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Press Release 
by the Colorado State 
Forest Service (CSFS)

FORT COLLINS, Colorado

—January 25, 2017 

Spruce beetle was the most 
damaging forest insect 

pest in Colorado for the fi fth 
consecutive year, based on a 
2016 forest health aerial sur-
vey conducted by the Col-
orado State Forest Service 
(CSFS) and U.S. Forest Ser-
vice (USFS), Rocky Moun-
tain Region. Douglas-fi r 
beetle populations also 
continued to expand, while 
mountain pine beetle, west-
ern spruce budworm and 
Douglas-fi r tussock moth 
populations continue to de-
cline. Every year the CSFS 
and USFS work together to 
aerially monitor forest health 

conditions on millions of for-
ested acres across the state.

Spruce beetle populations 
continued to cause wide-
spread tree mortality, im-
pacting 350,000 acres of 
higher-elevation stands of 
Engelmann spruce state-
wide. The largest infestations 
were detected primarily in 
southern and central Colora-
do, with more than one-third 
of those acres “new” or not 
previously impacted. Blow-
down events in Engelmann 
spruce stands, combined 
with long-term drought 
stress, warmer temperatures 
and extensive amounts of 
older, densely growing trees, 
have contributed to this on-
going epidemic.
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Westcliffe/Silver Cliff
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Spruce Beetle Epidemic Continues to Expand, 
Kill Trees in Colorado

SPRUCE BEETLE
see page 23 

Spruce Beetle  Intensity 2016
Map courtesy of CSFS. Insert from January 2017 draft  updates, USFS.

by George Gramlich

The Sangre Shooting Sports 
Club’s (SSSC) Annual 

Meeting at the Cliff Lanes 
Community Room, Saturday, 
January 21st, was again a full 
house with approximately 58 
members showing up for an 
information-fi lled hour and a 
half.
Board President Grant Lew-
inski got the ball rolling with 
a Call to Order, the Pledge of 
Allegiance, and a moment of 
silent prayer.
Vice President Mike Allen 
reported he was in talks with 
the Colorado branch of Apple-
seed to bring another event to 
the club’s range this summer 
or fall. Bill Baker, head of the 
4-H Club’s shooting program 
said they had a very success-

ful program last year and had 
signed up a lot more kids for 
this year’s program.
Board member Regis Frank 
reported the club has held 
ten Range Safety Orientation 
classes with 86 members at-
tending. He also reported that 
the club held three concealed 
carry classes with a total of 
forty participants.
Certifi cates of Thanks were 
given to three members and an 
entity: Steve Schwall for the 
many, many hours of trench-
ing he did to bring electric to 
the clubhouse and range; the 
First State Bank of Colorado 
for their bridge loan for the 
power project; to founding 
board member Chris Ueber-
roth for his years of dedica-
tion to the club; and to Bryan 

Callahan for his donation of a 
high grade fi rst-aid kit.
Under New Business, Presi-
dent Lewinski stated that the 
Custer County Sheriff’s Offi ce 
has the whole range for train-
ing purposes, all day, every 
second and third Wednesday 
of every month. No one else 
is allowed on the grounds on 
those days.
Range Cleanup Day this year 
will be Saturday, May 13th.
By unanimous vote, the cur-
rent Board was reelected and 
Bill Baker offered to fi ll a va-
cant seat on the Board.
For more information on the 
club: Email: sssc8@live.com, 
website: sangreshooting.com, 
call President Lewinski at 
719-371-6236 or Vice Presi-
dent Allen at 719-337-7900.

Sangre Shooting Sports Club 
Annual Meeting

Sangre Shooti ng Sports Club Board, left  to right: Russ Payne, Don Bishop, President Grant Lewinski, 
Vice President Mike Allen, Regis Frank, Steve Cocks, and Peggi Collins.

Photo by George Gramlich

by Fred Hernandez

A first in the history of 
Custer County took 

place on Tuesday, Jan-
uary 31st at the Silver 
Cliff Mountain Inn and 
Restaurant.   A core group 
of Chaplains for Custer 
County was offi cially 
launched in a meeting 
chaired by Chaplain Eric 
Foster, Head Chaplain, 
members of the Sheriff’s 
Offi ce including Sheriff 
Shannon Byerly and Un-
dersheriff Chris Barr and 
two of the Elder Chap-
lains, Dr. Andrew Zeller, 
PhD Theology and Mrs. 
Pamela Hernandez LMFT, 
MA, a licensed therapist.  

A big development in our 
county, this new ministry, 
God’s Own Ministry, is 
designed specifi cally to 
assist and give support to 
members of fi re, police, 
ambulance, Search and 
Rescue, Posse and those 
who work in the clinic and 
other organizations that 
help those who are in mo-
ments of distress and diffi -
culty.  The mission state-
ment is simple yet says it 
all: TO SERVE THOSE 

WHO SERVE OUR 
COMMUNITY.  There are 
three main groups in the 
ministry: Emergency Re-
sponse Chaplains (ERC) 
composed of three chap-
lains who will be available 
to fi rst responders who, 
in their work, experience 
traumatic events and assist 
the victims of these events 
(fi re, police action, acci-
dents, and other such trau-
mas); The second group, 
Core Chaplains (CC) are 
the Chaplains who work 
with the general public if 
and when called to do so 
and the third group, Elder 
Chaplains (EC) will spe-
cifi cally serve the other 
two groups of chaplains 
when they themselves, 
due to their experiences 
in helping fi rst respond-
ers, are in need of spiritual 
and emotional guidance 
and support.  The commu-
nity welcomes this new 
addition to the service 
of those who serve us as 
well as everyone else in 
our Custer County fami-
ly.  For more information 
please call the Sheriff’s 
Offi ce at 719-783-2270 
and ask for Paula.

Custer County Core 
Of Chaplains Launched
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From the Editorial Board
Our Opinion...

The Alternative March
Last week we wrote about 

the Women’s March the 
day after President Trump 
was inaugurated.  We be-
lieve it was an uncoordinat-
ed mix of everything and 
anything one could hate 
about the new president.  
The speakers were horri-
ble and spoke of nasty and 
vulgar things.  Many won-
dered why there were no 
speakers from the pro-life 
movement, or an expert on 
the environment, or a lead-
er on improving education 
or work place inequality.  
Or someone to speak about 
the human rights of women 
around the world, especial-
ly in the Middle East?  In-
stead it was controlled by 
a small group of hate-fi lled 
celebrities that ranted most-
ly about abortion and the 
incestuous thought of Pres-

ident Trump.  It was disor-
ganized and disjointed and 
didn’t help women’s caus-
es very much.  Eliminate 
the potty-mouth celebrities 
and the movement will gain 
some credibility.

About a week later, on Fri-
day, January 27th, a differ-
ent kind of march happened 
in Washington D.C.  It was 
called the March for Life 
and hundreds of thousands 
gathered to walk for the 
rights of the unborn.  The 
2017 walk was the 44th 
annual one.  It started right 
after the controversial Roe 
v. Wade decision.  This year 
was special as Vice Presi-
dent Mike Pence attended 
and spoke.  He told the at-
tendees that life is precious 
and “life is winning again.”  
All across America pro-life 

policies and laws are im-
proving.  Since the Roe v. 
Wade Supreme Court deci-
sion in 1973 over 58 million 
babies have been aborted in 
America.  The good news is 
that the numbers are declin-
ing as technology has im-
proved.  The younger gen-
erations across America are 
starting to reject abortion, 
especially as a means of 
birth control.  A Gallup poll 
last spring revealed that 
47% of Americans are pro-
choice, 46% are pro-life.  
That is a big improvement.  
The president of Walk for 
Life is Jeanne Marcini.  
She is very optimistic that 
the pro-life platform of this 
new administration will 
help Americans understand 
that the fetus is not “a life-
less blob of tissue.”  It is an 
unborn human.

The march was a beautiful 
thing to watch.  No vulgar 
signs, no offensive lan-
guage and no undignifi ed 
costumes.  Instead there 
was a culture of life por-
trayed by all and an historic 
participation by President 
Trump’s administration.  
Earlier in the week Presi-

dent Trump reinstated the 
ban on American money 
being used by foreign or-
ganizations for abortions.  
This is a great policy and 
needs to be followed up in 
America with defunding 
Planned Parenthood.

America has been so fool-
ish with its money.  Over 
the years our federal gov-
ernment has decided that 
America needs to fund the 
whole world.  It’s crazy 
and unnecessary.  Take for 
example the reaction of the 
Dutch government to the 
announcement that Presi-
dent Trump had reinstated 
the “Mexico City” poli-
cy described above.  The 
Dutch authorities put 10 
Million Euros into an in-
ternational fund to fi nance 
access to abortion in devel-
oping nations.  The fund, 
known as the “She De-
cides” fund, will make that 
money available to “wom-
en and girls being aban-
doned by the United States 
decision.”  According to 
Lilianne Ploumen, the 
Dutch Minister of Foreign 
Trade and Development, 
this will allow them “to de-

cide for themselves if they 
want children, with whom 
and when.”  We agree the 
world’s women and girls 
should have their choic-
es.  We just believe they 
need to make their choic-
es without using abortion 
and without American tax-
payer money.  This Dutch 
action makes one wonder 
why we ever started paying 
for the world’s abortions 
in the fi rst place.  Without 
so much American money 
maybe the rest of the world 
will contribute.

All in all, the Walk for 
Life was a great success, 
especially in contrast to 
the Women’s March the 
week before, where pro-life 
women were not welcome.  
It doesn’t speak well for 
the women in America that 
choose celebrities to speak 
for them!  May God bless 
all of those who want to 
protect the life of the un-
born. President Trump has 
selected a new conserva-
tive Supreme Court justice.  
We hope there is a future 
in America without Roe v. 
Wade. 
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We believe that free-
dom is a gift from 

God and not granted to us 
by politicians or govern-
ments. Freedom demands 
responsible behavior of 
all citizens and must be 
consistent with the truths 
expressed in the great moral 
and governing guides as The 
Ten Commandments, The 
Declaration of Independence, 
The U.S. Constitution and 
The Bill of Rights. 

These were the principles 
that guided our founding 
fathers and which we believe 
are still relevant. These are 
the principles that will guide 
our reporting and be the basis 
of all our views.

We will not be constrained 
by the illogical, misleading 
and inaccurate thinking and 
use of “political correctness” 
but by truth, facts, logic and 
common sense.
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Dentures, PartialsJared M. Smith, DMD
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Same Day
     Porcelain Crowns,
     Bridges, Inlays,
     Onlays, Veneers

Dentures, Partials 

Dental Implants

Advanced Dental Technology

Invisalign

Root Canals

In-Chair Bleaching Available

Laser Soft Tissue Treatment

Digital X-Rays & 3D X-Rays
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Beautiful Smiles 

in Colorado
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MOUNTAIN LAND PROPERTIES, LLC 

SARAH FLYNN 
719-783-0563 ~ 307B Main Street

REAL ESTATE SALES & SERVICES 
Full-time, Hardworking, Professional 

Real Estate Broker. 10+ years experience. 

Buying or selling...I would be honored        
to assist you with your real estate needs. 

Search the entire Westcliffe MLS from 
www.mountainlandproperties.com

Providing Energy Needs To Remote Areas
Off Grid & Grid Tied Systems
Custom Design & Maintenance

Free Site Evaluations

www.sunshinesolarandwind.com
Gary Cage - coloman62@gmail.com

Bus: 719.207.9902
Cell: 719.371.6551

Post Offi ce Box 1426
Westcliffe, CO 81252

P.O. Box 858 
Cañon City, CO 81215 719.371.6576

AWS-CWI
ASNT-ACCP Level II

Insured
AWS Certified

Pipe & Structural

Coming Up!
 Custer County School District 

Invention Convention 
February 8th, 9 a.m.- 4 p.m.

CCSD’s 3rd, 4th and 5th graders will be holding an Inventi on 
Conventi on at CCSD . The students inventi ons will be on 

display in the School Library.

Please drop by and see the budding scienti sts’ ideas.
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From the Editorial Board

“We the People” Speak

Please send your submissions to us at sdc.sentinel@gmail.com, mail them or bring them in to the office at 610 Main St., Westcliffe CO 81252.
Rules: We will print, at our discretion, the thoughts and ideas of our fellow citizen-patriots. Please limit your offerings to 500 words or less. No profanity or  
vulgarity, no personal attacks, and please sign your name and give us the general location of your residence. Also please provide your phone number or email - for 
confirmation only.   The opinions expressed here are solely those of the author; they do not reflect the opinions held or endorsed by the Sentinel. 

Letters to the Editor

Letter to the Editor;

I have had a few comments 
on my mind for quite some 
time and January the 21st 
women’s march pushed me 
to finally write them down. 
This is my opinion on mod-
ern feminism I have been 
sharing when the march is 
brought up:

Since my university days 
(‘80’s) when I first was in-
troduced to and seriously 
thought about the Modern 
Feminist movement I have 
rejected it. In university, 
I took women’s studies 
courses and studied the 
material in earnest, but I 
found that the box modern 
feminism wished to define 
me by was way too small 
for me to fit into. Their 
complaints never resonat-
ed with me, nor have I ever 
felt oppressed in the way 
that they express. It is not 
that I haven’t been hurt, 

but instead of viewing it as 
a systematic problem that 
our whole society must 
change to fix it, I view it 
as an individual problem 
and that person needs to 
be changed. I am thankful 
that I was born in America 
and that I have been able 
to thrive and take advan-
tage of all the opportunities 
available to me here. 

To me what ought to be the 
centerpiece of a legitimate 
women’s movement should 
be standing against:

- the sex slave industry
- genital mutilation
- forced female abortions 
(China)

- unequal treatment of wom-
en by law enforcement and 
the law in the Arab nations

- unequal access to educa-
tion and work in the Arab 
nations 

- and more....

And they should be stand-
ing for promoting self-re-
spect and the privacy of our 
bodies, to educate women 
in self-respect and self-re-
liance while recognizing 
the importance and beau-
ty that can be fulfilled by 
sharing our lives with men 
in loving, committed, mo-
nogamous relationships. It 
should include men as our 
equals and partners, not 
as our enemies to be con-
quered (demasculinized).

Nothing has changed in for-
ty years and the women’s 
march in Washington DC 
proved it. Women protest-
ed by reducing themselves 
to the importance of one 
body part by either dress-
ing up as a vagina, wearing 
symbolic vaginas on their 
heads (pink has been ruined 
for me), running around na-
ked and/or by holding signs 
and/or saying the most vile, 
gross and violent things. 

This is supposed to em-
power women? Celebrities 
said either disgusting or vi-
olent things. How can this 
be what American women 
work so hard to achieve? 
What are you trying to 
achieve? 

I am embarrassed by my 
fellow women. I do not find 
anything to admire about 
today’s women’s move-
ment. There is nothing in it 
that promotes self-respect, 
nobility, intelligence, toler-
ance or love. 

In all of my days on earth it 
only has been women (and 
men that go along with it) 
who think like this that 
have criticized my choices. 
Their box is still too small 
for me to fit into!

Sincerely,
Ingrid Snellings
Jackson County, Oregon

“The box modern feminism wished to 
define me by was way too small”

This Year’s Fair  
Saturday, April 8th, 2017

7 a.m. - 12 noon
We couldn’t put on this event every year  

without dedicated volunteers like you. 

Interested in helping this year??
Please call 783-3369 or email rhonda.7@aol.com 

with the following…
• What area you’d like to help in
• If you’d like a red T-shirt for $5.00 & what size
• If you’d be available to help setup or take down
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ANNE’S GROOMING
615 A Main Street, Westcliffe

719-371-0728
Tuesday - Saturday 8 am - 5 pm

anneburke671@gmail.com
Bring in this ad to receive 10% off!

All Breed Dog & Cat Grooming

Press Release

Dr. Richard Amesquita 
announces the opening 

of his exciting, new con-
cept to Medical Service to 
the community of Custer 
County: A Direct Primary 
Care Income Based Medi-
cal Service at Patient Cen-
tered Practices (PCP) office 
on designated Saturdays in 
Westcliffe.

Here is how it works: one 
Saturday a month, Dr. 
Amesquita will see as many 
people as possible in his 
office at 218 Main Street, 
Westcliffe, CO. Anyone 
may come by and may 
show any kind of proof of 
household income as they 
feel comfortable. A Medic-
aid or Medicare card will 
do in most cases, last pay-
stub(s) may be needed for 
others. Once established in 
the system no further proof 
of income is needed for one 
year. 

Services offered include: 
Basic health care screening/
maintenance, well child/ 
adult checks, acute illness-
es/acute minor trauma man-
agement, one-time bridge 
non-controlled medication 
refill, school/sports physi-
cal exams, and other acute 
care needs as able, given 
the short patient contact 
periods which will average 
about 15 minutes.

Services not offered include: 
controlled substances Rx, 
OB/GYN, surgery, continu-
ing care of chronic medical 
conditions, anything outside 
his scope of practice.

Services coming soon:  
Osteopathic Manipulative 
Treatments.

Fee due upon services ren-
dered are based upon the 
U.S. Federal Government 
poverty chart. See below.

For most people the fee will 
be zero or just $10 Medica-

tions and supplies are not 
included. 

Medications and supplies 
may be offered at low or 
no cost depending upon 
community support in the 
future.

Special hours and fees start-
ed January 28th.

Depending upon response 
and support of the com-
munity additional Saturday 
Clinics may be added to ac-
commodate the needs of the 
community.

Free or Low Cost  
Medical Clinic Open
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“We the People” Speak
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Letters to the Editor
 School Board Meeting:  

Holly Anderson Resigning

Letter to the Editor;

I wonder how many peo-
ple pick up on the adjec-

tives used against the new 
president. What struck me 
was questioning the “legit-
imacy” of Trumps’ presi-
dency. Since when did it 
ever enter the realm of il-
legitimacy? (John Bussey, 
Wall Street Journal) Jenna 
Lee on Fox news men-
tioned the “world turned 
upside down” just because 
liberals lost. Chris Wallace 
(liberal??) uses words like 
“aggressive” and “com-
plicated” to describe the 
congresses agenda over the 
next few months and it is 
likely to cause “heartburn”. 
He also used the phrase 
“sweeping executive ac-
tion”. I wonder if he ever 
said that about the former 
president.  David Muir of 
ABC had an interview with 
Donald Trump in which 

he badgered Trump on 
who will pay for the wall, 
not accepting the answer 
that Mexico will pay now 
or pay later. Muir said the 
millions of illegal voters 
and votes was “debunked”. 
I wonder how he knows 
that when the investigation 
hasn’t even begun. Oh, and 
I almost forgot the CNN re-
porter Acosta who verbally 
assaulted Trump in a White 
House briefing. What a 
shameful disrespect for the 
president. The 10-year-old 
son of Drew Carey (“The 
Price is Right” and “Drew 
Carey Show”) said “sc*** 
the president” and admit-
ted to helping start fires 
during the DC riots. Mean-
while his dad was hosting 
the Veterans Inaugural 
Ball in Washington, DC. 
CBS’ webpage ran a story 
trying to figure out how to 
oust Trump by calling him 
“erratic”, The Washington 

Post called him “crazy” 
and the famous New York 
Times (remember- “We are 
not going to be biased any 
more”) called him “abso-
lutely mentally ill.” Maybe 
ABC, CBS, NBC, CNN, 
MSNBC et al, are “ille-
gitimate” and “mentally 
ill” or maybe they are just 
“drive-by media”. Even if 
you watch Fox News you 
will pick up on key words 
used by many of their hosts 
and reporters that tell you 
where they are politically 
(Shep Smith, Howie Kurtz, 
Rick Leventhal ). There are 
not as many conservatives 
there as one might think so 
be cautioned to take what 
they all say with a grain 
of salt, be skeptical of ev-
ery source of news, be 
completely informed and 
ready for November 2018.
The Economist Intelligence 
Unit (UK) has labeled the 
United States a “flawed de-

mocracy”, noting the low 
voter turnout, distrust of 
governing officials, gov-
ernment shutdown and 
income inequality among 
other noted items. They say 
Trump tapped into the deep 
distrust of government. 
That may be so but now I 
hear spoken in Washington 
things that I would say if I 
were president. I feel like 
my voice is finally echoed 
in Washington. 

I have heard some in the 
Republican Party (not Mc-
Cain or Graham) say the 
new cabinet picks are “true 
patriots” and “best choice 
for the job”. That’s reas-
suring. Freedom is like a 
fistful of dry sand, you can 
hold it as long as you hold 
tightly but when you let 
loose it flows away rather 
quickly.

Bill Bailey 
Custer County, CO

Adjectives, Assumptions and Bias

Steve Cuzzacrea of Minvera, NY, is a devoted Sentinel 
reader. A lifelong hunter, NRA member and  Navy vet-
eran, Steve was ecstatic over Trump’s win and wanted 
to share his thoughts on the last eight years with our 
readers. We concur.

Courtesy photo

Norup Gas Inc.
28 Rangeview Loop

(Rangeview Industrial Park)

Located 
one mile north of Westcli� e

on Highway 69.

O�  ce hours:
Monday through Friday

8 a.m. until 5 p.m.

719-783-9338

A U T O M AT I C  D E L I V E R I E S
C O M M E R C I A L
R E S I D E N T I A L

B U D G E T  B I L L I N G
T A N K  R E N TA L

HOLT FAMILY
Funeral Homes & Crematory

Funeral Home * Reception Center 
Crematory * Cemetery * Mausoleum 

Columbarium * Scattering Garden 
Pre-Need Funeral Planning

Serving Fremont and Custer Counties with 
Honesty and Integrity for Four Generations

“A shelter of care during 
the stormy times of life”

Holt Family 
Florence Historic Chapel
120 N. Pikes Peak Avenue
Florence
719-784-6389

Holt Family 
Chapel Of The Garden          
806 Macon Avenue                                  
Cañon City                                                
719-275-4113                          

GIVE YOUR KIDS A PRECIOUS GIFT
Make your cremation, funeral, 
or cemetery plans in advance   

Premier Service.........Most Affordable

HOLT FAMILY FUNERAL HOME

I Survived Obama
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Press Release
West Custer County Library

Studies show that food is the third largest catego-
ry in the average American’s budget at 13 percent 

behind housing at 35 percent and transportation at 16 
percent.   The typical American spends almost half of 
their food budget on dining out.  Get tips on maxi-
mizing a food budget at the upcoming free workshop 
Common Cents: Eating Well on $6 a Day at the West 
Custer County Library on Wednesday, February 15th 
at 5:30 p.m. 

