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“Let us cast off the works of darkness and put on the armor of light.” Romans 13:12
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Mesa County Launches Ballot Verifier,
Giving Voters Unprecedented Access to Ballots

by Jen Schumann, Contributing
Writer, Rocky Mountain Voice

Mesa County launched a first-
of-its-kind ballot transparency

tool last month, allowing residents
to view redacted ballot images and
corresponding cast vote records
online—without filing a CORA
request. Supporters say it could
reshape public trust in elections.
Others say it doesn’t go far enough.

But one thing is certain: Mesa
County is at the heart of a national
battle over election integrity, and the
Ballot Verifier came to fruition out
of demand — and the innovation
of an election stats company that
wanted to answer to it.

Mesa County Clerk and Recorder
Bobbie Gross said the tool was
made possible by an initial $30,000

investment to develop the system
and redaction process. “I believe
$20,000 every year to keep it
going,” she said. “But they’ll do as
many elections as we want.”

The software allows the public to
follow the entire path of a ballot—
from image to vote.

This article is Part 1 of a three-
part series on the Ballot Verifier:
Mesa’s launch, Ada County’s
pilot and the debate over
election transparency laws.

Making public records truly
public

Gross said one of her top priorities
was removing barriers to election
data. “It’s all there,” she said,
referring to the Ballot Verifier’s
online ballot and vote image library.
“They can download these, they

‘Herds Gutted’:
Historically Low U.S. Cattle
Inventory Drives Beef
Prices to New Highs
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merica’s declining cattle herd

is nothing short of alarming,
and some ranchers call it a “national
security threat” to the nation’s
food supply chain. This continues
to be a major theme fueling record-
high cattle prices on the Chicago
Mercantile Exchange and beef
prices at the local supermarket.
Elevated interest rates and soaring
input costs under the Biden-Harris
regime for years have made it
increasingly difficult to maintain
or rebuild herds—challenges that
are expected to persist early in
President Trump’s second term.

Ranchers have faced a slew of
macroeconomic  headwinds in
maintaining or restocking their
herds, as rising interest expenses
on cattle and elevated input costs
since 2022 have squeezed margins
and eroded incentives to rebuild.

Compounding the challenge are
drought conditions and “green”
degrowth climate policies, which
have added further pressure on
producers.

At the start of the year, the U.S.
Department of Agriculture’s annual
Cattle Inventory report revealed
that the nation’s cattle supply had
fallen to a 73-year low, totaling
about 86.6 million head.

At the supermarket, USDA data
from the end of March showed
the average price for a pound of
ground beef reached yet another
record high of $5.79.

Given the current cattle cycle
marked by low inventory and high
prices, many questions linger about
when ranchers and

HERDS GUTTED
see page 18

can conduct their own citizen hand
count if they would like to.”

In the past, residents who wanted
to view ballots often had to file
a CORA request, pay a steep fee
and wait for redactions. “I’ve seen
quotes for $20,000. That’s a lot of
money... for an individual to come
up with to get access to this record.”
Now, she said, that burden is gone.
“This will provide most of all the
requests that I’ve seen.”

How Mesa County built the
Ballot Verifier

The idea, intent and troubleshooting
to make it a reality has been in
the works for over a year-and-a-
half. “We started going through
those ballot images in November
of 2023,” Gross said. “We thought
we could do this in-house as time
allowed.”

But the process quickly proved more
time-consuming than expected. “We
were like, yeah, we can probably do
this in-house... but it was taking a
lot longer than we anticipated. We
had our election judges come in
and help us... but that was getting
us only a little closer to what we
wanted.”

The real challenge, she said, wasn’t
gathering the ballot images—
it was redacting them. “This is
our bottleneck—it’s getting the
ballot images up because of the
redaction part.”

That’s when Gross reached out to
Civera. “We said, this is what we
want to do. This is really what

MESA COUNTY
see page>5

Michael Foster
Ranger Hall of Fame

COL (R) Michael Foster
Named 2025 Ranger Hall
of Fame Inductee

—WESTCLIFFE, Colorado

ollowing a distinguished

Army career, local Army
Ranger COL (R) Michael
Foster has been selected
for the 2025 Ranger Hall
of Fame. Formed in 1992,
the Ranger Hall of Fame
(HOF) serves the exclusive
purpose of honoring and
preserving the contributions
of America’s most extra-
ordinary Rangers. Members
of the Ranger HOF include

COL Michael

Foster.

noble warriors like Ranger
and Medal of Honor recipient
COL Ralph Puckett, General
Stanley McChrystal, and
General Colin Powell as
well as honorary inductee
President Abraham Lincoln.
Westcliffe’s COL Michael
Foster will join their ranks
with his induction into
the storied Ranger Hall of
Fame on Wednesday, June
25,2025.

“This honor reflects years
of sacrifice, hard work, and
an unwavering commitment
to the Ranger Creed.
[Hall of Fame] inductees
represent the very best of the
Ranger spirit, exemplifying
unparalleled leadership,
dedication, and valor
throughout their careers.”
stated a post from the US
Army Airborne  Ranger
Brigade. When asked how

Purple Heart
and Outgoing Change of Command

Ceremony, 1st Ranger Battalion, July

2012, Savannah, Georgia.
Photo Courtesy of the Foster family

his selection impacted him, COL Foster
stated, “Outside of Reggie and our girls,
the privilege of serving in the Regiment
has been the most profound impact of my
life and an honor that is hard to put into
words.”

Colonel Michael Foster was nominated
for the Ranger Hall of Fame due to his
extraordinary Ranger service during
numerous assignments in both the 75th
Ranger Regiment and the Joint Special
Operations Command in peacetime and
combat.

Colonel Foster’s first assignment with the
Rangers was as a Ranger Rifle Platoon
Leader in 1993. He served at every rank
from Lieutenant to Colonel in the

COL FOSTER (R)
see page 2
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Seek the LORD while
He may be found,
Call upon Him
while He is near.
Isaiah 55: 6 KJV




2 Sangre de Cristo Sentinel Friday, May 2, 2025
SSANGRE DE CRISTO COL FOSTER (R) from page 1 COL Foster commanded the first Ranger
ENT[NE]L Battalion to be awarded the Presidential Unit
| Citation since World War II. In addition to his
Copyright©2025 Regiment and admirably led Rangers assigned stellar Ranger service, Colonel Foster also lived
The Voice to the 75th Ranger Regiment over the next the Abrams Charter with additional leadership in
of Conservative nineteen years culminating with command of the 82nd Airborne Division as a Rifle Company
Colorado! the 1st Battalion, 75th Ranger Regiment. Commander and Battalion Commander and as

e believe that freedom

is a gift from God and
not granted to us by politicians
or governments. Freedom
demands responsible behavior
of all citizens and must be
consistent with the truths
expressed in the great moral
and governing guides as The
Ten Commandments, The
Declaration of Independence,
The U.S. Constitution and The
Bill of Rights.

These were the principles that
guided our founding fathers
and which we believe are still
relevant. These are the principles
that will guide our reporting and
be the basis of all our views.

We will not be constrained by
the illogical, misleading and
inaccurate thinking and use of
“political correctness” but by
truth, facts, logic and common
sense.
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Ranger Foster held a variety of Ranger
leadership positions to include Ranger Rifle
Platoon Leader, Ranger Rifle Company
Commander, Joint Interagency Task Force
Director (JIATF) Director (JSOC) and Ranger
Battalion Commander with over 70 months
deployed to combat in both Afghanistan and
Iraq. Colonel Foster deployed numerous times
to Operation Uphold Democracy, Operation
Enduring Freedom, Operation Iraqi Freedom,
Operation Resolute Support, and Operation
Atlantic Resolve.

COL (R) Foster served from the front in every l' PN
capacity, personally participating in over 150 o
raids and commanding more than two thousand
others. His efforts are also indicated by his
countless awards including seven Bronze Stars,
the Purple Heart and Ranger unit awards;
Presidential Unit Citation with OLC, Valorous
Unit Award with OLC, Joint Meritorious Unit
Award and the Army Superior Unit Award. These
unit awards highlight the Ranger Battalion’s
combat overmatch of the enemy under Foster’s
leadership.
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When asked about Michael’s Purple Heart, his
wife Reggie said, “I never thought it would be
me answering the middle of the night phone call
to learn my Ranger husband had been wounded
while on a mission. I am so very proud of Michael
and his Rangers. They were brought together for
a time when things needed to be done, and they
did it exceptionally well. Each gave 100 percent
and then some. I am grateful for every single
moment we were able to serve Rangers and their
families. Michael shuns personal accolades and 1
am just so proud and excited for this one!!”

‘SUNFLOWEH’"' Your local OptiOIl
l-' for healthy food!
aﬂlra We carry:
* Local Produce
* Local Meats
* Local Dairy
\ & Cheeses
N * Supplements
0{’5’; %077‘ -Jri - Personal Care items
Sat 9 am - f;m We also do special
405 Main St., order requests for
Westcliffe hard-to-find items!
719-783-9266  Come see us today!
=5 Eagle Peak View
. Commercial Construction
== Quality and Experience
at Residential Pricing

All Phases of Construction & Plumbing

Mike Mitzner
719-494-4026
eaglepeakview.com

Top: Michael and Reggie Foster
Bottom: Michael with his daughters
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the Brigade Commander, 173d Airborne Brigade
in Vincenza, Italy. Except for the Infantry Officer
Advanced Course, CGSC, and the War College,
COL Foster served continuously on airborne
status for over 22 years as an Infantry Officer and
qualified for his Master Wings three times over.

COL Foster built a multi-national and multi-
agency alliance that included more than 65
different member organizations at its height.
His work in establishing procedures, forcing
cooperation and maximizing operational-
intelligence fusion created what is viewed by
many as the most productive and beneficial
JIATF in the Global War on Terrorism. His work
with JIATF-Main, showed its value and led it to
be moved from Fort Bragg to Washington, DC
and renamed the JIATF-NCR (National Capital
Region) where it still exists and operates today,
nearly 20 years later.

Since retiring, COL (R) Foster remains active
in the commercial and private sector. He serves
and supports several Ranger and Veterans
organizations. Post retirement he was the Director
of six of the National Outdoor Leadership
Schools fifteen global campuses. He is requested
for keynote addresses and conducts leadership
training for organizations like the New Jersey
State Police, FBI and Fortune 500 companies.

Ranger Foster supports his wife, Reggie,
and their three daughters in their community
activities. Reggie serves on several local boards
with Michael’s support. You will see him in the
top row of the CCHS bleachers cheering on his
Bobcat daughters, Marin and Sierra. Foster’s
oldest daughter, Marlee, a CCHS graduate, is
attending Abilene Christian University.

—
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BENEFIT AUCTION

SATURDAY,
MAY 31, 2025 at 10am

|Owen Miller Residence, 9035 Elk Haven Lane, Westcliffe, CO

8X12 Greenhouse - Poly Lawn Furniture - Flowers
Rustic Cherry Bedroom Set - Tack - Harness - Quilts
Kitchen Chairs - New Tools - New Hunting Equipment

Directions: Follow Signs from Copper Gulch Road

AUCTION!

Lunch Stand

Grilled Chicken Sandwiches
Hamburgers - Hot Dogs - Fries
Pies - Donuts - Fry Pies
Soft Serve Ice Cream

Donations Needed
and Appreciated!
(NO Junk Please)

RAFFLE ITEMS SALE
Egg Chair - Roto Tiller
Poly Patio Set
Custom Built Fishing Rod
Lots of Small Raffle Baskets

3 3

- w -
B P

For More Information
or to Donate items call:

Owen: 719-371-7863
Raymond: 719-371-2093
Elmer: 719-371-1680




Friday, May 2, 2025

Sangre de Cristo Sentinel

A First In Fremont
and Surrounding Counties:

GO KIDZ Indoor Playground
and Fun Kingdom for Kids

by Fred Hernandez

O KIDZ, the first and only indoor

playground in four counties:
Fremont, Custer, Chaffee and Park,
is having its grand opening this
weekend, May 3 and 4, in the City
of Florence. The beautiful facility
for kids of all ages is a state of the
art totally indoors playground that is
guaranteed to fascinate both children
and adults alike. Every detail has
been considered in the planning,
engineering and installation of this
fun factory.

To begin with the entire area where
the children will play and congre-
gate is fully padded to ensure their
complete safety as they enjoy all the
features of the playground. A truly
unique kids center GO KIDZ theme
evokes images of the deep blue sea
from colorful sea creatures on the
walls to the starfish costumed mas-
cot called ASTERIA. Every detail
is sure to enchant children from one
to seventeen and even beyond. There
are trampolines, slides, ball pits and
ninja activities that fill the array of
activities certain to keep everyone
entertained for hours.

This happy hive for children of all
ages elevates the City of Florence to
the playland capital of southwestern
Colorado. Open all week long from
Monday to Sunday starting at 10
a.m. until 7 p.m., every day becomes
a play day. The price of admission
for a child up to seventeen years old
is $19.90 plus tax and includes one
adult FREE. The price is good for
three hours of unlimited use of all
the attractions in the building . For
infants up to 9 months old admission
is $5 plus tax with a paid sibling
otherwise regular admission fee will

apply.

Punch Cards can be purchased for
discounted multiple visits with no
expiration date. To keep the play
place clean at all times no shoes
or footwear are allowed inside the
building and must be checked in at
the entrance. GO KIDZ manage-
ment makes available Grip Socks
for everyone while on the premises.
These are available at only $3 each
and can be reused multiple times
as long as these are not damaged or
obviously unclean.

For birthdays and special occasions
GO KIDZ makes available their
party room which comfortably
accommodates about thirty and
includes many gifts, courtesies and
special attention.  Also available
are party tables in the main dining
area and this also includes special
courtesies. Everyone can have fun at
GO KIDS toddlers can climb, crawl
and slide, bigger kids can explore the
ninja course, jump on trampolines,
slide and enjoy interactive games.
Parents and adults can have fun with
the kids or relax in the cafe area
enjoying delicious pizzas, snacks and
free Wi-Fi while the kids have a ball.

Here’s how to reach us: Telephone
number 719-372-1647. On Facebook
GO KiDZ Playground; by email
gokidzplayground@gmail.com;
Visit our website at www.gokidz
colorado.com (sign the waiver online
before visiting)

Ground zero for fun is at 111 Church
Avenue, Florence, CO. 81226.

Bring the kids to the first and most
unique indoor playground in
Fremont County: GO KIDZ Indoor
Playground.

Contractor License
#ICNON153778
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o Sewer Line Cleaning

« Video Camera Inspection

« Tankless Water Heaters

o Replacement of Main Water and Sewer
Lines

o Repair & Replacement of Water Heaters,
Furnaces & Boilers

+ Geo Thermal Heating & Cooling

 Air Duct Cleaning
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719-784-3876
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ADULT

18+ years old

1 FREE Adult Entry

per child
$10 first additional adult

\_ 111 Church Ave, Florence

INFANT

0-9 months old
$5 + tax

with paid sibling,
otherwise regular
admission fee will apply.

719-372-1647
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SILVER CLIFF/WESTCLIFFE
SPRING CLEAN-UP DAY
WITHIN THE TOWN LIMITS

SATURDAY, MAY 10, 2025
7:30 A.M. - 11:00 A.M.

To ensure pick up please have items out by 7:00 a.m.
We only go through town once.

NO TIRES!
NO ELECTRONICS!

ITEMS TO BE PICKED UP AS FOLLOWS:
BRUSH AND LIMBS (BUNDLED AND TIED)
METAL APPLIANCES & SCRAP METAL

NO CONSTRUCTION TRASH!
NO LIQUIDS OR HAZARDOUS WASTE,
PAINT, or BATTERIES!
NO HOUSEHOLD TRASH!

