 17, 2024

Clark and Gov. Polis are especially sensi-
tive to the Democrats’ open border brand
being tarnished by violent crimes commit-
ted by violent migrants and gang members
going unchecked through (checks notes)
Democrats’ open borders.

Stay finely tuned for developing news, like
whether the suspects have been arrested
and confirmed gang affiliation.

Because as soon as its day-old news, the
usual media suspects will begin down-
playing the connection to migrants, and
thus the open border policy, to the vicious-
ness of crimes like these occurring in other
Colorado cities and nationwide.

The guilty culprits behind this attack
should be at the top of Trump’s list for
deportation, and we urge the Aurora Police
to assist them out the doors.

Nick Sortor (@nicksortor)

- JUST IN: The Aurora, Colorado Police

Chief is BLASTING the Biden adminis-
tration for allowing illegal gangs to pour
across the border

Chief Chamberlain says he spoke with
someone at the White House, who told
him “once these immigrants get across
the border, that’s all we care... pic.twit-
ter.com/qIm2E4rfNS

— December 17, 2024

Please see; https://coloradopeakpolitics.
com/2024/12/18/brutal-home-invasion-
by-14-venezuelans-in-aurora-now-can-
we-blame-open-borders/

TCHIALL HOLUSING-
OFFORTUNITY
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by Nash Herman, Complete
Colorado Page Two

he University of Colorado’s

Leeds School of Business re-
cently released their 60th annual
Business Outlook for 2025, and,
despite a moderate outlook in
2025, the report includes some
disturbing trends in the Colorado
economy. Let’s take a look at
some of what’s going wrong.

Troubling trends

As pointed out by Denver Post
business writer Aldo Svaldi,
Colorado was the fifth fastest
growing economy in the country
in the last 15 years, but was 41st
this year.

In terms of personal income
growth, Colorado moved from
third to 39th.

Although Colorado only moved
down from sixth to 15th for em-
ployment growth, it comes with
the caveat that the job gains this
year were skewed toward govern-
ment, education and healthcare,
and leisure and hospitality.

Conversely, the growth of the
high-paying professional and
business services industry has
continued a downward trend
since 2022.

Fueled by slowing migration
to Colorado and an aging pop-
ulation, Colorado’s labor force

Colorado State News
Course Correction Needed for

growth ranking also moved from
sixth to 29th.

Taxes, spending and regulation

Obviously, some of the problems
with Colorado’s economy are ex-
ternally caused, like the linger-
ing effects of the pandemic and
subsequent inflation from federal
spending.

However, 1 think there is still
more to be said as to why
Colorado’s economy seems to be
stuttering now.

Colorado’s shift toward bigger
government and away from the
free market is why these problems
are beginning to manifest. Over-
regulation, over-spending, and
over-taxation are the key culprits.
To Coloradans who have wit-
nessed the economy’s decline,
the most noticeable difference
between today and twenty years
ago is that the state now more
closely resembles California
more than the entreprencurial
Colorado of old.

As of 2023, Colorado was the
12th most heavily regulated
state in the country with 165,994
regulatory restrictions according
to the Mercatus Center.

Even more recently, the Colorado
Chamber of Commerce ranked
Colorado as the sixth most
regulated state in the nation, with
nearly half of its roughly 200,000

regulations being “excessive or
duplicative®.

Unfortunately, most who turn to
government to regulate business-
es often do so hoping to restrict
big corporations from exploiting
workers and the environment.

What really happens is that
increased regulations raise the
barrier to entry for small busi-
nesses and consolidate more
of the market share for big
corporations.

In other words, heavy government
regulation actually entrench-
es monopolies and hurts small
business, which make up 99.5
percent of Colorado businesses
and 47.3 percent of employees.

Aside from increasing regula-
tions, the state government is
dealing with a self-inflicted bud-
get crisis that drags down the
economy.

Those who favor bigger govern-
ment over the market consistent-
ly blame the Taxpayer’s Bill of
Rights (TABOR) for harming
government’s ability to offer
services and grow the economy.

Actually, TABOR allows the
government to reasonably grow
along with inflation and popu-
lation growth.

The real cause of the budget
crisis is overspending.

Colorado received a windfall
from the federal government
during the COVID pandemic.

By creating new programs and
tax loopholes with COVID funds,
the state legislature now “needs”
more money to continue propping
up the new spending obligations.

Turning the ship

Despite the worrying trends of
Colorado’s economy, the solu-
tions are as simple as state
government  basically  doing
the opposite of what it is doing
currently.

Deregulation frees individuals
and small businesses to keep
more of their money and take
risks, and lowers the cost of liv-
ing and doing business.

Simplifying the tax code, ideally
by removing tax breaks and low-
ering or removing the income tax
would again help individuals and
small businesses in terms of both
affordability and freedom, crucial
ingredients for a growing econo-
my.

In Jared Polis’ six years as gov-
ernor, the Colorado legislature
passed or significantly altered
over 200 tax breaks for special
interests.

Instead, the government could
remove tax breaks and use that

Colorado's Economic Outlook

additional revenue to “buy down”
the income tax rate for everyone
— all without affecting the state
budget.

In fact, lowering or removing
the income tax would dispro-
portionately help lower-income
earners, as they need less money
back in their pockets than higher
earners to considerably improve
affordability.

The combination of less regula-
tion, responsible spending, and
lower taxes could immediately
produce more entrepreneurship
and thrift, as well as a stronger
economic forecast in future Leeds
business outlooks.

Nash Herman is a fiscal policy
analyst at the Independence
Institute, a free market think tank
in Denver.

(Editor/GG: The democrats have
virtually destroyed our state.
Monumental state government
expansion over the last 20 years.
Monster tax/fee increases. In-
sane regulations. DEI hiring the
least qualified people. On and
on. When are the working people
going to wake up?)

Please see: https://pagetwo.
completecolorado.com/
2024/12/20/herman-course-
correction-needed-for-colorados-
economic-outlook/
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BEST & WORST

from page 2

off passengers at unscheduled locations,
with a $1000 fine per violation.
With limited resources, the county
commissioners expressed an obligation
to serve their citizens first and noted the
inhumane lure of bringing migrants to a
cold climate without proper resources. The
county commissioners voted in support of
legal immigration channels, despite two
Colorado laws passed under Governor Polis
(HB19-1124, HB23-1100) which prohibit
local governments from collaborating with
federal agents to enforce legal immigration
and detention of illegal entries. Castle
Rock, one of the main cities in Douglas
County, has the sixth lowest crime rate
in Colorado and did not experience the
financial strain on resources like Denver
which treated its taxpayers like second
class citizens to prioritize migrants..

The Worst Homelessness Policy

Prior to the surge of 40,000 migrants in
2024, Denver reported 9,000 homeless
people in 2023. Denver created a “Denver
Basic Income Project” to give cash to
homeless people. The program has no
requirements or restrictions on how people
spend the money. This program gave out
$6.5 million to 800 people, with payments
ranging from $50 to $1,000 per month.
The mid-project report of a 12-month
study indicates only a 30% increase in
people living in homes. How many of these
people returned to homelessness after the
program? This program does not mitigate
mental health or addictions which interfere
with employment.