Light snacks will be served, and one lucky partici-
pant will receive a door prize.

Attendees are encouraged to bring a favorite bud-
get-friendly recipe to share with the class.  The West 
Custer County Library is proud to partner with Com-
mon Cents for Colorado to continue to offer financial 
educational opportunities for the community.

Cathy McCarthy, Adult Services Librarian, will lead 
the workshop.  “Making a few small changes in your 
food and shopping habits will put extra dollars back 
into your budget without sacrificing nutritional val-
ue,” said McCarthy.

For more information on this free library event, 
please contact Cathy McCarthy at (719) 783- 9138.

Common Cents: 
Eating Well on $6 a Day :  

A Seminar
Larry Luikart,  
Reporter 

—January 17, 2017

President Davis called 
the meeting to order at 

precisely 4:30 p.m. lead-
ing the assembled group in 
the Pledge of Allegiance. 
All board members were 
present for Roll Call. The 
agenda was approved with 
minor corrections to Per-
sonnel Items. There was 
no correspondence to the 
Board and no Public Com-
ments in the First Session. 

Minutes from the Decem-
ber 13, 2016, meeting 
were approved with no 
reports from students and 
staff for this meeting. Amy 
Perschbacher offered her 
Monthly Overview of the 
District Financial Position. 

Lori Short from Excellence 
in Ed reported they raised 
around $5,000 for projects 
at the school. She is work-
ing with Superintendent 
Payler on specifics to dis-
tribute the funds. 

The Action/Informational 
Items included a presenta-
tion by Neal Cocco from 
the Colorado Department 
of Transportation and 
Kathy Reis from Westcliffe 
regarding a request to pro-
vide a drainage easement 

along the west edge of the 
school property behind the 
Administration building. 
The request is in conjunc-
tion with the planned street 
and curb improvement plan 
for Westcliffe. The Board 
took no official action at 
this juncture. 

The following individuals 
were approved as substitute 
teachers, Sondra Tuttle and 
Diana Santos Mafnas. Hol-
ly Anderson, Elementary 
School Principal resigned 
effective June 1, 2017. She 
indicated her decision was 
difficult but she needs to 
spend more time with fam-
ily. High School Language 
Arts teacher Kailynn Hatelr 
also resigned effective at 
the end of the school year. 
Check Vouchers and Finan-
cial Reports were approved 
by the Board. 

The Board heard a proposal 
for a new Tax Exempt Lease/
Purchase for a Blue Bird 
school bus. After consider-
able discussion, the Board 
voted unanimously to turn 
down the current proposal. 
The bus being considered 
has a gasoline engine and 
the Board asked for more in-
formation regarding a diesel 
bus. 

The Board listened to a 

proposal for Emergency 
Facility usage presented 
by Superintendent Payler. 
After some discussion, the 
Board decided to turn down 
the current proposal. A new 
proposal will be presented 
after concerns raised by the 
Board are rectified. 

The Board approved a re-
vised Budget presented by 
Amy Perschbacher.

President Davis presented 
an informational package 
regarding the by-laws of 
Custer County Schools. 
These by-laws cover Board 
of Education duties, power 
and duties, committees and 
relationships and proce-
dures to amend the by-laws. 

The Elementary and Sec-
ondary AD reports were 
heard. Principal Holly An-
derson discussed the ongo-
ing analysis of their 90-Day 
Plan. The Dibels Reading 
Test results recently com-
pleted, indicate gains in 
kindergarten, first and fifth 
grade. Second and third 
grade broke even, while 
fourth grade showed a de-
cline. 

The Christmas program 
was a great success un-
der the direction of Sarah 
Thompson. Principal An-
derson recognized Brenda 

Benoit and the volunteers 
for raising $460 in the 
“Penguin Patch”. 

Secondary Principal/Ath-
letic Director Christensen’s 
written report contained 
information he will use to 
conduct a staff meeting to 
work toward completing 
their 90-Day goals. 

Superintendent Payler dis-
cussed the Strategic Plan. 
He talked about the upcom-
ing “Immersion Experience 
for Prospective Teachers” 
being held February 8-10. 
This out-of-district funded 
program will bring pro-
spective teachers to Custer 
County for three days to ex-
perience the rural Colorado 
teacher environment. He 
also discussed the progress 
on the Teacher Housing 
Project. The Business Of-
fice will be introducing new 
software which will reduce 
paper work, improve effi-
ciency and make reporting 
clearer. The BEST Grant 
process continues. 

There were no Public Com-
ments for the second part 
of the meeting. The Board 
concluded the Public por-
tion of the meeting by ad-
journing into Executive 
Session to discuss a person-
nel issue. 

 School Board Meeting:  
Holly Anderson Resigning

Drilling & Pump Services
719-275-5482

Family Owned and Operated for Over 35 Years
Specializing in Water Drilling and Pump Services

2500 Hwy 50 E    PO Box 2123    Cañon City
Licence #592 youngsdrilling.net

Young’s

I Survived Obama
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by Jim Silver

Three games were on the 
schedule for the past 

two weekends, but another 
game on Saturday, the 28th 
made for a full load for the 
Bobcats. The Sangre de 
Cristo Thunderbirds came 
to town to make up games 
previously canceled on De-
cember 17th, before Christ-
mas vacation. A look back 
at these four games gives a 
picture of the progress the 
boys are making on their 
way toward playing some 
pretty good basketball.

The South Park Burros 
played on the Custer Coun-
ty court on Friday, January 
20th. The Bobcats near-
ly matched the visiting 
Burros point-for-point all 
four quarters of play. This 
‘nearly’ made for a good 
outing for our home team 
and the Bobcats even out-
scored their opponent 22-
21 in the fourth quarter.  
Consistent performance by 
Custer County against the 
higher-ranked South Park 
team made for a good game 
over-all, though the Bobcats 
were behind 50-58 at the 
final buzzer. David Kinsey 
paced the Bobcats in points 
scored. This 5’10” junior 
couldn’t miss his outside 
jump shot, hitting six of sev-
en from behind the 3-point 
line and adding on five shots 
in the 2-point range! David 
scored 30 of his team’s 50 
points. He also made seven 
rebounds, following Billy 
Berry’s  eight.

The Bobcats traveled to Del 
Norte the next day, Satur-
day, the 21st. The Bobcats 
had their hands full with the 
Tigers-- 9-3 for their season 
thus far. The final score was 
20-60, with Kobe Lewsad-
er’s five points leading the 
Bobcats in scoring.

The first of this weekend’s 
home court games was 
against the Sanford Indians 
on January 27th. Sanford 
looks a lot like South Park 
in the State-wide standings 
of 2-A teams—7-4 and 7-5 
respectively. But the game 
each team plays differed 
greatly. The half-time score 
says it all—the Bobcats 
were behind 9-12. The mar-
gin increased by the end of 
the third quarter—13-20. 
The Bobcats were still in 
the game, pretty evenly 
matched with the Indians. 
A strong defensive effort 
by all five on the floor at a 
given time kept the Indians 
in check for three quarters. 
Nevertheless, Sanford put 
on a scoring surge in the 
fourth quarter—17 points 
to Custer County’s five.  
The Bobcats were on the 
short end, 18-37, at the fi-
nal buzzer of a rather un-
usual game to watch.

Sangre de Cristo is a 1-A 
school, so Saturday’s game 
was a non-conference 
match-up. A quick look 
at the Thunderbirds’ most 
recent outing gave a hint 
that the game they came 
to Custer County to play 
would be of a different style 
than the Bobcats’ Friday 
night opponent, Sanford. 

The T-birds, on a three-
game winning streak, had 
defeated their Friday oppo-
nent 70-57. They came out 
quickly against the Bob-
cats, ran the court and shot 
well. Half-time showed 
the Bobcats behind 11-35. 
Our team fared much the 
same in the third quarter, 
ending at 15-49. The Bob-
cats didn’t give up, though, 
and managed to pick up 13 
points in the fourth quarter 
to lose 28-59.

Not giving up and playing 
as a team is the name of 
the game for this slim ros-
ter of eight Bobcats. Much 
growth in individual skills 
is evident, as the season 
has gone on. They and their 
coaches are to be encour-
aged on in the remaining 
three weeks of the season!

Cripple Creek-Victor will 
play here on Friday, Febru-
ary 3rd at 3 p.m. The Bob-
cats travel to Antonito on 
Saturday. Crested Butte is 
an away game on the 10th, 
and the final home game 
is on Friday, February 
17th  against Center. An 
away game against Cripple 
Creek-Victor the next day 
wraps up this season.

GO BOBCATS!

Bobcat Boys Played Hard

 A David Kinsey jump shot.
Photo by Jim Silver

by Coach Shannon  
Byerly

We probably played 
the best game in two 

years against South Park as 
we competed well and ex-
ecuted the game plan.  We 
actually hit more baskets 
than the Burro’s but lost at 
the free throw line.   That 
was a tough loss as it was 
certainly in our grasp.  We 
also played pretty well at 
Del Norte.  We really com-
peted with a very good 
team.  The score didn’t 
reflect a good game, but I 
thought we played pretty 
well considering they were 
simply better than us.  The 
kids accepted the challenge 
and worked really hard 
which is what all coaches 
ask of their players.

Sanford was a game that 

surprised me.  Our players 
accepted the challenge and 
came out with a lot of en-
ergy.   They competed at 
a high level and to hold a 
strong team like Sanford 
to 12 points in the first half 
underscores the kids are 
starting to understand what 
it takes to challenge the 
better teams.  I was proud 
of them and although the 
game got away from us 
in the second half, I was 
proud of their effort.  

Sangre De Cristo was a 
game that really exempli-
fied what we have strug-
gled with all season.  We 
couldn’t put the ball in the 
hole on offense and then 
got outworked through the 
first half.  We shot five for 
16 from the free throw line 
and missed so many shots 

in the paint that you can’t 
expect to win games when 
you fail in those areas.  I 
really thought this was a 
winnable game as well but 
we continue to hurt our-
selves by not executing 
when we need to.  I thought 
we worked extremely hard 
in the second half and did 
some good things but we 
didn’t stay close enough in 
the first half to be able to 
close the gap like we need-
ed to.

We will continue to work 
on the same things we have 
been doing all season.  Tak-
ing care of the ball and being 
able to score when you have 
good opportunities is what 
will lead to wins.  Once we 
start doing those things you 
will start to see more W’s in 
the win column.

Coach’s Corner

1227 S. 9th Street
Cañon City, CO 

719-285-4784
www.canonfamilydental.com

Over 45 Years of 
Experience
Same Day Repairs
and Relines
Custom Night
Guards
Full / Partial 
Dentures
Implant Overdenture 
Free X-ray & Exam
for NEW cash pay
denture patients

Now Accepting 
Most Insurances 

and Medicaid 
for Dentures

*

*

*

*

*
*

Rick Fortner and Dr. Allen Lee

JT Taylor and Coach Jesse Taylor 
Receive Awards

by Jim Silver

Between varsity basket-
ball games on Satur-

day, January 28th, senior 
cross country runner Jerald 
(“JT”) Taylor was awarded a 
plaque by Athletic Director/
High School Principal Jack 
Christensen. JT won first 
place in 2A Cross Country 
in League, Regional and the 
State finals. In addition to 
the award, a photo of JT was 

placed on the wall at the en-
try of the gym, among oth-
er notable athletes from the 
Bobcats sports past. 

Jesse Taylor, JT’s father 
and the 2016 Cross Country 
Coach of the Bobcats, was 
honored along-side his son 
with a plaque, voted “Cross 
Country Coach of the Year, 
Southern Peaks League.”

Congratulations to the Tay-
lors, father and son.

Above L to R: JT Taylor, Coach Jesse Taylor and Principal/ 
Athletic Director Jack Christensen. 

JT’s photo placed among 
CCHS notable athletes out-
side the school gym.

Photos by Jim Silver
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On Thursday, January 27, 1977, I watched the evening weather report. The 
weather man was predicting a major snow storm. In Buffalo, New York, 

snow storms were nothing new. He was saying wherever you are tomorrow at 
11 a.m. you will be there for the next four days. Well, knowing I had to work at 
the hospital the next three days I started to make preparations. I made arrange-
ments for my mother to pick up my children from day care and packed a small 
bag with essentials and a clean uniform. 
The next day I informed my supervisor that a storm was headed our way and I 
would be willing to work a double shift if they would put me up for the night 
so I wouldn’t have to drive home and back in the morning in a storm, little did 
I know what I was getting myself into.
At 11 a.m. the storm hit. We could see nothing outside the windows but white. 
A blizzard of epic proportions struck southern portions of the province of On-
tario and parts of western and northern New York State. The temps plunged 
to near zero Fahrenheit and hurricane force winds roared across the frozen 
surface of Lake Erie. Temperature and wind combined to create a wind chill of 
60 below zero. Wind gusts over 50 miles per hour were recorded each day with 
offi cial peaks ranging between 69 and 73 miles per hour.
Lake Erie, the shallowest of the Great Lakes, has a surface area of ten thousand 
square miles. That year it was frozen by December 14th, an early freezing re-
cord. The hurricane force winds swept across that desert of ice with no natural 
barriers to break the wind force. Deep snow had built up on the lake and had 
not melted due to the cold January. So 10,000 miles of snow powder blew 
inland, burying people in their cars and homes and stranding people in offi ce 
buildings, schools, police stations, fi re halls, bars, factories and cars. By Mon-
day the mayor of Buffalo closed all streets except for emergency vehicles only.
Many people have stories of surviving the Blizzard of ’77 and many did not 
survive. 
The fi nal price tag for the Blizzard of ’77 was 300 million dollars. There were 
23 deaths in the Buffalo area as a result of the storm.
Moral of the story: Pay attention to weather warnings and always be prepared.

January 28, 1977 

The Blizzard of ‘77

by Audrey Slater, Sources: whitedeath.com

 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday
 Breakfast Breakfast Breakfast Breakfast  
  Choice of Cereal Choice of Cereal Choice of Cereal Biscuit & Gravy  
 Fruit Fruit Fruit Fruit
 Milk Milk Milk Milk
 Lunch Elem. Lunch Elem. Lunch Elem. Lunch Elem.   
 Popcorn Chicken Beef & Bean Burrito Mac N Cheese Pancake and Sausage Link 
  Mashed Potato w/gravy Rice Mini Corn Dog Potato Wedge
  Blueberry Muffi n & Fruit Corn & Fruit Carrots/Celery & Fruit  Fruit
 Milk Milk  Milk  Milk

Bobcat Menu • Feb. 6- Feb. 9, 2017

Elementary: Main Dish, Grain Product, Veg., Fruit, and Milk
Middle & High: Main Dish, (Or Premade Chef Salad), Grain Product, Vegetable, Fruit and Milk

A’la Carte Items To Be Sold To M.S. & H.S. Only

 Lunch MS & HS Lunch MS & HS Lunch MS & HS Lunch MS & HS  
 Chicken Mased Potato Bowl Smothered Burrito Mac N Cheese Pancakes/Scrambled Eggs 
  Bluebery Muffi n & Carrots Rice & Beans Tossed Salad & Mxd Veg Sausage Link 
 Fruit Corn & Fruit  Fruit Potato Wedge & Fruit
 Milk Milk  Milk  Milk

Bobcats Sport Schedule
HS Boys & HS Girls Basketball HOME v 

Cripple Creek 
When: Fri, February 3, 3 p.m. – 6 p.m.
Where: Custer County High School

Elementary Basketball Program
When: Sat, February 4, 8 a.m. – 12 p.m.
Where: East Gym

Wrestling v Crowley County  
Departure time TBD
When: Sat., February 4, 9 a.m. – 2 p.m.

HS Boys & HS Girls Basketball AWAY v Antonito 
Departure time TBD
When: Sat., February 4, 3:30 p.m. – 6:30 p.m.
Where: Antonito 

Goal Miners Soccer
When: Sun, February 5, 12:30 p.m. – 1:30 p.m.
Where: West Gym 

Elementary Youth Wrestling
When: Tue, February 7, 6:25 p.m. – 7:40 p.m.

Where: Wrestling Room 

Elementary Youth Wrestling
When: Thur., February 9, 6:25 p.m. – 7:40 p.m.
Where: Wrestling Room 

Wrestling Regionals 
When: Fri, February 10, 9 a.m. – 1 p.m.
Where: Custer County High School

HS Boys & HS Girls Basketball AWAY v 
Crested Butte –
Departure TBD
When: Fri, February 10, 3 p.m. – 6 p.m.
Where: Crested Butte 

Elementary Basketball Program
When: Sat, February 11, 8 a.m. – 12 p.m.
Where: East Gym

Wrestling Regionals 
When: Fri and Sat., February 10,-11, 9 a.m. – 1 p.m.
Where: Custer County High School

Press Release

Winter swim classes 
will begin next week 

at Club America WMV for 
Afternoon Preschool and 
Early Elementary students.
• Class Dates: Wednesday, 

February 1st; Thursdays, 
Feb. 9, 16, 23, March 2, 
9, 16; and Wednesday, 
March 29th 

• Class Times: Afternoon 
Preschool – 4:15 – 4:45 
p.m.; and Early Elemen-
tary – 4:50 – 5:30 p.m.

• Cost: $45 if payment is 
made by Jan 30th; after 
Jan 30th fee is $50

• Registration forms 
are available at Club 
America, and have been 

provided to Afternoon 
Preschool students as 
well as those in Kinder-
garten and 1st Grade 
through Custer County 
School.

• Water Safety Instructors 
are certifi ed by American 
Red Cross 

• Afternoon Preschool 
class is limited to six 
students 

• Fun activities guide, 
water orientation, breath 
control and relaxation 

This is a great time for your 
child to initially learn or 
become reacquainted with 
water safety practices and 
swimming skills. Swim-
ming, a team and inde-

pendent sport, can provide 
excellent aerobic exercise, 
and is helpful in developing 
physical and mental coordi-
nation, agility, strength and 
endurance. Swimming pro-
vides a non-weight bear-
ing activity in a refreshing 
environment for an entire 
lifetime and opens doors to 
a wide variety of fun and 
exciting aquatic activities.

For more information about 
these and other aquat-
ic classes contact Lisa 
Kaufman at 783.4468 or 
at Club America.  Drop by 
the club to speak with club 
manager Jules Sapp about a 
swim class scholarship or 
call 783.0750.

Club America Swim Club 
Announces Winter Classes

Teens will be channeling 
their inner Van Gogh, 

Picasso, Monet or what-
ever their personal style 
may be at West Custer 
County Library’s latest 
event, “Teen-o-Easel” on 
Thursday, February 9th 
from 4:15 - 6 p.m. Stu-
dents in grades 6 - 12 will 

create individual paintings 
which will be combined 
as a mural for the library’s 
teen area. Instruction and 
guidance will be provided 
by local, professional artist 
Jacqueline Keller. All ma-
terials, supplies and snacks 
will be provided. Artwork 
will be returned to students 

when the exhibit closes 
next year. 

This event is free thanks 
to the generous contribu-
tions of the Friends of West 
Custer County Library. For 
more information, please 
call the library at 783-9138 
or email jessica@west-
custerlibrary.org.

Teens to Create Fine Art at the Library

PROPANE
...a golden rule company...a golden rule company

Residential • Commercial • Agricultural
Full Service Company • Appliances • Lease Tanks

24 Hour Emergency Service

719.269.1000 
3365 E. Hwy. 50 • Cañon City, CO 81212

enxxpropane@bresnan.net

Rebellion to tyrants is obedience to God.
Benjamin Franklin - Founding Father

JT’s photo placed among 
CCHS notable athletes out-
side the school gym.

Photos by Jim Silver

Oak Creek Grade Volunteer 
Firefi ghters

A big thank you to the Tallahassee F.P.D. for a donati on 
of fi re bunker gear to the Oak Creek Grade Volunteer Firefi ghters.
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Club America
50 E. Main Street

Silver Cliff, CO 81252 
(719) 783-0750

Custer County Senior Center  
612 Main St.

Silver Cliff,  CO  81252
(719) 783-9508

Lunch; Mon., Tues. & Thur. at 
Noon. RSVP by 9:30 a.m.

Custer County Community 
Sharing Center Inc. 

120 N. 3rd St.
Westcliffe, CO 81252

(719) 783-3303
Fri. 1 p.m. –  5 p.m. 

Lighthouse Pregnancy 
Resources 

417 Cliff Street
Silver Cliff, CO  81252

(719) 783-4357 
Mon. and Thur. 11 a.m. – 5 p.m.

Fri. 10 a.m. - 1 p.m.

West Custer County Library
209 Main Street

Westcliffe, CO  81252
(719) 783-9138

Tue. –  Fri.: 10 a.m.  –  5:30 p.m. 
Sat.:10 a.m. –  2 p.m.

Wet Mt. Rotary Van Service 
For transportation needs, 

contact Van Dispatch 
(719) 783-2343 

Mon. – Fri.  8 a.m. – 5 p.m.

Services

 

Events Calendar

Recurring Events
Monday
6 -7 p.m. Closed Step Study Alcoholics 

Anonymous at St. Luke’s Episcopal 
Church in Westcliffe. 
Call Jim at 783-2053 or (360) 509-9172 
or Emily at (719) 371-5974.

3rd Monday
4:30 p.m. – 6:30 p.m. Writers group at 

the Library.  If you write or would like 
to start writing, please join us in the 
Community Room for peer editing, 
feedback, ideas, comradery, and more.

Tuesday
12 – 4:30 p.m. Bridge Club meets in the 

Library Community Room in down-
town Westcliffe. 
6 p.m. Bible Study at Wild West 
Cowboy Church.  Call 719-783-2676.