PLEASE KEEP THE VARIOUS ITEMS SEPARATED

All items must be bagged and located on the side of the
street in front of your home/property.

**SILVER CLIFF RANCH RESIDENTS PLEASE PUT
YOUR ITEMS AT ENTRANCE FOR PICK UP.

APPLIANCE PICKUPS MUST BE SCHEDULED PRIOR
TO PICK UP.

TO VOLUNTEER TO HELP CLEAN UP
OR FOR MORE INFORMATION,PLEASE CALL:

SILVER CLIFF - ILEEN SQUIRE

AT 719-783-2615 or 719-371-9338
WESTCLIFFE - ERIN CHRISTIE 719-783-2282 x 10

ELECTRONIC RECYCLE WILL BE LOCATED AT
SILVER DOME PARKING LOT FROM 9:00 - 12:00
PLEASE SEE AD ON PAGE 16

3 Days of Mixed Media
Workshop at3rd Street
Gallery in Westcliffe!

Press Release

Explore your artistic side and create
personalized masterpieces on canvas
drawing inspiration from themes given
by the instructor or bring your own. Over
the course of three Mondays, you’ll have
the opportunity to complete up to three
artworks, experimenting with different
techniques and mediums. Stephanie Amos,
our seasoned instructor, will guide you
through the creative process. Sponsored by
Sangres Art Guild.

Workshop price for Members - $60 ,Non-
Members - $75 Supplies are included and

all skill levels are welcome.

Sessions scheduled for Mondays, May 5,
12, & 19 from 1 - 3 p.m. For Details and To
Register: Go to sangresartguild.org, Click
on Events.

Any questions? Please contact Liz
VanSomeren, lvansomeren@sagboard.org

Fire Mitigation Slash Collection Event
San Isabel, Beulah, Rye & Surrounding Area

Press Release

o reduce the wildfire

hazard in our commu-
nities, homeowners in the
San Isabel, Beulah, and Rye
arecas are invited to haul
and pile slash from their
properties to the “gravel
pit” on Highway 78 near
San Isabel.

Collection Hours: 8 to 4

Location:

Hwy 78 — Mile 1.0
commonly called “12-mile
road”

Materials Accepted:
Slash and natural woody
debris only — no trash!

Each load will be evaluated
— prior to unloading, to help

secure loose debris. Woody
debris from your area
property only. Limbs snd
branches from firs, pines, oak
and brush.

NOT ACCEPTED:

Lumber, leaves, weeds,
grass, sawdust, stumps,
wood chips or trash of any
kind. NO COMMERCIAL
OPERATORS (Contractors

New!
Roast Beel
combo

STAGE ST

We’'re #1,

because you always have been.

At Raymond James, the priority has always been people. We think
that’s a big reason why the firm took top marks in the J.D. Power 2025
U.S. Investor Satisfaction Study:

*#1 for Advised Investor Satisfaction
*Most Trusted

The emphasis on putting clients first and the belief that doing what’s
best for you is the best we can do for the firm is what brought me to
Raymond James in the first place.

It's an honor to be part of this firm and of this recognition, made even
greater knowing that it came from clients like you. Thank you.

COLLECTION DATES: protect your national forest working for participating

-May 31st STRICT RULES MUST landowners are welcome.)
BE ADHERED TO.

-August 2nd USFS Project Contact: Desi

-September 20th Please tarp your load to Hollingsworth.

Open Tues-Sat from 10am-Spm

206 Main St., Westcliffe
719-659-8743

CUSTER“COUNTY

— SUPPLY COMPANY —

Mention this ad
for 20% off
one item!
(Excluding Guns)

Come in to check out our great selection of firearms,
we will special order firearms and ammo not in stock!
FFL transfers - $40 | Discount for police, military and first responders

PUANNY

PEAKS INTEGRITY

VEALTH MANAGEMENT

Barb Beckner
Financial Advisor

Ron Beckner
Financial Advisor

RAYMOND JAMES @
Peaks Integrity Wealth Management, LLC '
595 Hermit Rd Westcliffe, CO 81252
719-581-(PEAK) 7325
www.peaks-integrity.com

Barb@peaks-integrity.com
Your Full-Service Investment Office in Custer County and Surrounding Areas
Securities offered through Raymond James Financial Services, Inc., Member FINRA/SIPC. Investment advisory

services are offered through Raymond James Financial Services Advisors, Inc. Peaks Integrity Wealth
Management LLC is not a registered broker/dealer and is independent of Raymond James Financial Services.

Ron@peaks-integrity.com
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Located

0,

28 RAN

- (

(Rangeview Industrial Park)

one mile north of Westcliffe
on Highway 69.

ce hours:

Monday through Friday
8 a.m. until 5 p.m.

719-783-9338

GEVIEW L¥F
PH 783-9338
AUTOMATIC DELIVERIES
COMMERCIAL
RESIDENTIAL
BubpGET BILLING
TANK RENTAL

Norup Gas Inc.

28 Rangeview Loop

r

100 ACRES CLOSE TO TOWN

Discover the perfect canvas for your
dream home on this sprawling
100-acre fully fenced parcel of land,
offering breathtaking 360-degree
views. This expansive acreage
presents endless possibilities.
Electric available at lot line. $350,000

Brenda Bosse
Realtor®

25 years listing and
selling in the valley!

O T

PREFERRED REALTY
Real Estate Made Easy.

(719) 371-3270
9 Bassick Place, Westcliffe
brenda@brendabosse.com
www.brendabosse.com

SPECIALIZING IN RE-ROOFING

METAL « SHINGLE « FLAT ROOFS
FRAMING « POLE BARNS

719-792-9414

OOFIN
RPHRG DavesRoofing@upwardprint.com

MESA COUNTY

from page 1

we want to do and this is our
bottleneck,” she recalled. “So they
said, ‘We’re going to work with

299

you.

Gross said they began working
with Civera in spring 2024 and
secured funding by June. From
there, the buildout and testing
began.

“We had to make sure the
information was correct, verifiable
and built the way we wanted. We
had to test all of our elections...
and look at every detail.”

‘What the Ballot Verifier
actually does

Now that it’s launched, she said,
the software not only allows users
to view ballot images but see
exactly how they were interpreted.

“This is as open as elections can
get. You’re able to click on a ballot
image and see exactly what it was
interpreted as. And if something
was adjudicated, you’re able to see
that side-by-side.”

She added, “You don’t have to
trust just what we tell you. You can
go look at it yourself.”

Gross said she welcomes citizen-
led audits and emphasized that
each ballot image includes a
visible identifier that matches
the filename of the digital ballot
image, allowing any member of

the public to trace a ballot image
to its corresponding paper ballot
if formally reviewed by election
officials.

Support from Mesa County
Commissioners

“The Ballot Verifier provides the
voters with additional tools and
resources to ensure their vote is
counted.” Fletcher added, “Mesa
County has added more layers of
transparency and we are using a
third-party company to team with
Mesa County to provide these
steps.”

Commissioner Bobbie Daniel
said the tool builds on previous
transparency efforts and removes
barriers for everyday citizens. “We
have supported funding initiatives
that ensure public confidence in
our elections, including putting
ballots online for every Mesa
County Clerk election since the
2021 school board race.” Daniel
added, “Supporting funding for
the Ballot Verifier is a natural
extension of that commitment.”

Daniel emphasized that the
Ballot Verifier eliminates the
need for costly CORA requests,
allowing all voters to see how
ballots were marked and counted.
“We are eliminating the need
for individuals to submit costly
CORA requests and providing
immediate access to ballots and
how they were interpreted by
election judges.”

She added, “This opens up the
election verification process to
every citizen, regardless of their
financial means.”

Commissioner Cody Davis agreed,
echoing Daniel’s assessment.

Mesa County Clerk Bobbie Gross
giving a demonstration of the
Ballot Verifier at the April 8§ Mesa
County GOP meeting.

Mesa County voters respond

Ahead of the launch, the Clerk
and Recorder’s Office conducted
a public outreach campaign to
promote the Ballot Verifier, using
social media, the county website,
direct emails and a YouTube video.

Gross also extended personal
invitations to several civic and
political groups—including the
League of Women Voters, Restore
the Balance and both major
political parties—to visit the
Clerk’s office and learn about the
system firsthand. She said only
Republican residents responded
with interest to learn more.

On April 8th, Gross gave a formal
presentation on the Ballot Verifier
at the Mesa County GOP meeting.
The event drew praise, questions
and commentary from attendees
who welcomed the chance to
explore the software directly.

Several attendees praised the effort
while asking questions.

Melinda Guthrie, a Mesa County
Republican who has been active

in local elections since 2003, said
the tool could help restore voter
confidence. “It’ll help people
feel confident in their vote.” She
added, “We still have people who
say, ‘My vote won’t count.” But
now they can see for themselves.
That’s the value.”

When asked whether the $20,000
annual cost was worth it, she said,
“Yeah. For a county this size? I
do. I think that’s a decent price.”
She continued, “The ballots are
connected to the images that are
counted... It’s worth it.”

Jim Hargis, a Mesa County
resident of 11 years, said the Ballot
Verifier addresses a long-standing
concern. “From the time it is sent
with mail, received here, posted—
you know, everything’s gotta be
accountable for. The numbers
have to match.”

He described the software as
similar to a third-party audit, like
what he saw happen in Maricopa
County. “It’s almost the same kind
of audit or similar audit to what
they did in Maricopa County by
an independent person.”

Hargis added that this tool pushes
back on the idea that voting isn’t
worthwhile. “It reverses the whole
idea that it’s not worth voting.
Every single vote is accounted
for.”

He emphasized that while it’s not
the final step in accountability, it is
a foundational one. “Now what’s

left to do is for the state to allow
us to verify the ballot send-out,”
he said.

A start, not the finish

County leaders say they hope the
Ballot Verifier will be a step in
the right direction. Mesa County’s
new tool may not answer every
question—but it’s a significant
move toward rebuilding trust.

“Ultimately, these are the people’s
records. It didn’t feel good to me
to not be able to release them.”
Gross added, “I think it’s worth
the investment to have people trust
the elections and to be able to audit
them.”

https://www.mesacounty.us/
departments-and-services/
clerk-and-recorder/elections/
voter-information-elections/mesa-

county

This article is Part 1 of a three-
part series.

e Part 2: How Idaho’s Ballot
Verifier turned critics into fans

* Part 3: Colorado law limits
voters from verifying their own
ballots

(Editor/GG: We will run Parts
2 and 3 next week. This is a
great idea.)

Please see: https://rocky
mountainvoice.com/2025/04/
mesa-county-launches-
ballot-verifier-giving-voters-
unprecedented-access-to-ballots/
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Butomotive Services “ Clothing & Footwear

The Cliffes Auto Service Jared Smith, DMD Custer County Supply Co

Automotive Repair and Service 618 Main St, Cafion City 206 Main St. Westcliffe | 719-659-8743
215 E Main St, Silver Cliff  719-783-3281 719-275-0661 Open Tues-Sat: 20am-5pm

CliffesAutoSvcs@gmail.com www.jaredsmithdmd.com Guns, dog supplies, clothing, & much more!

Salty Pine Floral & Boutique
Banks & Financial Services Construction Services 411 Main St, Westcliffe

719-783-9393
www.westcliffeflowershop.com

Collector & Investor Coins - Beach Redi-Mix & Concrete Pumping —
Buying Selling & Trading Precast septic tanks & Yoder’s Home Furnishings

719- 269-7507 ° 123 S 5th St, Canon City, CO decorative blocks 57965 Hwy 69, Westcliffe
Wwww.canoncitycoins.com 719-783-3558 | info@SBCompanies.com Home & Patio Furniture, Footwear, Outdoor Wear
Mon - Sat 9am-5pm

Kirkpatrick Bank Colorado Forestry & Earthworks, LLC
8 Bassick Place, Westcliffe, CO Gravel: Landscape Rock, Topsoil & More
719.783.2030 Excavation: Septic Installs, Driveways, Foundations
www.kirkpatrickbank.com 719-429-1676 | coforearth.com

Peaks Integrity Wealth Management, LLC Dave’s Roofing Systems SOL Granite & Natural Stone
Raymond James 719-792-9414 [ 800-364-2979 4804 Dillon Dr. Pueblo - 719-544-3085
Investments, Financial and Insurance Services David Mullett solgranite.com
719-581-PEAK (7325) | www.peaks-integrity.com Warranty Certified & Factory Trained Inventory, Custom Design, Fabrication & Installation

Frontier Kitchens & Interiors
Building SUPPLY Full Service Interior Design Store
318 Main Street
I (719)-783-9225 -
Central Building Supply Boneyard Electrlc LLC
Hardware, Lumber & OSB Harald Frank Skid Steer Services Steven Hardin
705 Ohio Street, Silver Cliff and H & L Trucking 719-371-1221 - boneyardelectric@gmail.com
719-783-2385 HaraldFranky@gmail.com  719-371-1570 Industrial - Residential - Commercial

Driveways Build/Repair - Gravel & Road Base Hauling J.R.B. Electric, LLC

Builders/ Construction KLM Seamless Gutters Residential & Commercial
Marlin Miller Serving Fremont, Custer, Chaffee & Pueblo Counties

Quality and Experience 719-320-0913 - JRBElectricLLC.com
Construction Solutions of Colorado, LLC 719-371-7021
Steel Buildings -- Licensed & Insured
Casey N. 719-371-7454 - Corey N.- 719-371-6143
Nordyke Family ¢ constsolutions@icloud.com

Countertops

No Job Too Small Firewood
Tony 719-783-2883  INSURED
Interior Painting, Repairs - -
CUSTOM Home Builders For your small Construction Needs Westcliffe Firewood

Westcliffe Construction, LLC , Ryan Stover
From the Ground Up! Sapiah Woodworks, LLC. 719-371-6074

719-372-5231 Lisa Kidwell, Owner/Contractor westcliffefirewood @gmail.com
Custom & Fine Carpentry, Restoration, Consulting

Eagle Edge Construction, LLC 720.309.4262 sapiahwoodworks@gmail.com
Ronnie Miller
719-239-0300

Honesty is Everything

Seifert Enterprises
Excavation, Septic Systems, Culverts, - -
Driveways, Rock Sales & Delivery Salty Pine Floral & Boutique

Eagle Peak View 719-783-2757 info@SBCompanies.com 411 Main St, Westcliffe

All phases of Construction & Plumbing | ot 719-783-9393
Mike Mitzner Solar Solutions Ltd www.westcliffeflowershop.com

Off Grid and Grid Tie
10 Hermit Lane. Silver Cliff  719-783-9666

email: pbailey@solarsolutions.com Funeral Homes

719-494-4026 | mike@eaglepeakview.com

Hershberger Construction

719-216-9545 Spray Foam Insulation -

Matt@HershbergerConstruction.net Average is No Option Holt Family Funeral Home
719-239-4739 806 Macon Ave, Cafion City

Kauffman'’s Construction Imiller.millersroofcoatings@gmail.com 719-275-4113
Porches & Decks - Roofing & Siding www.holtfamilyfuneralhomes.com

Custom Pole Barns & Garages ¢ Free Estimates
Owen 719-371-7863

Valley View Windows & Doors
Call Marty Byler at 719-220-4151
or Email Will@valleyviewwindows.net
Old Country Construction Free Estimates, Replacements, New construction

Furniture & Home Goods

729-458-4284 Daryl CUSTOM Home Builders Yoder's Home Furnishings
New H??es' Additions, Polebarns, Garages WKM Construction, LLC 57965 Hwy 69, Westcliffe
Ceritified Passive House Tradesperson New Homes, Renovations Home & Patio Furniture, Footwear, Outdoor Wear

719-371-5231 Mon - Sat 9am-5pm

Computer/Cell Phone Repair Westcliffe Concrete
Grocery & Health Foods

Flatwork & Stamped Concrete, ICFs
Electron Wizard Lee Hostetler: 719-371-6193

sleuth1@sleuth1.com 719-431-9442 Matt Troyer: 719-221-8940 Lowe’s Market
615 Main St, Westcliffe

_ 5o Main St, Westcliffe
Computer Repairs, Sales, Cell Phones, and More! Cabs & Transport 719-783-0550
www.lowesmarket.com

Don't see Your Business? RANDY CAB Sunflower Natural Foods
Call us for Great Rates! Randy Schiro Owner [Driver 405 Main St., Westcliffe

719-783-3360 719-210-5908 719-783-9266
randolf.schiro@icloud.com Mon-Fri 10am-7 pm, Sat gam-4pm

Shopping Local Helps Local Economy & Creates Local Jobs
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Guns , Ammo, Knives

Mitigation/ Pest Control

Restaurants & Dining Cont’d

Custer County Supply Co
206 Main St. Westcliffe | 719-659-8743
OpenTues-Sat: 20am-5pm
Guns, dog supplies, clothing, & much more!

