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“Worthy are You, 
our LORD and God, 
to receive glory and 
honor and power, 
for You created 

all things, 
and by Your will 
they existed and 
were created.”
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   The Voice of Conservative Colorado! 
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by ColoradoPeakPolitics.com

Tim Neville, 
Colorado State Senator

Throughout our country’s histo-
ry, free speech from the pulpit 

has been critical to our political 
health and development. In Amer-
ica’s early days, church leaders ac-
tively spoke on politics, support-
ing or opposing politicians in their 
quest for public offi ce. In Ameri-
can towns, churches served as an 
epicenter for political speech and 
activism. Early clergymen known 
as the “Black Robed Regiment” 
supported and participated in our 
struggle for independence from 
British rule. Even the adoption of 
our Bill of Rights can be credit-
ed to the political involvement of 
clergy. But in 1954 an event served 
to silence many moral voices. U.S. 
Sen. Lyndon Johnson, after surviv-
ing a contentious election, amend-
ed HR 8300 and the IRS tax code 
to silence his political opponents. 
It was easily adopted with little 
discussion or debate.

This “Johnson Amendment” 
sought to ban nonprofi t tax-ex-
empt groups from being able to 
“participate in, or intervene in any 
political campaigns on behalf of or 
in opposition to any candidate for 
public offi ce.” IRS offi cials inter-
preted this as a ban on speech in 
support or opposition of a candi-
date for public offi ce, including 
sermons from the pulpit, and those 

who fail to adhere could risk loss 
of their 501(c)(3) tax exempt sta-
tus.

Faced with choosing to speak free-
ly on all issues pertaining to church 
teachings and Scripture or remain-
ing silent to preserve their tax-ex-
empt status, many churches chose 
the latter. Despite no instance of 
any church losing its tax-exempt 
status for delivering sermons from 
the pulpit, the silence continued.

In September 2008, Alliance De-
fending Freedom (formerly Alli-
ance Defense Fund) attacked the 
issue, launching its fi rst “Pulpit 
Freedom Sunday” to counter the 
Johnson Amendment and “encour-
age pastors to exercise their con-
stitutionally protected freedom to 
speak truth into every area of life 
from the pulpit.” According to its 
2014 numbers, the movement in-
cluded over 1,800 churches and 
pastors who freely preach from the 
pulpit on all aspects of life, includ-
ing politics. Their efforts are com-
mendable.

Yet more is needed to remove 
free speech barriers caused by 
the Johnson Amendment, and the 
recent national election provides 
that opportunity. President Donald 
Trump has pledged to “work very 
hard to repeal that language and to 

by Ari Armstrong, 
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Apparently your 
dog is Big Broth-

er’s best friend, too.  
A bill in the Colorado 
legislature would allow 
veterinarians to snoop 
into some people’s  
medical records—spe-
cifi cally those listed in 
the Colorado Prescrip-
tion Monitoring Pro-
gram—without asking. 
The bill also would 
expand the ability of 
health care providers, 
pharmacists, and “des-
ignees” of doctors and 
pharmacists to look up 
those records without 
permission.

The bill, SB17-146, 
passed unanimous-
ly out of the Senate 
Health and Human 
Services Committee 
on February 16th. It is 
scheduled for a fl oor 
vote February 27th.

Anyone concerned 
with privacy and with 
the sanctity of the doc-
tor-patient relationship 
might wonder why the 
legislature would con-
sider this. The answer 
given by the bill’s 

supporters, including 
Senate sponsor Cheri 
Jahn, is that the bill 
would help curb the 
opioid “epidemic” re-
sulting from prescrip-
tion drug misuse.

But, not only would 
the bill violate pa-
tients’ privacy, it 
would do little to 
address the problem 
of drug abuse, and it 
would impose some 
unintended harms.

The bill modifi es ex-
isting statutes. As I 
wrote a couple years 
ago, the Prescription 
Monitoring Program, 
access to which the 
new bill would ex-
pand, has been around 
since 2005. I still have 
the same concerns 
about the program as a 
whole: It violates pri-
vacy, makes it harder 
for some people to get 
the drugs they need for 
severe pain, and pro-
motes dangerous black 
markets in drugs.