1st Tuesday of the Month
6:30 p.m. at Cliff Lanes 

American Legion Post 170 monthly 
meeting.

6:45 p.m. Post 170 Auxiliary monthly 
meeting (March – October) at the 
Saddle Club.

Wednesday
9:30 a.m. – 11 a.m. Line dancers meet 

at the Methodist Church. Call Clem at 
(303) 909-7370.

6-7 p.m. Closed Big Book Study Alcohol-
ics Anonymous at St. Luke’s 
Episcopal Church in Westcliffe. Call 
Jim at 783-2053 or (360) 509-9172 or 
Emily at (719) 371-5974.

6:30 p.m. Men’s and Women’s Bible 
Study. First Baptist Church of West-
cliffe Call 719-783-2498.

6:30 - 8 p.m. Custer County Community 
Band practice in the band room at the 
high school.

2nd and 4th Wednesdays 
3 p.m. Scrabble Group West Custer

County Library.

Last Wednesday of the Month
11 a.m. Book Club meeting at the West 

Custer County Library. Open to the 
public.

Thursday

2nd Thursday of the Month
10 a.m. – 11 a.m. “Ask a Nurse” at

   the library.

Friday
6 -7 p.m. Open Discussion Alcoholics 

Anonymous meeting at St. Luke’s 
Episcopal Church. Call Jim at 783-2053 
or (360)  509-9172 or Emily at (719) 
371-5974.

7 -8 p.m. Bible Talks with Domenic 
Enrietta and John Hartig. At the Library 
Community Room. All welcome. No 
charge.

3rd Friday of the Month
Camp Happiness for 0-6 yrs old.

1-2:20 p.m. at West Custer Library.

Saturday
10 a.m. Wet Mountain Al-Anon Family 

Group meets at St. Luke’s Episcopal 
Church. Call Dee (719) 404-1851 or 
Jean (719) 371-1229. 

2 p.m. Laughter Yoga at the West Custer 
County Library. Open to the public.

3 p.m. Open Drum Circle at the West 
Custer County Library. All ages wel-
come! If you have a drum, please bring 
it. We have a few spares.

3rd Saturday of Month
9 a.m. VFW meeting at Cliff Lanes 

Conference Room for more info call 
Commander Randy Knight 783-9340.

Friday, February 3, 3 p.m. – 6 p.m.
Girl Scout Cookie Sale @ Basketball Game
Custer County School 

Saturday, February 4, 6 a.m. – 2 p.m.
MS Knowledge Bowl
Ft Carson 

Friday and Saturday, February 3 and 4, 
7:30 p.m. Sunday, February 5 at 2 p.m.

“Hidden Figures”
Biography | Drama | History | PG
THE JONES THEATER $$ Westcliffe

Monday, February 6, 5:30 p.m.
Silver Cliff Town Meeting

Tuesday, February 7, 9 a.m.
BOCC Meeting  Boardroom

Tuesday, February 7,  5:30 p.m.
Westcliffe Town Meeting

Wednesday, February 8, 9 a.m.
BOCC Meeting Boardroom

Wednesday, February 8, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.  
 Invention Convention 
for 3rd, 4th, and 5th Graders

In the School Library
Students will be displaying their inventions 
Open to the Public

Wednesday, February 8, 4 p.m. – 5:30 p.m.
Girl Scout Mtg
Teacher’s Lounge or Art Room 

Thursday, February 9, 6:30 p.m. – 9:30 p.m.
National Honor Society/Valentines 
Project    School Kitchen 

Thursday, February 9, 6 p.m.
Chamber Awards Presentation
107 N 3rd Street, Westliffe

Thursday, February 9, 7 p.m.
Back Room Series: Hal Walter; 
Endurance for Life, 103 South 2nd Street

Friday., February 10, 1 p.m. 
Learn how to back up your files
Please bring your laptop, mouse, and power pack.
West Custer Library Community Room

Friday and Saturday, February 10 and 11 
at 7:30 p.m.
Sunday, February 12 at 2 p.m.

“Hacksaw Ridge”
Drama | History | War | R

THE JONES THEATER $$ Westcliffe

Wednesday, February 15, 5:30 p.m.
Eating Well on $6 a Day
West Custer Library Community Room
209 Main Street in Westcliffe.

By this we know love, that He laid down 
His life for us, and we ought to lay down 

our lives for the brothers.  
1John 3:16  ESV

THE CUSTER COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT 
HAS OPENINGS FOR 

SUBSTITUTE TEACHERS AT ALL LEVELS  
Applications are available at the administration office Monday-         
Thursday from 8:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. or please visit the district’s 
webpage at http://www.custercountyschools.org/#!employment/c17c; 
scroll down to the section marked “Applications” to download and 
complete the “Substitute Application”.  Applicants will need to be      
licensed through the Colorado Department of Education.  For more 
information, please contact Kathy Schickling at (719)783-4950.  

In compliance with Titles VI & VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, 
Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, Section 504 of the 
Rehabilitation Act of 1973, the Age Discrimination in Employment 
Act of 1967, the Americans with Disabilities Act, the Genetic Informa-
tion Nondiscrimination Act of 2008, and Colorado law, Custer County 
School District C-1 does not unlawfully discriminate on the basis of 
race, color, sex, religion, national origin, ancestry, creed, age, mari-
tal status, sexual orientation, genetic information, disability or need 
for special education services in admissions, access to, treatment or 
employment in educational programs or activities which it operates.  
Complaint procedures have been established for students, parents, 
employees and members of the public.  The following person(s) have 
been identified as the compliance officer for the district: Secondary 
Principal, 709 Main Street, Westcliffe, CO  81252.  (719)783-2291

Press Release

On February 9th, the Cham-
ber of Commerce will be 
hosting an awards presen-
tation for the 2016 Citizen 
of the Year.  The selection 
process was conducted the 
second week of January and 
included Silver Cliff Mayor 
Laswell, Westcliffe Mayor 
Patterson, County Commis-
sioner Kattnig, and Rotary 
President and School Board 
Member Monty Lee.  

It is the pleasure of the 
Chamber to announce Wil-
lie Quinney as Citizen of 
the Year.

The public is invited to a 
presentation reception to 
honor Mr. Willie Quinney 
for his many contributions 
in his support of both indi-
viduals and the greater com-
munity.  The presentation 
will be held at the Chamber 
of Commerce building at 
107 N 3rd Street, in West-
cliffe, on February 9th, at 6 
p.m.

In June, 2013, Willie and 
his wife, Cheryl, moved to 
the valley.  They opened 
Silver Cliff Mountain Inn 
Restaurant on December 
1, 2013.  Having changed 
occupations and having no 

experience in the industry, 
they developed their busi-
ness into one of the most 
frequented restaurants in 
the area.  Since their arriv-
al, he has taken his chosen 
occupation in the restaurant 
industry and used it to share 
his resources to meet the 
many needs of our citizens.   
With Cheryl at his side, 
Willie has contributed the 
services of his employees to 
the community,  as well as 
donated products to support 
fundraising efforts for indi-
viduals in need, sponsored 
school fi eld trips, student 
equipment needs, senior 
center support, veterans 
needing various types of 
assistance, and organization 
sponsored events.  A most 
notable effort was feeding 
weary fi re fi ghters during 
the most recent fi res in the 
county, at his own expense.   
Willie accomplished these 
deeds without any expecta-
tion of recognition.

Friends who know Willie 
are aware of his sensitivi-
ty to those in need and his 
willingness to give time, 
money and resources.  He 
has been known to provide 
clothing and shelter, house-
hold appliances, Christmas 
gifts for those without, and 

money from his own pock-
et.  It cannot be overlooked 
that he has gone so far as 
to  provide food, shelter 
and water for unwanted kit-
ties, and even seeing to the 
needs of those who some-
times have diffi culty pro-
viding food for their own 
cats. 

Custer County Chamber of 
Commerce is inviting the 
public to help celebrate this 
most thoughtful and gen-
erous Citizen of the Year.  
Please help us honor Willie 
Quinney, on February 9th, 
at 6 p.m. at the Chamber of 
Commerce. 

(Editor/GG: Sorry about 
this announcement being 
a week late. The Custer 
County Chamber of Com-
merce did NOT send it to 
us but they did manage to 
get it to the other paper 
in Westcliffe for their last 
week’s edition. We had to 
email the Chamber and re-
quest that they send us the 
press release. In any event, 
we congratulate Willie on 
being selected 2016 Citi-
zen of the Year. He and his 
wife, Cheryl, have contrib-
uted a lot to the community 
and we applaud and thank 
them for it.)

Willie Quinney 
Named Citizen of the Year

Custer County Chamber of Commerce 
Awards Presentation February 9th;
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GOT SOMETHING 
TO SELL, TRADE OR 

WANT TO BUY?
OUR CLASSIFIED 

SECTION CAN HELP 
YOU DO THAT.

STOP BY AND SEE 
US AT 610 MAIN ST. 

WESTCLIFFE

Flat work, sidewalks, 
driveways, patios, etc.

Over 30 years experience
Very competitive rates

Call Mason 719-429-0219


The Custer County School 
District has an opening for 

elementary teachers for the 
2017-2018 school year. Ap-
plications are available on-
line at custercountyschools.
org under the Employment 

link.  This position will 
remain open until filled. 

In compliance with Titles VI & 
VII of the Civil Rights Act of 
1964, Title IX of the Education 
Amendments of 1972, Section 
504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 
1973, the Age Discrimination 
in Employment Act of 1967, 
the Americans with Disabili-
ties Act, the Genetic Informa-
tion Nondiscrimination Act 
of 2008, and Colorado law, 
Custer County School District 
C-1 does not unlawfully dis-
criminate on the basis of race, 
color, sex, religion, national or-
igin, ancestry, creed, age, mar-
ital status, sexual orientation, 
genetic information, disability 
or need for special education 
services in admissions, access 
to, treatment or employment in 
educational programs or activ-
ities which it operates.  Com-
plaint procedures have been es-
tablished for students, parents, 
employees and members of the 
public.  The following person(s) 
have been identified as the com-
pliance officer for the district: 
Secondary Principal, 709 Main 
Street, Westcliffe, CO  81252.  
(719)783-2291


The Custer County School 

District has an opening 
for an assistant principal 
for the 2017-2018 school 

year. Applications are 
available online at custer-
countyschools.org under 

the Employment link.  This 
position will remain open 

until filled. 

In compliance with Titles VI & 
VII of the Civil Rights Act of 
1964, Title IX of the Education 
Amendments of 1972, Section 
504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 
1973, the Age Discrimination 
in Employment Act of 1967, 
the Americans with Disabili-
ties Act, the Genetic Informa-
tion Nondiscrimination Act 
of 2008, and Colorado law, 
Custer County School District 
C-1 does not unlawfully dis-
criminate on the basis of race, 
color, sex, religion, national or-
igin, ancestry, creed, age, mar-
ital status, sexual orientation, 
genetic information, disability 
or need for special education 
services in admissions, access 
to, treatment or employment in 
educational programs or activ-
ities which it operates.  Com-
plaint procedures have been es-
tablished for students, parents, 
employees and members of the 
public.  The following person(s) 
have been identified as the com-
pliance officer for the district: 
Secondary Principal, 709 Main 
Street, Westcliffe, CO  81252.  
(719)783-2291


Sentinel Needs Help
Part-time reporters.

No experience necessary.
Help Save America! 

Watching Fox News Isn’t 
Doing Anything!!

Stop by the Sentinel for 
more information.

610 Main St.,Westcliffe

Lori Kastendieck
Independent Broker

Real Estate
Westcliffe Broker.com

719/269-0653
Serving buyers & sellers 

since 1982

CARPET DIRECT 
Wholesale prices, Best 

products
Carpet, Tile, Wood, Vinyl
Your local contact for a
Nationwide Company

Call Jeff 719-429-3008



SEPTIC PUMPING 
(719) 783-2747 or  
ell (719) 371-3523  

 Please call Art Nordyke 
for your septic pumping 

and inspections.
Don’t let your septic fail!

NORDYKE  
SANITATIONReal Estate

Help Wanted

Classifieds

Please call 719-783-3360 or email  
sdc.sentinel@gmail.com to place your ad.  

The deadline for getting your information into the  
Classifieds is Monday at 4 p.m. for that week’s edition.

No Job Too Small  
Remodels, Decks, Painting, 

Log Home Staining,
 Maintenance. 

Follows Codes. Local 
References

Tony 719-783-2883

Concrete. Flat work, 
sidewalks, driveways, 

patios, etc.
Over 30 years  

experience
Very competitive rates
Mason 719-429-0219

Services

Sell It  
HERE

Dr. Kayla Ingram
Call for an appointment:

719-783-3770 or 719-783-2911
1200 Broadway in Silver Cliff

Offices at 300 Main Street• Westcliffe
custompropertyservices@yahoo.com

719-783-9321 • 888-783-0002

Wet Mountain Storage
For all Your Storage needS

ValleY VieW
Park HoMe CoMMunitY
Park Home Sales & Lots for Lease

Our Community is Growing - Lots Limited

POWER OUTAGE? NO PROBLEM!
GP POWER SYSTEMS

Serving your needs, BIG & small since 1992Serving your needs, BIG & small since 1992
Made & Assembled in America!Contact Glenn at

719-371-8625

Also, Repair & Service on Small Engines & ATV‛s

We Sell & Service 

Locally 
and to 

Surround
ing Cou

nties

Michael Thiem’s HVAC

cell 719-429-9989
Over 30 Years Experience

Fully Insured

Service, Replacement  
& New Installation of 
Air Conditioning & 

Propane Fueled 
Forced Heat

Small working ranch 
and events center look-
ing for an administra-
tive assistant. Respon-
sibilities include but not 
limited to the ability to 
participate in produc-
ing a variety of events 
and the performance of 
a variety of offi ce du-
ties. Must be capable of 
multi-tasking, excellent 
people skills, able to 
work long hours during 
events and skilled in data 
bases, word processing 
and spreadsheets. Sal-
ary and benefi ts will be 
commensurate with ex-
perience. Email resume 
with references to rdh@
apaintedview.com.

Small working ranch 
and events center look-
ing for an administra-
tive assistant. Respon-
sibilities include but not 
limited to the ability to 
participate in produc-
ing a variety of events 
and the performance of 
a variety of offi ce du-
ties. Must be capable of ties. Must be capable of 
multi-tasking, excellent 
people skills, able to 
work long hours during 
events and skilled in data 
bases, word processing 
and spreadsheets. Sal-
ary and benefi ts will be 
commensurate with ex-
perience. Email resume 
with references to rdh@
apaintedview.com.

by Mike Ham, CCHS 
Wrestling Coach

The Bobcats wrestling 
team traveled all the 

way to the Western Slope 
on January 20th through the 
21st for two days of com-
petition in Paonia where 
twenty-some schools were 
represented in the tourna-
ment. This was the hardest 
meet of the season so far, 
with state-ranked wrestlers 
in every bracket. Our wres-
tlers did very well and saw 
up-close what they need to 
focus on, looking forward 
to District (Feb.10,11) and 
then State (Feb.16-18).

The Custer County wres-
tlers who attended and how 
they matched up are the 
following:

•	Dalton Wommack (Soph., 
113 lbs.) placed 3rd, win-
ning 3 and losing 2 match-
es.

•	Ray Perez (Soph., 132 
lbs.) placed 6th, with 2 
wins and 2 losses.

•	Aaron Anderson (Jr., 145 
lbs.) placed 6th, with 2 
each.

•	Andy Feldmann (Sr., 152 
lbs.) placed 5th, with 3 
wins and 2 losses.

•	John Feldmann (Soph., 
160 lbs.) no placement, 
with 0 wins and 2 losses.

•	Jakob Morris (Soph., 182 
lbs.) no placement, with 0 
wins and 2 losses.

The past weekend the team 
boarded the bus at 3:45 
a.m. on Saturday, January 
28th for the long ride into 

the San Louis Valley and 
the “Valley Classic” meet 
in Center. Once again, the 
Bobcats met up with stiff 
competition from state-
ranked wrestlers through-
out all brackets. The boys 
wrestled their hearts out 
but fell short of a tourna-
ment championship.

These are the Bobcats who 
made this trip and how they 
placed:

•	Dalton Wommack placed 
4th, with 4 wins and 1 loss.

•	Ray Perez, no placement, 
winning 1 and losing 2.

•	Aaron Anderson, no place-
ment, with no wins.

•	Andy Feldmann placed 
5th, winning 3 and losing 2.

•	John Feldmann, no place-

ment, with 2 losses.

We will travel to Crowley 
County for a meet on Sat-
urday, February 4th. Custer 
County has the privilege 
of hosting the DISTRICT 
TOURNAMENT on Feb-
ruary 10th and 11th. The 
State Tournament is  Feb-
ruary 16th to the 18th. 
More details will follow 
for these final two events 
of the season.

And here’s a reminder to 
parents of future Bobcats 
wrestlers. Pee wee practice 
is Tuesday and Thursday 
nights from 6:30-7:45 pm. 
For more details please call 
Coach Mike Ham at (719) 
371-7203.

GO BOBCATS!

Custer County Wrestlers  
on the Road
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On the dates below, there 
were 261 calls for service 
to the Sheriff’s Office, 
8 to EMS, and 2 to the 
Fire Department. As of 
January 30th, there were 
8 males and no females in 
the county jail.

1/23/17:
Traffic Summons:

Beverly Beardon of 
Bosque, TX, for speeding 
10 - 19 over.

Elk in Fence: A deputy 
was dispatched to CR 328 
MM 3 for a report of an 
elk caught in a barbed 
wire fence.

Accident: EMS, the Wet 
Mountain Fire Depart-
ment, and a Sheriff’s 
deputy were dispatched 
to CR 203 for a single 
vehicle accident.

Fraud: A deputy met with 
a party in the lobby of the 
Sheriff’s Office who filed 
a report of fraudulent 
activity in her checking 
account.

1/24/17:
Traffic Summons: Mi-
randa Sapp of Florida, 
for speeding 34 mph in a 
school zone.

Frank Searight of Silver 
Cliff for speeding 10 - 19 
over.

Benjamin Rusher of 
Westcliffe was issued a 
summons for operating 
an uninsured vehicle.

Summons: Ben Zepplin 
of Westcliffe was issued 
a municipal summons 
for improper disposal of 
rubbish.

1/26/17:
Traffic Summons: Jimmy 
Coslett of Kingfisher, OK, 
for speeding 10-19 over.

David North of Westcliffe 
for speeding 10 - 19 over.

1/27/17:

Traffic Summons: Joseph 
Calabrese of Oklahoma, 
for speeding 24 over.

Jacob Yates of Trinidad 
for speeding 10 - 19 over.

Larry Kleven of Cañon 
City for speeding 10 - 19 
over.

Theft: A deputy took a 
report of a theft on Rio 
Alto Avenue. The matter 
is under investigation.

1/28/17:

Traffic Summons: Ger-
ald Deshirlia of Wimber-
ly, TX, for speeding 10 
- 19 over.

Identity Theft: A deputy 
was dispatched for a case 
of identity theft involving 
a party on Gabbert Drive 
in Rosita Hills.

1/29/17:

Traffic Summons: Reena 
Carter of Denver for 
speeding 10 - 19 over.

1/30/17:

Traffic Summons: David 
Clemens of CR 323 for 
speeding 78 in a 55-mph 
zone.

Sheriff’s Report...Wet Mountain Fire 
Protection District

Report 

For more information about WMFPD or to donate, call (719) 783-9245 or contact 
fi rechiefwmfpd@centurytel.net. P.O. Box 342, Westcliffe CO 81252

On January 3, three fire-
fighters responded in two 
fire engines to establish a 
landing zone in northern 
Custer County for a Flight 
For Life helicopter. Due to 
poor weather, the helo had 
to land near Cañon City to 
receive the patient from 
Custer EMS. Wet Moun-
tain was stood down at the 
county line when Fremont 
County took over the land-
ing.

On January 4, two fire-
fighters in one apparatus 
responded to reports of a 
fire alarm going off in an 
assisted living residence. 
It was determined that 
the alarm itself needed to 
be replaced and the own-
er was advised to contact 
their alarm company.

On January 6, four fire-
fighters in two engines re-
sponded to an automobile 
roll-over on an icy State-
Highway 69 south. The 
vehicle was on its top but 
the occupants were able to 
escape without extrication. 
Firefighters checked the 
vehicle for hazmat issues 
and helped direct traffic.

On January 7, two fire-
fighters in one engine re-
sponded to reports of an 
active fire alarm. After 
checking for smoke, car-
bon dioxide and hotspots, 
the alarm itself was found 
to be defective. The owner 
was advised to replace the 
alarm as soon as possible.

On January 7, two fire-
fighters in one engine as-
sisted the Sheriff’s Office 
deputies with traffic con-

trol and retrieval of a vehi-
cle that slid off the road in 
icy conditions.

On January 7, one firefight-
er responded to a request 
from Custer EMS for a lift 
assist of a patient in Silver 
Cliff.

On January 9, four fighters 
in two engines responded 
to a carbon dioxide alarm 
in the Junkins Park area. 
The residence was thor-
oughly checked and the 
problem turned out to be 
an alarm in need of new 
batteries.

On January 10, one fire-
fighter in one engine re-
sponded to reports of ma-
jor smoke in the Rosita 
area. It was determined 
that the start-up of an out-
side wood-burning boiler 
was the culprit.

On January 19, two fire-
fighters in one engine re-
sponded at the request of 
the Custer County Clinic 
to check out an apartment 
complex in Westcliffe 
where one occupant had 
been complaining of head-
aches and nausea. The 
building was thoroughly 
checked and no indications 
of any contaminants were 
found.

On January 20, two fire-
fighters responded in one 
engine to a report of a 
motor vehicle accident on 
State Highway 69 north. 
The single occupant was 
out of the heavily dam-
aged vehicle, so firefight-
ers checked for leaks, de-
clared the vehicle safe, and 

helped direct traffic.