Premier Pest Control LLC
719-371-7404 ~ ppc16@privategarden.org
inspections, estimates, professional pest management
residential, commercial, licensed and insured

ALPINE LODGE
RESTAURANT, LOUNGE, CABINS, CATERING, SPECIAL EVENTS
719-783-2660 * 6848 COUNTY ROAD 140, WESTCLIFFE
facebook.com/TheHistoricAlpineLodge

Salida Cutlery & Smoke Shop
132 W Hwy 50 Salida
719-539-2884 Monday-Friday 9-6
Where you'll find sharp gifts & smokin’ deals!

Mitigation/ Tree Removal

Salida Gunshop
7345 W Hwy 50, Salida
salidagunshop.com | 719-207-4285
please see ad on page 20 -21 for hours

Swota Enterprises
Wildfire Mitigation and Excavation
719-783-4477
rswota@gmail.com

Stage Stop Gourmet Sundaes
& Espresso
3rd and Main Street, Westcliffe
Follow Us: Facebook.com/inthesangres

Royal Gorge Gun Club & Lincoln Park Pawn
1345 EIm Ave, Cafion City  719-276-3030
Lincolnparkpawn@hotmail.com
1 foot to over 1 mile, 75 different powders

Wise Tree Service
719-429-2866 Local, Insured, Experienced
Complete tree service-difficult removals, trimming/
shaping, stump grinding and fire mitigation

Pharmacy

Tony's Mountain Pizza
719-783-9300 ¢ tonysmountainpizza.com
Thur-Sat 11 am-8 pm,

Tues, Wedn. & Sun 12 pm-7 pm, closed Mon

6;0 Main StreetE Silver Cliff

Tony's Steak & Tavern
719-783-9300 * tonyssteakandtavern.com
Wed 12-7 pm, Thurs-Sat 112am-8 pm,
Sun Brunch 10 am Full Menu 12-7 pm, closed Mon-Tues

Sangre Shooting Sports Club
P.O. Box 1554, Westcliffe
http://sangreshooting.com

Palace Drug - Silver Cliff
Get your prescriptions filled while you wait!
94 E Main St., Silver Cliff
Palacedrugco.com | 719-371-9402

Septic Installation

Heating & Spas

Plumbing and Heating

Colorado Forestry & Earthworks, LLC
Gravel: Landscape Rock, Topsoil & More
Excavation: Septic Installs, Driveways, Foundations
719-429-1676 | coforearth.com

Salida Stove & Spa
11130 W Hwy 50, Poncha Springs
719-539-2125
salidastove.com

Greenstreet Plumbing
Licensed, Bonded and Insured Master Plumber
Infloor Heat Systems - Plumbing
719-783-2800 - greenstreetplumbing@gmail.com

Finney Drilling
Cafon City
719-275-9525
larryfinneydrilling@gmail.com

Heating & Air Conditioning

Pifion Plumbing, LLC
All Service Heating - Residential & Commercial
Boilers, Furnaces & Propane Heaters
Licensed & Insured - Jeff Ray 719-783-0379

Seifert Enterprises
Excavation, Septic Systems, Culverts,
Driveways, Rock Sales & Delivery
719-783-2757 info@SBCompanies.com

Greenstreet Plumbing
Licensed, Bonded and Insured Master Plumber
Infloor Heat Systems - Plumbing
719-783-2800 - greenstreetplumbing@gmail.com

River Valley Plumbing and Heating
250 Moore Dr, Florence
719-784-3876
www.rivervalleyplumbingandheat.com

Solar / Renewable Energy

Pifion Plumbing, LLC
All Service Heating - Residential & Commercial
Boilers, Furnaces & Propane Heaters
Licensed & Insured - Jeff Ray 719-783-0379

White Bros Custom Plumbing & Heating, Inc.
www.whitebrosplumbing.com
P.O. Box 957, Westcliffe ~ 719-217-7202
Locally Owned & Family Operated

Solar Solutions Ltd
Off Grid and Grid Tie
10 Hermit Lane. Silver Cliff 719-783-9666
email: pbailey@solarsolutions.com

White Bros Custom Plumbing & Heating, Inc.
www.whitebrosplumbing.com
P.O. Box 957, Westcliffe ~ 719-217-7202
Locally Owned & Family Operated

Propane

Storage

Norup Gas
28 Range View Loop, Westcliffe

719-783-9338

Wet Mountain Storage
300 Main St, Westcliffe (office)
719-783-9321
www.westcliffecoloradoselfstorage.com

State Farm Dennis Podzemny
1004 S gth St, Carion City
719-275-1548
https://www.canoncityinsurance.com

Real Estate Services

Tractox/Trailer Sales

Landscaping

Brenda Bosse HomeSmart Preferred Real Estate
g Bassick Place, Westcliffe, CO 81252
719-371-3270, brenda@brendabosse.com
Selling locally for 24 years.

True Value Hardware and Trailers
635 Shoop Dr, Penrose
719-784-0123
https://www.truevaluetrailers.com

Yardcrafters
Full Landscapes, Xeriscaping, Retaining Walls
719-275-5091
yardcrafterscolo@outlook.com

Custer County Realty
902 Main St, Westcliffe
719-783-9221
www.custerrealty.com

Vacation / Accommodations

Lodging

Hayden Outdoors - Twila Geroux
214 Main St, Westcliffe
719-371-4344 | twila@haydenoutdoors.com
https://www.haydenoutdoors.com

Darkskies Vacations
Enter WMV-LOCAL for 10% off vacation home rentals
Visit Darkskies.vacations or call

719-783-0648

Veterinary

Darkskies Vacations
Enter WMV-LOCAL for 10% off vacation home rentals.
Visit Darkskies.vacations or call

719-783-0648

Lori Kastendieck
Independent Broker
719-269-0653
WestcliffeBroker.com

High Peaks Animal Hospital
1200 Broadway St, Silver Cliff
719-783-3770
www.highpeaksanimal.com

THank You ForR SupPORTING 0UR ADVERTISERS!

Well Drilling and Pump Services

Finney Drilling
Caion City
719-275-9525
larryfinneydrilling@gmail.com
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Recurring Events

Mondays
10 a.m. Pickle Ball Silver Cliff Mem.Park (SCMP)

More info: lizbrannen@gmail.com
6 -7:30 p.m. Men’s Bible Meeting at First Baptist Church.
6 p.m. Alcoholics Anonymous (CLSD) 12 Step study, at St.
Luke’s, 3rd & Rosita, Westcliffe. Martha at 719-371-1853.

1st Monday of the Month

10 - 11 a.m. Women’s Veteran Coffee Social
West Custer County Library Library Community Rm.,
209 Main St. Westcliffe

5 p.m. Post 170 Auxiliary mo. mtg (year-round) Cliffe Lanes

2nd and 4th Monday

6 — 7 p.m. Narcotics Anonymous

Community United Methodist Church Fellowship Hall.
Children Welcome. colobamanana@yahoo.com

Tuesdays
9 a.m. Women’s Bible Studay at First Baptist Church

12 noon — 1 p.m. Alcoholics Anonymous (CLDS)
“As Bill Sees It” St. Luke’s, 3rd & Rosita in W/C.
Call Martha at 719-371-1853.

1st Tuesday of the Month

9 a.m. - 3 p.m. Old Schoolhouse Quilters Comfort
Quilters @ Valley Bible

6:00 p.m. American Legion Post 170 monthly meeting
at Cliff Lanes meeting room.

4-6 p.m. Christian Music on KLLZR 91.7 FM

2nd Tuesday of the Month

9 a.m. Old Schoolhouse Quilters Guild Mtg @ Valley
Bible

3rd Tuesday of the Month
Liberty Rocks TUESDAY CANCELLED FOR MAY

Wednesdays

8 -9 a.m. Veterans Coffee Social, Veterans and Caregivers
welcome. West Custer County Library Community Rm.,
209 Main St. Westcliffe

9:30 — 11 a.m. Line Dancers meet at United Methodist
Church, 204 S 6th St. Call Debbie Underwood at
(432) 553-7483.

9:45-11:30 a.m. The Posse Ladies Bible Study @Sangre
de Cristo Fellowship, 120 Jerry Dr. Westcliffe. Holly
703-338-4100 or Rene at 719-371-7076

10 a.m. Pickle Ball (SCMP) info: lizbrannen@gmail.com

6 p.m. Alcoholics Anonymous (CLSD) Big Book Study at
St. Luke’s, 3rd & Rosita, Westcliffe. Martha at
719-371-1853.

6 p.m. Prayer Group Meeting. First Baptist Church
of Westcliffe. Call 719-783-2498.

First Thursday of the Month
9 a.m. - 3 p.m. Comfort Quilters, FBC (log bldg next to the
church) 417 S. 6th St. Contact Delores at 719-371-1451.

2nd Thursday of the Month

6 p.m. Custer County Republican Central Committee
meeting. Ranchers Roost. The public is welcome See
www.CusterGOP.com or Facebook page at https://m.
facebook.com/custergop

3rd Thursday of the Month

2 p.m. Round Mt Water District Meeting.

Eridays

10 a.m. Pickle Ball Silver Cliff Memorial Park
More info: lizbrannen@gmail.com

1 -4 p.m.- Mah Jongg at the Senior Center

6 p.m. Alcoholics Anonymous Open Discussion, St.
Luke’s, 3rd & Rosita. Call Martha 719-371- 1853

2nd Friday of the Month
8 a.m. Mens’ Prayer Breakfast at First Baptist Church

Saturdays
10 a.m. Wet Mountain Al-Anon Family Group meets at

St. Luke’s Episcopal Church. Call Dee (719) 404-1851
or Jean (719) 371-1229.

3rd Saturday of Month

8 a.m. Valley Bible Fellowship Men’s Breakfast Open to
all Men of the Community, 116 Hermit Lane, Silver Cliff
Questions, Mike @ 719-650-0362

1 p.m. VFW meeting at Cliff Lanes Conference Room,
Post Commander Burt Daniels 719-783-3050

BOCC: Tons of Policies, Silver Cliff
Gets Some Free Land, Round
Mountain Donation Confusion

by George Gramlich,
News and Commentary

he April 24, 2025 Custer County
Board of County Commissioners

(BOCC) regular meeting was held
at the All Aboard Westcliffe meeting
room and started at 9 a.m. All three
Commissioners were present: Chair
Bill Canda and members Lucas Epp
and Paul Vogelsong.

Not too much in Commissioner
Epp said the ARPA and
LATCF yearly grant fund reports
were done and submitted. Canda said
the Commissioners had a “good”
meeting with our local dems. (The
local Polis, Biden, AOC, Pelosi
loving Custer County democrat party
asked our Commissioners to show
up at a “round table” so they could
question them about what is going to
happen to Happy Valley when the fed
and state grant money disappears,
and the children will be starving.)

Items.

In New Business, Accounts Payable
was up first. Epp gave the run down.
(Epp does good with this. He reviews,
during his presentation, all AP items
over 85k. Very informative. Of note,
interim County Attorney Dan Slater
got a $6.8k check and they finally
paid for the infamous Rolls Royce
level chipper with a $98k check.) The
total AP for the last two weeks was
$372k.

Next was a proposal to approve
a proclamation for Family Crisis
Services to proclaim April Sexual
Assault Awareness month. Family
Crisis Services does a lot of good
stuff including safe houses for abuse
victims, therapy and counseling. Last
year they served 274 clients. The
proclamation was approved.

The Mayor of the Town of Silver CIiff,
Buck Wenzel was next at the royal
table. He said the County and Silver
Cliff had an Inter-Governmental
Agreement (IGA) regarding a piece of
land the county owns but Silver CILiff
uses and maintains. It has signs on it
and it is a trail head. Buck wanted the
BOCC to deed the piece over to Silver
Cliff to make things simpler. This was
approved.

Human Services was next with nine
policies that the state requires and the
County hadn’t adopted them. This was
supposed to have been done in 2022
but it wasn’t. The Commissioners
approved all the policies.

Next up was Human Resources
Director, Bob Smith, with the newly
revised Records Retention Policy for
the County. Bob has sent it around
to the various department heads for
review and made some changes based
on that input. The Commissioners
approved it.

The final New Business Agenda Item
was about setting up a procedure so
people could donate money to help the
Round Mountain Water and Sanitation
District pay for the construction of
their new waste treatment system.
(Remember the County donated $40k
recently.) Canda led the discussion.
He wanted to set up an account item
at the Treasurer’s Office to take the
donations which would allow the
donations to be tax deductible. It was
asked why can’t Round Mountain
do it and Canda said that under
their  statutory
were not allowed to do that. County
Attorney Slater said that was wrong
and Round Mountain, like a bunch
of other local entities, by statute can

regulations, they

accept donations and have them be
tax deductible. This went on for a bit.
Finally, Canda said he would go over
and talk to Round Mountain to find
out one way or the other.

No fireworks. Of note,

Chair Canda is letting people, one

however,

person in particular, interrupt the
Commissioners discussion of items
instead of waiting for the Public
Comment interlude at the end of
each Commissioner discussion. Very
disruptive and rude.