A Denver Gazette report compared the
Denver homeless strategy to all other large
U.S cities. The Denver homeless crisis
cost taxpayers $274 million from 2021-
2024. Other large U.S. cities have had
better success with a focus on permanent
housing, rather than emergency shelters
and temporary transition services which
perpetuate home-lessness. In the past
five years, the number of people entering
homeless services increased 179% in
Denver, while most other large U.S.
cities have had declines. Only two out of
10 people exiting homeless programs in
Denver find permanent housing. Denver
has one of the lowest successful exit rates
out of homeless services compared to the
other largest U.S. cities as reported in a
data-based report the Denver Gazette,
“There are two or three large non-profits
who are receiving the lion’s share of tax
dollars to operate programs which are, in
essence, not solving the problem.”

The Best Homelessness Policies

In ancient times, debtors worked for
seven years under a master’s provision
for food and shelter until they could pay
off a debt. In colonial times, indentured
servants learned a trade while living in a
dormitory setting until they could support
their own independence. These options
were regarded as compassionate and
responsible. Modern psychology agrees
that fostering “resilience” requires pur-
poseful work in society.

The Denver Gazette reported, “The whole
argument has been that our cities are
spending so much money on the front
end, providing emergency rooms, jail, and
detox services to people, that if you would
just house them and provide them with
mental health and substance abuse services
and stabilize them, you would spend a lot
less money than you would by using some
of the most expensive units of service
that cities have available to them,” Van
Leeuwen said.

A faith-based program at Denver Rescue
Mission Harvest Farm allows men to live
in a peer house if they work on the farm
and remain sober. Programs like these,
which provide long-term housing, foster

resilience by giving people skills which
lead to employment and by recovering
people to sobriety which leads to stability.

Aurora passed a “tough love” program in
June of 2024 for addressing challenges of
homeless people called HEART: Housing,
Employment,  Addiction, = Recovery,
Teamwork. This program puts low level
offenders (panhandling and stealing) on
probation until they complete the court-
ordered program and then charges are
dropped. During the program, homeless
people are connected to resources for
shelter and other needs. Time will tell if the
Aurora program of accountability is better
than Denver’s program of handouts.

The Worst Crime Policy

According to U.S. News & World Report,
Colorado became the third most dangerous
state in the nation as of 2024.

Ignoring crime is the worst deterrent to
crime. As the New York Post reported
“Colorado Gov. Jared Polis dismissed
anger over Venezuelan gang Tren de
Aragua taking over apartment buildings
in the Denver suburb of Aurora, calling
it ‘imagination” — despite video footage,
police reports, and the city’s mayor
confirming it’s happening.” Aurora Mayor
Coffman said, “the buildings were used as
taxpayer-funded migrant housing, which
is what gave the gangs a foothold.” In
response to Aurora City Council members
reporting shootouts and brutal beatings,
Polis’ spokesperson responded to the New
York Post, “the governor really hopes that
the city council members in charge stop
trashing their own city when they are
supposed to keep it safe.” This is what
some call “governor gaslighting.”

The Best Crime Policy

Car theft is down in 2024 in Colorado,
likely because SB23-097 made all car theft
a felony. In 2022, a total of 41,656 vehicles
were stolen, the highest year for auto theft
per capita in Colorado. In June of 2023 with
SB-97, a total of 32,976 cars were stolen, a
20% decrease from 2022. Colorado’s 2024
data projects a 45% decrease in car theft
from 2022.

Kia and Hyundai are among the top ten
most stolen cars in Colorado due to lack
of anti-theft features. Many older Kia and
Hyundai models were not equipped with
electronic immobilizers, which prevent
the engine from starting without the
correct key.

Violent crimes are also decreasing
in Colorado. Research indicates that
prosecution of crimes in lower offenses
reduce crimes in higher offenses.

The Worst Tax Policy

Colorado has seven legislators who are
members of the Democratic Socialists
of America. Their ideology opposes
penalties for criminals (the oppressed),
and their ideology enacts penances for
the alleged oppressors (business owners,
property owners, and producers of goods
and services.) Redistribution of wealth is
evident with the assault on property owners
to fund social welfare programs while
circumventing the consent of taxpayers.

In 2024, the property tax wars in Colorado
resulted in a second taxpayer-funded
special session, to address Coloradan’s
average increase of 25% in property
taxes. The 2024 legislative session failed
again to bring significant relief to property
taxes which are making Colorado homes
unaffordable. As reported by CPR,

“House Bill 1001 permanently reduces
property tax rates for homeowners by
about two percent. That’s a savings of
about $50 for a $500,000 home in an area
with average tax burden. It will have a
greater impact on some non-residential
owners, reducing their tax burden by about
seven percent in the near term, and more in

later years. That’s about $800 for a typical
$1 million property.”

Homeowners in Colorado are not relieved
over a $50 savings when they are paying
$3,050 in property taxes for a $600,000
home.

The Best Tax Policy

Local governments which decided to
make tax cuts during this time protected
homeowners from being taxed out of their
homes. Douglas County Commissioners
approved tax relief checks averaging $190.
The owners of businesses and homes will
migrate to counties which protect them
from excessive taxation.

Worst Affordable Housing Plan

The average price of a Denver area home
is $595,000. As reported by CPR, the
Progressives’ solution to more affordable
housing involves building high density
housing near public transport, authorizing
“accessory dwelling units” (tiny houses),
eliminating parking space requirements
(to coerce public transport use), removing
occupancy limits, and enacting anti-
eviction laws among other dystopian ideas
along with government land grabs.

Best Affordable Housing Plan

As reported by The Common Sense
Institute Colorado, in “Unlocking Housing
Affordability in Denver:”

“Reevaluate Expanding Housing Afford-
ability: In light of the significant decline
in housing permits following the imple-
mentation of Denver’s EHA ordinance,
a comprehensive review of the ordinance
is warranted. While the intent of the
EHA is to facilitate the development of
affordable housing, the evidence suggests
it may inadvertently be hindering Denver s
capacity to meet housing demands,
counterproductively  restricting — supply.
Denver leaders should consider eliminat-
ing or adjusting EHA to facilitate rather
than  hinder  housing  development,
potentially by modifying fee structures or
offering more flexible compliance options.

Significantly Increase Zoned Capacity:
Denver currently lacks the zoned ca-
pacity necessary to foster a regulatory
environment that supports the most
affordable housing types and supply. To
address this, it is essential that Denver
increases the percentage of land zoned for
multifamily developments. Additionally,
there must be a significant reduction in
barriers to the construction of duplexes,
triplexes, and quadplexes, often referred
to as the “missing middle” or “light touch
density” especially in areas currently
zoned exclusively for single-family homes.