On January 20, firefighters 
returned to a Westcliffe 
apartment building to 
double check for possible 
CO or CO2 concerns. The 
building was declared ab-
solutely clear of any con-
tamination.

On January 20, two fire-
fighters in two apparatus 
returned to the scene of an 
earlier automobile accident 
to help provide traffic con-
trol during retrieval of the 
vehicle by a wrecker.

On January 21, one fire-
fighter in one vehicle re-
sponded to a request by the 
Westcliffe building official 
to check for possible gas 
leaks in a residence. After 
careful checking, no con-
tamination was found and 
the residence was declared 
safe according to the Fire 
Department’s four-gas 
sniffer.

On January 23, four fire-
fighters in two engines 
responded to a motor vehi-
cle accident in the area of 
Reed Road.  The occupants 
were able to leave the vehi-
cle and walk to a residence 
close by for assistance, 
and ultimately assessed by 
Custer EMS. The firefight-
ers checked the heavily 
damaged vehicle for leaks 
and declared the vehicle 
clear of issues.

On January 26, two fire-
fighters in two engines 
responded to the school 
athletic field to light and 
oversee the Winterfest 
Bonfire.

Custer County Legal Notices
Custer County

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
Tentative Agenda

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 7, 2017
9:00 AM

Meeting Location:
County Courthouse /Commissioners Room  

Call Meeting to Order
Pledge of Allegiance
Roll Call 
Amend Agenda
Audience Introduction
Public Comment
Approval of Minutes
Commissioner Items
Attorney Items 
Executive Session 
New/Old Business
Staff Reports:

-	Airport 
-	Extension 
-	Veterans 
-	Human Services
	

NOTICE TO PUBLIC:  To meet publishing deadlines, all agen-
da items must be submitted either by calling the Commissioners 

Office at 719-783-2552; in writing to the Commissioner’s Office 
at PO Box 150, Westcliffe, CO  81252, or by e-mail to brenda@
custercountygov.com no later than 9:00 AM on the Monday of 
the week prior to the BOCC meeting.  Items not submitted in 
time may be tabled for one month so they may be properly pub-
lished.  True emergency items will be heard.  (Audio recordings 
of the BOCC meetings are available for public review or pur-
chase for $10 per CD.)

Published  02/03/2017 
Name of Publication: Sangre de Cristo Sentinel

 
Custer County

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
Tentative Agenda

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 8, 2017
9:00 AM

Meeting Location:
County Courthouse /Commissioners Room  

Call Meeting to Order
Pledge of Allegiance
Roll Call 
Amend Agenda
Audience Introduction
Public Comment

Approval of Minutes
Commissioner Items
Attorney Items 
Executive Session 
New/Old Business

-	CCEDC Status Update – C. Bogle
Staff Reports:

-	Road & Bridge/Landfill/Recycle 
•	 Cuerno Verde Speed Limits
•	 Oak Creek Grade Speed Limit

-	Public Health 
-	Human Resource/Finance 
-	Treasurer 
-	OEM 

•	 Hazard Mitigation Plan Resolution
-	Planning & Zoning 

NOTICE TO PUBLIC:  To meet publishing deadlines, all agenda 
items must be submitted either by calling the Commissioners Of-
fice at 719-783-2552; in writing to the Commissioner’s Office at 
PO Box 150, Westcliffe, CO 81252, or by e-mail to brenda@cus-
tercountygov.com no later than 9:00 AM on the Monday of the 
week prior to the BOCC meeting.  Items not submitted in time 
may be tabled for one month so they may be properly published.  
True emergency items will be heard.  (Audio recordings of the 
BOCC meetings are available for public review or purchase for 
$10 per CD.)

Published  02/03/2017 
Name of Publication: Sangre de Cristo Sentinel
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Custer County Legal Notices

COMBINED NOTICE - PUBLICATION
    CRS §38-38-103 FORECLOSURE SALE NO. 12-16	
To Whom It May Concern: This Notice is given with regard to the fol-
lowing described Deed of Trust:

On October 27, 2016, the undersigned Public Trustee caused the Notice 
of Election and Demand relating to the Deed of Trust described below to 
be recorded in the County of Custer records.

Original Grantor(s)			   Mayra S Speer
Original Beneficiary(ies)		  Washington Mutual Bank
Current Holder of Evidence of Debt 	 JPMorgan Chase Bank , 
				    National Association
Date of Deed of Trust			  January 19, 2008
County of Recording			   Custer
Recording Date of Deed of Trust		  January 29, 2008
Recording Information		  09587 Book: 600 Page: 159

(Reception No. and/or Book/Page No.)
Original Principal Amount		  $222,159.00
Outstanding Principal Balance		  $194,694.91

Pursuant to CRS §38-38-101(4)(i), you are hereby notified that the cov-
enants of the deed of trust have been violated as follows:  failure to pay 
principal and interest when due together with all other payments pro-
vided for in the evidence of debt secured by the deed of trust and other 
violations thereof.

THE LIEN FORECLOSED MAY NOT BE A FIRST LIEN.

A PARCEL OF LAND LOCATED IN THE STATE OF 
COLORADO, COUNTY OF CUSTER, WITH A SITUS AD-
DRESS OF 12100 COUNTY ROAD 255, WESTCLIFFE CO 
81252-9515 CURRENTLY OWNED BY SPEER MAYRA S 
HAVING A TAX ASSESSOR NUMBER OF 0010148862 
AND BEING THE SAME PROPERTY MORE FULLY 
DESCRIBED AS TR 45 MC KINLEY MTN RANCH ES-
TATES.

Also known by street and number as: 12100 County Rd 255, West-
cliffe, CO 81252.

THE PROPERTY DESCRIBED HEREIN IS ALL OF THE PROP-
ERTY CURRENTLY ENCUMBERED BY THE LIEN OF THE 
DEED OF TRUST.

NOTICE OF SALE

The current holder of the Evidence of Debt secured by the Deed of Trust, 
described herein, has filed Notice of Election and Demand for sale as 
provided by law and in said Deed of Trust. 

THEREFORE, Notice Is Hereby Given that I will at public auction, at 
10:00 A.M. on Wednesday, 03/01/2017, at  the office of the Custer Coun-
ty Public Trustee, 205 South 6th Street, Westcliffe, CO 81252, sell to the 

highest and best bidder for cash, the said real property and all interest of 
the said Grantor(s), Grantor(s)’ heirs and assigns therein, for the purpose 
of paying the indebtedness provided in said Evidence of Debt secured 
by the Deed of Trust, plus attorneys’ fees, the expenses of sale and other 
items allowed by law, and will issue to the purchaser a Certificate of 
Purchase, all as provided by law.

IF THE SALE DATE IS CONTINUED TO A LATER DATE, 
THE DEADLINE TO FILE A NOTICE OF INTENT TO CURE 
BY THOSE PARTIES ENTITLED TO CURE MAY ALSO BE 
EXTENDED;

IF THE BORROWER BELIEVES THAT A LENDER OR SER-
VICER HAS VIOLATED THE REQUIREMENTS FOR A SIN-
GLE POINT OF CONTACT IN SECTION 38-38-103.1 OR THE 
PROHIBITION ON DUAL TRACKING IN SECTION 38-38-103.2, 
THE BORROWER MAY FILE A COMPLAINT WITH THE COL-
ORADO ATTORNEY GENERAL, THE FEDERAL CONSUMER 
FINANCIAL PROTECTION BUREAU (CFPB), OR BOTH.  THE 
FILING OF A COMPLAINT WILL NOT STOP THE FORECLO-
SURE PROCESS.

Colorado Attorney General
1300 Broadway, 10th Floor
Denver, Colorado 80203
(800) 222-4444
www.coloradoattorneygeneral.gov

Federal Consumer Financial Protection Bureau
P.O. Box 4503
Iowa City, Iowa 52244
(855) 411-2372
www.consumerfinance.gov

DATE: 10/27/2016
Virginia Trujillo, Public Trustee in and for the County of Custer, State 
of Colorado

The name, address, business telephone number and bar registration 
number of the attorney(s)  
representing the legal holder of the indebtedness is:

Klatt, Augustine, Sayer, Treinen & Rastede, P.C. 710 Kipling Street, 
Suite 402,  Lakewood, CO 80215 (303) 232-5606
Attorney File # CO160290
The Attorney above is acting as a debt collector and is attempting to 
collect a debt. Any information provided may be used for that purpose.

Published 1/6/ 2017, 1/13/2017, 1/20/2017, 1/27/2017, 2/03/2017
Name of Publication: Sangre de Cristo Sentinel

Semi Annual Report of Custer County Treasurer
July 01, 2016 Through December 30, 2016

Published  02/03/2017 
Name of Publication: Sangre de Cristo Sentinel
(The above document was printed with data missing on  01/27/2017. This is the correct version.
The Sentinel apologized for this error.)

Custer County Legal Notices

For Financial 
Transparency  
information for 
Custer County 
School District  
C-1, please see  

link at custercountyschools.org. 

Service and New Construction
Licensed and Insured

Locally Owned & Operated

124 East Main, Florence

719-784-3876

• Sewer Line Cleaning    
• Video Camera Inspection    
• Certi� ed Back� ow Testing    
• Tankless Water Heaters   
• Replacement of Main Water and Sewer 

Lines   
• Repair &  Replacement of Water Heaters, 

Furnaces & Boilers   
• Geo � ermal Heating & Cooling

Video Camera Inspection    
Certi� ed Back� ow Testing    

24 HourEmergencyService

www.rivervalleyplumbingandheating.com
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Winterfest 2017

Winterfest Royalty from left: King Steven Bonilla, Queen Ashley Gillum, Senior Attendants Daniel Brinkley and 
Skylar Smith, Junior Attendants Thomas Dryer and McKensie Penkoff, Sophomore Attendants Chad Lewenkamp 
and Morgan Nelson, and Freshman Attendants Hunter Speer and Sydney Cooper.

Sentinel Photos by Jenn Russ and Kaya Huffman. Layout by Barbara Napolitan. 
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Colorado State News

“Takin’ It To The House…”         
  A Calendar And Commentary From 

The Golden Dome

by Thomas E. Cronin, Robert D. 
Levy, ColoradoPolitics.com

The words “Front Range” are 
often used in Colorado, par-

ticularly in newspapers, but few 
in Colorado seem to know exactly 
what the words mean. When asked 
about the Front Range, many Col-
oradans will answer, “The range 
of mountains that run to the west 
of Denver, Colorado Springs, 
Pueblo, etc.”

To political leaders and demogra-
phers, however, the Front Range is 
the heavily urbanized north-south 
strip of cities and suburbs that sits 
at the foot of the mountains, ex-
tending from Pueblo on the south 
through Colorado Springs and 
Denver Metro to Fort Collins and 
Greeley on the north.

Further confusing the situation, 
there actually is a Front Range of 
mountains. They form the west-
ern boundary of Boulder County 
and are one of the mountain rang-
es running along the Continental 
Divide through Rocky Mountain 
National Park.

Front Range is used even if its 
exact meaning is unclear. There 
are more than 60 businesses with 
Front Range in their name listed 
in the Colorado Springs telephone 
directory.

For purposes of voting analysis, 
we defi ne the Front Range as the 

populous counties, plus Broom-
fi eld and Teller Counties, that run 
south to north from Pueblo to Fort 
Collins and Greeley. Thus: Pueb-
lo, El Paso (Colorado Springs), 
Teller (Cripple Creek), Denver, 
Douglas (Castle Rock), Jefferson 
(Golden), Arapahoe (Littleton), 
Adams (Brighton), Broomfi eld, 
Boulder, Larimer (Fort Collins), 
and Weld (Greeley) Counties.

This is also the defi nition of Front 
Range used by the Colorado de-
mographer in the state Depart-
ment of Local Affairs.

The Front Range constitutes Col-
orado’s mini-version of a mega-
lopolis, a string of cities linked to-
gether in a corridor. It is our own 
little Bos-Wash (Boston to Wash-
ington), the interconnected urban 
area that runs up the northeastern 
coast of the United States.

For people who like cities, and the 
intellectual and cultural activities 
that fl ourish in cities, the Front 
Range is a major addition to their 
quality of life. It is loaded with 
some of the state’s best public 
colleges and universities (Univer-
sity of Colorado, Colorado State 
University, University of Colo-
rado at Colorado Springs, Colo-
rado School of Mines, Colorado 
State-Pueblo, etc.). Art museums, 
local musical venues, and theater 
groups thrive up and down the 
Front Range.

The Front Range is also known for 
its congested and drab strip retail 
streets, such as Colfax Avenue in 
Denver and Academy Boulevard 
in Colorado Springs.

Most Coloradans understand that 
the state’s population is concen-
trated on the Front Range. Year 
in and year out, it contains more 
than 80 percent of the people in 
Colorado. In the 2016 presiden-
tial election, 83 percent of the 
statewide two-party (Democrat/
Republican) vote in Colorado was 
cast on the Front Range.

Because rural Colorado (actually 
non-Front Range Colorado) is so 
Republican, the Democrats have 
to poll a formidable lead on the 
Front Range in order to win Col-
orado statewide elections. That is 
what happened in 2016. Democrat 
Hillary Clinton polled 55 percent 
of the two-party vote on the Front 
Range, enough to enable her to 
carry the state with 53 percent of 
the two-party vote.

One effect of so many people liv-
ing and voting on the Front Range 
in Colorado is that candidates for 
statewide offi ce can campaign up 
and down I-25 and reach most of 
the state electorate without hav-
ing to drive great distances. Short 
detours off of I-25 are required – 
U.S. 36 to get to Boulder, U.S. 85 
to get to Greeley, and U.S. 24 to 
get to Woodland Park.

Candidates who want to campaign 
up in the mountains or out on the 
Eastern Plains must do a lot of 
driving (or fl ying sometimes) to 
reach relatively small numbers of 
voters. What many statewide can-
didates do is visit the mountains 
and the Eastern Plains early in the 
campaign, then concentrate those 
last critical weeks before Election 
Day pursuing votes on the Front 
Range.

By the way, the word “Front” 
underscores that our nation grew 
from east to west and this was the 
fi rst, or “Front,” range of moun-
tains. Note that we don’t refer to 
Rifl e, Ridgway, and Durango as 
on the Back Range, but rather on 
the “Western Slope.”

Then there is “Post Card” Colo-
rado. It sits in a rough quadrangle 
from Cañon City to Estes Park to 
Craig and to Sawpit (okay–that’s 
near Telluride) and then back to 
Cañon City. Within or close to this 
quadrangle are most of Colorado’s 
14,000-foot mountains, its several 
national parks, its destination ski 
areas, its best rivers for fi shing 
and rafting, and many of its na-
tional forests.

Only about seven percent of the 
two-party presidential vote was 
cast in Post Card Colorado in 
2016, but this is the Colorado we 
play in – and came to, or stayed in 
Colorado to be close to.

The tourist brochures and the 
calendars disproportionately con-
centrate on this part of Colorado. 
There are some splendidly scenic 
spots on the Front Range, such as 
the Garden of the Gods in Colo-
rado Springs, Red Rocks amphi-
theater outside of Denver, the Flat 
Irons in Boulder, etc., but the in-
comparable natural beauty of Col-
orado is in the Post Card part of 
the state.

Post Card Colorado has wealthy 
areas, such as Aspen and Vail, al-
though few Front Range residents 
get to these upscale places except 
for meetings and conferences. 
Post Card’s economy is a blend of 
tourism, agriculture, mining and 
energy. Post Card Colorado splits 
its vote. The ski resort areas trend 
Democratic while the less-gentri-
fi ed counties like Delta and Mon-
trose trend Republican.

There are other areas of the state 
including the Eastern Plains, 
Southern Colorado and greater 
Grand Junction. Each of these is 
distinctive and has natural beauty 
and appeal. But, in general, the 
vast majority of Coloradans live 
along the Front Range and reg-
ularly plot to head westward to 
recreate and savor the ever-beck-
oning Post Card Colorado.

Please see: htt p://coloradopoli-
ti cs.com/insights-wheres-front-
range-politi cs-votes/

Where’s the 'Front Range'? In Politics, 
It’s Where the Votes Are

 by ColoradoPeak
Politics.com

Last week, Democrats 
killed a common-sense 

repeal of a stupid tax on, 
simply put, pizza boxes 
in Colorado. House Bill 
1009 would have gotten 
rid of what amounts to a 
double taxation for Colora-
do’s families on items that 
restaurants and food pro-
viders are taxed on such as 
packaging, sauce packets, 
straws, napkins and con-
tainers. The tax was part 
of the Dirty Dozen taxes 
passed in 2010.

The Denver Post did an 
in-depth story on the is-
sue and explained that “a 
quirk in Colorado tax law, 
introduced in 2010, began 
charging sales taxes on 
food-related items deemed 
“nonessential” to the con-
sumption of a meal — a 
broad and, at times, confus-
ing category that includes 
napkins, nonreusable gro-
cery bags, condiment pack-
ets and some kinds of con-
tainers, but not others.”

An example The Post cit-
ed was that if a consumer 

bought ketchup or mus-
tard at the grocery store, it 
would be tax-free as food is 
not taxed at the state level 
in Colorado; however, if a 
McDonalds worker throws 
ketchup packets in with 
your fries, the ketchup is 
taxed.

According to a press re-
lease sent by the State 
House GOP, around 80% 
of Colorado restaurants are 
small businesses, and the 
restaurant industry makes 
up the second largest pri-
vate industry in the state. 
According to The Post, this 
tax costs a typical restau-
rant $5,000 to $7,000 per 
year. That’s a signifi cant 
number for a small busi-
ness.  Remember this par-
ty-line vote when Demo-
cratic leadership claims to 
be proponents of families 
and small businesses. Dem-
ocrats’ actions just don’t 
deliver.

Please see: htt p://
coloradopeakpoliti cs.
com/2017/01/27/party-
poopers-democrats-kill-piz-
za-box-tax-repeal-on-party-
line-vote/

by Representative Jim 
Wilson – HD 60  

—January 29, 2017

The fi rst month of the 
71st Colorado General 

Assembly is in the books, 
and the “Can’t we all just 
get along?” attitudes are 
becoming a thing of the 
past.  The gloves may not 
be off, but the laces are ob-
viously untied as the State 
Affairs Committees (“kill 
committees”) are loading 
up their calendars with 
partisan bills.  Ultra-Lib-
eral bills face an abrupt 
end in the Senate, and ul-
tra-Conservative bills face 
a similar fate in the House.  
Bills that “make a point” 
- from either side of the 
aisle are heard, postponed 
indefi nitely (killed), en-
joyed a fl eeting moment in 
the press and are shelved 
until next session.  Per-
sonally, I came to Denver 
not to make a point, but to 
make a difference…

We heard one of those 
“make a point” bills in the 
House Education Com-
mittee this week.  Rep. 
Joe Salazar (D-Thornton) 
presented HB 17-1022: 
“Concerning Teaching 
Civil Government in Pub-

lic Schools, Including the 
History, Culture, and Con-
tributions of American 
Indians, Hispanic Ameri-
cans, African Americans, 
and Asian Americans”.  At 
fi rst glance it appeared to 
be a well-intentioned bill, 
but hidden in the details 
were unfunded mandates 
on schools, loss of local 
control and government 
imposed curriculum re-
quirements.  I anticipate 
that Rep. Salazar’s HB 17-
1022 will follow the same 
path as his “Homeless Bill 
of Rights” and changing 
Columbus Day to “Indig-
enous People’s Day” bills 
of previous sessions…   

My kindergarten bill, HB 
17-1042, cleared its fi rst 
hurdle last week.  It passed 
out of the House Educa-
tion Committee on a 9-4 
vote.  Even though full-
day kindergarten funding 
has been in State Statute 
since 2008-09, there is a 
reluctance on the part of 
legislators to fund prior 
obligations before fund-
ing new programs.  That 
is a concept I do not un-
derstand!  Because of that 
reluctance, HB 17-1042 
faces an extreme uphill 
challenge in the Appropri-

ations Committee. 

Two more of my bills that 
I am excited about will 
be scheduled for commit-
tees soon:  HB 17-1070 
“Study Drone Use By 
Public Safety Agencies” -- 
Concerning the use of un-
manned aircraft systems 
to perform government 
functions relating to pub-
lic safety, and, in connec-
tion therewith, requiring 
the center of excellence 
within the department of 
public safety to perform a 
study and operate a pilot 
program and HB 17-1098 
“Tax Credit Employer-As-
sisted Housing Projects” 
-- Concerning the creation 
of a credit against the state 
income tax to promote 
employer-assisted hous-
ing projects in rural areas.

Both of these bills will 
have a direct effect upon 
HD 60, as well as rural ar-
eas across the state.  The 
use of drones is a “tsuna-
mi” that is approaching 
quickly.  I feel it would 
be good to study poten-
tial applications before we 
are run over by a fl ood of 
ideas that have not been 
thoroughly vetted.  Af-
fordable/Attainable Hous-

ing is on the radar in every 
part of the state.  HB 17-
1098 will incentivize em-
ployers to work directly 
with their employee base 
rather than to depend upon 
a myriad of community 
efforts.

If you have any questions 
during the fi rst weeks of 
the session, would like 
to schedule a visit to the 
Capitol or to help me 
make a difference, feel 
free to call my offi ce in the 
Capitol at 303-866-2747 
or send us an e-mail: wil-
sonforhd60@gmail.com 
or james.wilson.house@
state.co.us.  Have a Fabu-
lous February!!!

Yours for HD 60,

Representative Jim 
Wilson

Party Poopers: 
Colorado Dems Kill Pizza 

Box Tax Repeal
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Colorado State News

by Simon Lomax,  
CompleteColorado.com/
pagetwo,  
The Independence Institute

Energy policy and en-
vironmental regula-

tion have been hot topics 
in Colorado politics for a 
long time. But at the Col-
orado State Legislature this 
year, there’s a new twist: A 
special committee devoted 
to energy and environmen-
tal issues in the Republi-
can-run Senate.

The new committee turns 
the tables on Democrats, 
because they proposed the 
same idea just weeks be-
fore Election Day. Back 
then, Democrats expected 
to win full control of the 
state Legislature with the 
help of California billion-
aire Tom Steyer. Hillary 
Clinton was expected to 
win the White House.