Come and Worship

Christian Science
9:30 a.m. Worship
8 Bassick Place,Westcliffe

Church of Christ
9:30 a.m. Bible Study
10:30 a.m. Worship
818 Ohio Street, Silver C]l'ﬁr
719/783-4601

Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter Day Saints
240 Ridgeline Dr, Vl'esrc]zﬁ-e
Pres: 719/214-4589

Cody Park Community Church
9:30 a.m.. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Worship
Tues. 8:30 a.m., Prayer Mtg.
Wedn. 7 p.m. Bible Study
0157 County Rd. 274
Cotopaxi 719/942-3526

Community United Methodist Church

8 a.m. & 10 a.m. Worship
202 S. 6th Street, Westcljfé
719/783-2511

Cotopaxi Community Church
9:45 a.m. Sunday School
11 a.m. Worship
6 p.m. Wedn. Bible Study
PastorSteveHolcomb(@gmail.com
20326 Huwy. 50, Cotopaxi

First Baptist Church of Westcliffe
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Fellowship
10:45 a.m. Worship
4:30 p.m. Wedn. AWANAS
410 S. 6th Street, Westcliffe
Pastor Josh Olsteen

719/783-2498

High Country Mennonite Church
9:30 a.m. Worship
10:45 a.m. Sunday School
103 N. Adams Sr,I‘Vesth!ﬂ-e
719/783-9045

Huerfano Community Bible Church

10:30 a.m. Sunday Worship
7 p.m.: Thursday Bible Study
603 Leon Street,Walsenburg
(719) 251-9053

Hope Lutheran Church
2 p.m. Worship
3:15 p.m. Bible Study
3rd & Powell Streets,Westcliffe
Pastor Dan Kletke 719/783-2323
Lange Hall 719/783-2561

Living Stone Calvary Chapel
Saturday evenings: 5:30 p.m.
Sunday Mornings: 9 a.m. & 11a.m.
830 Bridge St., Canon City, CO
Pastor Sean Meagher 719/276-0863

Send Church updates to sdc.sentinel@gmail.com
(719) 783-3360

Our Lady of the Assumption
Roman Catholic Church
Diocese of Pueblo
11 a.m. Sunday Mass
10 a.m. (2nd Tuesday of month) Mass
10 a.m. Wednesday Mass
5:30 p.m. Thursday Mass
109 S. 5th S[ree[,Wes[cIlﬂ'e
719/783-3507

Our Lady of Mt. Zion
Catholic Church

11 a.m. Mass, 2nd & 3rd Sunday of month

210 S. 2nd St, Westcliffe
719/783-2491

Praise Community Church
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise & Worship 10:45 a.m.
215 N Pikes Peak Ave. , Florence
719/784-1184

St. Luke’s Episcopal Church
10:30 a.m. Worship & Eucharist
11:30 a.m. Fellowship
8:30 a.m. Prayer Service, Thursdays
3rd & Rosita Streets, Westcliffe
719/783-2477

St. Patrick’s Anglican Church
11 a.m. Worship
403 S. 2nd S., Westcliffe
925/339-0175 or 719/783-2500

Sacred Heart Catholic Church
Diocese of Pueblo
Saturday Mass 4 p.m.
Highway 69, Gardner
Bldg. Mickey.719/746-2037

Sangre de Cristo Cowboy Church
Pastor: Mike Shields
10 a.m. Sunday School Bible Study
11 a.m. Worship
Last Sunday of Month:

Potluck at Noon
sangredecristocowboychurch.com
also on Facebook
60260 Hu)/ 69, Wextc];ﬂ?:
719/232-5372

Sangre de Cristo Fellowship
9 a.m. Meet & Greet
9:30 a.m. Service
120 Jerry Drive, U'cstdg'ﬁé
719/783-0903

Sangre de Cristo Seminary Chapel
10 a.m. Worship
6160 County Rd. 130, Westcliffe
719/ 371-1822

Valley Bible Fellowship
10 a.m. Worship

116 Hermit Lane, Silver C[}'ﬂ
719/581-7572

Wetmore Baptist Church
9:45 a.m. Sunday School
10:45 a.m. Worship
6 p.m. Worship
Junction qf\Huj' 96 & 67,Wetmore
719/371-1230

Wetmore Community Church
9 a.m. Sunday School
10 a.m. Worship
699 County Rd. 395, Wetmore
719/784-0596

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ!

According to His great mercy, He has caused us to be born again to a living

hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,

to an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading,

kept in heaven for you,

who by God’s power are being guarded through faith

for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.
1 Peter 1:3-5 ESV
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| Frontier

Kitchens & Interiors

Frowtier Kitchens is a full-service
interior desigwn store specializing
in custom new butlds

and remodels.

* 3D Designs

* In-Store Consultations

visit our Local showroom on Main
Street to see a HUGE selection of
product choices!

N 719-783-9225
- www.Frontierkandi.com
318 Main Street, Westcliffe

Classifieds

Help Wanted Real Estate

and Surrounding Areas
Swota Enterprises
719-783-4477

Announcements

OOKS Custer County School Lori Kastendieck
FREE,B K . District is now hiring. Wanted
At the Sil‘litl::l:i ;.Lendmg Apply online at https:// Indel[;en;]::ntt Btroker
History, biography, war, www.applitrack.com/ ?a state .
crime, etc. Good quality. ccbobcats/onlineapp. WestcliffeBroker.com Wanted: Accepting
Hkok 719-269-0653 Free Fill Dirt
Serving buyers & (in Custer County)
sellers Call J.T. for details.
For Sale Sangre de Cristo Since 1982 970-261-6790
ORGANIC EGGS Sentinel
and Meat We Need Local Services Liberty Rocks
Call the Egg Lady people to Report on will not have a
719) 371-5497 LOCAL News WILDFIRE o
T MITIGATION meeting in May
Pyrenees Pups Stop by Tues -Wedn. Home and Property
Pure White. 9-3, Fri. 9-12 Protection
Twelve weeks old. 601 Main St., Skid Steer Work/Home ol Wt ltih
$100. Each Westcliffe Improvement and Repair
Call 719-285-3093 Serving Custer County Color

To Place an ad, please call 719-783-3360 or email sdc.sentinel@gmail.com.
The deadline for getting your information into the Classifieds is Monday at 4 p.m. for that week’s edition.

Custer Senior Center Menu

Monday, May 5 Thursday, May 8
#21 Chicken & Noodles #18 Bratwurst on a Bun
Seasoned Green Beans Onions & Cabbage
Baked Acorn Squash Oven Browned Potatoes
Apricot Pineapple Compote Peas & Carrots
WW Bread w/Butter Orange

Served Mondays, Tuesdays & Thursdays at noon. 612 Main St., Silver Cliff Townhall (lower level)
The following major food allergens are used as ingredients: Milk, Egg, Fish, Tree Nuts, Peanuts, Wheat, Soy and Sesame.

Please call (719) 783-9508 before 9:30 a.m. for reservations
A $4 suggested donation per meal is appreciated, but not required. All menus subject to change.

Tuesday, May 6
#49 Hamburger on a Bun
Catsup, Mustard, and Onion
Split Pea Soup
Creamy Cole Slaw
Banana

"Renewable Energy Systems”
QUAUTY - SERVICE - DEPENDABILTY

Custom Design and Installation
Photovoltaics, Wind, Hybrid & Grid-Tie systems
Maintenance Program Available

Serving Custer County
For 30 Years

www.solarsolutions.com

L IRFLCS

CERTIFIED

PV Installation
Professional

Pat Bailey - Owner
10 Hermit Lane,
PO Box S54

Silver Cliff, CO 81252

Ph: 719/783-9666
Fax: 719/783-2167

email: pbailey@solarsolutions.com

Events

May 2, 10:30 a.m.
Spring Widows’ Luncheon @ High Country
Mennonite Church on 103 North Adams Street,
Westcliffe RSVP to Jen @ 719.371.0713

May 2 & 3, Friday 5:30- 8:30 p.m.
Saturday 9:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.

Women’s Conference at First Baptist Church
Lunch on Saturday- Conference is FREE

May 9 & 10,9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Yoder’s Home Furnishings Spring Sale
Food, Shopping Spree Giveaway and Big Savings

Wednesday May 7th, 5 to 7 p.m.
Bobcat Cafe Dinner @ School MPR
RSVP to to 719.783.2291 by May 6th
Cash donations accepted

Tune in

The First Tuesday of the Month
4-6 p.m. Christian Music on KLZR 91.7 FM

CUSTER COUNTY

COMMUNITY SHARING FOOD PANTRY

120 N. 3rd St. Fri. (719) 783-2994
OPEN First 3 Fridays of the month
11— 2p.m.

MAY SCHEDULE

Care and Share-May 9 and 23 from 11-3
TEFAP-May 12 from 12-2
Everyday Eats -available during
any regular distribution.

An Equal Opportunity Provider

215 E. Main St _
Silver Cliff, CO 81252

(719) 285-3181
(719) 783-3281

cliffesautosves@gmail.com

Free Estimates - No Job to Big or Small

( )

HerShhel‘g‘el' * Metal Roofing

CONSTRUCTION S
* Windows
e Decks

719-216-9545 - Buildings

OVER 20 YEARS OF QUALITY AMISH WORKMANSHIP
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Custer County Schools Culinary Course

Friday, May 2, 2025

We have just celebrated May Day which is May Ist. Many places have
parades and picnics on this day. However, today we will research Mayday, the
International Distress Call. While many have heard of this call, not everyone
knows the meaning or where it originated from. That is what we will find out
today.

Why did we need a new distress call when we already had SOS? In 1908 SOS
was adapted as the International Distress Call and was used by navy captains
regularly and it replaced various codes used by many different countries. On
ships they communicated through telegraph using Morse Code. There was no
mistaking SOS on a telegraph (three dots, three dashes, three dots). However,
airline pilots using SOS could be mistaken for another consonant like F and
in an emergency, you don’t need to be saying S as in Sam, O, S as in Sam.
All that to say, another distress signal was needed. The need for a signal arose
after WWI, that is when air traffic between Britain and mainland Europe
dramatically increased.

In the early 1920’s Frederick Stanley Mockford, officer-in-charge of radio
at Croydon Airport, England, had been asked to think of a word that would
indicate distress and would easily be understood by all pilots and ground staff
in an emergency. Since the Croydon Airport received a lot of traffic from
France, he considered a French phrase and landed on m’aider, which means
help me. There were nuances in language that meant a universally understood
signal was the best choice. Because of that, “m’aider” became “mayday”
and was adopted as the standard signal for distress in 1927. When making a
Mayday call the operator must repeat the word three times, Mayday, Mayday,
Mayday. “Mayday” is the signal that there’s an urgent and life-threatening
situation in progress. Making a false distress call is a criminal offense in many
countries, punishable by a fine, restitution and possible imprisonment.

One more interesting fact: “Mayday” is the signal that there’s an urgent and
life-threatening situation in progress. However, operators can also fall back on,
“pan-pan,” which means you have an urgent situation that’s not immediately
putting lives at risk — for instance, your boat ran out of fuel and you need
assistance.

by Audrey Slater. Sources: https://www.merriam-webster.com/wordplay/
mayday-meaning-origin, https://science.howstuffworks.com/transport/flight/
modern/mayday.htm, https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mayday, https://www.boat-
erexam.com/blog/why-mayday-is-used-as-an-emergency-call/

Sangre de Cristo Sentinel - Westcliffe, Colorado

Custer County School District C-1
MENU for the WEEK of May5 thru May 8, 2025

Breakfast Lunch

Cereal Turkey and cheese Wrap

Cratmeal Chips

Mixed Fruit Vegelables

Yogurt, Milk Fruit, Choice of Milk
Tuesday Scrambled eggs White Chili

Sausage Carrots and Celery

Yogurt Crackers

Fruit, Choice of Milk Fruil, Choice of Milk
Wednesday Cinnamon Rolls Panty Melt

Yopun Letuce Tomato Pickle

Fruit Owen Fries

Chaoice of Milk Fruit, Choice of Milk
Thursday Biscuits and Gravy Muggets, Mashed Potatoes

Fruit Veggic salad

Chaoice Fruit, Choice of Milk

ELEMENTARY - MAIN DISH, GRAIN PRODUCT, VEGETABLE, FRUIT &
MILK. MIDDLE & HIGH - MAIN DISH (OR SALAD BAR), GRAIN PRODUCT,

VEGETABLE, FRUIT & MILK This institution is an equal employer.

by Mr. Bowdish, Culinary Arts Teacher
Custer County Schools

am reminded every day of how awesome these 10th,

11th, and 12th graders at CCHS are. The first year of
teaching the Culinary Fundamentals class here has been
an honor for me and the students are proving to be great
ambassadors. When we look back at how much we have
done with scratch cooking, knife skills, cleaning as they
go, teamwork, and taking on all challenges they never fail
to inspire me to challenge them with more. The classroom
has proven to be up to the challenge and we look forward
to growing the program with more classes for next year.
Several students are interested in this as a career path and
that is great. Our approach to this year has always been
that cooking is a life skill. I hope that all of these first year
students go out and encourage others to take the class and
that they just “Keep On Cooking!”

(Photo Feature in weeks to come!)
Custer County Schools Photo

‘HHU'

Dobcats !

All games and dates are subject to change without notice.

Friday, May 2:
8 am HS Track @ Caiion City Blossom

Come support the Bobcats Concession Stand at every Home game!

Dobcatys Sconebouand!

Thursday, April 24:
HS Baseball vs Elbert: 14-8, loss
Friday, April 25:
HS Track Celebrations from Rye Thunderbolt Invitational:
24 teams in attendance:
Grant Rusk: 2nd in high jump, 2nd in long jump, 3rd in triple
Miranda Benoit: 2nd in the 1600m, 5th in the 800
Liz Ergo: 2nd in the 300 m hurdles, 5th in the 100m hurdles,
Ivy Carichner: 3rd in triple jump
Levi Carichner: 3rd in the 100m,
Mason Stover: 3rd in the 1600, 7th in the 800m
Hayden Hampton: 4th 200m
4th Place - Girls 4x400- Miranda, Lily, Reaghan, Hayden
Chris Mullett: 5th in the Shot Put, 9th in discus
7th Place - Girls 4x200- Lily, Ivy, Layna, Piper
Piper Cunningham: 8th in the 800m
Reaghan Shank: Sth in long jump, 9th in the 100m
Layna Jones: 8th in Triple jump
7 PR’s
HS Baseball vs La Veta: Ist Game: 15-0, loss; 2nd Game: 22-13, loss
Saturday, April 26:
HS Track Celebrations from District 2 Invitational @ Harrison:
18 teams in attendance
Hayden Hampton: 2nd in the 400m; 3rd in Triple Jump, 11th in the 100m
Grant Rusk: 2nd in Triple Jump, 3rd in High Jump, 3rd in Long Jump
Mason Stover: 3rd in the 3200m
Miranda Benoit: 4th in the 1600m, 7th in the 800m
Levi Carichner: 7th in the 100m
Chris Mullett: 7th in Discus, 8th in Shot Put
Layna Jones: 10th in Triple Jump
Ivy Carichner: 11th in Triple Jump
Robert Bachman: 11th in the 200m, 15th in the 100m
Reaghan Shank: 14th in Long Jump
Doc McCoy: 13th in Discus, 15th in Shot Put
8 PR’s!
HS Baseball @ HOME vs Hinkley: 17-7, WIN!

O come, let us sing unto the LORD: let us make

a joyful noise to the Rock of our salvation.
Psalm 95:1
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Tonys Players of the Week

Taylor Bradford
Baseball MVP

Taylor Bradford went 5-5 against Hinkley
on Saturday.

2 singles,

1 double

1 triple

1 “out of the park” home run!!

“A cycle” (single, double, triple, and a
home run in one game) is very hard to
do at any level!!

On defense, Taylor plays several differ-
ent positions including; pitcher, catcher,
and second basemen.

Photos courtesy of Mariah Bradford

MOST
VALUABLE
PLAYER

every single day. She is such a positive
role model and we are so lucky to have
her. This weekend she truly gave it her all
during her 400m run and passed out at
the finish. She came back at the very next
meet two days later and got a personal
record in the 200m that put her in 7th

in state. Talk about persevering through
adversity! We are proud of you Hayden!!

Hayden Hampton
HS Track and Field MVP

This week-- we select Hayden Hampton
as our athlete of the week. She is one of
the most all around hard working athletes
not just on the court or on the field but in
the classroom as well. She continuously
shows her dedication and commitment to
any program she is involved in. She push-

es herself and her teammates to be better  Photo by Jennifer Russ Photography

. FLECTRIC, LLE

—+ Quality service at a reasonable price!

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

Solar, Hot Tubs, Generators, {
Lighting Retrofit & Installation,

Service Upgrades, & Electrical Design ;

SERWCING THE FOLLOMN G AREAS —

HTeImd er
Rl LTS LU -:--x-’---u'\:r Aol
e

-.u LR R LA -.,.-’-.---1-- -\,..-

LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED ——

J11!1 -320-0913 JRBELECTRIGLLC.COM [w] EI

Like & Follow ¥ @JrbElectricLlc
GENERAC AUTHORIZED DEALER

s

After Prom Thank You

The students of CCHS would like to thank the following community members
and businesses for making the 2025 After Prom a tremendous success!
Thank You After Prom Sponsors and Donors!