Radically Accelerate Permit Processes:
The efficiency of Denver’s permitting
process is paramount to keeping pace
with the urgent needs of Denvers housing
market. Inspired by the successful fast-
track permitting initiatives in San Diego
and Los Angeles, Denver should adopt
similar measures to streamline and expe-
dite its permitting processes to include
market rate housing. This approach will
reduce developmental costs and timelines,
allowing for greater financial feasibility
of projects during this high cost of capital
market environment. This will thereby
encourage more developers, across all
housing types, be they affordable, middle
and market rate to invest in Denver, creating
greater supply on an annual basis.”

Worst Cost-of-Living Policy

Coloradoans are also paying taxes
disingenuously called enterprise “fees”
at every transaction: bags at the grocery
store, Amazon purchases, food delivery
services, and ride shares. In the 2024
legislative session, Democrats introduced
an outrageous bill for a pet ownership
fee, to include fish and insects. Other bills
aimed to impose fees on phones, alcohol,

tires, rental cars, and moving trucks. Every
area of life is taxable under the current
Colorado government, with the use of
“fees” to avoid taxpayer approval required
by TABOR.

As a result, a Colorado Polling Institute
reported in a survey on cost of living
(March 2024) that 61% of voters said they
have considered moving or recently moved
due to financial considerations, and 53% of
voters said they were worse off than four
years ago.

Best Cost-of-Living Policy

By Constitutional amendment, fees should
be defined as a tax, and need voter approval
per TABOR.

Worst Economic Policy

The current legislative body and governor
have a disdain for the three main industries
of Colorado: agriculture, oil and gas, and
tourism. Colorado has recently released
wolves onto public lands to kill cattle, and
then after backlash, legislators offered a
bill to ranchers for non-lethal mitigation
measures. The legislature also introduced
a bill to ban oil and gas drilling, while
the Governor has goals to force electric-
only policies on the public by 2030.
The legislature also introduced a bill to
decimate the mountain tourism industry
with a 400% increased tax rate on rental
properties. These bills did not pass this
session, but the goals are clear.

The leadership of Colorado is killing
the economy. The Colorado Chamber of
Commerce issued a report that that found
that Colorado is the 6th most regulated
state in the country, and the excessive
regulations on industries are crushing the
state’s economy. Fewer people want to
move to Colorado. As reported by KDVR,
in 2013, 1 in 12 people who were moving
to a new state were moving to Colorado. In
2023, that changed to 1 in every 120 people.
Business incentives are not working as
reported in The Colorado Sun, “Colorado
offered $1.45 billion in incentives to attract
new business. About 5% was claimed.”

Best Economic Policy

The best economic policy is to pressure
Colorado leadership to support the
industries which have demonstrated
success in Colorado. In 2024, the National
Western Stock Show brought 671,467
visitors to Denver and sold $1,374,000
worth of livestock. In 2023, the Stock
Show generated a $171 million impact
on the state’s economy. This is indicative
of the thriving agriculture and cattle
industry which are not valued under the
current administration. Colorado’s parks
bring in $7 billion each year, and yet
the Denver Airport does not feature any
park information for tourists. The oil and
gas industry has over 300,000 jobs in
Colorado and provides significant funding
for schools through taxes, in addition to
heating 7 out of 10 homes with natural gas,
and yet it took 200 people to testify against
a bill that would ban oil and gas drilling in
Colorado in 2030 to defeat it.

Conclusion

My hope is that liberal, independent, and
conservative voters will engage like never
before at the Colorado capitol in the new
session in January 2025. Furthermore, I
will make the dire prediction that if there is
not unprecedented citizen backlash at the
Colorado capitol, then greater Denver area
businesses and communities are on track
to become a wasteland, much like the once
thriving Motor City of Detroit.

Pam Long is a graduate of the United
States Military Academy at West Point,
US Army Veteran, and a former Medical
Intelligence Officer.

Please see https://kimmonson.com/
featured_articles/best-and-worst-of-
colorado-politics-2024/



18

Sangre de Cristo Sentinel

Friday, December 27 2024

The Liberty

Tree

Religion, The Constitution & Culture
State, National, & World

‘All That Is Necessary for the Triumph of Evil Is That Good Men Do Nothing™— Edmund Burke

The Daily Jot

Daily reporting and analysis of current events
from a biblical and prophetic perspective.
NOTE: When writing about God and Jesus,

The Daily Jot means YHVH as God and Yeshua Ha Mashiach

as Jesus--the actual original names and the true nature and
character of them.

FBI Insurrection

Arecent report by the U.S. Inspector General indicates
that there were 26 Confidential Human Sources (CHS)
blending in with protestors at the Capitol on January
6, 2020. The report says 17 of them illegally entered
the Capitol and/or restricted areas. None of them
were authorized to break the law. None of them have
been prosecuted. Christopher Wray, the disgraced
FBI Director who resigned prior to the report, told
Congress there were no FBI undercover agents or CHS
at the Capitol on Jan. 6 in previous testimony. The
report exposes FBI involvement in January 6 and is
just another piece of a puzzle where the FBI may have
been instrumental in fomenting perhaps the greatest
insurrection in American history.

While the FBI, the Biden White House, Congressional
Democrats, and the mainstream media still maintain
no FBI undercover agents were involved on January
6, it is a very thin line of deception. The report says,
“We found no evidence in the materials we reviewed
or the testimony we received showing or suggesting
that the FBI had undercover employees in the various
protest crowds, or at the Capitol, on January 6.” That’s
what you will hear in the mainstream media. Truth is,
as the report confirms, there were 26 independent
FBI consultants called CHS that were undercover and
directly supervised by FBI “handling agents.” There
were undercover FBI assets at Jan. 6 blending with
the crowd and participating. They are not technically
undercover agents because they are technically CHS,
an undercover asset.

On the day of Wray’s resignation, President-elect
Trump wrote in an email to The Daily Jot: “The resig-
nation of Christopher Wray is a great day for America
as it will end the Weaponization of what has become
known as the United States Department of Injustice.
| just don’t know what happened to him. Under the
leadership of Christopher Wray, the FBI illegally
raided my home, without cause, worked diligently on
illegally impeaching and indicting me, and has done
everything else to interfere with the success and future
of America.” Putting this in perspective, the FBI also
was responsible for the fake Russian dossier against
Trump in the 2016 campaign that led to Obama,
Clinton and the Democratic National Committee spying
on the Trump campaign and the subsequent Mueller
investigation on Russian collusion that found nothing.

The FBI has instigated years of false flag events and
false evidence against Trump in an all-out effort
with the Democratic Party to ensure Trump could
not regain the White House. Given that the 2020
election was also hijacked—Biden getting the most
votes in history, about 15 million more than any other
candidate—it is no great leap to consider an FBI role
in election interference above and beyond the Russian
collusion hoax and other incidents of note. This begs
the question: Is it possible the FBI was instrumental
in fomenting the greatest insurrection in American
history? As Christ said in Luke 8:17, “For nothing is
hidden which will not become manifest, nor secret
which shall not be known and come to light.” May it
be true for those who would call evil good and good
evil and perpetrate such deception upon those they
are to serve.