The language of this 
year’s bill raises a new 
set of concerns. Start 
with the language 
about veterinarians. 
Currently vets are not 

allowed to snoop into 
people’s medical re-
cords. The bill would 
allow a vet to look 
up a human client’s 
records in the drug 
database, if the vet 
has the “authority to 
prescribe controlled 
substances” and if 
the vet “has a reason-
able basis to suspect 
the client has com-
mitted drug abuse 
or has mistreated an 
animal.”

In other words, the bill 
expects veterinarians, 
who are trained in 
animal health, to also 
evaluate human health 
and psychology, for 
which they have no 
specifi c training or 
expertise. Veterinar-
ians acting as human 
doctors may be great 
if you’re in an epi-
sode of “The Walking 
Dead”, but we’re not 
quite there yet.

Part of the idea here is 
that some drug addicts 
intentionally injure 
their pets in order to 
get drugs from a vet. 

The Johnson Amendment :
Should  it be Changed to 

Allow Politics from the Pulpit?

Colorado Bill Would Let 
Veterinarians Snoop in 

People’s Medical Records!!!

JOHNSON 
AMENDMENT

see page 16   
VET SNOOP BILL

see page 23

Hamilton Ad Nauseum 
No More?

BOCC Meeting 02/28/2017
See page 23

Music Video Filmed at Music Meadows
Press Release

In an exciting fi rst for 
Music Meadows Ranch, 

a fi lm crew from Wis-
consin arrived last week 
to produce a music video 
for Jacob Banks, a Brit-
ish singer-songwriter from 
Birmingham, UK.   Arriv-
ing on Sunday, February 
20th, the crew spent all day 
Monday scouting the 4,000 
acres with the help of ranch 

manager Rhoda Rusher.  
The ATV and UTV provid-
ed by Trent Stafford proved 
essential.  

Tuesday was spent shoot-
ing and a father-son acting 
duo from Denver worked 
all day, with shots taken 
inside various rooms of 
the ranch house as well as 
outside.  Max Stafford was 

VIDEO see page 5

Jacob Banks video crew (L to R) ; Anubis Heru Cole (Father), Askari Heru Cole (Son), 
Max Staff ord (Villain), Facilitator Rhoda Rusher, Ranch Owner Elin Parker Ganschow, 
Cody LaPlant (Director), Ryan Bilinski (Gaff er), Austi n Manchon (SFX Makeup), Kyle 
Kadow (Grip), Damien Blue (Camera Operator).

Courtesy Photo
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From the Editorial Board
Our Opinion...

SCOWL!  SNARL!  GRUMBLE!
Many of you proba-

bly watched Pres-
ident Trump’s “State of 
the Union” address to the 
Joint Session of Congress 
on Tuesday night.  If not, 
you have probably seen the 
news clips and sound bites 
by now.  We watched main-
ly to assess the reception of 
the president’s comments 
of his vision for America.  
All presidents need the 
U. S. Congress in order to 
achieve most of their goals 
for the American people.  
Our general feeling was it 
doesn’t look good.  Sadly, 
we did not see much will-
ingness from the Demo-
crats to work together for 
any overall goodness.  It 
was a very one-sided parti-
san affair.  

We all know America is 
very divided at this time 
in our history.  From the 
reactions of the Democrats 
it looks like it will stay 
that way.  President Trump 
spoke of a wonderful plan 
that should help unite and 
strengthen America.  He 
described several programs 
to put “America First” and 
to focus our country’s re-
sources and energies on 
the American people.  He 
asked Congress to help, 
and for all Americans to 
help renew their pride in 
America.  Wouldn’t you 

think that all our elected 
representatives would sup-
port those ideals and con-
cepts?  Well you would be 
wrong. 