Bobcat Sponsors
(5200 or more in donation/merchandise)

ACE Hardware P Bar O Disposal
American Legion PTSO of Custer County
Antlers Hotel Royal Gorge Association of Realtors

Blue Skies Painting

Chappy’s Bar and Grill

City of Silver Cliff

Colorado Forestry Excavation (CFE)
Conoco Country Store

Custer County Commissioners

Custer County Republican Committee
Fremont County Public Health

Midwest ECM Repair

Our Lady of the Assumption Catholic Church

Rusk Ranches and All-Safe Storage
Salty Pine Floral and Boutique
Sentinel/ Mountain Publishing
Solar Solutions

St. Luke’s Episcopal Mission
Tony’s Mountain Pizza

Valley Bible Fellowship

Westcliffe Meats

Wet Mountain Valley Rotary

Gold Sponsors

Beach Redi-Mix
Bear Pak-N-Ship
Bear Ridge Construction

Lighthouse Pregnancy Center
Peregrine Coffee Shop
Seifert Enterprises

Custer County Cattlewomen’s Association .
Senior Center

CIliff Lanes Land
Custer County Sheriff and Deputies Watson Land Company
Custer County Supply Co. Wet Mountain Valley Fire Auxiliary

Wet Mountain Tribune
Wild Flour Donuts

Dark Skies Suites
High Peaks Animal Hospital

Special Thanks

Jennifer Russ for great photos! Melinda and Dave at Cliff Lanes!
CCHS Staff who helped and Chaperoned the Night! Aundrea McCormick, Joy Parrish, Thom
Peck, Brian Bills, Tara Simmons, Heath Higgins, Ryan Donovan and Clayton Stallones!

And shout out to Custer County Sheriff’s Department and the Posse
for providing supervision for After Prom Activities!

After Prom Committee Members

Lea Grundy, Tara Simmons, Pepper Stafford, Wendy Rusk,
Troy and Anita Bomgardner

ENJOY OUR
| et ‘ } ?I @},
“5 W l,f r’:/

SERVED
SUNDAYS

10AM TO 2PM

2 for $20

630 MAIN ST
SILVER CLIFF

719-783-9300
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Celebrating the Grand Openi

Please see ad & story on page 3 For details!
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by Ben Markus,
Colorado Public Radio

monthago, Fremont County

detectives made  what
seemed like a routine stop — a
van, registered in Mexico, had
failed to dim its high beams,
among other traffic infractions.

But what they found in the van
turned a run-of-the-mill traffic
ticket into a federal case: 180,000
rounds of ammunition ready for
use in assault rifles.

The two men in the van were from
Mexico, according to a criminal
complaint filed in U.S. District
Court earlier this month. They
had valid B-2 tourist visas and
were charged under a rarely used
statute: “Unlawful Possession of
Ammunition by Alien Admitted
Under a Nonimmigrant Visa.”

After making the stop, the
Fremont County deputies con-
tacted an officer with U.S.
Immigration and Customs En-
forcement. That agency then
took Caesar Ramon Martinez
Solis, 41, and Humberto Ivan
Amador Gavira, 24, into custody
in an immigration detention
facility. They were also cited for
the traffic violations, including
transporting hazardous materials

Same Day

Porcelain Crowns

Colorado State News
Fremont County Traffic Stop Yields Van Full of Ammo

without a permit, according to
the federal complaint, but CPR
News could not find state-level
charges against either man related
to the traffic stop.

In interviews with investigators,
the men said that they entered the
U.S. last month and purchased
the ammunition at an unidentified
gun store in Salt Lake City.
They told investigators that the
bullets were destined for Pueblo,
Colorado.

Amador Gavira (listed as
Amador-Gavira in state records)
was pulled over in Adams
County in December and cited
by Brighton Police for driving
without a license and insurance.
The charges were dismissed
by the Adams County District
Attorney.

Last Tuesday, both men appeared
in Federal court in Denver, where
their attorneys argued against
detention, in part because they
have no criminal history. The
judge disagreed, saying that their
lack of connections to Colora-
do made them a flight risk and
ordered them detained while the
criminal case plays out. No other
hearings are scheduled.

Both men were in the U.S. on
B-2 visas, which are designated

Bridges, Inlays,
Onlays, Veneers

Dentures, Partials

Root Canals

In-Chair Bleaching Available

Laser Soft Tissue Treatment

for tourism, to visit family or for
medical treatments. The visas
were issued to the men in 2023
and 2022, and were valid to be
used for up to 10 years to pass in
and out of the U.S. The criminal
complaint doesn’t explain how
they obtained the visas.

March 26, 2025 —

smuggling charges connected to
Mexico in recent weeks, though.

Last month in Arizona, border
agents found 8,000 rounds of
ammunition hidden in the trunk
of a Mexican national driving
back across the border to Mexico.
She admitted, according to the

Fremont County Sheriff’s Office searched a

vehicle in Cailon City during a traffic stop and found what they
estimated to be approximately 150 boxes of .308 ammunition, and
approximately 30 boxes of 7.62 ammunition. Each box was labeled

as containing 1,000 rounds.

Photo from US Attorney Office of Colorado

The federal charge, “Unlawful
Possession of Ammunition by
Alien Admitted Under a Non-
immigrant Visa,” is rarely used.
CPR News could find only nine
other cases in the U.S., with the
last being in 2021. There have
been a number of gun-related

Creating

Digital X-Rays & 3D X-Rays

Beautiful Smiles

in Colorado

618 Main Street, Canon City, CO
719-275-0661 jaredsmithdmd.com

Fully insured

criminal complaint, that she was
paid to buy the ammo in the U.S.
and then drop it at a location in
Mexico.

In Wyoming last month, state
troopers pulled over a vehicle for
speeding and, according to the

TiT N

O LAt

federal complaint, saw boxes of
“high caliber ammunition” in the
back seat and passenger seat of
the car. Ricardo Paez-Quinones
told the troopers that he bought
the ammunition in Utah for
target practice with his girlfriend,
though he later admitted that he
didn’t own a firearm. Troopers
also found a small amount of
cocaine in the vehicle.

A day after the arrest, ICE agents
found that Paez-Quinones had
no legal status to be in the U.S.,
having been removed from the
country in 2012 and 2014.

The U.S. Attorney’s office in
Colorado said in a press release
that the case is now part of
Operation Take Back America,
which aims “to repel the invasion
of illegal immigration, achieve
the total elimination of cartels
and transnational criminal organi-
zations (TCOs), and protect our
communities from the perpe-
trators of violent crime.”

Reprinted with permission. ©
2025 Colorado Public Radio. All
Rights Reserved.

Please see: https://www.cpr.
org/2025/04/21/fremont-
county-ammo-filled-van-mexico-
pueblo/
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Lisa Kidwell
Owner/Contractor

*

L
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Complimentary On-Site Consultation

WHERE TO PURCHASE THE PAPER

SILVER CLIFF Conoco Country Store
Dutch Pantry & Deli

Tony’s Pizza

WESTCLIFFE Antlers’ Liquor Store

o ~, Lowes Market (Box outside)

;" . l Sunflower Natural Foods

% i"@: - '\.\ Wescliiffe Petroleum

k- SDC Sentinel Office

Inside or Box outside

USPS (Box outside)
Conservative Colorado!

) ’Cunstructiun Solutions

Custom Homes.Remodeling

.Steel Building Sales and Erection

of Colorade. LLC

.Concrete

CONSTSOLUTIONS@ICLOUD.COM

Construction Solutions
of CO, LLC
Casey Nordyke:
719-371-7454
Corey Nordyke:
719-371-6143

Authorized Dealer
Sentinel Steel Buildings
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Colorado State News

Homelessness Up by 90%
Since 2020 in Colorado

by Deek Draplin, i
The Center Square ;

Border Patrol
Arrestof the Week

“Communities like Colo-
rado Springs are showing
real results with work-
first models grounded
in accountability and re-
covery,” Zvonek added.
“It’s time to apply those
lessons where the crisis is
growing most rapidly.”

olorado has seen the fourth

highest percentage increase
in homelessness in the U.S. since
2020, according to a new report.

The report, by the free-enter-
prise Common Sense Institute,
also called into question most
of the state’s “housing first” ap-
proach, saying it “may not be the
best approach to addressing this
challenge.”

Other cities that take a
“housing first” approach
include Los Angeles,
which saw a 39% increase
in homeless individuals
since 2020; San Francisco

Colorado’s homeless population (9% increase) and
increased by 90% since 2020, Portland, OR  (70%
ranking behind only Vermont increase).

(212%), Ilinois (148%) and
Rhode Island (121%). According
to the report, the state’s 3.14 home-

“Housing first policies

US Border Patrol P Rel
reduced the number of order Fatrof Fress Release

have not

less per 1,000 residents ranks ninth
nationally.

“This report makes clear that home-
lessness is growing fastest in cities
most reliant on housing- first strat-

homeless
the cities practicing them, though
they have moved many people from

individuals in many of

April 18,2025

Verified account

ATTEMPTED MURDERER APPREHENDED-

4/16- An aggravated felon claiming to be a Mexican
national named Carlos Manuel Lopez, was apprehended
after crossing the Rio Grande in Fort Hancock, TX.
Thanks to our biometrics database, we confirmed his
true identity to be Jose Deras-Valle, a citizen of El
Salvador with a violent criminal record.

egies,” said Dustin Zvonek, CSI’s
research fellow on homelessness
and a former Aurora City Council
member. “We need to step back and
look at the broader data — ask what’s
working, what’s not, and focus on
implementing policies that deliver

In the combined Denver-Boulder-
Aurora area, $405 million in local,
state, federal and nonprofit funding
was spent in 2023 to combat home-
lessness, CSI noted.

unsheltered spaces to sheltered
spaces,” CSI’s report concluded.
“Because results have not been
demonstrated, federal agencies and
other public leaders must loosen
funding so that it can be used to

Denver had a record-high 9,977
unhoused individuals in 2024, accord-
ing to point-in-time counts. Of those,
2,233 individuals participated in
Denver’s “housing first” All in Mile
High Program, which cost $69,413
per person and an additional $16
million on those who became un-
sheltered after leaving the program,

measurable, sustained improvements.

The think tank also contrasted Denver’s
“housing first” approach with El
Paso County’s (Colorado Springs)
and Aurora’s “work first” approach.
In El Paso County, the point-in-
time count for last year was 1,146
homeless individuals, 12% less than

support approaches that prioritize
self-sufficiency.”

Please see: https://www.thecenter
square.com/colorado/article_
1913333f-cecd-4dc1-b7d5-
63636faa2217.html

This MS-13 gang member was convicted in Hialeah,
FL, for premeditated attempted murder and discharging
a firearm from a vehicle. He was sentenced to 15 years
in prison. He now faces prosecution for felony illegal

re-entry (§USC1326).

the report said. the prior year.

/ 1
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BL.I"(jI["I[_'_] Supp|um :

g

REDI
-MIX

« COMPLETE POLE BARN KITS
» COMPLETE HOUSE PACKAGES

Beact

CONCRETE SUPPLIER
& CONCRETE PUMP TRUCK

“THE FOUNDATION OF CUSTER COUNTY™

PRE-CAST SEPTIC TANKS AVAILABLE
1000 GALLON, 1250 GALLON, AND 1500 GALLON

PRE-CAST BARRIER BLOCKS
DECORATIVE & PLAIN

198 Range View Loop, Westcliffe, CO 81252

719.783.3558

BeachRediMix-CO.com

R4 facebook

« TRUSSES BUILT TO YOUR SPECS
« WINDOWS & DOORS
« REBAR #3, #4, #5

POLE BARN KITS
WE DESIGN - STATE WIDE!
FAST TURN-AROUND!
CREWS AVAILABLE

WWW.POSTFRAMEPLUS.COM

bsities online!

SKID STEER &
EXCAVATOR
RENTALS

MONDAY - FRIDAY 7AM-4:30PM
719.783.2385 | 705 OHIO ST, SILVER CLIFF, CO | cbslumber@gmail.com
WWW.CENTRALBUILDINGSUPPLYCO.COM

| haven’t spoken to my wife for 18 months.
| don’t like to interrupt her.
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t‘."'n = Offered by

~ Bob Senderhauf OWner/Broker

Custer County Realty, Inc.

902 Main St. - Westcliffe, CO
(719) 783-9221

- torian Churm &
Eiegance

The Wolff Hote:i

Custer County Realty, Inc.
902 Main St. - Westcliffe, CO
(719) 783-9221

REALTOR"

ELECTRONIC
RECYCLE!

9:00 ~ 12:00
Silver Dome
Parking Lot
Thereis a $30
fee for TV’s/RCT
MONITORS
and all other
electronics are
FREE!!

NO

APPLIANCES
WITH FREON!!

Sponsored by the Town of Silver Cliff

CLEAN UP DAY INFORMATION ON PAGE 4

Colorado State News

Fugitive Arrested in Canon
City After Foot Pursmt

On April 23, 2025, at approx-
imately 6:30 a.m., Deputies

from the Fremont County Sher-
iff’s Office attempted to contact
37-year-old Robert E. Tomsic,
who was wanted on multiple fel-
ony warrants. Initial information
indicated that Tomsic was in the
area of Central and Robbie Lane
in Caion City.

Through investigative efforts, a
residence was identified and sur-
veilled by Detectives. Later in
the afternoon, Deputies obtained
search warrants for the residence
and attempted to contact Tom-
sic. He exited the residence via
a window and led Deputies on a
foot chase throughout the neigh-
borhood, where he was eventual-
ly captured without incident.

Tomsic was booked into the
Fremont County Jail on the
following multiple charges:
Obstruction, Resisting Arrest,
2nd Degree Criminal Trespass
Failure to Appear - Violation
of Bond conditions (Archuleta County)
Possession Sch 1/2, Driving under Restraint
(Archuleta County) Aggravated Motor
Vehicle Theft, Felony Eluding (La Plata
County) The Fremont County Sheriff’s
Office would like to extend its gratitude
to the Cafion City Police Department for
their assistance in safeguarding Mountain
View and Harrison Schools during
this operation. We also appreciate the

cooperation of our community members
whose neighborhood was impacted by
the actions of this wanted fugitive. All
persons are considered innocent until
proven guilty in a court of law. Event Date
April 23, 2025 6:30 p.m. Created April
23rd, 2025.

Sourced via CRIMEWATCH®: https://
crimewatch.net/us/co/fremont/sheriff/
180579/events/fugitive-arrested-after-
foot-pursuit

Largest Methamphetamine Bust
Ever by Salida Police

Drug Bust in Salida
April 22,2025

For the last couple of
weeks, the Salida Police
Department has been in-
vestigating a drug distribu-
tion case in the Salida area.
As the case progressed,
it became necessary to
contact the DEA as we
learned that local shipments
were crossing state lines.
After conferring with the
DEA and working with the
11th JD District Attor-
ney’s Office, we were able
to obtain search warrants
for multiple addresses and
vehicles in Salida.

In the early morning hours

of April 22, 2025, SPD officers contacted a
target vehicle thought to be bringing in the
known shipment of drugs into Salida from
out of state. After detaining the occupants,
the vehicle was searched and approximately
two pounds of methamphetamine, various
pills, $7,769 in cash, and a firearm were
recovered.

The occupants of the vehicle were
Christopher Moreno, 40, of Salida and
Angel Moreno, 28, of Salida. Christopher
Moreno was charged with Unlawful
Distribution of a Controlled Substance, A
Drug Felony 1, Possession of a Schedule
1 or II Narcotic a Drug Felony 4, and
Possession of Drug Paraphernalia, A petty
offense. His bond was set at $50,000 cash.
Angel Moreno was charged with Unlawful
Distribution of a Controlled Substance, A
Drug Felony 1, Possession of a Schedule I
or II Narcotic a Drug Felony 4. His bond
was set at $50,000 Cash.