Bill Wilson
Sources:

https://oig.justice.gov/news/doj-oig-releases-report-
fbis-handling-its-confidential-human-sources-and-
intelligence
https://oig.justice.gov/sites/default/files/
reports/25-011_0.pdf

Dailyjot.com Printed with permission.

Still Stupid in America

Why America’s Government Run
School System Is Failing

by Larry Sand,
FrontPageMag.com

n a memorable April 1995 video,

Apple founder Steve Jobs declared,
“The unions are the worst thing that
ever happened to education because
it’s not a meritocracy. It turns into a
bureaucracy, which is exactly what has
happened. The teachers can’t teach,
and administrators run the place, and
nobody can be fired. It’s terrible....”

Then in January 2006, John Stossel’s
eye-opening documentary, “Stupid in
America”,wasaired. Theinvestigative
ABC show was billed as “a nasty title
for a program about public education,
but some nasty things are going on in
America’s public schools, and it’s about
time we face up to it... The longer kids
stay in American schools, the worse
they do in international competition.
They do worse than kids from poorer
countries that spend much less money
on education, ranking behind not only
Belgium but also Poland, the Czech
Republic, and South Korea...This
should come as no surprise if you
remember that public education in
the United States is a government mon-
opoly. Don’t like your public school?
Tough. The school is terrible? Tough.
Your taxes fund that school regardless
of whether it’s good or bad. That’s
why government monopolies routinely
fail their customers. Union-dominated
monopolies are even worse.”

Sadly, since Jobs’ comments and
Stossel’s documentary, public school
performance has not improved. The
latest example of our descent is shown
by the scores on the most recent
Trends in International Mathematics
and Science Study (TIMSS), an
assessment administered to 650,000
4th and 8th graders in 64 countries.

The 2023 test, the results of which
were released on December 4th,
revealed that average U.S. math
scores declined sharply between 2019
and 2023, falling 18 points for 4th
graders and 27 points for 8th graders.
Internationally, this puts the U.S., a
purported world leader, at 22nd of 63
education systems for 4th-grade math
and 20th of 45 education systems for
8th-grade math.

Additionally, average U.S. math
scores for both 4th and 8th graders
reverted to performance levels
of 1995, the first year the TIMSS
assessment was administered,
meaning any progress made since
Steve Jobs’ damning comments has
been erased.

Peggy Carr, National Center for
Education Statistics Commissioner,
summed up the dreary results,
asserting that the phenomenon is
particularly troubling because the
U.S. is an outlier compared to other

countries. She added that among 29
education systems that participated
in both the 2011 and 2019 iterations
of TIMSS, the U.S. was the only one
that saw widening score gaps between
top and bottom-scoring students in
both subjects and both grade levels.

The TIMMS results are hardly unique.
The 2022 NAEP, or “Nation’s Report
Card,” showed that nationwide,
29% of the nation’s 8th graders are
proficient in reading, while just 26%
are proficient in math.

facilities, as well as some of the costs
of durable items like buildings and
computers. The unfunded liabilities
of post-employment non-pension
benefits (like health insurance) are
also not included.

Just Facts also finds that “the average
inflation-adjusted cost of private
K—12 schools in the 2019-20 school
year was $9,709 per student. In
contrast, the cost for public schools
was $17,013 per student—or 75%
more than private schools.”

“U.S. math scores declined sharply
between 2019 and 2023, falling 18 points
for 4th graders and 27 points for 8th graders.”

The NAEP in 2022 also disclosed that
just 13% of 8th graders met proficiency
standards for U.S. history, meaning
they could explain major themes,
periods, events, people, ideas, and
turning points in the country’s history.
Additionally, about 20% of students
scored at or above the proficient level
in civics. Both scores represent all-
time lows on these two tests.

Sadly, many parents are fooled by
their kids’ lack of knowledge as
teachers frequently resort to grade
inflation. In fact, a recent study from
the Equitable Grading Project of
about 33,000 middle school and high
school grades found that almost 60%
of students’ grades did not match
their course knowledge according to
standardized tests. The mismatches
were highest among Black and
Hispanic students and those from
families who qualify for free or
reduced-price lunches.

Those with a vested interest in
government-run schools invariably
blame underfunding for abysmal
education results. But reality tells a
different story.

According to Just Facts, which is
dedicated to researching verifiable
data about public policy issues, the
U.S. spent $1.2 trillion on education
in 2022. The bulk of the outlay,
$834 billion, went to elementary
and secondary education, while
$226 billion was disbursed to higher
education, and $121 billion went to
libraries and other forms of education.

This total breaks down to $8,993 for
every household in the U.S., 4.6%
of the U.S. gross domestic product,
and 14% of the government’s current
expenditures. It’s important to note
that these figures don’t include land
purchases for schools and other

What can we do about this deplorable
state of affairs?

“Dismantling the Department of Edu-
cation won’t make any measurable
difference in educational outcomes,”
writes Michael Petrilli, president of
the Thomas B. Fordham Institute. “If
you want real transformation, fight
the elected school boards, defang the
unions, and create alternatives to the
public schools.”

Petrill is correct, but more than
anything, parents need to take charge.
If your state has a private choice
program, see if there is a school that
is a better fit for your child. Or maybe
there is a high-performing local
charter school that does a better job
than your zip code-mandated public
school.

Another option for parents is to
provide education for their kids in
the same way they provide food,
clothing, and shelter, and indeed,
homeschooling rates continue to rise.
Brian Ray, president of the National
Home Education Research Institute,
declares that there are currently about
3.2 million students educated at home
in grades K-12 in the U.S. (roughly
6% of school-age children), compared
to 2.5 million in spring 2019.

Ronald Reagan once famously
quipped, “The nine most terrifying
words in the English language are:
‘I’'m from the Government, and I’'m
here to help.””

Too many children are educationally
shortchanged these days, and to turn
things around, we must stop looking
to the government—especially where
its employees are unionized—for
solutions.

Please see: https://www.frontpage-
mag.com/still-stupid-in-america/
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by Sam Bock and Jim England,
History Colorado

(Part 3 of 3)

(Editor/GG: This article was first printed
in The Colorado Magazine.)

Trials and Small Fines

Detention at Fort Leavenworth
continued for more than a month,
until some sort of mass jury trial could
be convened. On June 18, a federal jury
delivered a verdict, somehow against a
collection of 290 of Sanders’s men, finding
them collectively guilty of obstructing US
mail. This verdict did not apply to Sanders,
who had been released on bond and was
being charged in a separate case. Nor did
it apply to his engineer, similarly released
on bond. At the time of this mass trial,
however, this engineer was being referred
to as “William Lewelling,” even though
all of the prior Colorado accounts had
instead referred to Cosgrove. In any event,
“Lewelling” did not make his required
appearance on the day of that trial and was
apparently never heard of again.

The following day, 121 of those convicted
were sentenced en masse, each fined from
between twenty-five and fifty dollars, and
committed to jail for inability to pay those
fines. They were distributed among five
Kansas jails, ultimately “to be released in
small numbers so as to effectually break up
and disband the army.”