The new committee would 
have pushed the anti-fos-
sil fuel agenda of Steyer, 
Clinton and the outgoing 
Obama administration. But 
Clinton lost and the GOP 

maintained its one-seat ma-
jority in the state Senate. 
So the Republican leaders 
of the new committee will 
focus instead on “expected 
policy changes from the 
Trump administration” and 
how they will affect Col-
orado, one of the nation’s 
top producers of oil, nat-
ural gas and coal. No sur-
prises there.

But there’s still a big un-
answered question about 
the new committee: Which 
side of the Democratic Par-
ty will show up?

On one side, there’s the 
Steyer wing of the party, 
which wants to rid the state 
of fossil fuels, mandate the 
use of much more costly 
renewable sources, and 
give the U.S. Environmen-
tal Protection Agency’s ex-
pansive new powers over 
the state’s energy sector. 
On the other side, you have 
the blue-collar wing that 
supports oil, natural gas 
and coal production, and 
worries about job losses 
from anti-fossil fuel laws 

and EPA regulations.

In 2016, Steyer and na-
tional environmental 
groups made a huge play 
for dominance within the 
Democratic coalition. To-
gether they spent well over 
$100 million, according 
to the Washington Post, in 
a crusade to make the en-
vironment – and especial-
ly climate change – a top 
campaign issue.

But the move backfired. 
It angered organized la-
bor and some trade unions 
openly attacked Steyer’s 
agenda. “His vision of 
leaving oil, natural gas, 
and other fossil fuels in the 
ground kills jobs, drives up 
energy costs, and threatens 
to strangle our economy,” 
the Laborers International 
Union of North America 
warned months before the 
election. But the climate 
push continued, eroding 
Clinton’s support among 
blue-collar voters, espe-
cially in the industrial Mid-
west.

Nationally, the Steyer wing 

of the party refuses to give 
any ground after its humil-
iating defeat. “[I]n terms of 
what we did, and the strat-
egy we took, we wouldn’t 
do anything differently,” 
Steyer told Reuters. And 
the California billionaire 
continues to minimize the 
importance of fossil-fuel 
jobs.

For now at least, Demo-
crats on the new energy 
committee are adopting 
the same post-election 
strategy. They will “stand 
strong,” Senate Minori-
ty Leader Lucia Guzman 
(D-Denver), a member of 
the panel, told The Colo-
rado Statesman. “Colorado 
has been at the forefront on 
moving toward cleaner en-
ergy and we don’t want to 
slide back,” she added.

Guzman is joined on the 
committee by State Sen. 
Matt Jones (D-Louisville), 
who also holds the newly 
created position of Dep-
uty Minority Leader for 
Conservation, Clean En-
ergy and Climate Change. 

According to the Duran-
go Herald, Jones “has led 
many of the anti-fracking 
fights at the Capitol.” He’s 
also been a staunch sup-
porter of EPA regulations 
that crack down on fossil 
fuels, especially coal.

“We have to be very ag-
gressive with these rules,” 
Jones told an EPA field 
hearing in Denver. “EPA, 
stay strong.” Elsewhere, 
Jones has been dismis-
sive of energy and mining 
and their critical role in 
the state’s economy. “We 
need to keep Colorado an 
attractive state and not an 
extractive state,” he said on 
Facebook.

Unfortunately, this kind 
of rhetoric puts Jones and 
Guzman on a collision 
course with reality. True, 
Colorado has a sizable re-
newable energy industry 
and the state has imposed 
some aggressive – and 
controversial – renewable 
energy targets for the fu-
ture. But at the same time, 
89 percent of the energy 

consumed in Colorado still 
comes from oil, natural gas 
and coal, according to 2014 
data from the U.S. Energy 
Information Administra-
tion.

Over time, as renewables 
get cheaper and more re-
liable, this will most like-
ly change. But trying to 
force that transition with 
anti-fossil fuel policies 
will jeopardize thousands 
of jobs in Colorado’s en-
ergy sector and across the 
broader economy.

Blue-collar Democrats get 
it. Steyer Democrats appar-
ently still don’t.

Simon Lomax is a consul-
tant who advises pro-busi-
ness groups and an asso-
ciate energy policy analyst 
with the Independence In-
stitute, a free market think 
tank in Denver.

Please see: http://com-
pletecolorado.com/
pagetwo/2017/01/25/
which-way-will-dems-go-
on-state-senate-energy-
committee/

Which Way Will Colorado Dems Go  
On State Energy Committee

All the Colorado Taxes  
You Cannot See

by Jon Caldera,  
The Independence Institute

Seeing is believing. So, 
it’s no wonder many in 

government prefer to work 
in the dark.

It’s not just that they don’t 
want us to know what 
they’re fully doing. They 
don’t want us to know what 
we’re fully paying. The 
reason for this emotional 
manipulation is clear. If the 
cost of government is hid-
den into the cost of our daily 
lives, we feel like we’re not 
paying as much as we really 
are.

As the state legislative ses-
sion gears up our governor 
will try to get you to feel 
you’re not paying a mas-
sive tax called the Hospital 
Provider Fee. He, in concert 
with everyone who wants to 
increase taxes in every con-
ceivable way except actu-
ally asking voters first, will 
pressure the legislature, via 
the new senate president, to 
embrace this dark money 
ploy.

This is nothing new. Colora-
do is chalk full of schemes 
to turn your tax money dark.

One of the biggest emotion-
al manipulations is employ-
ee withholdings. Why in the 
world is it our employer’s 
job to collect our taxes? 
Imagine how you’d feel 
about your money going 
to government if you had 
to write out a check every 
month along with your oth-
er bills. And you think you 
gripe about your cable bill?

At least your withholdings 
show up on your paystub, 
but of course you nev-
er look at your electronic 
paystub (and you know it). 
Most employees don’t even 
know, no less feel, that half 
of their FICA taxes are paid 
by their employer. Why not 
give everyone a 7.5 percent 
raise and let workers pay 
their own full amount to the 
state? The answer is obvi-
ous.

Doesn’t it feel great when 
you talk to friends on the east 
coast and find they pay so 
much more for their home’s 
property tax? Thank our 
“Gallagher” law for giving 
you the illusion you pay 
less. It shifts the property 
tax burden from your home 
to commercial properties, 
which pay about three and 
a half times more. But busi-
nesses don’t pay taxes. Peo-
ple pay taxes. Businesses 
raise the price of their goods 
and services to cover their 
tax expenses, like any oth-
er expense. So, when King 
Soopers pays three and a 
half times the property tax 
you do, they just raise the 
prices of the food we buy. 
This is evil genius! You vote 
to raise your home’s mil 
levy “for the children,” not 
connecting that you’re rais-
ing your food prices (along 
with everything else).

If you spend the night in a 
Colorado hospital you’re 
paying a hidden bed tax 
which goes to Colora-
do’s Medicaid system. By 
state law, hospitals aren’t 
allowed to break out this 

charge on your bill.

Think about that a second. 
The state is using the force 
of law to keep you from 
knowing what you are being 
taxed. So, your anger goes 
to the hospital.

Interesting that every other 
state calls this ploy a “Hos-
pital Provider Tax” or a 
“Bed Tax.” Colorado is the 
only state to call it a “fee.” 
This leads us to the greatest 
dark money scam of all.

Our Taxpayer’s Bill of 
Rights requires that we get 
to vote on raising taxes or 
debt. But our state Supreme 
Court, which seems to have 
a jihad against TABOR, 
ruled all government has 
to do is label a tax a “fee” 
and it doesn’t have to go to 
a public vote. It can go dark 
when the politicians wish.

So now over half, over half, 
the money we Coloradans 
pay to the state is dark mon-
ey which falls outside the 
bounds of TABOR. Con-
veniently, this means they 
don’t have to ask us when 
they create a new “fee,” nor 
ask us to keep excess reve-
nue when it goes over TA-
BOR limits.

That’s exactly what the 
governor hopes happens to 
this Hospital Provider Fee, 
some $800 million a year 
and growing. He wants the 
legislature to turn it dark, 
away from we voters and 
away from our prying eyes.

Please see: www.i2i.org/all-
the-taxes-you-cannot-see/

Press Release  
by the Colorado House 
Republicans

DENVER, Colorado

Democrats on the House 
State, Veterans, and 

Military Affairs Commit-
tee, killed, on a party-line 
vote, a Republican-led ef-
fort to protect Colorado cit-
izens’ right to free exercise 
of religion. The bill, House 
Bill 1013, sponsored by 
Representatives Steve 
Humphrey (R-Eaton) and 
Dave Williams (R-Colo-
rado Springs) is similar to 
the 21 other state laws that 
protect religious freedom.

“Religious freedom is the 

primary right of all Amer-
icans, and it is unfortunate 
that here in Colorado there 
is no protection for the 
free exercise of religion as 
guaranteed by the Bill of 
Rights,” said Humphrey. 
“Business will continue to 
thrive, as they do in Indiana 
and the majority of states 
that have strong legal pro-
tections against religious 
discrimination – we need 
to get the balance right for 
our citizen’s here in Colo-
rado!”

Representative Williams 
added:

It’s troubling that Dem-
ocrats are willing to vi-
olate the sincerely held 

beliefs of an individual. 
Millions Coloradans agree 
that they should be free to 
practice their faith without 
the threat of reprisal from 
government or political 
extremists whose ideology 
denies our fundamental 
First Amendment rights.

During the committee 
hearing, two Democrats, 
who were NOT members 
of the committee, were giv-
en unprecedented permis-
sion to question witnesses. 
Those additional members 
brought the total number of 
Democrats to eight, com-
pared to only three Repub-
licans on the committee for 
debate.

Colorado Dems Kill Bill  
Protecting Religious Freedom

God gave us free will and has infinitely 
demonstrated that he has not, does not, 
and will not interfere with that right 
no matter how poorly we use it. The left 
would strip you of all rights because 

they “know” better than you what is “best” for you. It’s 
abundantly clear who has your best interests at heart, yet 
we ignore God and follow the mindless, “good little pet” 
dribbling’s of the left. Technology has created such decision 
overload that we mindlessly follow the lies of the mass 
leftist media like cattle being led to the slaughter. When in 
fact the source of our rights is also the only answer in our 
best interests; return unto God that right of free will and 
ask him to direct our decisions.

Sponsored by Critical Path Metalworks, Westcliffe, Colorado
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Important 
Dates  

in Fremont
School Board 

Meetings:
Cañon City

Fremont RE-1  
2nd and 4th Mon 

5:30 p.m.  
101 N. 14th St , Cañon 

City  

Florence-Penrose
Fremont RE-2 

2nd Mon. at 7 p.m.
403 W. 5th St.  Florence

Cañon City  
City Council   

1st and 3rd  
Mondays at 6 p.m.  

City Hall  
128 Main St.   
Cañon City

 County  
Commissioners  

2nd and 4th Tues.  
9:30 a.m.  

615 Macon, Rm. 105 
Cañon City

 Royal Gorge  
Tea Party   

2nd Thursday  
6:30 p.m.  

Core Knowledge 
School Gymnasium, 

890 Fields Ave.
Cañon City

www.royalgorgetea-
party.com

Fremont  
Republican  

Central  
Committee 

4th Tuesday,  6:30 p.m.  
603 Main Street

Southern  
Colorado  
Survivors     

1st Sat at 10 a.m.      
El Alazan  

Mexican Restaurant    
1925 Fremont Dr.   

Cañon City

Please let us know 
about an upcoming 

event or meeting you 
would like to see 
printed here, or  

covered in an  
upcoming issue. 

sdc.sentinel 
@gmail.com

•	 COG lunch is served at noon every Tuesday, 
Thursday and Friday at 100 Railroad St. in Flor-
ence. Call 784-6493 before 9:30 a.m. for reserva-
tion. Meals cost $2 for 60 and older and $6.50 for 
59 and younger.

•	 Free lunch is served from noon-1 p.m. Tuesdays 
at Mercy Today Ministries in the back of the First 
Christian Church at 320 N. 16th St. in Cañon 
City. For more information, call 276-9242.

•	 Lunches are served at noon Tuesdays and 
Thursdays at the Penrose Center at 405 Broad-
way in Penrose. Everyone is welcome. Meals are 
$3 per person. Please call 372-3872 for reser-
vations. Thrift Store is open from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 
Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays.

•	 Friends of the Penrose Community Library hosts 
its weekly used book sales from 10 a.m.-1 p.m. 
every Wednesday in the shed behind the library at 
35 Seventh Ave. in Penrose.

Feb. 4, Wellspring Church will host a breakfast fundraiser 
from 7-10 a.m. in Chili’s at 106 Latigo Lane in Cañon City. 
Breakfast is $7 per adult, $5 per child under 12. Get your 
tickets today. Seating is limited and are available by calling 
429-0350 or Kelly at 429-7778.
Feb. 4, The Friends of the Royal Gorge Regional Museum 
and Local History Center will host a panel program on “Col-
orado Penitentiary Remembrances” at 1 p.m. at 612 Royal 
Gorge Blvd. with moderator Ed Norden. Randy Froshee, Eli 
Atcheson, Bud Gentry and Jody Tinsley Jacobshagen. 
Feb. 11, The Cañon City Music & Blossom Festival will 
host its 15th annual Chocolate Lovers Walk from 11 a.m.-4 
p.m., starting at 1101 Main St. behind Ann’s Serenity Day 
Spa. Tickets can be purchased at the Chamber of Commerce 
at 403 Royal Gorge Blvd. or at 275-2331; Ann’s Serenity Day 
Spa at 1101 Main St. or by calling 269-9994.
Feb. 11. Cañon Rose Acoustic Society will feature Phil 
Volan and Jolene Bell in concert at 7 p.m. at the Fourmile 
Community Building at the corner of Steinmeier and E. Main 
St.
Feb. 13, Pamper Your Heart will be featured from 4:30-7 
p.m. at Evangelical Free Church. Sponsored by St. Thomas 
More Hospital, join them for a free heart healthy dinner, pre-
sentations by health experts, a variety of heart health screen-
ings, education and resources. Register online at stmhospital.
org/calendar or call 285-2179.

Events 
February 3rd-13th

by Barbara Penezic

If the DA’s Office had 
hoped for a honeymoon 

period from Fremont Coun-
ty Board of Commissioners, 
resolution No. 7 just closed 
and locked the door on that 
happy thought.  There will 
not be a 20 percent budget 
increase and sharing funds 
belonging to the Sheriff’s 
Office is undetermined.

Several issues were noted 
by the District Attorney 
in support of the 20 per-
cent budget increase. The 
increase in felony cases 
particularly in Fremont 
County are said to be more 
complex than in past years. 
The loss of revenues that 
will occur when the State-
wide Discovery Sharing 
System becomes function-
al is expected to be in the 
neighborhood of $100,000. 
The funding of the DA’s 
Office over the past decade 
has not kept pace with ris-
ing costs, including health 
care.

The funding issues pointed 
out by the DA’s Office are 
the same issues that plague 
every county department, 
office and agency. The 
county is still in recovery 
from the recession years 
and the hardships created 
during that period. We are 
reminded that frustrations 

were necessarily dealt with. 
Office hours were cut back 
to save on operating costs. 
County retirement contri-
butions were eliminated; 
the Board now must bal-
ance the needs of all coun-
ty-funded services in the ef-
fort to restore and increase 
the level of service offered 
to the taxpayers of Fremont 
County.

The surge in felony case 
filings can be attributed to 
‘drug cases’. The DA fur-
ther indicated the increase 
in case filings can be at-
tributed, in part, to the hir-
ing of additional deputies 
by the Fremont County 
Sheriff’s Office. Sheriff 
Beicker, however, states 
that new personnel are still 
in training and have sent 
no cases to the DA. The 
DA is not happy with the 
increased budget for the 
Fremont County Sheriff’s 
Office. This increase is a 
result of a one percent sales 
tax, passed by the taxpayers 
and limited to 10 years. The 
funds are to be used for new 
equipment and much need-
ed capital improvements to 
the county jail. The board 
has not been convinced that 
these expenditures have 
impacted the District Attor-
ney’s budget.

The Fremont County Sher-
iff’s Office has indicated a 

willingness to meet with 
the DA and discuss the 
possibility of sharing funds 
between the two offices in 
order to meet current bud-
getary needs, however, the 
DA did not express a desire 
to move in that direction.

District Attorney Molly 
Chilson has not been shy 
in expressing her displea-
sure. She pointed out that 
Fremont County was the 
only hold-out in the 11th 
Judicial District. Chilson 
has threatened to take the 
matter to the courts and 
stated that she will proceed 
as if the increase had been 
approved.

The Board expresses ad-
miration and respect for 
the dedicated attorneys and 
staff that work in the DA’s 
Office, adding that we all 
owe them a debt of grat-
itude. However, the final 
conclusion by the Board 
found that a 10 percent in-
crease is reasonable and 
necessary, but a 20 percent 
increase is not.

(Reporter:This budgetary 
shortfall may lead to more 
pleas and less justice; Lady 
Justice may be blind but 
she still requires funding 
if Justice for All is to be 
maintained.)

Be Informed…Get  
Involved

Fremont BOCC Says ‘NO’  
to 20% DA Budget Increase

Press Release

February 11th, 2017, The 15th 
Annual Chocolate/Art Walk, 

begins at 11 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

This year the Cañon City Music 
& Blossom Festival will be hold-
ing their 15th Annual Chocolate 
Walk and will be joining with 
local artists in the area who will 
be designing unique chairs.  The 
chairs, called ‘Chair-ity Chairs”, 
will be located in several partici-
pating downtown stores to be vot-
ed on during the Chocolate Walk.  
On the first Friday in March, 

chairs will be auctioned off at 715 
Main Street and the proceeds will 
be divided between CASA and 
the Blossom committee. 

Tickets can be bought for $20 
which will include a Chocolate 
Bar, a colored bag designed by 
our local elementary school chil-
dren. (Thank you to the Sutton’s 
who are teachers at Florence 
and Cañon City.) Over $30, in 
increments of $20 to $50 can be 
found in any chocolate bar. These 
‘Blossom Bucks’ can be used as 
cash at any participating down-
town store.   Dave and Lynda 

Lambert, Cañon Signature Mort-
gage, provided the chocolate bars 
from The Chocolate Therapist, in 
Littleton, Colorado. 

So far, we have 45 merchants 
sign up and only 350 tickets will 
be sold. You can buy your tickets 
now at the following locations: 
Chamber of Commerce, Vintage 
Revival, Pedal Pusher Flowers 
and Altered Antiques.  Every year 
we sell out.  Starting point will 
be 1101 Main Street.  If anyone 
would like to decorate a chair,  
please call Kathleen at (719) 
429.5344.

15th Annual Chocolate/Art Walk:  
February 11th, 11 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

Photos from 2016 
Chocolate Walk
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The Liberty Tree

Religion, The Constitution & Culture
State, National, & World

“All That Is Necessary for the Triumph of Evil Is That Good Men Do Nothing”
 Edmund Burke

The mainstream news 
media must be re-

formed otherwise our na-
tion is in great peril. The 
media, using half-truths, 
“if-then” scenarios, and 
alarmist statements of 
fear mongering criticizes 
every move that President 
Trump makes. If only, we 
as Christian Americans 
would stand in solidarity 
on behalf of restoring the 
truth and stop reading, 
listening to, or watching 
the mainstream media, 
perhaps the drop in rat-
ings and revenue would 
result in change. We also 
must call out the lies and 
interpretations of the 
news based on a Marxist 
world-view. Remember a 
little bit of truth makes a 
better lie. Many like the 
idea of turning off the 
media, but they, wishing 
to be informed, ask how 
they could do this and 
still be responsible citi-
zens.

This comes down to two 
basic concepts: 1) no lon-
ger patronize the news 
media, and 2) discern-
ing the truth. People ask 
how I do this. First and 
foremost, I pray and ask 
guidance from the Holy 
Spirit. I stopped watch-
ing the news about 10 
years ago. I get my news 
through sources and by 
visiting a very small 
handful of websites, 
starting with The Drudge 
Report. Drudge is a news 
aggregator. It has the sto-
ries from all the major 
and many minor news 
outlets. It writes its own 
news very little. On this 
site, one can compare 
what the various news 
outlets are writing about 
a certain topic. When 
reading the stories, I also 
look for clues to go to 
the original source—If a 
speech is quoted, for ex-
ample, I find the text. If a 
source is quoted, I go to 
that person’s or organi-
zation’s website and read 
all of what was said in its 
context.

There are assumptions 
that I make. If the story is 
written by a mainstream 

media outlet, I assume 
that it is lying and that 
there is an opposite point 
of view. Then I look to 
find what others have 
written or find the actual 
source of the story. It’s 
easier than you think. If 
something is reported that 
is outlandish, it’s proba-
bly not true. I avoid sites 
like Snopes because they 
are funded by George 
Soros or other leftists 
and only perpetrate lies. 
One has to be careful 
not to fall into “group 
think”—that is what you 
see when all the reporters 
are using the same words 
to describe something, as 
if they are using talking 
points. Judge every sto-
ry as to what the angle 
is and try to boil it down 
to one fundamental state-
ment.

For example, President 
Trump is ending the im-
migration policy of the 
previous administration, 
including federal funding 
to sanctuary cities that 
harbor illegal aliens. The 
news media, however, re-
ports that he is jack-boot-
ing immigration and stirs 
fear that families will be 
deported. These people, 
however, are here ille-
gally. Laws are on the 
books to protect citizens. 
Illegals chose to break 
the law. This is part of 
boiling down the news 
to a fundamental state-
ment. It is just an exam-
ple. Discernment and 
truth are important and 
we need to know how to 
detect them before media 
reform can occur. Jesus 
said in Matthew 24:4, 
“Take heed that no man 
deceive you.” It is your 
responsibility to judge 
properly and not be de-
ceived. You can do a lit-
tle journalistic work and 
be well informed each 
day in the same time you 
would normally watch 
the news. Have a Blessed 
and Powerful Day!
Bill Wilson
www.dailyjot.com
Reprinted with  
permission.