Following the first two arrests, Officers
then served an Arrest Warrant and Search

A7

Christopher Moreno, Angel Moreno, Florentino
Sillas-Rosales, Miguel Rosales-Casteneda

Chaffee County Sheriff’s Office

Warrant of another property in Salida.
At the second location, Florentino Sillas-
Rosales, 32, of Salida was arrested for
Unlawful Distribution of a Controlled
Substance, a Drug Felony 2. His bond was
set at $20,000 Cash.

While searching the residence, an occupant
named Miguel Rosales-Casteneda, 37, of
Salida, was also arrested on a warrant from
the Colorado State Patrol for Fugitive of
Justice. His bond was set at $1,000 Cash.

These arrests are great news to the
community and credit is owed to the Salida
Police Detectives [who] worked tirelessly
on the case, in order to take these drugs off
our streets. The estimated street value of
the drugs is approximately $40K to $50 K.
This case resulted in the largest amount of
Methamphetamine ever seized in Salida.
We are confident these arrests will make a
difference and make our community safer.

Chief Russell Johnson,
Salida Police Department
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Local American Legion
2024 - TAL Westcliffe Post 170 Year in Review

Press Release

THANK-YOU Silver Cliff, Westcliffe
and all of Custer County for your
generous support of The American
Legion Family. If you were won-
dering what happens to the money
you donate to TAL Westcliffe Post
170, their Auxiliary Unit 170 or
S.A.L. Sq 170, here is a list of our
accomplishments in Custer County
May 2024 through May 2025.

Our Legion 170 Family supports
our 4 Pillars of the American
Legion — Veterans Assistance &
Rehabilitation (VA&R), Children &
Youth, Americanism, and our National
Security.

Thanks to your generous support
we were able to:

1. Assist 52 Custer County Veterans
and/or their families with over
$50,000 for home and vehicle repairs,
generators, wood, solar supplies,
heaters, new ramps for veterans’
homes, electrical repairs, family death
support, several food and fuel cards,
and that’s just a sample of the assists.

2. We offer a free opportunity for
Boys & Girls State to the CCHS
Junior class each year - an experience
of a lifetime.

3. Award one $2,000 scholarship to a
graduating senior of CCHS.

4. Maintain and display over 50
“Main Street Flags” for nine patriotic
holidays including the large flag at the
West end of Main St.

5. Sponsor and support our local Cub
and Boy Scout Troops.

6. Continue active “Buddy Checks”
of Veterans, all in support of
“BE THE ONE” program.

7. Support the County’s Veterans’
Trust Fund with ‘seed’ money to keep
the program running, and maintain
and allocate the Post VA&R funds.

8. Proudly maintain and carry the
American and Service Flags in local
parades.

9. Perform full Military Honors for
four Veterans’ funerals including
a 3-rifle volley, playing taps, and
folding and presenting a flag to the
family.

10. Remember our “Fallen” Veterans
with an official Memorial Day
Observance on Memorial Day.

11. Organize/Host the Independence
Day Parade on July 4th; Co-host (with
the VFW) a Veterans July 4th picnic.

12. Remember our POWs/MIAs in
a service at the large flagpole at the
West end of Main St. on POW/MIA
Recognition Day, the 3rd Friday each
September.

13. Recognize ALL Veterans with a
banquet on Veterans’ Day (Nov 11th).
We THANK Valley Bible Fellowship
for their grace and generosity.

14. Participate in the National Wreaths
across America event by kicking off
the event with a local ceremony, then
to our five local cemeteries to lay
wreaths on the gravesites of over 350
Veterans.

15. Host a free Christmas dinner for
50+ CC Veterans and families with a
gift bag for everyone, funded by our
Poppy Program.

So, the next time we’re passing a
boot, handing out Poppies, hosting an
event (i.e. the Blues, Brews, & BBQ,
Chili Cook-Off etc.), seating and
serving you at Willie’s for “Tip-A-
Vet”, fundraisers for Wreaths across
America, or any other fundraiser
that may come your way — just know
that the money you donate directly
supports Veterans and their families
in Custer County. If you are an
honorably discharged Veteran and
are interested in joining our Post,
contact Jeff Parcells, 719-240-9811,
bodine6401@gmail.com, Auxiliary
interests contact Tricia Schoenfelder,
brittricia@aol.com,  720-447-6079,
and SAL interests contact Michael
Tyler, mtylerO8@hotmail.com, 719-
371-5221.

CROSSWORD PUZZLLE

17 13 41 Grows acorns 12 Biblical Greek word for love
42 Card game 13 After shower attire
43 Vane direction 21 Golfer’s goal
44 Concise 23 Ashy
46 National capital 24 Overly righteous
47 Fred Astaire movie 25 0Id TV show
49 Cavalry swords 26 Sugar-free brand
52 Title of respect 28 Statement of information
s7pE e 53 Oolong 30 Unhappiness
42 54 Drag 32 Ship initials
55 Samuel’s mentor 33 Terminate
58 Tribe of Israel 34 Grabbers
60 White-tailed sea eagle 37 Weight measurement
53 61 Positive electrode 38 __ goes before destruction
" 63 Two-footed 39 Book after Daniel
s 67 _ voyage 42 Distant
68 Sell illegally 44 Sticky black substance
69 Cowboy rope 45 Gist
70 Whichever 46 __ of the Good Samaritan
71 African country 47 Snake-like fish
72 Elect 48 Hog
?gtRoss gi '\B"Ofp - DOWN 49 Cat food brand
eep efore (prefix .
6 The devil 27 Serving of corn ; alos\t;elss cal 2(1) ?;%”gsct)éy 0ses
11 Forbid 29 Gets up 3 Terminal abbr. 56 Borrowed money
14 Expenditure 31 Event celebrated on Easter 4 oo 57 Lazily
15 Ascot 35 Formal greeting made by 5 \1ischievous act 59 Face
16 Past bending the knees- Minus g Fast plane 61 Query
17 Canned chili brand first letter 7 Land measurement 62 Government agency
18 Tribulation 36 On earth __, good will 8 Back of a coin 64 Pressure unit
19 Bill toward men 9 Language of Jesus 65 Eastern Time
20 Eat 37 speed unit 10 Football assoc. 66 Female deer
22 Shade tree 40 Fees 11 Dye with wax Puzzle key on page 8

Copyright © by Cliff Leitch, The Christian Bible Reference Site
www.ChristianBibleReference.org. Used by permission.

LEGAL NOTICES

NOTICE
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Custer County District Court, Colorado
205 S. 6th St.
Westcliffe, CO 81252

In the Matter of the Estate of

Michael R. Colgate a/k/a Michael Roland Colgate a/k/a Michael
Colgate

Deceased

Attorney for Personal Representative: Evan C. Withrow
Colorado Law Group, PLLC

121 E. Vermijo Avenue, Suite 200

Colorado Springs, CO 80903

Telephone:  (719) 635-4200

Fax Number: (719) 635-2493
Evan@coloradolawgroup.com

Atty. Reg. #: 46225

Case Number: 2025PR30001
Division: 1 Courtroom: 1

NOTICE TO CREDITORS BY PUBLICATION
PURSUANT TO 15-12-801, C.R.S.

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Estate of Michael R. Colgate, Deceased
Case Number 2025PR30001

All persons having claims against the above named estate are required
to present them to the personal representative or to

District Court of Custer, County, Colorado
on or before August 18, 2025, or the claims may be forever barred

Patsy R. Colgate
17525 S Columbus Blvd
Sahuarita, AZ 85629

Published April 18, April 25, May 2 2025
Sangre de Cristo Sentinel
Westcliffe, Colorado

LEGALS MADE EASY
IN COLORADO

DON’T SEE THE LEGAL YOU ARE

LOOKING FOR? Go to
www.PublicNoticeColorado.com
FREE & Printable

High Peaks

Animal Hospital
Dr. Kayla Ingram

Call for an appointment:
719-783-3770
1200 Broadway in Silver CIiff

The American Lg[glon Monthly
Meeting is the 1st Tuesday of ever{
month at 6:00 p.m. at the bowling alley:

The American Legion Auxiliary
Monthlﬁ Meeting is the 1st Monday of
each month at 5:00 p.m. at the
Cliff Lanes meeting room.

American Legion and VFW

Monthly Meetin
The Veterans of Foreign Wars
Monthly Meeting is the
3rd Saturday of every month at
1 p.m. at the bowling alley.

SPRAY
FOAM

INSULATION

1812 6th Trail, Cotopaxi, CO 81223
Imiller.millersroofcoatings@gmail.com

119-239-4139

719-371-7404
PPC16@PRIVATEGARDEN.ORG

Call to schedule: inspections, estimates, professional
pest management, residential, commercial,
licensed and insured

Need a ride? Call
Randy CAB

Owner/Driver

Randy Schiro
719-210-5908
randolf.schiro@icloud.com

Licensed & Insured
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The Liberty

Tree

Religion, The Constitution & Culture
State, National, & World

This country is in a crisis. And if youre fighting to save this country, if youre fighting to take this country back,
its not going to be sunshine and patriots. Its going to be people who want to fight. --Steve Bannon

The Daily Jot

Daily reporting and analysis of current events
from a biblical and prophetic perspective.
NOTE: When writing about God and Jesus,

The Daily Jot means YHVH as God and Yeshua Ha Mashiach

as Jesus--the actual original names and the true nature
and character of them.

Tabernacle: God With Us
Where the Spirit of the Lord Dwells

In 1 Peter 2:9, the Apostle Peter states that “you
are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy
nation, a peculiar people, that you show forth the
praises of Him who has called you out of darkness
into His marvelous light” In Exodus, the LORD
instructed Moses how to build the LORD’s dwelling
place, the Tabernacle, what was to be in it, even
down to what the priests were to wear. For followers
of Christ, our physical bodies are the LORD’s dwelling
place. And like the Tabernacle, the life within our
body has incredible spiritual significance. Exodus
27:20-30:19 informs us about the living breathing
life of the Tabernacle. It is symbolic of what must
inhabit our hearts and minds as a royal priesthood
in Christ.

The LORD told Moses to have the people bring
pure olive oil for the Menorah. Exodus 27:21 says
that Aaron and his sons were to keep the light of
the Menorah burning, “from evening to morning
before ADONAI (27:21).” The light was symbolic of
the Presence of God in the midst of His people. In
Matthew 5:14-16 Jesus said, “You are a light for the
world...when people light a lamp, they don’t cover
it with a bowl but put it on a lamp stand, so that it
shines for everyone in the house. In the same way,
let your light shine before people, so that they may
see the good things you do and praise your Father
in heaven.” The oil is symbolic of the Holy Spirit
that burns within us, helping us in our service to
the LORD, as we bring His Presence with us. Then,
in Exodus 28:2, God instructed Moses to make the
priestly garments for Aaron.

The garments consisted of the breastplate,
ritual vest, robe, tunic, a turban and a sash. The
breastplate was where the urim and tumim were
placed to determine God’s will on certain matters.
This was symbolic that the priest represented
the people before God, as he had the “means for
making decisions for the people of Israel over his
heart...(Exodus 28:30).” The ritual vest contained 12
gem stones signifying the 12 tribes of Israel being
carried upon the high priest’s shoulders. The turban
had a gold plate inscribed, “Set apart for ADONAL.”
All of the garments were symbolic of being set apart
for God’s work and were significant to the work of
the priests. This is a picture of Jesus as our “Great
High Priest (Hebrews 4:14),” who would bring about
God’s plan of atonement and redemption through
true holiness and perfection.

God commanded the people to make a brazen altar
upon which the burnt offerings and sacrifices were
presented to the Lord. The brazen altar was the first
thing one encountered after entering the courtyard
of the Tabernacle, making the point that we cannot
approach the Holy Presence of the LORD without
atonement for sin. This speaks of the cross where
the ultimate substitutionary sacrifice was made.
Hebrews 10:14 tells us, “For by a single offering He
has brought to the goal for all time those who are
being set apart for God and made holy.” Our lives
are like the Tabernacle, and eventually the Temple.
God’s name is not found in church buildings or
objects. God’s name—His Presence is revealed in
those who serve Him. When we read His Word,
worship Him, and live for Him, that’s how the
LORD’S name is revealed!

Bill Wilson
Dailyjot.com Printed with permission.

Supreme Court Hears
Major Parental Rights Case
over LGBT Reading

by Jonathan Turley,
JonathanTurley.Org

he Supreme Court hears oral

arguments on a major parental
rights case in Mahmoud v. Taylor,
a challenge to Montgomery County
(Md.) requiring their children to
participate in instruction that includes
LGBTQ+ themes. It is a case that
could produce sweeping changes
across the country as parents object to
the use of public schools to advance
social and political agendas. These
books are being required for children
3-10 years old. The parents have the
stronger argument in my view. A
ruling in their favor could prove one
of the most important victories for
parental rights in decades.

Parents objected in Maryland in
2022 when the county approved
books featuring LGBTQ+ characters
for inclusion in its language-arts
curriculum. The country then
announced that it would not allow
parents to opt to have their children
excused from instruction involving
the storybooks.

Various parents sued, including some
citing their Muslim, Catholic and
Ukrainian Orthodox beliefs. They
lost in the lower courts, including the
United States Court of Appeals for the
Fourth Circuit.

The parents cited Wisconsin v. Yoder,
where the Court declared that it was
“recognized ‘beyond debate’ the First
Amendment right of parents ‘to guide
the religious future and education of
their children.’” In that case, the court
held that Amish parents did not have
to send their children to school after
the eighth grade because it conflicted
with their religion.

They also argue that the Maryland
policy is neither neutral nor generally
applicable as required under Church of
Lukumi Babalu Aye v. City of Hialeah.
That could produce the greatest
number of questions from the justices.

The parents argued that the county has
long allowed notice and opt-outs for
material and instruction that address
family life and sexuality. However, it
refused to do so here.

The parents alleged religious hostility
in comments made against the
challengers. They raise the question of
why such children cannot be allowed
alternative reading options.

The Montgomery County Board of
Education is arguing a narrower view
of the free exercise clause and that
public education requires a uniform
curriculum, including recognition of
our society’s diversity. They insist
that allowing some to opt out would
present an overwhelming burden on
the schools.

A decision for the parents could
significantly change public schools’
handling of such controversial ma-
terials. I have previously written about
how administrators and teacher unions
are destroying public education by
elevating agendas over academics.

Teachers and boards are killing the
institution of public education by
treating children and parents more
like captives than consumers. They
are force-feeding social and political
priorities, including passes for
engaging in approved protests.

As public schools continue to produce
abysmal scores, particularly for
minority students, board and union
officials have called for lowering or
suspending proficiency standards or
declared meritocracy to be a form
of “white supremacy.” Gifted and
talented programs are being eliminated
in the name of “equity”.

Once parents have a choice, these
teachers lose a virtual monopoly over
many families. They are no longer a
captive audience. If public unions
want to maintain funding, they will
have to actually improve educational
results for these families.

Notably, figures like American Fed-
eration of Teachers president Randi
Weingarten have opposed the elimi-
nation of the Department of Education
because it might help voucher schools
and alternatives to public education.

In a podcast, Weingarten explained,
“We know, for example, what Texas
would do. They’ll use it for vouchers.
So they won’t give [federal funding]
to the kids who have it now, they’ll
just give it for vouchers.”

There is reason for Weingarten and the
teacher’s union being so concerned.
Florida allows for school choice and
has demanded greater performance
from public schools. Despite attacks
by Weingarten and other Democrats,
Florida has been ranked as the number
one state for both education and
the economy.

However, public educators have con-
tinued to lower proficiency require-
ments and cancel gifted programs to
“even the playing field.” The result has
been to further hide the dismal scores
and educational standards of many
public school districts.