Not long ago the Demo-
crats publicly announced 
an all-out plan to oppose 
anything and everything 
that President Trump wants 
to accomplish.  Resisting 
the agenda of an opposition 
party president is somewhat 
normal.  But after watching 
many, many of these an-
nual addresses there was a 
very abnormal display of 
division and disunity.  To 
make sure that President 
Trump knew they had no 
intention of working with 
him they started announc-
ing several days before that 
they were bringing “spe-
cial” guests.  Most were 
foreigners.  On the oth-
er hand President Trump 
brought a cross section of 
Americans which haven’t 
been getting much atten-
tion the last eight years.  
His guests included the 
survivors of murdered law 
enforcement officers, rel-
atives of citizens killed by 
illegal immigrants and the 
wife of the U.S. Navy Seal 
who was recently killed in 
Yemen.  When Mrs. Owens 
was introduced, and re-
ceived a long standing ova-
tion honoring her husband, 

many of the top Democrats 
like Pelosi, Sanders, Elli-
son and Murray wouldn’t 
even stand.   Really de-
plorable.  They also made 
their disgust for President 
Trump known in many 
other ways.  The Demo-
crat women all wore white 
to show the president they 
still consider him a sexist 
and misogynist.  Maxine 
Waters, the congresswom-
an from California that 
called the Trump Cabinet 
“scumbags,” didn’t even 
attend. Very sad.

As President Trump out-
lined plans to cut taxes, fix 
the economy, strengthen 
the military, fix immigra-
tion, stop illegal immigra-
tion, reduce crime, provide 
school choice, repeal and 
replace Obamacare and 
balance the trade deficit 
the Democrats scowled, 
snarled and groaned and 
sat on their hands.  When 
he mentioned the recent 
program he set up jointly 
with Canada to help wom-
en entrepreneurs start or 
grow their businesses even 

the “ladies in white” didn’t 
respond.  It was shameful.  
Another bad moment of 
the night for the Democrats 
was when President Trump 
was describing the need 
to better protect American 
citizens.  He announced 
that he had directed the 
Director of Homeland Se-
curity to create a special 
office to do just that called 
VOICE.  That stands for 
the “Victims of Immigra-
tion Crimes Engagement.”  
As he said it the Democrats 
actually groaned loudly.  It 
was the equivalent of a soft 
boo.  Our first thought was 
who do the Democrats re-
ally support in America?  
Citizens or illegal immi-
grants?  It is not clear who 
comes first with them.

Watching the demeanor of 
the Democrats was very 
concerning.  From the mo-
ment President Trump en-
tered the room the “hate” 
was noticeable and inten-
tional.  One only had to 
look at the faces of Schum-
er, Pelosi, Hoyer, Warren 
and Booker.  At one point 

Senator Booker, the NJ 
Senator that plans to run 
for president in 2020, was 
caught checking his watch 
when President Trump 
was speaking about a more 
united America.  We guess 
he was totally uninterested.  
As soon as the President 
ended with “God Bless 
America” the Democrats 
hastily ran for the aisles.  
It was a sad and un-Amer-
ican display by the Dem-
ocrats last Tuesday night.  
We can only hope they 
will eventually put their 
country, American citizens 
and the economy ahead of 
their partisan ideology and 
help “Make America Great 
Again.”

Good job, Mr. President.  It 
was an inspirational speech 
and we support you and en-
courage you to push ahead 
with your plans to renew 
the American spirit with 
or without the Democrats.  
We are with you and the 
initials polls show that the 
people are overwhelmingly 
with you also.  And God 
Bless you, Mr. Trump.   

SENTINELSENTINEL
SANGRE DE CRISTOSANGRE DE CRISTO

The Voice 
of Conservative 

Colorado!

We believe that free-
dom is a gift from 

God and not granted to us 
by politicians or govern-
ments. Freedom demands 
responsible behavior of 
all citizens and must be 
consistent with the truths 
expressed in the great moral 
and governing guides as The 
Ten Commandments, The 
Declaration of Independence, 
The U.S. Constitution and 
The Bill of Rights. 

These were the principles 
that guided our founding 
fathers and which we believe 
are still relevant. These are 
the principles that will guide 
our reporting and be the basis 
of all our views.