The Daily Jot 
Daily reporting and analysis of current events 

from a biblical and prophetic perspective. 
NOTE: When writing about God and Jesus,  

The Daily Jot means YHVH as God and  
Yeshua Ha Mashiach as Jesus--the actual original 
names and the true nature and character of them.   

Media Reform and 
Discerning the Truth

15th Annual Chocolate/Art Walk:  
February 11th, 11 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

by Mark Browne,  
CNSNews.com

–MEXICO CITY, Mexico

Most of the billions of 
dollars in cash sent 

to Mexico by Mexicans 
living in the U.S. is trans-
ferred by “undocumented” 
workers, and the total was 
expected to top $26 billion 
in 2016, according to re-
search by the Washington 
institute Inter-American 
Dialogue.

Mexico is the fourth larg-
est recipient of all cash 
transfers – known as re-
mittances – worldwide, 
according to the Congres-
sional Research Service.

A survey by Inter-Amer-
ican Dialogue of remit-
tances to Mexico found 
that a majority, 67 percent 
in 2013, were sent by “un-
documented” individuals 
living in the U.S.

Of all of the remittances 
sent to 11 countries in Lat-
in America from the U.S. 
in 2015, Mexico received 
the largest share by far at 
36 percent – four times 
more than the closest com-
petitor, Guatemala, at nine 
percent, the survey found.

“Remittances to Latin 
America and the Caribbe-
an (LAC), which exceeded 
US$70 billion dollars in 
2015, are playing a key role 
in the region’s economic 
development,” according 
to the institute’s 2016 “Re-
mittances scorecard.”

The majority of remittanc-
es to Mexico, 88.2 percent, 
are sent using the services 
of companies like Money-
Gram and Western Union, 
the institute found.

It said the cash transfer in-
dustry has “expanded dra-

matically,” and now helps 
migrants in the U.S. pay 
their bills in Latin America.

But while services have 
expanded, the cost of 
sending money to Latin 
America and the Caribbe-
an has dropped to below 
five percent of the transfer 
amount.

Ira Mehlman, media di-
rector for the Federation 
for American Immigra-
tion Reform, says the cash 
transfers reveal a “hidden 
cost of illegal immigration 
because you have millions 
of dollars being taken out 
of local communities.”

“Remittances being sent 
out of the country repre-
sent a substantial econom-
ic impact on local commu-
nities because that money 
is not circulating in those 
communities,” Mehlman 
told CNSNews.com.

“On top of that, a lot of 

the people generating this 
money are working off 
the books and there are no 
payroll taxes being taken,” 
he added.

In remarks published in the 
Inter-American Dialogue’s 
“Remittance Industry Ob-
servatory” newsletter last 
November, Manuel Oroz-
co, a member of the insti-
tute’s Financial Services 
Advisor board, said that 
“at least” $130 billion is 
transferred out of the U.S. 

each year by more than 35 
million migrants.

Data gathered by the 

Mexican government and 
BBVA Research shows that 
in 2015, nearly one-third 
(29.6 percent) of all of the 
remittances sent from the 
U.S. to Mexico originated 
in California. Just over 14 
percent was sent from Tex-
as, and 5.1 percent from 
Illinois.

In 2015, remittances sent 
to Mexico totaled 2.3 per-
cent of the country’s GDP, 
the data showed.

Forbes has reported that 
the money sent from the 
U.S. to Mexico by mi-
grants “replaced oil reve-
nues as Mexico’s number 
one source of foreign in-
come” in late 2015.

Some 90 percent of all re-
mittances sent worldwide 
are in cash, rather than by 

electronic or bank transfer, 
according to Alix Murphy, 
director of mobile part-
nerships at the remittanc-
es company WorldRemit, 
which operates in 47 states 
of the U.S.

She said the market for 
money transfer services in 
the U.S. was “very diversi-
fied”.

“We’re talking hundreds 
of companies that are reg-
ulated by the states.”

Individuals using the cash 
transfer services are re-
quired to show identifica-
tion, but not immigration 

status, Murphy said.

Foreign-issued IDs, how-
ever, can be used, accord-
ing to a 2016 analysis by 
the Congressional Re-
search Service.

The Remittance Status 
Verification Act, intro-
duced by then-Senator Da-
vid Vitter (R-LA) in 2014 
but never passed into law, 
would have fined send-
ers of international cash 
transfers seven percent of 
the transfer amount if they 
could not show “proof of 
status under U.S. immigra-
tion laws.”

If enacted, such a law 
could slow the flow of 
remittances considerably, 
according to David Lands-
man, executive director of 
the National Money Trans-
mitters Association.

In remarks published in 
the “Remittance Industry 
Observatory” newsletter 
last November, Landsman 
said that “[f]orcing re-
mittance companies to be 
immigration enforcement 
agents would make remit-
tance volumes plummet in 
the best of times.”

“Their transactions would 
then go through more in-
formal methods, and be-
come completely opaque 
to law enforcement.”

Please see: http://www.
cnsnews.com/news/
article/mark-browne/sur-
vey-shows-most-billions-
mexico-bound-cash-remit-
tances-each-year-are-sent

Illegals Send BILLIONS  
Out of the U.S.A.

“In 2015 ....one-third (29.6 percent)  
of all of the remittances sent  

from the U.S. to Mexico  
originated in California”

“Remittances.... [which] exceeded  
$70 billion U.S.dollars in 2015, are 
playing a key role in the region’s  

economic development....”

“....$130 billion is transferred out  
of the U.S. each year by  

more than 35 million migrants.”

You also be patient. Establish your hearts,
for the coming of the Lord is at hand.

James 5:8  NKJV
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by Michael Hamilton,  
The Heartland Institute

President Donald Trump 
and Congress should 

seriously consider adopting 
the “Obamacare Replace-
ment Act,” the latest and 
possibly best Republican 
proposal aimed at repealing 
and replacing the Afford-
able Care Act (ACA). The 
plan would lower the cost 
of insurance by eliminat-
ing various mandates and 
increasing patients’ health 
care buying power by ex-
panding the use of health 
savings accounts (HSAs).

Senator Rand Paul (R-KY) 
tweeted a photograph of the 
first page of the draft bill 
on Saturday, January 14th, 
with the caption, “Coming 
this week: THE Obamacare 
replacement bill. 

Although Paul has yet to 
introduce his plan as legis-
lation in the new Congress, 
he revealed its central com-
ponents this week on var-
ious television networks, 
reiterating guideposts he 
sketched in an op-ed for the 
news and commentary site 
‘Rare’ on January 2nd. Paul 
wrote:

“What should we replace 
Obamacare with? Perhaps 
we should try freedom:
1. The freedom to choose 
inexpensive insurance free 
of government dictates.
2. The freedom to save un-
limited amounts in a health 
savings account.
3. The freedom to buy in-
surance across state lines.
4. The freedom for all indi-
viduals to join together in 
voluntary associations to 

gain the leverage of being 
part of a large insurance 
pool.”

These points boil down to 
putting patients, instead 
of government and indus-
try cronies, at the center 
of our health care system. 
Paul’s freedom strategy 
would increase the influ-
ence consumers have over 
the products insurers price 
and sell. It would open up 
insurance-buying opportu-
nities for consumers other 
than the binary “employ-
er-sponsored” and “individ-
ual” markets. And it would 
make consumers instead of 
their employers the target 
audience of insurance prod-
ucts, and help people pay 
for their health care and in-
surance, too.

The key to insuring a great-

er number of people than 
are insured under ACA is 
insurance, “which means 
“getting rid of Obamacare 
mandates on what you can 
buy,” Paul told Jake Tap-
per on State of the Union 
on January 15th. As a rule, 
ACA fines people who have 
not purchased an insurance 
plan compliant with the 
law’s 10 mandates for mini-
mum essential coverage.

Each ACA-compliant plan 
must cover outpatient care, 
emergency room services, 
hospitalization, pregnancy 
and newborn care, mental 
health and substance abuse 
treatment, prescription 
drugs, post-injury rehab, 
labs, preventative care, and 

Rand Paul’s ‘Obamacare Replacement  Act’  
Deserves Trump’s Attention

by Jonah Bennett,  
Daily Caller News  
Foundation

Former President Barack 
Obama left a legacy 

of radical social change in 
the military, but aside from 
major shifts like allowing 
women in all combat roles 
and repealing the ban on 
open transgender service, 
many cases of rampant 
political correctness have 
been memory-holed.

Here are just seven egre-
gious examples of social 
justice that creeped into the 
armed forces over the last 
eight years.
1. Handbook tells soldiers 
not to criticize pedophilia 
A proposed U.S. Army 
handbook from 2012 or-
dered soldiers not to make 
any nasty comments about 
the Taliban or criticize the 
common practice of pedo-
philia in Afghanistan. The 
handbook also suggested 
that the West’s failure to 
grasp culture in Afghani-
stan was partially responsi-
ble for the spate of insider 
attacks. In 2012 alone, in-
sider attacks accounted for 
63 deaths of members of the 
U.S. coalition.
According to a draft of the 
document leaked to The 
Wall Street Journal, the 
document urges troops to 
stop “advocating women’s 
rights,” or bring up “any 
criticism of pedophilia,” or 
“anything related to Islam.”
Commands to ignore pedo-
philia in Afghanistan have by 
no means been limited to the 
2012 draft handbook. Rather, 
The New York Times reported 
in 2015 that troops have been 
told repeatedly to ignore cas-
es of pedophilia and extreme 
sexual assault — even on 
U.S. military bases.

2.  The Bible disrespects 
diversity
In December 2014, the 
Army punished Chaplain 
Joseph Lawhorn for list-
ing Bible verses as an op-
tional resource in a suicide 
prevention training class. 
While his training was very 
well-received, one soldier 
complained and contacted 
an outside organization to 
put pressure on the military. 
Army Col. David Fivecoat, 
Lawhorn’s superior, con-
demned him for supposed-
ly violating Army policy. 
Fivecoat told him he was to 
stop mentioning the Bible 
because it disrespects diver-
sity.
3. An Air Force base 
banned the greeting, 
“Have a blessed day” 
The Robins Air Force Base 
in Georgia banned the greet-
ing “Have a blessed day” in 
March 2015 after a non-re-
ligious, anonymous airman 
bitterly complained that the 
greeting made him feel as 
though he was supposed to 
believe that a higher power 
affected the course of his 
day. Just over 10 other air-
men joined in his objection 
to the greeting.
The old greeting was re-
placed with a new phrase 
of, “Have a nice day.” But 
after attention was raised to 
the issue, the backlash on 
social media was so swift 
and severe that Air Force 
officials outside the base 
stepped in and reversed 
course, allowing the origi-
nal greeting to stand.
4. Army ROTC cadets 
pressured to walk around 
in bright red heels for so-
cial justice
In April 2015, Army ROTC 
cadets at Arizona State 
University said they were 
pressured by leadership to 

walk around in bright red 
high heels as part of the 
university’s “Walk A Mile 
In Her Shoes” event. The 
event was intended to raise 
awareness about sexual vi-
olence faced by women. 
While event participation 
was officially listed as vol-
untary, cadets said if they 
dodged attendance, they’d 
face repercussions. The 
Army’s own website about 
the event in 2014 confirmed 
that there was a push to get 
as many participants as pos-
sible.
“Walk a Mile [in Her Shoes] 
is open to everyone,” said 
Army Sgt. 1st Class Are-
tha Garrett. “We are trying 
to get maximum participa-
tion and even if they can’t 
be there, we still encourage 
them to make a donation.”
5. DoD-approved training 
listed the Declaration of 
Independence as a doc-
ument that perpetuates 
sexism 

Again in April 2015, The 
Daily Caller broke the sto-
ry that a Department of 
Defense-approved training 
course referred to the U.S. 
Constitution, the Declara-
tion of Independence and 
the Bible as “historical in-
fluences that allow sexism 
to continue.” This presen-
tation was created by the 
Defense Equal Opportunity 
Management Institute. The 
training states the Bible is 
full of quotes that could be 
interpreted as sexist. And 
of course, the Declaration 
of Independence only men-
tions “men,” and does not 
include the word “women.”

6. Navy domestic violence 
training said traditional 
gender roles are an exam-
ple of male privilege

The Daily Caller News 

Foundation exclusively re-
ported in November 2016 
that a training lesson on do-
mestic violence in the Navy 
stated that abusers use male 
privilege by “insisting on 
traditional gender roles.”

“I was considering joining 
the Navy, to get away from 
all this sjw [social justice 
warrior] crap in college and 
to serve my country, but 
this makes me have second 
thoughts. Is it that bad or 
is this just a one-off kin-
da thing?” one Reddit user 
asked in response to the 
training.

7. Navy tried to fire a chap-
lain for Biblical teaching 
on sexuality

Navy Chaplain Wes Mod-
der, who retired in 2016, 
declared in an interview 
as he was leaving that the 
military has become openly 
hostile to Christianity, and 
his own experience bears 
witness to this fact.

“If you’re a Christian and 
you come into the military 
today, it’s going to be diffi-
cult for you,” Modder said.

The Navy tried to fire Mod-
der after a gay activist of-
ficer tried to bait him into 
answering controversial 
questions on homosexuality 
and same-sex marriage. Af-
ter answering from a Bib-
lical perspective, the Navy 
removed Modder from 
duties. It was only when 
Modder contacted the legal 
defense group, First Liber-
ty, that he was able to retire 
without trouble.

Read more: http://daily-
caller.com/ 2017/01/23/
the-7-most-egregious- 
acts-of-social-justice- 
in-obamas-military/#ixzz4W-
gzxUDCo

The Seven Most Egregious Acts of 
 ‘Social Justice’ in Obama’s Military

RAND PAUL 
see page 23

by Terence P. Jeffrey, 
CNSNews.com

Barack Obama was 
the first President of 

the United States to spend 
more on “means-tested 
entitlements”—AKA wel-
fare—than on national 
defense, according to data 
published by his own Of-
fice of Management and 
Budget (OMB).

Historical tables that 
the OMB posted on the 
Obama White House 
website, include annu-
al totals for both “na-
tional defense” spend-
ing and “means-tested 
entitlement” spending 
going back to fiscal 
1962--which is three 
years before President 
Lyndon Johnson signed 
legislation creating the 
Medicaid program, a 
means-tested entitlement 
that together with the 
Children’s Health Insur-
ance Program enrolled 
74,407,191 beneficiaries 
as of November 2016.

In every year, from fis-
cal 1962 through fiscal 
2014, total national de-
fense spending exceeded 
means-tested entitlement 
spending.

In fiscal year 1962, for 
example, the federal gov-
ernment spent more than 
twelve times as much 
money on national defense 
($52,345,000,000) as it did 
on means-test entitlements 
($4,300,000,000).

However, national de-
fense spending peak-
ed in 2011, when it hit 
$705,554,000,000. By 
contrast, means-tested 
entitlement spending has 
increased each year since 
2012.

Finally, in fiscal 2015, 
it exceeded national de-
fense spending for the 
first time.

In fiscal 2014, accord-
ing to OMB Historical 
Table 3.2, “total national 
defense” spending was 
$603,457,000,000. That 
same year, according to 
OMB Historical Table 
8.1, “means-tested enti-
tlement” spending was 
$601,700,000,000.

But in fiscal 2015, to-
tal national defense 
spending declined to 
$589,965,000,000 while 
means-tested entitlement 
spending climbed to 
$666,900,000,000. Thus, 
fiscal 2015 became the 
first year that means-test-
ed entitlement spend-
ing—welfare spend-
ing--exceeded national 
defense spending.

The fiscal 2016 num-

bers published in the 
OMB’s Historical Ta-
bles are estimates, but 
they show means-tested 
entitlements exceeding 
national defense spend-
ing $709,600,000,000 to 
$604,452,000,000.

The federal government 
accounts for “national 
defense” spending as 
budget function category 
050. As summarized by 
the House Budget Com-
mittee, it includes “the 
military activities of the 
Department of Defense 
(DoD), the nuclear-weap-
ons related activities of 
the Department of En-
ergy (DoE) and the Na-
tional Nuclear Security 
Administration.” It also 
includes “the national 
security activities of sev-
eral other agencies such 
as the Selective Service 
Agency, and portions of 
the activities of the Coast 
Guard and the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation.” 
It further includes “the 
pay and benefits of ac-
tive, Guard, and reserve 
military personnel” and 
the “health care for mil-
itary personnel and de-
pendents.”

The introduction to the 
OMB’s Historical Ta-
bles defines and lists the 
means-tested entitle-
ments included in Table 
8.1. “These programs 
include entitlement pro-
grams that limit benefits 
or payments based on 
beneficiary income and/
or assets,” it says. “Also 
included are payments 
from refundable tax cred-
its that are phased out at 
certain income (gener-
ally, Adjusted Gross In-
come) levels.”

Among the 26 means-test-
ed entitlement programs 
listed by the OMB are: 
food stamps, Medicaid, 
Temporary Assistance 
for Needy Families, the 
Supplemental Security 
Income program, refund-
able Earned Income Tax 
Credits. It also includes 
“Veterans’ Pensions ben-
efits.” This program is 
not counted as a part of 
category 050 national de-
fense spending but cate-
gory 700 veterans spend-
ing. “The Department of 
Veterans Affairs (VA) 
administers pension pro-
grams for certain low-in-
come veterans and their 
surviving spouses and 
dependent children,”  the 
Congressional Research 
Service explains.

Please see: http://www.
cnsnews.com/news/ar-
ticle/terence-p-jeffrey/
obama-was-first-presi-
dent-spend-more-wel-
fare-defense

Obama First President to 
Spend More on Welfare 

Than Defense
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by LiveAction.Org
Washington, D.C.
—January 24, 2017

Today, Live Action re-
leased a new investi-

gative video debunking 
Planned Parenthood’s 
claim that it provides crit-
ical prenatal care to preg-
nant women. The abortion 
giant has insisted that pre-
natal care is one of its core 
services that women will 
lose if its taxpayer fund-
ing is cut off. But Live Ac-
tion’s investigation proves 
those services are virtually 
nonexistent at the abortion 
chain.

“The Prenatal Care De-
ception” is the fi rst in Live 
Action’s “Abortion Cor-
poration” series of investi-
gative videos highlighting 
Planned Parenthood’s own 
employees saying its fo-
cus is providing abortions, 
not women’s health care. 
Live Action is releasing 
the investigative series as 
Congress plans to redirect 
Medicaid dollars away from 
Planned Parenthood to local 
health clinics and also vote 
on the No Taxpayer Funding 
for Abortion Act.
“The Prenatal Care Decep-
tion” video: https://youtu.be/ 
ekgiScr364Y

Although Planned Par-
enthood President Cecile 
Richards told the media in 
2011 that “Prenatal care – 
these are the kinds of ser-
vices that folks depend on 
Planned Parenthood for,” 
Live Action investigators 
searching for such services 
at Planned Parenthood 
were turned away by 92 of 
the 97 centers they contact-
ed. They received respons-
es like:

“Planned Parenthood offers 
abortions, so they don’t of-
fer prenatal care.”
– Tempe, AZ, 
Planned Parenthood

“No, we don’t do prenatal 
services. I mean, it’s called 
Planned Parenthood, I 
know it’s kind of deceiving.”
– Merrillville, IN, 
Planned Parenthood

“No, see, we don’t see 
pregnant women as a way 
of giving prenatal care, we 
see pregnant women, um, 
you know, if they are con-
sidering other options.”
– Santa Fe, NM, 
Planned Parenthood

“Planned Parenthood says 
it’s a champion of women’s 
health care, yet prenatal 
care, which is an essential 
service for expectant moth-

ers, is virtually nonexis-
tent,” said Lila Rose, pres-
ident and founder of Live 
Action. “Our investigators 
who wanted to keep their 
babies were turned away 
by 92 out of 97 Planned 
Parenthood centers. It’s 
clear that despite its claims, 
abortion is the priority and 
the only option for pregnant 
women that visit Planned 
Parenthood.”

Live Action is investing 
$500,000 in a digital ad 
campaign to push the vid-
eo series out to millions of 
Americans. Future videos 
will further expose Planned 
Parenthood’s lack of health 
care services and include 
the testimonies of former 
Planned Parenthood man-
agers.

“The upcoming ‘Abortion 
Corporation’ investigative 
videos, combined with our 
recent video that debunked 
Planned Parenthood’s claim 
that only three percent of its 
services are abortions, are a 
powerful argument to de-
fund Planned Parenthood 
of its half a billion dollars 
in taxpayer funding,” said 
Rose.

Live Action’s previously 
released “3 percent” video 
uses Planned Parenthood’s 

own numbers to prove it 
doesn’t perform a single 
mammogram, and it per-
forms less than two per-
cent of all women’s cancer 
screenings in the United 
States, yet it commits over 
30 percent of America’s 
abortions: 887 abortions 
a day and over 320,000 
abortions last year alone. 

Planned Parenthood is so 
focused on abortion that it 
aborts 160 children for ev-
ery one child it refers out 
for adoption.

A challenge from Lila Rose
“I anticipate Planned Par-
enthood will respond as it 
usually does by denying 
the overwhelming fi ndings 
of this investigation,” said 
Rose. “That’s why I en-
courage media outlets to 
contact any of the 97 cen-
ters that Live Action did 
– or any others – and ask 
them if they offer prena-
tal care, how long they’ve 
been doing so, and then ask 
for proof. The media will 

fi nd results similar to ours: 
Planned Parenthood’s pre-
natal care claim is bogus.