Sanders himself remained free, even
marrying a woman in Leavenworth, but
in mid-September ended up in the federal
court in Wichita, where he pled guilty,
possibly to mail obstruction as well, and
was fined fifty dollars. A short stint in jail
there ended when his “populist friends”
paid his fine. Before the end of the month,
he had returned to Colorado, saying he
would campaign around the state for the
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By Rail and River

Part3

Populist cause before that fall’s election.
He said he had been traveling around the
country “addressing audiences...as far
East as Ohio,” but apparently had never
made it to Washington, DC.

Any notion that his legal worries were
behind him were ended just days after
that fall election, when he was arrested in
Pueblo on the warrant that had been issued
way back when the train was first hijacked.
Sanders’s plea that he had already been
punished in Kansas for the transaction
was unsuccessful, because this arrest was
for seizure of Rio Grande property, not
for mail obstruction. Sanders was released
on bond, and returned in two weeks for
the scheduled trial, only to learn that Rio
Grande officials were not willing to see the
prosecution proceed.

Although newspapers throughout the
country had provided extensive coverage
to the Pueblo train theft and its aftermath,
the dismissal of charges represented the end
of any significant publicity for Sanders,
and little record of his later life remains.
He did make it to Washington—but it was
Washington state, where he lived before
moving to California, dying at age sixty-
nine or seventy in San Francisco on January
16, 1936. Nothing at all can be discovered
of the fate of Cosgrove (or the mysterious
Lewelling). The rest of Sanders’s army
apparently scattered, with some of them
no doubt returning to Cripple Creek. Upon
returning, they would have discovered
that they had missed out on the dramatic
escalation of the miners’ strike they had
left, culminating in late May with blown-
up mines, and fatal encounters between
strikers and more than a thousand “private
deputies” hired by the mine owners.

Engine 817’s Engineer Buerger received
one later newspaper mention, albeit
posthumously. In 1900 he slipped under-
neath his own locomotive (Engine No. 621
this time) and was “ground to pieces.”

FYI...

for your information...

While the dramatic course of Sanders’s
wild train ride was noteworthy because
of how much distance was reached, it was
not the only instance of Coxey’s followers
“stealing” a train. In early 1894, trains were
commandeered in Oregon, Idaho, Utah,
Montana, and Wyoming, though generally
no great distances were achieved.

housing and food after several weeks, and
instead offered free one-way rail tickets out
of town.

In the spring of 1894, many homeless men
returned to River Front Park, where they
were joined by Coxeyites, many from
California. “Before long, River Front Park
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Sanders’ Colorado contingent were not the only Coxeyites to steal a train. A group
from Idaho made it all the way to Green River, Wyoming, with their stolen engine. This
photo shows them being escorted onto a train back to Idaho by federal troops.

Courtesy Sweetwater County Historical Museum

Coxey’s Navy on the Platte

The origins of Denver’s contingent of
Coxeyites are somewhat different. As
1893’s depression progressed, Denver saw
an influx of unemployed and homeless
men. In the summer of 1893, they were
gathered by the hundreds, housed in tents
and fed in “Camp Relief” in the River Front
Park west of downtown Denver along
the Platte River. City officials ended the

Subscribe to the
Sangre de Cristo Sentinel

had 1,500-1,800 residents, the largest
encampment of Coxeyites in the country.”
But the railroads were now not interested
in providing free fare out of town. The
Coxeyites’ elected leader, “General”
William Grayson, publicly announced an
effort to capture an empty freight train.

RAIL & RIVER
see page 23
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The Second Amendment Corner

Liberty’s Line in the Sand

‘Blessed be the LORD my Rock, Who trains my hands for war, And my fingers for battle—"A Psalm of David, Psalm 144:1
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Henry 22 Mag Lever Action Rifle
Great for the Family

by Van Hart, ammoland.com

Actor Matthew McConaughey
starred as the lead male
role in the 2016 movie “The
Free State of Jones.” He played
the real-life Confederate soldier
Newt Knight, who, after deserting
the failing Confederate Army,
returned to his home in Jones
County, Mississippi. War widows
and orphans were trying to survive
without husbands and fathers, and
now the local Confederate state
militias were seizing (stealing)
the food, supplies, and anything
else not nailed down to allegedly
support the dying cause of
the South.

In one scene, Newt Knight is
checking on a neighboring farm
wife/widow only to discover that
the local food-stealing militia is
on its way to rob the woman and
her children. McConaughey’s
character, Newt Knight, organizes
the desperate farm family into an
impromptu resistance fighting
force. When the looters in uni-
form showed up, everyone on the
farm was standing in the front
yard waiting for them with a
firearm in their hands. Including
the youngest daughter, who could
barely raise a single shot pistol,
but she held her ground until
the uniformed bandit trash left
in fear of their lives. Of course,
they threatened to return better-
manned and better-armed to force
the potentially starving family to
comply.

Never underestimate the power of
a family-size group of people, all
armed with rifles pointing in the
same direction, supporting the
cause of defense and resistance
to evil.
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Anthony Imperato, owner of Henry, and Pete Hegseth formally of
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Fox News who is now the nomination for the Secretary of Defense
and four of his children at the Henry Rifle factory in Rice Lake,

Wisconsin.

There are a lot of Americans who
are not gun people. They have no
interest in hunting, and they do not
want to own and shoot firearms
just for the sake of shooting. And
there are some who truly do not
believe in the private ownership
of firearms. Those are the ones
who get to their cell phones the
fastest to call for armed help to
demand instant response in times
of crisis and need.

I suggest there needs to be another
group of armed Americans. The
American family unit that may
never hunt or own firearms to just
shoot, but the American family
that organizes all family members
to have a rifle in waiting to defend
their home in case destructive evil
shows up at their front door.

If every adult and child over the
age of ten has a rifle assigned
to them and practices loading
and shooting that rifle, you have

created a family-friendly home
defense force. Teach the more
responsible younger children how
to reload.

The major suggestion is to
standardize the make, type of
rifle, and caliber of the cartridge.

(This column is not for the current
gun owners of America. Those
of you who have lots of “Black
Rifles” hi-capacity handguns and
pump action fighting shotguns
are not really going to get much
out of this concept. This column
is for the non-gun owners who
want to remain on the “surface of
society” as non-gun owners but
want to be somewhat ready for
the day evil arrives suddenly and
911 is not working that day.)

The Henry .22mag rifle is my
recommendation for arming
in mass the currently unarmed
American family. These rifles are

lighter than their counterpart lever
actions chambered in centerfire
cartridges. Most hold 10 or more
rounds of ammo and a .22mag
round coming out of a rifle barrel
will ruin a four-legged deer or a
two-legged “walker’s” day.

Small-framed adults and older
children can easily raise and
fire the Henry .22mag. Even
the little farm daughter in “The
Free State of Jones” could have
laid a Henry .22mag lever gun
across a windowsill and presented
a menacing presence while
delivering suppression fire to
support the family in their home
defense needs.

You can buy and shoot for training
a lot more .22mag ammo over
any centerfire cartridge. A box
of 50 rounds of .22mag weighs
much less than 50 rounds of 30-
30 or .357 mag. If you have to
shoot and move and keep moving
to survive than .22mag ammo is
easier to carry on the run.