We will not be constrained 
by the illogical, misleading 
and inaccurate thinking and 
use of “political correctness” 
but by truth, facts, logic and 
common sense.
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POWER OUTAGE? NO PROBLEM!
GP POWER SYSTEMS

Serving your needs, BIG & small since 1992
Made & Assembled in America!Contact Glenn at

719-371-8625

Also, Repair & Service on Small Engines & ATV‛s

We Sell & Service 

Locally 
and to 

Surround
ing Cou

nties

PROPANE
...a golden rule company

Residential • Commercial • Agricultural
Full Service Company • Appliances • Lease Tanks

24 Hour Emergency Service

719.269.1000 
3365 E. Hwy. 50 • Cañon City, CO 81212

enxxpropane@bresnan.net

When injustice becomes law, resistance becomes duty.
Thomas Jefferson - Third President of the United States

2980 Ute Street   Cañon City   719-275-6911   www.ricksprocessing.com

bulk beef  sale
Use Your Tax Refund & Save Money

On Whole or Half Beef
Grain Fed Beef

Grass Fed Beef Bundles - $250
41 Pounds of Steaks, Roast & Burgers

$3.59/Pound 
Hanging Weight

Half Includes:
Prime Cuts &  Burger

Plus bonus 3 whole 
chickens & 5 Lbs. sausage

$3.59/Pound 
Hanging Weight

Whole Includes:
Prime Cuts &  Burger

Plus bonus 6 whole 
chickens & 10 Lbs. sausage

Since 1945
Cut, Wrapped & Froze
To Your Specifi cations

Only USDA 
Inspected Plant 

in Fremont County
Paper wrapped or 

Cryovack available

Call & Order Your
Hogs Today!
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KOHLER. 
Generators 

FINNEY DRILLING 

" EXCAVATING INC. 
"We take the time to do the job right" 
Larry & Cathy Finney, Owners • Fourth Generation Driller 

Water Wells • Septic Systems• Foundation Excavating 
Well & Septic Permit Applications• Free On-Site Planning & Estimates 

Friendly Service , Licensed # 1358 , Bonded , Insured , Competitive Pricing 

719-275-9525 • larryfinneydrilling@gmail.com • Canon City 

Foundations 
Septic System Contractor 
Road Grading 
Landscape Installation 
Waterlines 
Basements 
Site Work 
Trenching 
Hauling 
etc. 

\ 

Derek Pearl 
drkprl@gmail.com 

xx 
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From the Editorial Board

“We the People” Speak

Please send your submissions to us at sdc.sentinel@gmail.com, mail them or bring them in to the office at 610 Main St., Westcliffe CO 81252.
Rules: We will print, at our discretion, the thoughts and ideas of our fellow citizen-patriots. Please limit your offerings to 500 words or less. No profanity or  
vulgarity, no personal attacks, and please sign your name and give us the general location of your residence. Also please provide your phone number or email - for 
confirmation only.   The opinions expressed here are solely those of the author; they do not reflect the opinions held or endorsed by the Sentinel. 

Letters to the Editor

If there is no evidence 
against a Republican, the 

Dems call for an investiga-
tion; if there is no evidence 
against a Dem they say there 
should be no investigation. 
If Trump doesn’t do every-
thing perfect the Dems say 
he is inept and if Dems do 
nothing good at all they are 
called wonderful. If Obama 
says “God” in any context 
he is praised for his faith but 
if Melania recites the Lord’s 
Prayer she is bashed for 
“preying” on the people. 

I saw Chris Wallace on Fox 
Sunday attack Reince Prie-
bus, interrupting him, treat-
ing him very badly, implying 
Trump is acting like a dic-
tator, but he allowed Rush 
Limbaugh to pretty much 
speak his mind without in-
terruption. The reason, Rush 
won’t tolerate abuse by a 
journalist or the journalist 

doesn’t get the interview, 
period. The same reporters 
who ask “tough questions” 
never ask Dems those same 
“tough questions”. Did 
Elijah Cummins ever ask 
Hillary tough questions on 
Benghazi? Those who want 
to investigate General Fly-
nn, did they question Susan 
Rice? Or did they question 
Koskinen or Lois Lerner? 
(IRS) 