“We know from past expe-
rience that Planned Par-
enthood is untrustworthy 
and lies repeatedly to the 
public, as it did during 
Live Action’s 2011 child 
sex traffi cking exposé. Last 

week, Live Action released 
public records that show 
Planned Parenthood failed 
to report child sex traffi ck-
ers to local authorities as 
it had claimed. Planned 
Parenthood also lied about 
retraining thousands of its 
staff to identify and report 
sex traffi ckers. Instead, a 
former manager says the 
sessions were used to train 
staff how to identify under-
cover journalists. You can 
read the article and see 
the evidence here.” (http://
www.washingtontimes.
com/news/2017/jan/17/
planned-parenthood-failed-
take-sex-traffi cking-ser/)

About Lila Rose and 

Live Action
Lila Rose is the president 
and founder of Live Action. 
Over the last decade, she 
has been responsible for 
undercover investigations 
that exposed Planned Par-
enthood and the abortion 
industry providing sex-se-
lective abortions, cover-
ing up the sexual abuse of 
minors and child sex traf-
fi cking, accepting racially 
motivated donations, dis-
seminating medical misin-
formation, and participating 
in other abuses of women 
and children. Live Action 
has one of the largest grass-
roots bases in the pro-life 
movement and reaches 15-
25 million people online 
every month.
Live Action Facebook: 
facebook.com/liveaction
Live Action Twitter: 
@LiveAction
Live Action Instagram: 
@LiveActionOrg
Lila Rose Facebook: 
facebook.com/lilagracerose
Lila Rose Twitter: 
@LilaGraceRose
Lila Rose Instagram:
 @LilaRoseOffi cial

Please see: htt p://liveacti on.
org/defund- debate-hits-live-
acti on- exposes-planned-par-
enthoods-prenatal-care-
decepti on/

Planned Parenthood’s 
Prenatal Care Deception Exposed

“Our investigators who wanted to keep 
their babies were turned away by 

92 out of 97 Planned Parenthood centers.”

Rand Paul’s ‘Obamacare Replacement  Act’ 
Deserves Trump’s Attention

by Greg Piper, 
The College Fix

In his inaugural address, 
President Donald Trump 

said the educational system 
was “fl ush with cash” and 
yet “leaves our young and 
beautiful students deprived 
of all knowledge.”

It wasn’t much of an over-
statement.

As one of its last acts be-
fore the peaceful transfer 
of power, the Department 
of Education published its 
fi ndings on the impact of 
“one of the Obama admin-
istration’s signature efforts 
in education,” The Wash-
ington Post reports:

The School Improvement 
Grants program has been 
around since the adminis-
tration of President George 
W. Bush, but it received 
an enormous boost under 
Obama. The administration 
funneled $7 billion into the 
program between 2010 and 
2015 — far exceeding the 
$4 billion it spent on Race 
to the Top grants.

The money went to states 
to distribute to their poor-
est-performing schools 
— those with exceedingly 
low graduation rates, or 
poor math and reading test 
scores, or both.

Schools had to adopt one of 
four measures to get up to 
$2 million a year for three 
years:

“....replacing the princi-
pal and at least half the 
teachers, converting into 
a charter school, closing 
altogether, or undergoing 
a “transformation,” in-
cluding hiring a new prin-
cipal and adopting new in-
structional strategies, new 
teacher evaluations and a 
longer school day.”

It completely bombed, 
possibly because half the 
schools chose “the least 
intrusive option” of “trans-
formation.”

The administration refused 
to change course even as 
interim evaluations showed 
it wasn’t working: The most 
recent in 2015 found a third 
of targeted schools “show-
ing no improvement or even 
sliding backward.”

The fi nal results:

Test scores, graduation 
rates and college enroll-
ment were no different 
in schools that received 
money through the School 
Improvement Grants pro-
gram — the largest federal 
investment ever targeted to 
failing schools — than in 
schools that did not.

American Enterprise Insti-
tute resident fellow Andy 
Smarick is gobsmacked by 
the billions the feds spent 
– most of it from the Amer-
ican Recovery and Rein-
vestment Act, which former 
Education Secretary Arne 

Duncan promised to mon-
itor like a hawk – giving 
empty promises to kids in 
failing schools “things were 
going to get better”:

Smarick said he had never 
seen such a huge investment 
produce zero results.

That could end up being a 
gift, he said, from Duncan 
to Betsy DeVos, President 
Donald Trump’s nominee 
for education secretary and 
is a prominent proponent of 
taxpayer-supported vouch-
ers for private and religious 
schools.

Results from the School 
Improvement Grants have 
shored up previous research 
showing that pouring money 
into dysfunctional schools 
and systems does not work, 
Smarick said: “I can imag-
ine Betsy DeVos and Don-
ald Trump saying this is ex-
actly why kids need school 
choice.”

(Editor/GG: It ain’t the 
money folks. Trillions of 
wasted dollars later, the 
politicians are still throw-
ing away our tax money. 
The solution, as it AL-
WAYS has been, is lead-
ership, innovation, and 
accountability. WE fi nally 
woke up last year and voted 
a businessman into offi ce. 
Let’s pray it is not too late.)

Please see: http://www.thecol-
legefix.com/post/30832/

Surprise? Massive Federal 
Spending on Schools Utterly Failed

by Rachel Stoltzfoos, 
Daily Caller News 
Foundation

A Washington, D.C., ra-
dio station has pulled a 

pro-life ad off the air, after 
people took offense to the 
way it highlighted Planned 
Parenthood’s dealings in 
the body parts of aborted 
fetuses.

“It’s a fact,” the ad begins. 
“Planned Parenthood is 
America’s largest abortion 
business. Nearly a million 
abortions in the last three 
years. Its executives were 
caught on tape bragging 
about selling baby body 
parts. Under federal inves-
tigation, Planned Parent-
hood spent $30 million last 
election on political activ-
ism — not women’s health 
care.”

WTOP initially agreed to 
run the ad, which was paid 
for by the pro-life group 
Susan B. Anthony List 
(SBA), and placed it on 
the air for about two-thirds 
of its paid run-time. The 
radio station changed its 
tune, however, after getting 
negative feedback from lis-
teners, and asked the Susan 
B. Anthony List to provide 
a less infl ammatory edited 
version for the remainder 
of the ad’s run time. The 
group refused, and the ad 
was pulled.

The ad ends with a call 
on Congress to defund 
Planned Parenthood and re-

direct those funds to com-
munity health centers that 
do not provide abortions. 
But at issue in the dispute 
between WTOP and the 
pro-life group was the use 
of the term “bragging” in 
the description of the fetal 
harvesting scandal. The 
Susan B. Anthony List re-
fused to change “bragging” 
to “discussing.”

“People are complaining 
like crazy over the SBA 
ads,” a WTOP represen-
tative said in an email re-
ported by The Washington 
Free Beacon. “Can you get 
them to forward you the 
backup (article etc.) for the 
discussing sale of aborted 
fetus parts ascertain.” And 
in a later email, the repre-
sentative reportedly asked 
whether it’s “possible to get 
new copy that reads ‘dis-
cussing’ rather than ‘brag-
ging.’”

WTOP Station Manager 
Joel Oxley disputed SBA’s 
account of the dispute, tell-
ing The Free Beacon the 
decision was not a result 
of listener feedback, but 
of criticism from station 
management: “In our view, 
‘bragging’ constituted a 
subjective characterization 
while the word ‘discussing’ 
is an objective statement of 
‘fact.’”

SBA labeled the station 
“shameful” in a statement 
announcing the decision 
to pull the ad, and quickly 
started a fundraising cam-

paign to get the ad out on 
other stations.

“This regrettable response 
to our radio spot on one of 
the lead topics in the current 
national debate is shameful 
for a First Amendment in-
stitution like WTOP,” SBA 
President Marjorie Dan-
nenfelser said in a state-
ment. “Planned Parenthood 
speaks boldly of its pride in 
performing more abortions 
than any other entity in the 
United States and packag-
ing the body parts of these 
aborted children for prof-
itable use. Those are the 
facts, however uncomfort-
able they may be for some 
to hear.”

The Center for Medical 
Progress began releasing 
a series of videos expos-
ing Planned Parenthood’s 
dealings in aborted fetuses 
the summer of 2015, re-
leasing embarrassing tapes 
obtained undercover of top 
executives discussing fe-
tal harvesting. Congress is 
moving to defund the orga-
nization in 2017, after Pres-
ident Barack Obama vetoed 
a similar measure last year.

(Editor/GG: Yup, another 
media (lib of course) out-
let censoring the people’s 
voice.)

Read more: htt p://daily-
caller.com/2017/01/14/
dc-radio-stati on-yanks-un-
comfortable-planned-par-
enthood-ad-off -the-air/#ix-
zz4VvzGRUfE

Anti-Planned Parenthood 
Ad Yanked Off Air
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“Blessed be the LORD my Rock, Who trains my hands for war, And my fingers for battle—”
A Psalm of David, Psalm 144:1 

by Bob Owens,  
BearinArms.com

A Charlotte, NC, man 
sideswiped another 

vehicle Thursday afternoon 
and refused to stop, prompt-
ing the driver of that vehicle 
to follow the hit-and-run 
suspect while on the phone 
with 911 dispatchers. The 
hit-and-run suspect then 
stopped, and the driver 
jumped out of the vehicle 
with a gun in his hand.

That proved to be a bad 
move, as the vehicle he hit 
was an unmarked Char-
lotte-Mecklenburg police 
car, and the driver was an 
undercover cop who turned 
out the be pretty good with 
a gun.

“Then at some point the 
vehicle that was immedi-
ately in front of the under-
cover officer’s car stopped, 
driver got of out of vehi-
cle, produced a handgun, 
and shots were fired from 
the undercover detective, 
unfortunately striking and 
killing the driver,”Deputy 
Chief Jeff Estes said.

Estes said the incident was 
an apparent case of road 
rage.

“Everything is initial here 
but that’s what it appears 
– a road rage incident that 
unfortunately turned out to 
be tragic, fatal,” Estes con-
tinued.

Estes said he wasn’t sure if 
[Josue Javier] Diaz, a His-
panic man, fired any shots 
after getting out of the ve-
hicle.

“I don’t know any details 
about how the weapon was 
produced,” Estes said. “I 
can tell you we recovered 
it on the scene right there.”

According to CMPD, the 
officer is also Hispanic. 
The officer’s name is not 
being released “due to the 
undercover nature of [his] 
assignment. Per depart-

ment protocol, the detec-
tive will be placed on Ad-
ministrative Leave, which 
is standard procedure.

No officers were injured in 
the shooting.

Predictably, anti-police so-
cial justice warriors rushed 
to the scene to share their 
abject ignorance.

A small group of peo-
ple gathered at the scene 
shortly after the shooting 
to protest. At one point, af-
ter investigators reopened 
Albemarle Road the group 
attempted to block traffic.

One man, who asked not to 
be identified, didn’t know 
Diaz, but came out after 
hearing the shots.

“They’re Hispanic and 
they could be my brother. 
But it doesn’t matter be-
cause he was just doing his 
job,” he said.

Another man was seen re-
peatedly yelling at police. 
He told WBTV he didn’t 
agree with what happened 
to Diaz.

“They’ve got tasers, 
they’ve got pepper spray, 
there are other ways,” he 
said.

As we’ve noted repeated-
ly, pepper spray and tasers 
(along with less-lethal 
shotgun baton loads and 
batons) are equipment for 
dealing with suspects who 
are not armed with ranged 
weapons like firearms. 
When a suspect has a fire-
arm, the only appropriate 
counter for law enforce-
ment or any other citizen 
is a firearm, or to borrow 
from Wayne LaPierre, “the 
only thing that stops a bad 
guy with a gun is a good 
guy with a gun.”

Please see: https://
bearingarms.com/
bob-o/2017/01/27/angry-
man-pulls-gun-on-under-
cover-cop-in-road-rage-
incident/

Whoopsy! 

Angry Man Pulls Gun on 
Undercover Cop in Road 

Rage Incident

by NRA Institute 
 for Legislative Action

—FAIRFAX, Virginia

The National Rifle As-
sociation Institute 

for Legislative Action 
(NRA-ILA) today scored 
a significant victory when 
Congress agreed to review 
a final rule by the Obama 
administration that would 
wrongly strip law-abiding 
Americans of their Second 
Amendment rights. 

“Congress’s decision to 
review the Obama ad-
ministration’s back-door 
gun grab is a significant 
step forward in restoring 
the fundamental consti-
tutional rights of many 

law-abiding gun owners,” 
said Chris W. Cox, exec-
utive director, NRA-ILA. 
“The NRA has been fight-
ing this unconstitutional 
government overreach 
since it was first discussed 
and we look forward to 
swift congressional action 
to overturn it.” 

Last year, the Social Se-
curity Administration fi-
nalized a proposed rule to 
ban certain recipients who 
use a representative pay-
ee from owning firearms. 
This ill-conceived action 
stripped the right to keep 
and bear arms without due 
process from some of the 
most vulnerable Ameri-
cans.  

The NRA immediately op-
posed the Obama admin-
istration’s efforts when 
the proposal was first 
announced in summer of 
2015. The NRA has fought 
every step of the way to 
ensure that social security 
recipients are not stripped 
of their rights without due 
process of law. 

Congress is now going to 
review the Obama admin-
istration’s unconstitutional 
ban under the Congressio-
nal Review Act (CRA). 
CRA allows Congress to 
dispose of any actions 
an outgoing administra-
tion initiates in its last six 
months. This final rule 
falls under that time frame, 
and the review process is 

expected to move forward 
in the House and receive a 
vote as early as next week. 

“We are pleased that Con-
gress is moving swiftly to 
ensure that law-abiding 
Americans’ constitution-
al rights are respected,” 
concluded Cox.  “We 
would like to thank Reps. 
Sam Johnson (R-TX) and 
Ralph Abraham (R-LA) 
for leading this effort in 
the House, as well as with 
Speaker Paul Ryan for his 
leadership on this issue.”

Please see: www.nraila.
org/articles/20170125/
nra-wins-victo-
ry-as-congress-revers-
es-obamas-social-securi-
ty-gun-grab

Congress Reverses Obama’s  
Social Security Gun Grab

by Bob Owens,  
BearingArms.com

Over at National Review Online 
this morning the always pre-

scient Charles C.W. Cook treats us to 
a look at one of the emerging trends 
in gun rights activism that is sweep-
ing the nation, the reassertion of the 
core natural right to bear arms with-
out a permission slip from the gov-
ernment.

Its popularity keeps spreading in-
exorably across the country. And so 
the train keeps rolling on. For years, 
advocates of the Second Amendment 
have fought tooth and nail to ensure 
that no American was left without the 
right to obtain a carry permit. Now 
an even more salutary standard has 
become fashionable: The abolition 
of the permitting system in its entire-
ty. In 2015, three states added their 
names to the growing list of those 
that have adopted “constitutional 
carry” — states, that is, in which 
Americans do not need to obtain 
permits before legally carrying guns. 
Last year, another three joined their 
ranks. This year, the number joining 
could be as high as five. And after 
that? Le déluge.

Over at the Crime Research Preven-
tion Center, John Lott Jr. notes that 
the number of “constitutional carry” 
states will reach 16 or 17 by the end 
of this year. Given that 15 years ago 
there was only one (two if you count 
Montana, which I’d classify as a 

“mostly constitutional carry” state) 
— and that 30 years ago most states 
had extremely restrictive permitting 
processes to boot — this is nothing 
short of remarkable. Elections, as it 
is said, have consequences.

It’s hard for most Americans to come 
to grips with the fact that federal gun 
control is entirely a 20th century in-
vention, and stands on very dubious 
constitutional grounds at best. The 
Founders were very, very clear in 
their views that the federal govern-
ment has no standing to pass gun 
control laws. “The right of the people 
to keep and bear arms shall not be in-
fringed” by our federal government 
is an absolute. These unconstitution-
al federal laws will either be undone 
in the high court, or as we’re seeing, 
with the Hearing Protection Act and 
other proposed bills, via the legisla-
tive branch.

The drive for “constitutional car-
ry” that seems to be rapidly gaining 
steam is part of a larger battle that 
was joined in the 1980s, as concealed 
carry reform began at the state level 
and spread across the nation in fits 
and starts, and which is nearly com-
plete today.

Americans have seen progressives 
throwing gun laws up with reckless 
abandon for over 80 years on the 
state, federal, and local level, with 
no discernible positive long-term ef-
fects. It’s almost like the American 
people have realized that restricting 

liberties is a flawed proposition, and 
one that doesn’t make us safer in any 
way, shape or form.

Expect to see the constitutional car-
ry movement to move much faster 
than the fight for concealed carry. 
The groundwork has already been 
laid, the old myths are busted, and as 
Mr. Cook so wryly notes, “Elections 
have consequences.”

Radical progressives, while still 
firmly entrenched in both the enter-
tainment and news media, are ev-
er-more radicalizing and appear to 
be collapsing as the dominate force 
in the Democrat Party, and may even 
sink the party itself into regionalized, 
urbanized obscurity. Opposition to 
constitutional carry laws will be 
vocal, but thin. As more states pass 
these laws and suffer no ill effects, 
the fear-mongering of the “there will 
be blood on the streets!” shriekers 
will become nothing more than back-
ground noise, and in many places, it 
already is.

The gun control movement had 
their play at forcing policy down the 
throats of citizens for decades, and 
yet accomplished nothing. Now the 
pendulum is swinging back the other 
way towards liberty.

What a wonderful time to be alive!

Please see: bearingarms.com/
bob-o/2017/01/25/nationwide-con-
stitutional-carry-inevitable/

Is Nationwide  
Constitutional Carry Inevitable?

Buy-Sell-Trade
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GUNSMITH-Guns-Ammo+Boxes
Freeze Dried Food                             

113 N. Mill, Silver Cliff, Colorado                                       

Open Mon. - Sat.      719-371-3158            

It is God who  
arms me with strength,

And makes my way perfect.
Psalm 18:32  NKJV
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by NRA ILA

Gun owners knew that 
Barack Obama would 

not leave quietly. The only 
question was what else 
was coming.

An answer came late in 
the day on January 19th. 
With his successor’s inau-
guration only hours away, 
he completed his final as-
sault on gun owners’ and 
sportsmen’s rights, this 
time in the form of Direc-
tor’s Order No. 219 of the 
Fish and Wildlife Service 
(FWS). The order seeks 
to expand “the use of 
nontoxic ammunition and 
fishing tackle on Service 
lands, waters and facilities 
and for certain types of 
hunting and fishing regu-
lated by the Service” out-
side of those areas. 

The order states that FWS 
policy will be to “[r]equire 
the use of nontoxic ammu-
nition and fishing tackle to 
the fullest extent practi-
cable for all activities on 
Service lands, waters, and 
facilities by January 2022, 
except as needed for law 
enforcement or health 

and safety uses.” It also 
calls for collaboration 
with state and fish wild-
life agencies in imple-
menting this policy.

The order goes on to out-
line a series of steps the 
FWS will take to imple-
ment the policy, first and 
foremost of which is the 
favored gun control tac-
tic of using “science” to 
re-enforce pre-existing 
policy goals, rather than 
to guide those goals in 
the first place. Rather hu-
morously, the order states, 
“The Service will contin-
ue to support targeted re-
search to understand the 
human, fish, and wildlife 
health benefits of using 
nontoxic ammunition and 
fishing tackle.” 

And if science were to dis-
cover lead wasn’t so bad 
or non-lead ammunition 
and fishing tackle could 
actually lead to adverse 
health effects of their 
own? Well, that wouldn’t 
be ‘targeted’.

The order also requires 
that “over the next 24 

months, each Regional 
Director, in coordination 
with relevant Assistant Di-
rectors, should work with 
individual states, region-
al state fish and wildlife 
associations, and tribes 
to identify opportunities 
to expand existing state, 
Federal, or tribal require-
ments for use of nontoxic 
ammunition and fishing 
tackle on Service lands, 
waters and facilities.”

It goes on to state that 
FWS Regions should en-
act and enforce on their 
own lands, waters and fa-
cilities, requirements for 
non-lead ammunition and 
fishing tackle that have 
already been enacted by 
states, tribes, and other 
federal agencies. 

The FWS additionally 
plans to use “available 
information” on the neg-
ative impacts of lead am-
munition or fishing tackle 
on “sensitive, vulnerable 
or Service trust resources” 
to justify “steps to expedi-
tiously require” non-lead 
alternatives “to the fullest 
extent practical [sic]… to 

benefit such species or re-
sources.”

And, finally, “[t]he Assis-
tant Director, Migratory 
Birds, in consultation with 

National Flyway Coun-
cils and individual states, 
will establish a process to 
phase in a requirement for 
the use of nontoxic am-
munition for recreation-
al hunting of mourning 
doves and other upland 
game birds.”

The Association of Fish 
and Wildlife Agencies, 
which represents the 
state agencies that man-
age these resources, had 
harsh words for the FWS 
order. Association Pres-

ident Nick Wiley stated, 
“this action flies squarely 
in the face of a long and 
constructive tradition of 
states working in partner-
ship with the Service to 

effectively manage fish 
and wildlife resources.” 
He also characterized the 
order as “a breach of trust 
and deeply disappointing 
given that it was a com-
plete surprise and there 
was no current dialogue or 
input from state fish and 
wildlife agencies prior to 
issuance.”

To be sure, this latest de-
velopment further demon-
strates the petty, partisan 
tendencies of the former 
president and is as aggra-

vating as it was predict-
able. 

But it should do little to 
dampen the high spir-
its of sportsmen and 
sportswomen as Donald 
J. Trump takes the oath 
of office, for it sharpens 
the contrast between the 
outgoing and incoming 
administrations. Like so 
much of what Barack 
Obama claimed as “ac-
complishments”, it will 
hopefully amount to little 
more than a symbolic act 
of defiance by a president 
with little of substance to 
show for his eight years 
in office.

In the meantime, it is yet 
another reminder that a 
long, trying epoch for 
America’s gun owners 
is finally at an end, and a 
new day with a new out-
look is at hand.

Please see: https://
www.nraila.org/
articles/20170120/
obama-says-goodbye-to-
america-s-gun-owners-
with-a-likely-short-lived-
lead-ammo-ban

Obama Says Goodbye to America’s Gun Owners  
with Lead Ammo Ban

“This action flies squarely in the face of a  

long and constructive tradition of states  

working in partnership with the Service   

to effectively manage fish and wildlife  

resources.”
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A Sheepdog Barks!