There is an irony in the position before
the Supreme Court by public educators.
A reversal may be a critical change
in slowing the departure of families
from public schools. By limiting such
mandatory programs, some families
may be less likely to seek alternatives
to public schools. These families want
to send their children to public schools
while retaining their role in instilling
religious values for their children.
Montgomery County is forcing a
choice that few parents will make
against their family values.

As on earlier controversies over
parental rights, Democrats will find
that this is not partisan; it is primal
for parents.

Please see: https://jonathanturley.
org/2025/04/22/supreme-court-
hears-major-parental-rights-case-
over-lgbt-readings/#more-231033

HERDS GUTTED

from page 1

producers will begin rebuilding
the nation’s cattle herd. If more
replacement stock isn’t brought
online soon, the industry could face
a severe supply crunch, which could
drive retail prices for ground beef
and other beef products significantly
higher.

“The herd’s not just thinned — it’s
been gutted. The lowest since 1951,
and that’s not an accident. That’s
a warning. Years of fake money,
regulatory mischief, and globalist
trade schemes have stripped the
land of its stewards,” The Beef
Initiative founder, Texas Slim, stated.

Slim  emphasized: “We didn’t
just lose cattle — we lost legacy,

sovereignty, and a future for our
children. Rebuilding this herd isn’t
just about beef. It’s about survival.
National security doesn’t start with
weapons — it starts with food.”

Beef Initiative @beefinitiative

“The herd’s not just thinned — it’s
been gutted. The lowest since 1951,
and that’s not an accident. That’s
a warning. Years of fake money,
regulatory mischief, and globalist
trade schemes have stripped the
land of its stewards. We didn’t just
lose cattle — we lost legacy,

8:23 PM - Apr 18, 2025

The Beef Initiative, an agricultural
think tank, advocates for a more
localized, redundant, and secure food
supply chain—one that delivers clean
beef products to American consumers

while empowering individual
ranchers. The think tank’s mission
stands in stark contrast to the current
toxic food system, which is largely
dominated by the processed food
industrial complex.

Connecting ranchers directly with
consumers will be one of the key
pillars of the “Make America Healthy
Again” movement—an effort that
ZeroHedge will soon be supporting.
The initiative aims to return control
of the food supply chain to mom-
and-pop ranchers, provide Americans
with clean beef, and promote greater
transparency and  accountability
around food.

Please see: https://www.zerohedge.
com/commodities/herds-gutted-
historically-low-us-cattle-inventory-
drivers-beef-prices-new-highs
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WESTCLIFFE
FIREWO00D.
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Ryan Stover
719-371-6074

westcliffefirewood@gmail.com

EC# 103
Persistencez7@gmail.com

Oak Creek Electric
Rick Madrigal

Residential Electrical

Licensed & Insured

719-557-2925
95

I

WET MOUNTAIN STORAGE
115 C.R. #241, WESTCLIFFE, CO
FOR ALL YOUR STORAGE NEEDS

Fully Fenced, Automatic Gate & Video Surveillance

ox10 10x10 1015 10x20
8x20Conex 10x30 8x40 Conex
RV Storage

Office at 300 Main Street- Westcliffe
custompropertyservices@yahoo.com

119-183-9321

Girls Don't Belong in the Boy Scouts

by Mark Hancock, Commentary,
The Daily Caller News Foundation

:DAILY CALLER
NEWS FOUNDATION

“Silence in the face of evil is
itself evil: God will not hold
us guiltless. Not to speak is to
speak. Not to act is to act.”
— Dietrich Bonhoeffer

or more than a century, the
Boy Scouts of America (BSA)

stood as a pillar of moral clarity,
leadership and responsibility. It
was an organization that trained
boys to become men of character
— young men who would go on
to serve their families, churches,
and communities with conviction
and courage.

That legacy is now at risk.

Top advisers to Defense Secre-
tary Pete Hegseth and other mil-
itary officials recently urged the
Department of Defense to cut ties
with Scouting America, saying
the organization has “gone too
woke” and they had “lost what
they stand for.”

Pete Hegseth himself didn’t
mince words:

“This is an institution the left
didn’t control. They didn’t want
to improve it. They wanted to de-
stroy it or dilute it into something
that stood for nothing... Five
years ago, the Boy Scouts let in
girls — which was basically the
end of the Boy Scouts.”

“This is a tragedy,” he added.
“Young kids won’t have the op-
portunity to learn these skills —
but more importantly, the values.
And they did it to themselves.”

Hegseth is right — and the pain in
his words echoes in the hearts of
countless parents, veterans, and
church leaders who once trusted
the Scouts to shape their sons.

The recent name change from Boy
Scouts of America to Scouting
America isn’t only cosmetic —
it’s darkly symbolic. It marks
the surrender of an institution
that once knew boys and girls
are different, and that boys need
a space uniquely tailored to help
them become men. In today’s
culture, even that idea — that
boys exist, and are different from
girls — is too controversial to
affirm.

And it goes deeper still.

Scouting America’s Citizenship
in Society badge, now a require-
ment for Eagle Scout, is a reveal-
ing example of this drift. Rather
than encouraging counselors to
guide boys (and girls) toward
truth and wisdom, the badge re-
quires the adults to affirm what-
ever the Scout believes. Instead of
guiding with wisdom, the badge
directs leaders to remain silent
on issues like gender identity and
inclusion — not to speak from a
position of truth, but to step aside
and let impressionable youth “de-
termine their own beliefs.”

This badge is not just one require-
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ment among many — it embodies
a new philosophy that redefines
the role of a mentor.

The official counselor train-

ing materials even warn:

e “Do not share your experience
as a subject matter expert.”

e “The counselor is not to
interject their own opinions
and beliefs but instead
should consider the Scout’s
experience and journey.”

In other words: Be quiet. Stay in
your lane. Let them inform them-
selves.

That’s not leadership.
That’s abandonment.

Instead of equipping Scouts with
timeless truths, they are affirming
their self-determined undevel-
oped reality.

I cannot in good conscience re-
main silent while youth are taught
that truth is subjective and biolo-
gy is optional. And yet, to comply
with the new badge requirements,
silence is exactly what’s being
asked of every Scout leader.

Leadership requires conviction,
someone who steps in, speaks the
truth and guides with wisdom.
A coach does not merely “facili-
tate” while an athlete fumbles —
he corrects, teaches, and pushes
him toward excellence. A mentor
is not meant to be silent — he is
meant to shape with knowledge
and discipline as he speaks truth
with love and conviction.

Scouting America no longer
trains courageous leaders. It
trains passive facilitators.

And if boys in particular don’t re-
ceive clear, courageous guidance,
the culture is more than willing to
fill the void. The narrative they’re
being handed today denies bi-
ological reality, rejects biblical
manhood, and redefines morality.

The cost of silence is too high.

Boys need strong men who will
show up, speak up, and stand
firm. Men who aren’t afraid to
say what’s true, even when it’s
unpopular. Men who under-
stand that truth isn’t something
you make up — it’s something
you receive, live and pass on.

That’s why Trail Life USA exists.

At Trail Life, we believe:

e Boys need mentors, not
silence.

¢ Boys need adventure, not
ideology.

e Boys need truth, not
confusion.

We don’t tell men to sit down
and be quiet. We call them to
rise up and lead with courage,
conviction, and clarity. In over
1,350 Troops serving 65,000
Trailmen across all 50 states, that’s
exactly what’s happening: boys are
finding mentors, fathers and sons
are connecting, relationships are
deepening, and legacies are being
forged.

For over a century, the Boy Scouts

trained leaders. Now, tragically,
they’re training followers.

Parents, pastors, and leaders —
the time for silence is over. Our
sons are being led into confusion
when they should be guided into
truth. If Scouting America will
not train boys to become godly
men, then we must.

Let’s raise a generation that
knows who they are — because
they’ve been taught by men who
know and live the Truth.

Mark Hancock is the CEO
of Trail Life USA, a character,
leadership, and adventure orga-
nization that is both Christ-cen-
tered and boy-focused. Trail
Life USA partners with churches
and parents across America as
the premier national character
development  organization for
young men, which produces gen-
erations of godly and responsible
husbands, fathers, and citizens.
In over 1,300 churches in all 50
states, and over 65,000 members,
fathers and sons are connecting,
relationships are deepening, and
legacies are beginning as a new
generation of godly leaders rises.

The views and opinions expressed
in this commentary are those of
the author and do not reflect the
official position of the Daily Call-
er News Foundation.

Please see: https://dai-
lycallernewsfoundation.
org/2025/04/22/mark-hancock-
girls-dont-belong-in-the-boy-
scouts/
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The Second Amendment Corner

Liberty’s Line in the Sand

‘Blessed be the LORD my Rock, Who trains my hands forwar, And my fingers for battle—"A Psalm of David, Psalm 144:1
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GA Sheriff Issues Warning to Burglars

by Cam Edwards,
BearingArms.com

sheriff in Georgia is praising
he actions of an armed

homeowner who stopped a
would-be intruder from gaining
access to a child’s bedroom, while
also issuing a warning to other

criminals in the county.

Butts County Sheriff Gary Long
says a man named Abdul Aquil is
in custody in connection with the
break-in, and is lucky to be alive
after his encounter with the armed
citizen. Aquil allegedly first tried
to gain entry to the home through
a bedroom window with a child
on the other side, but the child’s
father heard the commotion and
interrupted the burglar as he was
crawling inside.

Long said the father of the child

“challenged the intruder and the

s

suspect exited the window.’

According to Long, the father then
went to his room and got a gun
as Aquil busted the living room
window, trying to get inside.

The father fired his gun, missing

the suspect, but causing the

suspect to run away.

Long said in a Facebook post,
“The shot fired by the homeowner
was UNFORTUNATELY about
8 inches too high, missing the
intruder, which would have

resulted in his death.”

Thankfully the errant shot didn’t
hit anyone else either, but it did
cause the suspect to turn tail and
run away. Deputies caught up with
Aquil a short distance away and
took him into custody after what
the sheriff’s office calls a “brief

altercation” with law enforcement,
and at last report he’s cooling his
heels in the Butts County Jail.

has
messages for residents of Butts
County. In that Facebook post he
“strongly”

Long, meanwhile, two

encouraged citizens
who can legally possess a firearm
to get their hands on one and
attend a gun safety class hosted
by the sheriff’s office, adding that
“if the homeowner last night was
not a gun owner, I am afraid the
outcome could have been much
different.

The sheriff’s message for those
in Butts County who might be
thinking of engaging in a little
late-night burglary, on the other
hand, is a warning that they should
be aware they may very well come
across a homeowner who won’t
miss.

“To the criminals, listen up and
pay close attention, if you decide
to break into a home in Butts
County, make sure you are ready
to meet your maker. My staff and 1
will spend as much time as it takes
to make sure the citizens of this
County are well-trained, educated
and capable of making great shots
to protect their family and homes.
So, unless you are prepared to die,
I would highly recommend you to
find a home in another County to
burglarize, because this is not the

s

one.

Aquil is currently facing a litany of
charges; including burglary, home
invasion, terroristic threats, first-
degree cruelty to children, and
second-degree criminal damage to
property. If convicted, Aquil could
spend the next decade or more
behind bars. In fact, Georgia’s

home invasion statute has a

mandatory minimum ten-year
sentence, so Aquil is guaranteed
to live out the next few years in
custody if he’s found guilty on that

charge alone.

The
defended his family isn’t facing

armed homeowner who
any charges, and it sounds like it
didn’t take investigators long to
figure out that his errant shot was
a justifiable use of force. Some
range time might be in order, but
thankfully the shot he fired didn’t
need to strike its intended target to
stop the threat posed by the would-
be intruder.

Please see: https://bearingarms.
com/camedwards/2025/04/16/
ga-sheriff-issues-warning-after-
armed-citizen-stops-deranged-
man-from-climbing-through-
childs-window-n1228332

License to Disarm: The Tyranny of SB25-003

by Alicia Garcia,
KimMonson.com

s a firearms educator, I

have taught many students
across Colorado how to protect
themselves and their loved ones
with firearms. I have seen lives
change when people discover
that they hold the power to
refuse victimhood, and to love
themselves enough to embrace
their God given right to self-
defense.

But what just happened in
Colorado feels like a gut punch to
all of us who believe in the right
to bear arms.

On April 10, 2025, Governor
Jared Polis signed into law SB25-
003 — one of the most sinister,
elitist, and discriminatory gun
control bills America has ever
seen. And he did it behind closed
doors, surrounded by Moms
Demand Action, without a single
voice from the 2nd Amendment
community present. Not one
voice for freedom. Not one
representative from the people this
law actually affects.

That should tell you everything.

A Right You Now Have to
“Qualify” For?

Under SB25-003, you will now
be required to obtain a state-is-
sued license just to purchase a
semi-automatic firearm — the
most commonly owned type of
fircarm in the country. The bill
mandates 16 hours of state-ap-
proved training every five years,

includes a written test, at least
2 days of in person class time, a
mysterious “licensing fee,” and a
mandatory 72-hour wait after you
are approved. Instructors are now
forced to discuss “victim aware-
ness and empathy,” “firearms
deaths associated with mental ill-
ness,” and red flag laws.

Let’s be clear: the vast majority
of gun crimes are not committed
by tax paying, law-abiding
Coloradans buying guns legally.
SB25-003 will do nothing to stop
crime — but it will stop you from
protecting yourself.

Who does it hurt most?

* Single mothers who cannot
find childcare or afford to
miss two full days of work
just to take a government-
mandated course.

*  Low-income families who are
already struggling to get by,
now hit with hidden fees and
requirements just to access
their rights.

* Disabled Americans who
may not be able to complete
traditional training but need
a firearm the most or require
specific types of firearms
platforms to accommodate
their disability.

* People in high-crime
areas who want to defend
themselves now — not after
the state says, “you’re good
enough.”

This bill is the very definition
of systemic discrimination. It

weaponizes bureaucracy to deny
civil rights. That is not safety.
It is tyranny.

Gun Control Has Always
Been About Control

Let us not pretend this is new.
Gun control in America was nev-
er born from a place of public
safety — it was born from fear
and prejudice.

After the Civil War, states passed
Black Codes that specifically
targeted freed slaves and people
of color, preventing them from
owning firearms. These laws
created literacy tests, financial
barriers, and vague “character”
requirements to keep them
disarmed. Sound familiar?

Later, during the Jim/Juan Crow
era, states required permits
approved by sheriffs — who
conveniently denied people of
color while additionally imposing
licensing processes that were

difficult and highly arbitrary
in nature.
Again: systemic disarmament

under the guise of “law.”

SB25-003 is cut from the same
cloth. It doesn’t say it is racist.
It doesn’t have to. The burden it
creates will disproportionately
fall on communities of color,
people with disabilities, women,
and working-class Americans —
the very people who need their
rights most.

It is a 21st-century poll tax for the
2nd Amendment.

“Shall Not Be Infringed”
Was Written for Moments
Exactly Like This

The 2nd Amendment was not
written for duck hunting or target
shooting — but for self-defense,
especially against the possibility
of tyranny.

And make no mistake: what we
are seeing in Colorado is tyranny.
It is a government that believes it
can decide when, how, and if you
are allowed to defend your own
life. It is a ruling class that uses
the law as a club to beat down
the average citizen and reward
the elite.

Let me ask you — what happens
when a woman with a violent
ex-boyfriend needs to defend
herself tonight? What happens
when a disabled veteran cannot
physically complete the training
the state demands? What happens
when the poorest neighborhoods,
already terrorized by crime, are
told to just wait, disarm, & hope
the police make it on time?

The answer? They are left de-
fenseless. And Colorado Gover-
nor Jared Polis couldn’t care less.