I think people define them-
selves by their actions, like 
John McCain and Lindsey 
Graham, showing they are 
true RINOs and Washington, 
D.C. insiders, holding only 
to their own power structure. 
I see large crowds support-
ing Trump because he has 
done more in 40 days in of-
fice than Obama did in eight 
years for the American peo-
ple. The people who say he 
is “not my president” were 

very much against those of 
us who said Obama wasn’t 
their president. Where is 
their tolerance that they 
asked for? The Dems have 
lost their minds, the media 
has lost all credibility, Hol-
lywood has shown their total 
disdain for rational people 
and liberals have proven 
themselves to be totally hyp-
ocritical in who and what 
they support. I say leave 
them alone to scream them-
selves into hoarseness and 
total oblivion. I say, once 
again, don’t believe every-
thing you hear on Fox News, 
nothing you hear on any 
other news outlet and don’t 
even watch what comes out 
of Hollywood. As the Bible 
says, “You will know them 
by their fruits.”

Bill Bailey, 
Westcliffe, CO

The Hypocritical Divide

The election is over.  
President Trump won. 

We are watching the Dem-
ocrat/Left display patho-
logical disintegration. But 
this lock-step-brain-freeze 
goes much deeper than E 
D D (Election Derange-
ment Disorder).

Progressive Leftists are 
emotionally committed to 
a fierce dream that includes 
enforced equality in which 
everyone is taken care of 
by taxing the rich until 
the rich no longer exist. 
Schools and universities 
that do not allow hurtful 
or offensive ideas and cli-
mate change (even though 
it has been changing since 
the beginning of time) that 
is blamed on humans who 
must be extorted to pay for 
world poverty. For them, 
nations should have no 
borders and no armies. Ed-
ucation, health care, food 
and housing must be free.  
Abortion and euthanasia 
must be commonplace.

Democrat/Left/Progres-
sives are so passionately 
committed to this dream of 
heaven on earth that they 
see every person who op-
poses their dream as hope-
lessly evil -- and that fuels 
their hate and rage.  What 
decent, sentient person 
could oppose this dream 
of open borders, guaran-
teed wages and a world of 
diverse people sharing one 
beautiful, global family?

Since they see themselves 
as saviors of the planet and 
mankind, they are mem-
bers of an army of saints 
- social redeemers - who 
must ferociously fight the 
deplorable party of the 
damned. For these moral-
ly superior elites, reality 
is optional. The seductive 
promise of Godless Marx-
ist global utopia in the 
20th Century (Fascism, 
Nazism, Communism) 
resulted in mountains of 
over 100 million corps-
es. Democrat Socialism 

(also Marxist) is a miser-
able failure in Europe. The 
people of Venezuela rose 
up against it and Cuba is 
poverty-ridden and op-
pressed because of it. 

No matter the lawlessness 
of Hillary.  No matter the 
blighted, crime-ridden 
U.S. cities run by Demo-
crats. No matter the his-
torical proof that socialism 
begets poverty and capi-
talism begets prosperity. 
Progressives fight tire-
lessly against us, the vile 
enemies of their “magnif-
icent” dream.  Compare 
that to many Republicans 
who are lukewarm about 
preserving the Constitu-
tion and passive about 
the virtues of capitalism. 
We are blessed by God 
Almighty that President 
Trump understands this 
and will fight for our Re-
public against staggering 
odds.    

Donna Sweere,  
Westcliffe, CO

More Than Election  
Derangement Disorder

2016
F250

Up To

$9,000
Off MSRP

See just how much you can save 
on all of our trucks at

WWW.FARICYFORD.COM
MSRP $53,615, STK #GEC30688.  ALL PRICES PLUS TAX, TAG & TITLE.  

PHOTOS FOR ILLUSTRATION PURPOSES ONLY.