Once again, those of us who live 
in the ding weeds have been 

reminded that we lack the neces-
sary sophistication to comprehend 
the complexities of liberal protest 
marches.  The ladies of the Left pa-
raded the promenades of America 
demonstrating against things that left 
us, the culturally challenged, con-
fused.  Some who were interviewed, 
stated they were rallying for wom-
en’s rights which only compounded 
the perplexity.  Even after applying 
great mental exercise, I couldn’t 
think of any rights that have been 
denied them.  To my knowledge, 
women have the right to murder 
babies, serve in the military (even 
in combat zones), become CEOs of 
large companies, serve in Congress 
or run for the Office of President.  
They have the right to declare them-
selves gay or depressed, transgender 
or befuddled, Muslim or Christian, 
even patriot or patrician.  Perhaps 
the beef is equal pay for equal work 
which we can appreciate, but again, 
I remain bewildered!  The women 
that worked in Hillary’s Secretary 
of State Office and presidential cam-
paign made less on average than the 
men.  I suppose the art of protesting 
is predicated upon proper selectivi-
ty…why shoot a skunk when you are 
hunting bigger game?

Many of these assemblies were 
punctuated with signs and speeches 
that utilized profanity and vulgarities 
for emphasis.  This, too, is a cause 
of puzzlement as we wonder how 
obscenities actually aid in gaining 
a civilized conversation.  Not that 
Hollywood and fellow idolaters care 
(in this case, worship of self), but 
God weighs in with a powerful prov-
erb:  “As a jewel of gold in a swine’s 
snout, so is a fair woman which 
is without discretion.” (Proverbs 
11:22)  In the plainest words possi-
ble…a woman can be decorated with 
incredible physical beauty, but if she 
lacks discretion, her comeliness is 
compared to a jewel of gold used to 
garnish a pig.  This pearl of wisdom 
leads us to wonder….are the police 
the pigs or are they the plastic petu-
nias in pink?

Discretion is an attribute of God (Jer-
emiah 10:12), and humanly, it means 
the ability to discern or discriminate 
(!) so as to draw a careful and cor-
rect evaluation of a situation or prob-
lem.  Discretion is kin to “humility” 
as it implies that the discreet person 
will walk circumspectly (Ephesians 
5:15) and not “behave themselves 
unseemly.” (I Corinthians 13:5)  The 
demonstrators were obviously nei-
ther discreet nor humble, nor do they 
profess to be.

Further evidence of the porker pos-
ture is found in Proverbs 19:11:  “the 
discretion of a man deferreth his an-
ger.”  Regardless of the complaints 
being registered, the common de-
nominator that descended on the op-
pressed was anger.  Displeasure was 

expressed over the wretched plight 
of American women, but the general 
consensus was rage over the results 
of a democratic election.  We must 
suppose that the protesters would 
prefer a status quo outcome, leaving 
our borders open to the infiltration of 
terrorism, shipping good paying jobs 
overseas and the continual down-
grading of our wall of defense—the 
military.  The cloak of many colors 
that dresses discretion is common 
sense, but upon its removal Prudence 
is left to shiver in the cold until she is 
numb and frozen.

God, always willing to be politically 
incorrect, continues to pile on:  “It 
is better to dwell in a corner of the 
housetop, (man cave) that with a 
brawling woman in a wide house.” 
(Proverbs 21:9)  Ten verses later 
the Lord adds insult to injury:  “It 
is better to dwell in the wilderness, 
than with a contentious and an angry 
woman.”  I have been considering 
investing in a tent manufacturing 
company, based on the expectation 
of a lot of husbands seeking alterna-
tive residence.

Demonstrations of angst and dissat-
isfaction are nothing new, but a pa-
rade of thanksgiving would be totally 
unique.  The imagination runs wild 
with thoughts of millions of wom-
en gathering to express gratefulness 
for the Biblical foundation stones 
of America.  If Martin Luther King 
could have a dream, why can’t I?

They were advancing in waves of 
beautiful, multiple colors. Their 
clothing suggested joy and a cer-
tain brightness but also the freedom 
of the individual.  If there was a 
commonality in their appearance, it 
was simply that all were appropri-
ate.  Most were smiling, many were 
laughing as they seemed to embrace 
a disposition of gratitude and charity.  
I, the beholder, saw a unique beauty 
in each face, regardless of age.

A host of placards were present, 
some with Scripture verses while 
others duplicated quotes of our fore-
fathers.  One large canvas on a pole 
carried by our two teen-aged grand-
daughters read:  “It is the duty of all 
nations to acknowledge The Provi-
dence of Almighty God, to obey His 
will, to be grateful for His benefits, 
and to humbly implore His protection 
and favor.”  – George Washington

A temporary platform accommo-
dated several speakers.  As I ap-
proached, a woman of likely Middle 
Eastern descent began to address the 
crowd.  She spoke of the brutality 
she experienced living under Sharia 
law, but when she and her husband 
discovered and received the grace 
of Jesus Christ, their lives were won-
derfully transformed.  Tears of joy 
flowed down her cheeks as she ex-
pressed her appreciation for America.

Alas, I awoke, and it was but a fading 
dream, but hope has not diminished!

Pig Politics

It’s the end of week two and 
it gets better every day.  The 

swamp is being drained.  Not 
everyone has the same idea 
what the swamp is.  In my 
mind the swamp is one full 
of power and corruption.  You 
work for the federal govern-
ment now and you face a five 
year or lifetime ban on lobby-
ing.  Great!  If you are a life-
long liberal State Department 
employee that doesn’t want to 
work on conservative things – 
turn in your letters of resigna-
tion and be gone.  Wonderful!  
If you are the acting Attorney 
General and you don’t want 
to enforce the law and uphold 
your oath to the Constitution 
– you’re fired.  Fantastic!  Ya-
hoo, the swamp is down al-
ready and there’s much more 
“draining” to come.  WOOF!

The LPSDs and elected Dem-
ocrats are in a complete melt 
down.  The main stream me-
dia is coming unglued.  And 
Hollywood is imploding.  Can 
it get any better?  I don’t think 
so.  President Trump (PT) ain’t 
perfect, but he’s the perfect 
one we need in Washington 
D.C. breaking all the molds.  
What a delight.  WOOF!

Even the Republicans are an-
gry, especially the RINOs.  
That’s great also.  Business 
as usual is no longer.  This 
last week a senior GOP aide 
(probably for McCain or 
Graham) told Politico White 
House reporter Josh Dawsey 
“we are getting tired of the 
chaos.”  Really?  Buckle up 
Buttercup.  It’s gonna get a 
lot worse (aka better) before it 
gets better.  When the “straw 
lions” run to the press, and 
mew like the kittens they are, 
you know things are going 
well.  MEEOW!  Thank God 
things aren’t going along as 
they always have.  There’s a 
new Bull in the China Shop.  
Break things, PT.  We are with 
you.  WOOF!

So, the latest number is 20 
executive orders and count-
ing.  The Dems are scream-
ing:  “when will it stop?”  
HOWL!  Who knows?  Who 
cares? Obama signed 18 in the 
same period and they were all 
bad.  Most of PT’s have been 
to repeal Obama’s.  Like I 
said, things are off to a great 
start.  Our biggest worries are 
the Senate Republicans, yes I 
said Republicans.  If the straw 
lions don’t turn into real li-

ons there will be trouble.  If 
they stay strong and back PT 
up, there will be no stopping 
the Trump Agenda or the Re-
publicans.  Quit pussyfooting 
around with Schumer and 
get these Cabinet picks done.  
WOOF!

This last week the outcry was 
about the extreme vetting 
policy and the temporary re-
strictions on seven majority 
Muslim countries.  It is past 
time to get this vetting proce-
dure right.  The crocodile tears 
from the LPSDs (and the Stat-
ue of Liberty) are fake.  Fake 
Tears!  Didn’t see Senator 
Chucky Schumer crying after 
9-11 did we?  The former pres-
ident wasted no time speaking 
out.  Ten days was his limit!  
And, not surprisingly, he lied 
once again in his first protest.  
While praising the “rioters” 
for resisting the religious dis-
crimination (that is the lie) he 
said “American values are at 
stake.”  Really?  Whose val-
ues, because they are not my 
American values.  I guess 
he means LPSD values and 
I have no respect for those.  
Obama’s “American values” 
almost destroyed us.  And the 
LPSDs are still in total deni-
al.  Marie Harf, Obama’s old 
State Department spokesman, 
said this on Fox News Chan-
nel about PT’s executive order 
on the “Muslim Ban” (another 
lie and distortion), “some Syr-
ians might die.”  Really?  This 
from the woman who’s boss 
(BHO) watched over a Syri-
an genocide of over 500,000 
men, women and children and 
did nothing.  Shame on you 
LPSDs.  WOOF!

It’s great to finally see some 
real results that will protect 
America and Americans.  
America has always been, and 
always will be, a place for le-
gal immigrants that want to 
assimilate.  The problem is 
that’s not what is happening 
in an LPSD America.  I heard 
it phrased this way recently 
– “America has been a great 
melting pot.  Those coming 
in now, specifically Muslims, 
don’t want to melt.”  Bingo!  
They want enclaves and sha-
ria law.  They want to ruin this 
country like they ruined the 
one they just left.  That is not 
racist, bigoted or xenophobic.  
That is just fact.  WOOF!  

I was talking recently to 

one of my sheepdog pups.  He 
reminded me that the LPSDs 
and the mainstream media are 
right about a “backlash” but 
they just don’t understand it 
quite right.  The “backlash” 
IS Trump!  “America First” is 
happening because of the last 
eight years of globalization 
and the one world order with 
no borders.  A whole lot of us 
deplorables decided we had 
had enough of that crap and 
elected PT to change things.  
And he’s doing a great job 
of implementing real change, 
not that Obama “change and 
hope” malarkey.  This was in-
deed a “change” election.  Let 
it flow, baby!  I’m beginning 
to believe that Trump may not 
really be a Republican presi-
dent at all.  And he is certainly 
not a Democrat president. He 
might just be an “AMERI-
CAN” president.  Let’s see 
what happens.  The LPSDs 
are suggesting we shouldn’t 
try to protect Americans or 
put America First because that 
might anger other countries 
and our enemies and they may 
harm us.  They are even tell-
ing us that this “Muslim Ban” 
is exactly what the Islamic 
Terrorists needed for recruit-
ing.  Really?  I don’t think 
they need any help with that.  
Their hatred of the West and 
of infidels runs deep already.  
Look, the LPSDs have sworn 
a “scorched-earth” policy in 
working with PT.  Their motto 
is “not now, not ever.”  Good.  
Let’s get it on and we’ll see 
who is still standing in 2018 
and 2020.  If the straw lions in 
the Senate don’t cower or run 
and hide the Dems will be de-
stroyed.  The liberal anger lev-
el in America is at an all-time 
high.  I believe that is caused 
by them being far too depen-
dent on the government they 
see being reined in by this ad-
ministration.  Keep it up PT!  
I look forward to your tweets.  
WOOF!

May God Have Mercy On 
America!  JMH

Politics & The Bible
Jim Modlish has been in  
ministry 50 years, pastor-
ing churches from upstate 
New York to Washington. 
He holds a doctorate in  
theology, but frequently 
states: “I have education, 
but I got over it.” 
Southern Colorado natives, 
Jim and his wife, Linda, happily returned to their 
home state in 2006. He is currently the founding 
pastor of Huerfano Community Bible Church in 

Walsenburg. Pastor Modlish believes the Bible is the greatest political science textbook on 
earth, and that all current events should be examined under the searchlight of Scripture. 

All Scripture taken from the King James Version.

From Pastor Jim



Democrat Immigration Policy

Folks, remember when President Slick Willie Clinton had his murdering 
Attorney General Janet Reno order federal goons with machine guns to 
kidnap at gunpoint a young immigrant Cuban boy, Elian Gonzalez,  from his 
paternal relatives in his new home in Miami AND SEND HIM BACK TO CUBA 
because Castro was making a stink? He was a minor here legally. And the 
libs are complaining about Trump and ILLEGAL immigration?
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Since 1996, spruce beetle 
outbreaks have caused tree 
mortality on more than 1.7 
million acres in Colorado.

The aerial survey also indi-
cated that activity of Doug-
las-fir beetle, a close relative 
of spruce beetle that attacks 
and kills mature Douglas-fir 
trees, significantly increased 
on the Western Slope, with 
19,000 acres impacted in 
2016. Unlike spruce beetle, 
populations of this pest tend 
to erupt in numerous smaller 
pockets, rather than spread-
ing outwardly from a few 
main population centers. 

Eagle, Garfield and Pitkin 
Counties, along with most 
of the Gunnison Basin, were 
all heavily impacted with 
pocket activity in 2016.

Conversely, declines in 
impacted acreage were ob-
served for western spruce 
budworm, Douglas-fir tus-
sock moth and fungal leaf 
diseases of aspen trees.

Mountain pine beetle, which 
impacted nearly 3.4 million 
cumulative acres statewide 
over the past two decades, 
also has declined for years 
and remains at background 
levels, with fewer than 
a thousand acres affect-
ed statewide in 2016. But 

the Beaver Creek Fire that 
burned more than 38,000 
acres in Jackson County last 
year, much of it in areas pre-
viously impacted by moun-
tain pine beetle, provides an 
example of how beetle-kill 
can help fuel large, intense 
wildland fires.

“Our partnership with the 
U.S. Forest Service on the 
aerial survey provides an-
other great example of how 
working together, we can 
most effectively address for-
est health concerns that span 
property lines, including 
bark beetle outbreaks,” said 
Mike Lester, state forester 
and director of the Colorado 
State Forest Service. “Infor-

mation we obtain from the 
survey helps stimulate real 
work on the ground and al-
lows us to focus our efforts 
on priority areas.”

Lester says the CSFS is ded-
icated to providing timely, 
relevant forestry informa-
tion to the citizens of Col-
orado to achieve resilient 
forests. CSFS publications 
about spruce beetle, Doug-
las-fir beetle and many other 
pests, as well as how private 
landowners can manage 
them, are available online 
at www.csfs.colostate.edu/
csfspublications.

The CSFS and USFS are 
using tools such as the 

Good Neighbor Authority to 
jointly perform watershed 
restoration and forest man-
agement services on Na-
tional Forest System lands. 
A Master Good Neighbor 
Agreement, signed by both 
agencies in 2015, fosters a 
collaborative approach and 
leverages state resources 
to accomplish work across 
land ownership boundaries 
onto National Forest lands.

Good Neighbor projects 
currently being implement-
ed in Colorado to address 
spruce beetle-killed trees 
include an 86-acre timber 
salvage harvest operation 
in the CSFS Montrose Dis-
trict, to help address spruce 

beetle mortality on the Un-
compahgre National Forest, 
and public permit-oriented 
wood-removal projects in 
the Rio Grande National 
Forest west of Alamosa. 
Both projects are supplying 
forest products to business-
es and for local use. The 
USFS and CSFS are work-
ing to identify future Good 
Neighbor projects to pro-
tect water supplies, manage 
insect infestations, reduce 
wildfire risk and meet other 
forest management objec-
tives.

To obtain local 2016 Aeri-
al Detection Survey infor-
mation, contact the nearest 
CSFS office.

SPRUCE BEETLE
from page 1

pediatric care (including oral 
and vision care for children), ac-
cording to Healthcare.gov.

Moreover, the law’s “guaranteed 
issue” and “community rating” 
mandates require insurers to sell 
insurance to Johnny-come-late-
lies who wait to buy it until they 
are very sick, at the same price 
insurers sold it to other custom-
ers.

These mandates raise the cost of 
insurance for people who don’t 
want coverage for services they 
may never, and in some cases 
can never, use. Eliminating those 
mandates would lead to an in-
flux of plans offering so-called 
catastrophic coverage with high 
deductibles for lower premiums 
than the least expensive Bronze 
plan offered on the Obamacare 
exchanges.

Expanding HSAs alongside 
eliminating these insurance man-
dates will not only give many (if 
not all) people tax breaks for dol-
lars they spend on health care. It 
will reinforce the salubrious ef-
fects of making patients aware of 
the costs of their health care.

For example, a natural byprod-
uct of allowing insurers to offer, 
and patients to buy without pen-
alty, only catastrophic coverage 
would be people’s tendency to 

use insurance less frequently to 
pay for health care needs. This 
would make not only insurance, 
but health care itself, cheaper, for 
three reasons.

First, people with catastroph-
ic-level deductibles would not 
try to max out their deductibles 
each year, which many people 
now try to do under the illusion 
they will get free (to them) health 
care the rest of the year. Instead 
of chasing their maximum de-
ductible, people would be more 
likely to pay providers directly 
for any services they can afford. 
This would raise price awareness 
as people calculate whether they 
should pay providers directly or 
use insurance instead.

Second, price awareness creates 
demand for price transparency. 
Most customers, including and 
especially responsible low-in-
come people on tight budgets, 
want to know prices before they 
buy. To please these patients and 
earn their business, providers 
would increasingly post their 
prices up front, just as the Sur-
gery Center of Oklahoma and 
Oregon Coast Dermatology do.

Third, an increasingly price-con-
scious customer base would give 
providers a greater incentive to 
compete on price and quality 
than the current system gives 
them, in which patients try to pay 
as much as possible to make their 
insurance plan worth the premi-

um. Instead, people would be 
more inclined to shop around for 
the best value and even negotiate 
with providers, who can afford 
to charge cash patients less when 
not funneling money through 
middle-man insurers, and pro-
viders would be more responsive 
to patient negotiations.

The current broken system’s 
overreliance on insurance for 
routine services prompts many 
to conclude, erroneously, that 
health care markets do not func-
tion as other markets do. The 
opposite is true. The health care 
market doesn’t look like oth-
er markets because regulations 
have distorted it. We are witness-
ing the result of policies distanc-
ing consumers from knowledge 
of prices. Our national leaders 
for at least the past eight years 
(but actually the past 74 years) 
have accomplished this using 
labyrinthine laws implemented 
by unaccountable bureaucracies.

Paul’s proposal contains im-
portant clues for escaping the 
Obamacare labyrinth. President 
Trump and Congress should grab 
hold of it, lest we remain stuck 
here long after President Barack 
Obama has escaped.

Reprinted with Permission. 
Please see: https://www.heart-
land.org/news-opinion/news/
rand-pauls-obamacare-replace-
ment-act-deserves-trumps-at-
tention

RAND PAUL 
from page 18
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by Christine Schoech
Publicity Committee
Cotopaxi School 

Thanks to grant funding 
from the CenturyLink 

“Teachers and Technology” 
grant, applied for by Coto-
paxi High School Science 
Teacher, Randi Dotter, Co-
topaxi School hosted sever-
al flight directors from the 
Challenger Learning Cen-
ter of Colorado who pre-
sented a variety of STEM 
and space-related programs 
to all pre-K through 12 stu-
dents throughout the fall 
semester.

Cotopaxi’s “Earth and 
Space” day events were 
held on September 28th. 
“The Stellar Portal,” a por-
table planetarium show, 
took students on a journey 
through space, ice worlds, 
and extreme weather 
events; “The Magic Planet” 
program, traveled from our 
Sun to Pluto on a discovery 
tour of our solar system. 
“How Does a Plane Fly?,” 
a hands-on unit about the 
basic principles of flight, 
allowed students to design 
and fly several paper plane 
models.

The Challenger Center’s 
flight directors returned on 
November 16th, for “De-

sign Day.” The “Living 
in Space” program taught 
students about space suit 
design and the hazards of 
space travel. “STEM Fairy 
Tales” and “LEGO Design 
Challenge” lessons pro-
vided students a chance to 
build and program small 
robots to perform simple 
tasks. Students also par-
ticipated in the “Tower 
Power” design challenge, 
an activity that teaches 
the engineering design 
process using teamwork, 
problem-solving, critical 
thinking and clear commu-
nications.

In addition to these out-
standing STEM programs, 
the grant also funded two 
live space simulation mis-
sions. In early October, the 
fourth and fifth grade class-
es combined to success-
fully navigate the “Moon, 
Mars and Beyond” e-mis-
sion from their very own 
computer lab. The students 
employed all their reading, 
writing, math, and critical 
thinking skills to work as a 
team and communicate the 
position of the lost space-
ship “Discovery” and res-
cue the astronauts! In early 
March, our ninth through 
twelfth grade students will 
travel to the Challenger 

Learning Center in Col-
orado Springs and fly a 
simulated “Return to the 
Moon” mission. Students 
will work as crew members 
in Mission Control and the 
spacecraft, to make a safe 
and successful (simulat-
ed) return voyage to the 
Moon’s surface.

Cotopaxi School wishes 
to thank the CenturyLink 
Clarke M. Williams Foun-
dation for funding these 
inspiring, engaging, edu-
cational opportunities. Our 
students, staff, teachers, 
and community will con-
tinue to benefit from the 
experiences of this year 
well into the future.

Fifth graders Abby Feith and Izzy Donald build and pro-
gram their own robot for the “LEGO Design  
Challenge.”  

Photos Courtesy of Cotopaxi Schools

Fifth grade teacher Guy Kraemer watches as his students 
navigate their way in the “Moon, Mars and Beyond” 
e-mission held in October.

Eighth graders Shealee Coleman and Koylynn Gulliford help a group of first graders 
through the design and engineering process in the “Tower Power” design challenge.

CenturyLink Grant Funds “Earth and Space” Events 

Market Your Neighborhood Grocery Store

Open 7:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m. Prices Good Through 50 Main Street
                                  7 Days a Week                                                       February 7, 2017 719/783-0550

Visit us online at  LOWESMARKET.COM  or on Facebook at  FACEBOOK.com/LowesSupermarkets

 2 FOR

 $400

Red Diamond
Iced Tea

Gallon

$198

Lay’s
Potato Chips
Pre-priced $4.29

Velveeta
Cheese Loaf

32 oz.

$189
 lb.

Boneless Skinless
Chicken BreastsFresh Jalapeño Peppers 

or Roma Tomatoes

 2 Lbs. For

 $100
4 FOR

 $500

$548

Shur Fine
Cream Cheese

8 oz. Box

NRG Stadium - Home of Super Bowl L1
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