The Henry .22mag Mare’s Leg is
a great back up piece. Not really
a handgun but much smaller
than a rifle. The enclosed 12.5
inch barrel greatly enhances the
velocity of the .22mag over the
same round fired out of a revolver.

If every member of your family
has a Henry lever action .22mag
rifle assigned to them and they
know how and when to use the
rifle, your family’s chances of
survival in time of crisis just went
up by a multiple factor.

Envision the concept of multiple
Henry Golden Boy lever action
rifles chambered in .22mag in
the hands of Jewish-American

Families in time of crisis. Gives
enhanced meaning to the term
“Never-Again.”

There are other guns and other
cartridges that can and should be
used to Protect and Provide for
your family if the world becomes
an ugly place. Most people do
not really think that will happen
on “their watch”. I hope they are
correct. These people do not tend
to prepare for the unexpected
or want anyone to know they
may even be concerned about
a “crisis”.

This is where picking one firearm
and one cartridge that a non-gun
person can handle with limited
training and then plus-up their
family’s ability to contribute to
the defense of the home front
with their own Henry rifle in
.22mag. This means you are
serious about getting ready and
staying ready. Doing this and not
being intimidated by your “tool”
of preparedness—your family’s
collective group of the one rifle
and one -cartridge concept to
defend the day.

Windage and Elevation, Mrs.
Langdon....windage and eleva-
tion, said John Wayne in the
1969 movie “The Undefeated,”
during a scene where women and
children fought alongside their
men folk against outnumbering
odds of evil.

Protect and Provide with a little
family coordination.

Please see: https://www.
ammoland.com/2024/12/henry-
22-mag-lever-action-rifle-great-
for-the-family/

XM42 Lite Flamethrower, Handheld & Civilian Legal

s

by by Jens “Rex Nanorum’
Hammer, Ammoland.com

(Editor/GG: You know you need
one. Small, lite, good range, no
NICS check. Will come in handy
some day....)

‘x Je’ve all been in a situa-
tion where a flamethrower
could have been handy, right?

Maybe someone needs a huge
brush pile roasted, but it’s pouring
rain. Perhaps your guitar- riffing
friend is putting on a concert,
but the lack of pyrotechnics
really shows how little he’s been
practicing. Or maybe you just
want to celebrate freedom and
the American way by slinging
flammable dino juice out to
“first down” territory. Let’s not
get bogged down in the why
of a flamethrower, rather we
should dive into the how of a

flamethrower. Introducing the

XM42 Lite Flamethrower.

Flamethrowers are in essence,
pretty simple machines. They’re
similar to the fuel system in a car,
really. A fuel tank, fuel pump,
pilot light, power source and
go button make up the 5.5 Ib.
package (sans fuel). The XM42
Lite is really just a (massively
flammable) squirt gun for (safety-
conscious) adults.

Let’s break down the construction
just a little more. The pilot light
is fueled by a < 230-gram butane
canister, commonly used for
camping cookstoves. The pilot
is sparked by a piezo-electric
igniter, which similarly shares a
common lineage with camp gear
and propane barbecue grills.

The XM42 Lite has a .3-gallon
fuel tank, good for around 25

seconds of burn time unless a
smaller diameter nozzle is used.
The larger XM42-M (modular)
has a bigger tank, expandable
from 4 gallons to a 3-gallon
backpack. Acceptable fuel types
(or mixes thereof) are unleaded gas,
diesel and ethanol. The XM42 Lite
with it’s top-mounted, gravity-fed
tank can also utilize jellied fuels
for increased throw distance and

better burn on target. For wet
agricultural piles, indeed. The
whole package is run by a 2200
mAh rechargeable battery, of
lithium polymer construct.

XM42 Lite

Setup is easy. Once you’ve
opened the box and unloaded
the contents, you’re looking at
the flamethrower and the battery

charger... that’s it. My friendly
local salesman tossed in a butane
canister as well, one of those small
extras that turn a gun shop into a
favorite gun shop. Use an allen
key to remove the four allen head
bolts on the bottom of the housing
and pull out the battery. Plug it
into the charger and a couple of
hours later it’ll be all juiced up.
Return it back to the housing
from whence it came, plug it in
and tighten those 4 bolts back up.
Screw the butane canister into the
pilot light assembly, fill the fuel
tank and you’re ready to go.

Open the gas valve for the pilot
light and spark the piezoelectric
igniter. You now have an expen-
sive blowtorch. Press the power
button (left side of the receiver)

FLAME THROWER
see page 21
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The Sauer 505 Bolt Action Rifle in .223 Rem.,
243 Rem., 308 Win., & 6.5 Creedmoor

by F. Riehl, Editor in Chief,
ammoland.com

San Antonio, Texas — The long-
awaited Sauer 505 Bolt Action
Rifle is now shipping in the
United States after its impressive
debut in Europe last year.

This bolt-action rifle from J.P.
Sauer and Sohn is an engineering
masterpiece, delivering timeless
elegance, absolute accuracy, and
exceptional versatility.

It is available in four stock
options — walnut (wood grade 5),
traditional synthetic, synthetic
thumbhole, or carbon fiber — and
features a robust, lightweight
skelatonized steel chassis. Bolt
cycling is silky smooth, and the

interchangeable, cold hammer-
forged precision barrels allow for
quick and easy caliber changes.
Hunters can select between four
pre-set trigger weights from 0.77
Ibs. to up to 2.75 lbs.

The ergonomically perfected
manual cocking system is safe,
lightweight, quiet, and easy on
the thumb. Once ready to shoot,
simply apply slight pressure with
your thumb to cock the rifle.
Uncocking and unloading in the
uncocked position is just as easy.

Sauer has adopted the proven
Blaser saddle mount technology
for easy and accurate optics
mounting. This quick detach
mount is designed to ensure the

Sig Sauer 505 Bolt Action

optic can be taken off the Sauer
505 and put back on while
maintaining the precise point of
aim without having to re-zero
the scope. This is a significant

advantage for those who travel
frequently.

The flush-mounted detachable
magazine features an integrated
MagLock safety that prevents

unwanted triggering of the mag-
azine button. Rifle weights range
from around 6 Ibs. with the
ultralight carbon fiber stock to
heavier-weight field options with
magnum barrels.

Available in the U.S. in the
following calibers: .222 Rem.,
223 Rem., .243 Rem., .308 Win.,
6.5 Creedmoor, .30-06 Spring.,
270 Win., 7mm Rem Mag, .300
Win. Mag, 6.5 PRC, .270 WSM,
375 H&H.

MSRP: Starting at $3,200.
(Editor/GG: Wow!)

Please see: https://www.
ammoland.com/2024/12/sauer-
505-bolt-action-rifle/

FLAME THROWER
from page 20

and once the light is on, you’re
cleared hot!