719-269-9911

2501 Fremont Drive
Cañon City

Remaining In-Stock 2016 F250s

106 S. Second St., Westcli� e CO 81252

Providing Energy Needs To Remote Areas
Off Grid & Grid Tied Systems
Custom Design & Maintenance

Free Site Evaluations

www.sunshinesolarandwind.com
Gary Cage - coloman62@gmail.com

Cell: 719.371.6551
Post Offi ce Box 1426
Westcliffe, CO 81252

All Brand New & New on Market 
Comfortable Living, No Utility Bills, Ready for Horses 

I t's all brand new, very energy effi-
cient home/cabin, horse property 

on 35 ac. +/- offers a unique oppor­
tunity for the discriminating buyer. A 
solar system with the very latest tech­
nology runs the entire operation. The 
home with 896 SF, 2-car garage, horse 
stall and hay storage room are all 

__ __. within a metal building with outstand­
ing insulation in roof, walls and engi­

neered insulated floor. The home has 1 BD and 
1 BA. Enter the living room with a wood stove 
and windows that capture the stunning 14,000 
FT peaks of the Sangre de Cristo Mountain 
Range. There is a dining area, kitchen with hick­
ory cabinets, laundry plus an addition room 
that could have a number of uses. The property 

consists of 35 ac +/-, domestic 3 gpm well, perimeter fencing and cross fenced with 
4 strand high tensile horse friendly wire. Excellent grass cover for livestock. This 
property lends itself to being adaptable to meet your present and future needs. 
Make an appointment to see how this efficient could work for you. Offered at 
$235,000. 

Westcliffe Home and Ranch· 719-783-3343 • www.westcliffeco.com 
Bruce: 719-269-7716 • brucelind@rocketmail.com 

Diane: 719-371-2496 ·dkkrose@aol.com 

Lucy: 719-429-0543 • lucy@westcliffeco.com 
~~S'fCl.Jpp~ 

Hom.e 'li Ranch 

~ -ID- LINCOLN 

FARICY 
CANON CITY, COLORADO 

faricvford.com 
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The Excellence in Educa-
tion Committee would 

like to express its gratitude 
for the overwhelming com-
munity support given via 
contributions during the 
2016 Wet Mountain Val-
ley Community Founda-
tion Spirit Campaign. The 
staff and students of Custer 
County Schools thank you.

The Committee was es-
tablished in 2008 with the 
purpose of raising funds for 
the school to finance pro-
grams that fall outside the 
resources provided by the 
public school system. The 
funds raised by the Spir-
it Campaign and from the 

Spring Celebration Dinner, 
as well as from many indi-
vidual donations, support 
programs at the school in-
cluding GOT IT (graduate 
on time), Adopt-A-Class 
and the Volunteer Program. 
Additionally, each year the 
administrators identify oth-
er areas of need, including 
programs like Camp Jack-
son for the middle school 
students, technology and 
classroom purchases, and 
teacher in-service oppor-
tunities. Grants from El  
Pomar, The Sangre Electric 
Company and The Chil-
dren’s Health Fund have 
allowed us to fund more 

programs including a pre-
school outreach program, 
and summer enrichment 
programs for students of all 
ages.

Excellence in Education 
continues to seek out fund-
ing for future projects via 
grants and donations from 
community members. Our 
biggest fundraising event is 
the Annual Spring Celebra-
tion Dinner which will be 
held Thursday, June 1st at 
the Hillside Hall. Save the 
date on your calendar and 
watch for more information 
about this entertaining and 
inspiring event!

Excellence in Education: 
Thank You to Supporters

Windsor, CO - Last week, Westcliffe 
native Twila Geroux brought home a 
“Top Gun” award from Hayden Out-
doors, Colorado’s leading rural land 
real estate brokerage. Geroux exceeded 
land sales goals and lead the way with 
the most sales transactions in 2016. 
Hayden Outdoors successfully sold 
over 200 rural properties last year and 
continues to represent buyers and sell-
ers of rural land across an eight state 
region, being named one of America’s 
Best Brokerages by Land Report mag-
azine for six years running. Geroux’s 
office is located at 214 Main St., West-
cliffe, CO. (719) 783-2709. Learn more 
at www.HaydenOutdoors.com.

“Top Gun” Twila

Dear Editor;

The American Legion 
Westcliffe Post 170 

extends a HUGE THANK 
YOU to all the supporters 
that made donations to the 
Wet Mountain Valley Com-
munity Foundation for our 
non-profit Americanism 
Program, Colorado Boys 
State 2017. These contribu-

tions are made available to 
any high school junior boy, 
to attend the American Le-
gion Colorado Boys State. 
This program is cost free 
to the boys and their fam-
ilies due to the generous 
donations of the citizens of 
Custer County, Westcliffe 
and Silver Cliff.