Why I’m Speaking Out —
And Why You Should Too

This is not just policy. This is
personal. 1 have looked women
in the eye who escaped abuse. |
have trained people with PTSD
who are reclaiming their strength.
I have helped grandmothers pick
their first firearm after a break-

in. I know what freedom feels
like — and I know what it looks
like when it is taken away.

I am not afraid to say it:
SB25-003 is evil. It is not just
unconstitutional — it is immoral.
It is the kind of legislation that
leads to generational trauma,
not peace.

We are not here to ask permission
for our freedom. We are here
to defend it. Loudly. Legally.
Unapologetically.

The Fight Isn’t Over — It’s
Just Getting Started

To everyone reading this —
whether you are a gun owner, a
parent, a veteran, a student, a first
responder, or just someone who
values liberty — we need you.
This is not just about Colorado.
This is a test run for America.
If they can get away with this
in Colorado, they will export it
everywhere.

Join me. Get trained. Get informed.
Support organizations, like, The
2nd Syndicate, our grassroots 2A
movement. Show up. Speak out.
Refuse to comply with unjust laws.
And let every politician know: we
are not going away.

The Founders did not write the
2nd Amendment for hunting
season. They wrote it for this
moment — and we are ready.

Please see: https://kimmonson.
com/featured_articles/license-
to-disarm-the-tyranny-of-
sb25-003/
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Springfield Armory Echelon 4.0C Compact 9mm: A Review

by Mike Hardesty,
ammoland.com

he wuniverse of the

polymer-framed, striker-
fired 9mm contains many
planets. Where would the
Springfield Armory Echelon
land? On one of the larger
planets, think Jupiter, consists
of what has come to be
called the compact variation.
Typically, this means a poly
striker with a 4-inch barrel
and 15+1 capacity. These
specs can vary a bit, but it’s
amazing how many pistols fit
this description.

I’ve either owned or have had plenty of
experience with pistols of this category
from several manufacturers and have
reviewed a lot of them. I had adopted a
“show-me” attitude, where if a gun wasn’t
what I expected or wasn’t what I thought it
should be, I was underwhelmed. That’s been
the case until recently. Until this Echelon
compact came in, to be exact.

The Echelon’s Big Idea

On July 12, 2023, Springfield Armory (SA)
released the original, full-size Echelon.
This series (as it has come to be) is different
in that it uses what SA refers to as the
Central Operating Group (C.0.G.), a
removable unit. You might know it as the
fire control unit. This is the action and
“guts” of the pistol — the trigger, ejector,
and serial number.

Other manufacturers, such as Sig and,
most recently, Ruger, have jumped on this

bandwagon. It only makes sense. With the
purchase of your Echelon and the ubiquitous
Form 4473, you take home one pistol. You
can now buy different-sized frames and
backstraps and have them shipped right to
your home. Do you like the 4-inch barrel
but wish the grip was shorter? Buy the small
frame. You’ll be able to customize your
pistol and make it the way you want it.

The modules are ready now, for $65. You
can get modules in small, medium, or large
sizes in one of three colors. They include
the magazine release. Also available are
three different backstrap sizes for $20. G
to https://store.springfield-armory.com/
firearm-accessories/echelon-accessories/
to see all the accessories available for the
Echelons.

Other Features

The C.0.G. is not the only feature of this
pistol. The pistol’s design shows a lot of
forethought and listening to shooters, in my
opinion. Let’s look at it.

The slide is cut for a red dot and done in
such a way that plates are not required.
A system of pins are provided that allow
the low placement of the sight so that co-
witnessing is allowed. Speaking of sights. ..

Optics Cut

Tritium Night Sights

The model I received for review has tritium
night sights. [ may or may not mount a red
dot — these sights are great!

Grip Texture

When 1 first picked it up, I noticed the
grip texture. This is, if ’'m not mistaken,
the same or something very close to what
they do on the Hellcat. The grip doesn’t
feel overly sticky until you bear down on
it. Then, it all but locks the gun into your
hand. Very well done. Also, the backstraps
take about 4 seconds to remove. These are
the easiest backstraps I’ve ever seen to
replace. The medium one that came on the
gun works for me.

Slide Serrations

A

The slide serrations are deep and spaced a
bit to allow you to grab the slide with gloves
or wet hands. There are also “ears” at the

ECHELON
see page 23
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Over Stolen ' Homeless' Billions

L.A. Raises Sales Tax to 11%
Over Stolen ‘Homeless” Billions

by Daniel Greenfield,
FrontPageMag.com

In Los Angeles County, spring is
in the air and so are higher taxes.
Beyond the usual punishing ritual
of April 15, county residents also
now face some of the highest
sales taxes in the country.

Sales taxes in the area have
shot up from 9.75% to as high
as 11.25% to fund still more
services for the ‘homeless’. The
permanent sales tax increase is
supposed to raise $1 billion a year
to replace the stolen billions spent
by the Los Angeles Homeless
Services Authority.

Families will pay even more for
food so that LA’s politicians and
nonprofits can steal even more.

In 2016 and 2017, LA voters
approved $4.6 billion in homeless
tax hikes on themselves that
included a sales tax increase and
Measure HHH, a $1.2 billion bond
measure to build 10,000 housing
units for the homeless, that, taken
together, were supposed to end
homelessness.

“We need to seize this opportunity
to make good things happen,”
Los Angeles County Supervisor
Mark Ridley-Thomas promised at
a ‘victory party’ for the massive
spending package. “Itis very, very
important that we do this work in
a way that the voters of the city
feel they have done something
good and going forward they will
be rewarded by our results.”

Ridley-Thomas, who led LA’s
homeless policies, and champ-
ioned HHH, was charged with
bribery and corruption. After his
arrest, Ridley-Thomas vowed that
he would continue “addressing
the homeless and housing crisis.”
The charges against the close ally
of Mayor Karen Bass involved a
scheme in the same USC social
work school that also gave Bass a
free “unsolicited $95,000 tuition
award”. Ridley-Thomas was
sentenced to 42 months in prison,
but continues appearing at public
events with Mayor Bass while
appealing his conviction.

“Ridley-Thomas was at the
center of L.A.s fight against

I..A. Raises Sales Tax to 11%

homelessness. What  happens
now?” the LA Times wondered,
quoting Va Lecia Adams Kellum,
the future head of the LA
Homeless Services Authority who
has now been forced to resign
after $2.5 billion in unaccounted
spending.

Ridley-Thomas had claimed that
through Measure HHH, “we can
help 45,000 men, women and
children move from homelessness
to stable housing in the next
five years.”

“Within the next three to six
months, with all the work we’ve
done, we will see an improve-
ment,” Councilman Jose Huizar
promised. “And in two years ...
we’ll see a significant reduction in
people living in the streets.”

Huizar, one of the “architects”
of Measure HHH and had co-
authored the Comprehensive
Strategic Plan to Combat Home-
lessness, was sentenced to 13
years in prison for soliciting $1.5
million in bribes from developers
including trips and prostitutes.
The money included a $600,000
bribe from a fugitive Chinese real
estate developer to settle a sexual
harassment lawsuit.

The number of homeless not
only didn’t go down, but shot up,
and despite billions of dollars,
the annual shortfall was being
estimated at $270 million.
Homeless housing was being
approved at a cost of $479,000 an
apartment and total development
cost for Measure HHH hit $869
million.

By 2020, the average cost of
apartments for the homeless was
at $531,000 and by 2022, a city
audit found that one project was
running to $837,000 for each
unit. An audit blamed “a lot of
consultants”. After four years of
this, only 228 apartments for the
homeless had been built.

Los Angeles then launched a pilot
program to build 8x8 aluminum
sheds for the homeless for only
$130,000 each and then tent
encampments for the homeless
for only $2,600 per tent each
month. The homeless services
complex had managed to take
something the homeless were
already doing for themselves and

charge as much for it as a decent
apartment rental.

The 2018-2019 city budget
included $430 million in homeless
spending (more than $300 million
on road maintenance) and the
2024-2025 budget is up to $961
million in homeless spending.

The Los Angeles homeless count
for 2019 was 35,550 homeless.
The 2024 count found 45,252
homeless in the city. LA County’s
homeless population had risen
from 58,936 to 75,312 during that
same period. The county’s 2024
Homeless Initiative was at nearly
$600 million in spending.

After billions raised and spent to
end homelessness, the crisis was
worse than ever. More money was
being spent and more homeless
were popping up everywhere in a
vicious cycle.

But what no one could find out
was where all the homeless
billions were going.

An audit of the Los Angeles
Homeless Services Authority
(LAHSA), which gets money
from the city, county and the
federal government, found that it
couldn’t account for $2.5 billion
in spending. It also illegally
refused to release information
about $800,000 in payouts over
abuses at the agency.

LAHSA CEO Va Lecia Adams
Kellum, a crony of Mayor
Karen Bass, who was being
paid $430,000 a year, blamed
the problems on COVID, and
claimed that the billions spent
with no paper trail or receipts
were “an essential investment
that contributed to achieving
critical public health and service
delivery outcomes.” That may
have included the multi-million
dollar contract she had signed
with her husband’s nonprofit. A
spokesperson claimed that she
had only “inadvertently” signed
the contract.

Critics said that LAHSA’s
homeless count can’t be trusted,
making it impossible to know
how bad the problem that the
agency’s nearly billion dollar
budget was supposed to tackle
really is.

Despite Mayor Bass’ protests,
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Kellum resigned from LAHSA
as the organization is wound
down, but Gov. Newsom had
previously appointed her to
the Department of Housing’s
‘No Place Like Home Program
Advisory Committee’ where there’s
no sign that she’s being ousted.

The LA City Council mistrusts
Bass so much that it’s refusing
to fund her ‘homeless’ program.
Most of last year’s $1.3 billion
homeless budget, including $150
million from the ‘mansion tax’,
was never spent because LA is
taxing residents to fight home-
lessness faster than it can spend
the money.

The LA County Board of
Supervisors which had initiated
the audit to seize control of the
homeless program and its vast pot
of cash from the mayor’s office
are assembling a new county
agency to spend it all. Measure A
replaced the previous Measure H
with a permanent sales tax.

And Los Angeles County resi-
dents walk into stores and are
surprised that they’re suddenly
being charged as much as 11% in
sales tax to fund the latest plan to
end homelessness.

Supervisor Jance Hahn praised
LA voters for being “willing to
continue to tax themselves” with
Measure A to end homelessness.
In reality, less than 2 million,
or barely 1 in 5, of LA County
residents, had voted for Measure
A’s highest sales taxes in the
country. And with LA elections
and their notorious ballot
harvesting, it’s unclear how many
of those votes are even real.

Can the LA County Board of
Supervisors be trusted any more
than the city? Hahn and other
BOS members had targeted
former Sheriff Alex Villanueva
after he raided the home of their
former colleague  Supervisor
Sheila Kuehl in another nonprofit
corruption investigation.

Supervisor Hahn had accused the
sheriff of “using his office to go
after political opponents”.

The Board of Supervisors seized
power over the sheriff’s de-
partment making its members
immune to any future raids. While

the Supervisors amass control
over another nearly billion dollar
budget that promises to end
homelessness once and for all,
families are struggling with their
higher sales taxes on top of the
already high price of food and
other necessities.

Homelessness  keeps  rising,
homeless taxes keep rising and
the money disappears.

Over the last five years, California
spent $24 billion on ending
homelessness. A statewide audit
found that no one knew whether
the money was doing anything.
The  California  Interagency
Council on Homelessness didn’t
even bother to analyze any
spending after 2021.

When it comes to homeless
spending, $24 billion can disap-
pear as easily as $2.5 billion.

Meanwhile, after the worst fires
in LA history, partly caused by
an underfunded fire department,
Los Angeles is spending more
money on ‘homelessness’ than
on the fire department. The two
are more related than you might
think because the ‘homeless’, in
reality drug-addicted mentally
ill vagrants, are responsible for
starting at least 17,000 fires in
just one year.

Homeless fires made up a third of
all LA fires last year.

Several of those  proved
devastating and the cause of
some of the serious blazes that
threatened the city and made
worldwide news over the winter
still remain unknown.

Mayor Bass is promising to
counter that with even more
homeless spending.

“We know that the cost of doing
nothing is far greater,” her
spokesman claimed.

And as long as LA voters continue
to believe that, the endless
homeless spending will continue,
the homeless encampments will
go on rising and the homeless
fires will go on burning.

Please see: https://www.
frontpagemag.com/la-raises-
sales-tax-to-11-over-stolen-
homeless-billions/
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rear that stick out to help you get a good
purchase on the slide.

Ambidextrous Controls

Both the magazine and slide releases are
duplicated on the right side of the pistol.
This lefty likes that.

Index Pads

some call the beavertail is pronounced and
really protects your hand.

Three-Slot Rail

You have three full slots under the muzzle to
attach a light or laser to. The full size only
has four.

Capacity
Two index pads, for lack of a better term, =
are built into the frame under the front
trigger guard “leg”. These allow you to get
a consistent grip on the gun and provide a
place for your trigger finger to rest when not
in the trigger guard, and on the other side
for your support thumb to sit on. Both are
textured well.

Trigger Guard Undercut & Texturing

The trigger guard is undercut, which allows
a higher grip. Also, there is texturing on
the bottom of it for your support hand
index finger to rest on. That texturing is not
something I would complain about if it were
missing, but it is a nice touch. Also, what *z
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The full-size Echelon comes with one
each of 17- and 20-round magazines for
unrestricted states. This compact comes
with one 15- and one 18-round mag.

Trigger
Pic trigger

The flat-faced trigger, although not the
match trigger found on the XDM, is very
nice. It had minimal takeup and broke at a
crisp 5 Ibs., 6 ounces on my Lyman gauge.
The reset is very short, as well.

Take-Down

The Echelon comes apart like most all HS
Product pistols sold by SA. First, clear the
gun totally and remove the mag.

Lock the slide back and rotate the take-
down lever down 90 degrees. Pull the slide
back and let it run forward off the frame, no
trigger press needed. To reassemble, reverse
the process.

I was totally impressed with the internals of
this pistol... there were zero extra marks or
scratches and the metal parts were

You could use it as a mirror to comb your
hair, if it were larger (or your head smaller!).
I’ve always been amazed at how polished
SA feed ramps are.

How’d It Shoot?

Pretty is as pretty does, I’ve always thought.
A nice, ergonomic pistol with lots of gizmos
means nothing if it won’t shoot and won’t
function.

I discovered this pistol will do both, in
spades.

Ray SwoOTA

SKID STEER WORK / HOME IMPROVEMENT & REPAIRS

SWOTA ENTERPRISES

SERVING CUSTER COUNTY & SURROUNDING AREAS

RSWDTA@GMAIL.CcOM

I set some targets up at 25 yards in my
backyard range and took an assortment of
9mm ammo to the bench.

I don’t think accuracy is going to be an
issue. One area to explore is whether this
particular pistol likes 124-grain bullets
better than 115s. The few targets I shot
perhaps led me to wonder.

Interms of shootability, the Echelon compact
is right up there and maybe a bit ahead of
several other 9mm compacts I’'ve owned
or had experience with. The ergonomics,
sights, and trigger are excellent, and the
reliability is perfect.

Final Thoughts

As 1 said at the top, the universe of poly-
striker-compact 9s is expanding... I've
got even more coming in from different
manufacturers for review. But, to see a
pistol done right... designed with shooters
in mind and featuring customizable frame
sizes... that’s rare.

The Echelon compact, like its larger sibling,
has taken the pistol world by storm. It was
G&A’s Handgun Of The Year in 2023. That
says something.

If you are in the market for a compact 9mm
with a slew of features that is reliable and
comes with decent-capacity magazines,
give the Echelon a look. They’ve really
listened to shooters and the design shows it.
I like mine... it stays here.

Please see: https://www.ammoland.
com/2025/04/springfield-armory-echelon-
4-0c-compact-9mm-review/
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