XM42 lite Flamethrower

I prepared myself for the XM42-
Lite. By that I mean I told myself
to lower expectations, based in part
on this being the least expensive
commercially available flamethrower,
and partly on a couple of videos, I
watched where this was tested in
bright desert daylight. There wasn’t
anything wrong with that video
review per se, but the visual effect
is lost in translation when filmed in
such an environment as that. [ was
expecting a squirt of flaming gas, fun
yet not massively so. I was not ready.

The whoosh of the first fireball caught
me off guard. It wasn’t supposed to
be that big! Likewise, the flames
shot out a good bit farther than I’d
anticipated. 1 didn’t measure with
a tape, but pacing off the distance
showed closer to 30 feet than the
estimated 25 feet. I felt the blast of
radiant heat, which I had figured on.
It was more potent than estimated, but

it was only when everyone standing

behind me started backing further up
that T realized really how potent it
was.

The XM42-Lite has an estimated
“cyclic” burn time of around 24
seconds for a full tank. 24 seconds
behind a flamethrower is a lot like 24
seconds behind a machine gun. You
experience time dilation during the
blissful joyride, then the abrupt stop
back into reality when it’s over. It
does not feel like less than a minute’s
worth of fun.

XM42 Lite

Don’t miss out! SUBSCRIBE Today

uty - W i

Anything worth having is worth
tinkering with, right? Given that
the XM42 Lite takes three different
fuels, it can be expected to perform
differently with various mixtures.
Above, I’'m showing straight 87
octane unleaded gasoline, but as the
dry season ends and the fall rains
commence, I’'ll be testing diesel
and ethanol mixtures and possibly
jellying mix for those stubborn, wet
burn piles.

While few may find themselves with
a practical problem to which only
a flamethrower is a solution, that
shouldn’t stop the rest of us from
checking these fantastic devices out!
The XM42 Lite is far more fun than
I expected. I don’t remember the last
time I got this much enjoyment out
of a sub-$500 gun, nor one that runs
only $2/minute on its maximum rate
of expenditure. The XM42 Lite is an
absolute blast. Now I’m wondering
how the XM42-modular runs...

Please see: https://www.ammoland.
com/2024/12/xm42-lite-flamethrow-
er-handheld-civilian-legal-review/
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Ancient Civilizations and Archaeology

The Heidelberg Barrel, located in the cellars of
Heidelberg Castle, is recognized as the largest wine
barrel globally. Made from premium oak by the skilled
German artisan M. Werner, it has an astonishing
capacity of 212,422 liters (56,000 gallons). This
enormous structure represents not only exceptional
craftsmanship but also serves as a testament to the
area’s rich winemaking tradition, drawing numerous
visitors to the castle’s historic interiors.

Please see: https://www.facebook.com/ancient.
civilizations

| just bought a new Jeep. | named
it Elizabeth Warren because it's all
white but it says it's a Cherokee

U.S. Cattle Herd Crisis Sparks
Breakout to Record High Price

by Tyler Durden,
ZeroHedge.com

nstitutional investors are increasing

bullish bets on live cattle futures,
pushing them to their highest levels
in five years, as America’s herd size
dwindles to its lowest point in more
than six decades.

The latest CFTC data via Bloomberg
shows money managers boosted
bullish live cattle bets by 3,908 net-
long positions to 126,308 last week,
the most bullish in over five years.

Additional CFTC data (courtesy of
Bloomberg):

* Long-only positions rose 5,781
lots to 140,036 in the week ending
December 10

* The long-only total was the highest
in more than five years

* Short-only positions rose 1,873 lots
to 13,728

*The short-only total was the highest
in three weeks

Chicago Mercantile Exchange live
cattle futures are reaching new
highs, driven by technical trading,
anticipation of strong consumer de-
mand heading into holidays, and the
alarming decline in overall herd size.

The shrinking beef supply has pushed
the nation’s herd size to its smallest
level since 1961. With severe
droughts, high interest rates, costly
feed prices, sliding farm income,
surging farm debt, and a shifting
consumer preference toward cheaper
chicken, struggling ranchers have
been culling heifers, preventing any
meaningful recovery in the number
of calves necessary to expand the
nation’s herds.

On top of all this, the nation’s cattle
crisis is set to worsen with new pres-
sures: first, President-elect Trump’s
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anticipated tariff war 2.0, which is
expected to tighten domestic beef
supplies, and second, immigration
reform.

“All of the things he is talking about
have potentially negative consequenc-
es more so than anything positive,”
Derrell Peel, a professor of agricul-
tural economics at Oklahoma State
University, told Bloomberg, adding,
“Our fate’s pretty well determined in
the cattle industry in the U.S. for the
next two to four years — and it’s not
looking good.”

In February, the United States
Department of Agriculture pro-
jected that the cattle herd could
begin rebuilding by 2025. However,
that timeline has since shifted to
2027. The reason is primarily because
of high interest rates and poor pasture
conditions in the Midwest.

“Even as the beef industry has expe-
rienced periods of growth over the
past decades, the animal count has
dropped almost 40% since a peak
in 1975. During the current down-
cycle, which started in 2020, the herd
has been shrinking at the fastest
pace since the big farm crisis of the
1980s,” Bloomberg noted.

If Trump introduces new tariffs, it
could disrupt the flow of imported
beef, further tightening domestic sup-
plies, which will mean supermarket
prices of ground beef are set to rise
even higher in 2025.

All things point to higher beef prices
in 2025.

Please see: https://www.zerohedge.
com/commaodities/net-bullish-live-
cattle-bets-hit-5-year-high-prices-en-
ter-bluesky-breakout-amid-us-herd
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Ruger & Magpul Announce
Ruger RXM 9mm Pistol Collaboration

by F. Riehl, Editor in Chief,
ammoland.com

Sturm, Ruger & Company, Inc.
(NYSE: RGR), and Magpul
Industries are proud to

will be offering a variety of grip
frames so that consumers can
customize their pistols to meet
shifting tastes and needs.

Ruger RXM 9mm Pistol

introduce the Ruger RXM
9mm pistol.

n the competitive 9mm polymer-

market, the RXM sets itself
apart. The RXM offers maximum
flexibility and customization via
a removable stainless steel Fire
Control Insert (FCI) set inside
an interchangeable = Magpul
Enhanced Handgun Grip (EHG).

optic

Ruger RXM 9mm Pistol Handgun with Optics

The RXM’s slide features a black
FNC nitride finish and allows for
: - , direct optic mounting of RMR,
frame striker-fired pistol Delta Point Pro (DPP), and RMSc
pattern optics. Co-witness height
steel sights feature a tritium front
night sight, providing an excellent
sight picture, with or without an
installed. Front cocking
serrations and a precision-rifled
barrel complete the premium slide
As part of their ongoing assembly. The pistol is equipped
collaboration, Ruger and Magpul ~with a flat-faced trigger and

easily actuated magazine release,
slide release, and takedown lever,
but the best features are the ones
you add.

Most major components are
designed for Glock Gen 3 com-
patibility with off-the-shelf parts,
holsters, and accessories for
nearly unlimited customization,
and the RXM is designed to use
9mm magazines compatible with
compact or larger double-stack
Glock pistols, including Magpul
GL9 magazines.

The Magpul EHG frames offer
consumers premium features,
including Magpul’s 3/4-scale
TSP texture, which provides a
comfortable, secure grip. Other
EHG features include: textured
indexing pads for consistent finger
/ thumb placement; a low-profile,
flared magazine well for quick
and easy magazine insertion; a
trigger guard undercut and bea-
ver tail that promote a high grip
for better control; a magazine
release scallop for easy access;
and a universal-pattern accessory
rail for use with a variety of lights
and lasers.

“The Ruger RXM is the result
of a tremendous collaboration
between two of the most re-
spected brands in the industry,”
said Ruger President and CEO
Chris Killoy.

“Loaded with upgraded features,

Ruger RXM 9mm Pistol Handgun Right

superior ergonomics, and at a
price that leaves room for fur-
ther customization, this Ameri-
can-made handgun is destined to
become the best in its class.”

Magpul’s Executive Vice Pres-
ident, Duane Liptak, added
“Magpul and Ruger are two of
the most renowned brands in the
firearms space, with each bring-
ing a unique perspective to this
project: Ruger, with its skill at
making high-quality guns at very
accessible prices, and Magpul,
with its performance-improve-

ment-focused accessories. This
collaboration has allowed both
companies to flex their creative
muscles, resulting in a firearm
that provides superior features,
function, and value.”

The RXM is available in two
models; each ships with two
Magpul GL9 magazines, with ei-
ther 15- or 10-round capacity.

Please see: https://www.
ammoland.com/2024/12/ru-
ger-rxm-pistol-handgun/

RAIL & RIVER
from page 19

After one such attempt was thwarted,
Grayson ended up marching about one
hundred of his men to Nebraska.

No doubt inspired by an account of another
Coxey group in Montana trying to reach
the East by boat down the Missouri River,
someone in late May proposed having the
Denver contingent head east down the
Platte. That idea had actually been floated
six weeks earlier, when an unnamed sailor
from Scotland proposed travel to Missouri
by raft, saying, “We will make the jags
give us grub and grog and I will pilot
yees safely over the blooming sand bars.”
That proposal might have been somewhat
sensible back in mid-April, when sand
bars were still visible in the lazy Platte,
but by early June conditions had changed
dramatically. Colorado was deluged with
heavy rainfall, resulting in significant
flooding in Boulder and Pueblo. The Platte
itself became an “alarming rampage”
between Denver and Brighton, with a flow
unmatched during the prior sixteen years.

Denverites had become anxious about
the hundreds of hungry Coxeyites re-
maining in their midst. So, in spite of the
raging floodwaters, the Denver Chamber
of Commerce encouraged the homeless
Coxeyites’ nautical departure by agreeing
to provide lumber for constructing boats.
On June 2, 22,600 board feet of lumber
was delivered and hundreds of men began
constructing 100  four-by-sixteen-foot
flat-bottomed boats.

See Photo (Right)

Although a trial run on June 6th resulted
in two boats capsizing almost immediately,
plans for the next day’s full-scale river
excursion were not modified. On June
7, the entire Coxey’s Navy left Denver,
planning to make Brighton the first stop on

the way to Kansas City. Many of the first-
time sailors didn’t make it that far.

Five boats never even made it farther than
the equivalent of about ten city blocks,
striking piers or capsizing even before
reaching the bridge at 31st Street. For the
remainder of the initial leg of the voyage,
the next day’s Rocky Mountain News
headlines tell the story:

“‘Only God will ever know how many of
the Coxeyites were drowned in the Platte
last night,” said [Coxey Navy| Commander
Twombley yesterday.” Only six bodies
were ever recovered, with dozens more
missing and suspected to have also
drowned.

Accounts are somewhat confused about
what happened to the survivors. Many
apparently managed to travel, perhaps on
foot, to LaSalle, south of Greeley. There
are reports that they somehow managed to
take a hijacked train from there to
Julesburg, before unsuccessfully attempt-
ing to hijack yet another train there. About
eighty men were arrested, returned to
Denver and tried, with only five convicted
and sentenced to short jail terms. And as
a result, River Front Park was sealed off
for good.

A Forgotten Fight

Summarizing the Coxey movement and
its moment in American history, labor
historian Carlos Schwantes provided
an overall appraisal: “In common with
the Populist revolt, Coxeyism was a
democratic movement that called into
question the underlying values of the new
industrial society....The story of the Coxey
movement is ultimately a case study of
how ordinary citizens influence—or fail to
influence—political and economic issues
in modern America.”

In hindsight, the Coxey movement bore no
direct fruits, either nationally or locally.
The petitioned-for legislative reforms were

i - o

Coxey’s Navy in Denver, posing along the banks of the South Platte River with their
flat-bottom boats. The boats have been painted with political slogans, such as “Down

with Plutocracy” and “Crime.”

not realized, although some would argue
they were ahead of their time and were
later more successful. Labor historians
and progressives can also find parallels
between 1894 and the present-day in their
respective responses to the unemployed
and unhoused. Lessons, too, can be learned
from how a frequently unsympathetic local
press responded to the Coxey protesters.

In Colorado, 1894 saw the peak influence
of the local Populist movement. Both its
incumbent Governor and Congressman
lost their re-election bids that fall, and
the People’s Party never again achieved
statewide elective office. Still, Coxey’s
Army proved somewhat of a model for
later protest and petition movements,
particularly the “Bonus Army” march on
Washington for veterans’ benefits in 1932,
and the Occupy Wall Street movement in
2011. But the overwhelmingly non-violent
Coxeyites (Jacob Coxey’s own single
conviction was for walking on the grass
outside the U.S. Capitol) should not be

Denver Public Library, X-21554

seen as the role models for the January 6
insurrectionists of 2021.

Though deadly serious for the unfortunate
rafters from Denver who decided to
navigate the Platte, the rest of Colorado’s
Coxey contingent might seem like an
amusing footnote in history. But to the
diehard members of the movements, this
was not just serious, it was a fight for their
lives and livelihoods. To them, success
meant the difference between a livable
wage and destitution. The circumstances
driving them to these grand, dramatic
efforts—a desperate economic downturn
and the collapse of much of Colorado’s
mining industry—show them to be one
of the earliest expressions of the era’s
growing labor movements that presaged
much of the unrest and violence erupting
in Colorado during the early decades of the
next century.

Reprinted with Permission.

Please see: https://www.historycolorado.
org/story/2024/07/26/rail-and-river
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the drop-down menu. Call 719-395-2412 & o
or toll free 1-844-395-2412 or email e

/ communications@myelectrlc coop.
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YODER'S

We create heirloom furniture
SO you can create lasting memories.

W(DG]@D"@ now ofiers (BEXIB[I[I]@U comelcheckiusout!

At Yoder’s, we only source the highest quality materials.
Our furniture is built by the best Amish craftsmen in the country
and will last for generations to enjoy.

Open Mon - Sat | 9am-5pm
57965 Hwy 69, Westcliffe | 719-783-0988 | https://shopyoders.com