Thank you to each of you 

for helping the American 
Legion Post 170 make a 
difference in the future 
leaders of America. 

Sincerely,

Larry Lowe, Commander
Westcliffe Post 170

Carol Kennedy, Boys State 
Chairman
Westcliffe Post 170

Thank You From  
American Legion

Press Release

Community Emergency Response 
Team (CERT) training  is being 

offered by the Custer County Office of 
Emergency Management this month at 
the Search and Rescue Building located 
at 710 Rosita Avenue in Westcliffe.  The 
training is free to adults over 18, and 
participants receive a “go pack” of ma-
terials and equipment to help you help 
yourself, your family and the communi-
ty in the event of a disaster upon course 
completion.

CERT training is required of all volun-
teers wanting to respond in any way to 
any disaster that might occur in Custer 
County.

Some of the things you will learn in 
CERT training are how to:
•	 Identify and anticipate hazards	

•	 Mitigate (or reduce) hazards
•	 Extinguish small fires	
•	 Assist emergency responders
•	 Conduct light search and rescue	
•	 Set up medical treatment areas
•	 Apply basic medical techniques	
•	 Help reduce survivor stress
•	 How to be an asset in other  

community events		
•	 How to accurately document events

The CERT training will be held  at the 
following times:
Friday, March 24 – 6 p.m. to 9 p.m.
Saturday, March 25 – 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Friday, March 31 – 6 p.m. to 9 p.m.
Saturday, April 1 – 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

To register for the CERT training class, 
please do so by email at custer.cert@
gmail.com  or by phone at 719-285-
5507 through April 18th.

CERT Training Offered  
in March

Twila Geroux

Courtesy photo

ANNE’S GROOMING
615 A Main Street, Westcliffe

719-371-0728
Tuesday - Saturday 8 am - 5 pm

anneburke671@gmail.com
Bring in this ad to receive 10% off!

All Breed Dog & Cat Grooming
The public is invited to attend the ‘Cliffs Action Revitalization Team (CART) 

Three to Five Year Strategic Plan 
Revealed March 14th at Cliff Lanes Community Room - 6:00 pm.

VISION  
The ‘Cliffs, A Cultural Destination With A Thriving Local Economy.

MISSION  
Foster Economic Prosperity And a Strong Sense of Community 

While Preserving and Enhancing the Historic Charm and Natural Beauty of the ‘Cliffs.
‘CLIFFS AREAS OF EMPHASIS/FOCUS

• Low-Impact Tourism
• Support tourism that attracts visitors who want to experience the ‘Cliffs natural   

beauty, culture, and history
• Leverage Local
• Support local businesses, build on local assets, cultivate and promote local talent
      to further enhance the local community

 Meet the CART consulting team and Board of Directors to learn about what CART          
is doing to support the ‘Cliffs Commercial District and serve the community.             

Info at thecliffscolorado.com.

C.A.R.T. ‘CLIFFS ACTION REVITALIZATION TEAM

P.O. Box 858 
Cañon City, CO 81215 719.371.6576

AWS-CWI
ASNT-ACCP Level II

Insured
AWS Certified

Pipe & Structural

Folks,

What an excellent speech 
by the President. My first 
in over eight years as I 
would never watch Obum-
mer speak much less look 
at him. I was not surprised 
by the reaction of the Dem-

ocrats and loved it when 
especially talking about 
Obamacare he pointed to-
wards the Democrats when 
he mentioned it being a di-
saster. There were no loss 
of tears during the mention 
of the honoring of the wife 
of the Navy SEAL Ryan 

Owen who was recently 
killed.

A great speech by a Pres-
ident who will be a great 
President second only to 
Ronald Reagan.

Steve Levine,
Pueblo West, CO

Excellent  
Presidential Address



by George Gramlich

Colorado Data Services 
(CDS), owned by 

Bryan Bassett, employs 
several local professional, 
friendly and knowledge-
able computer experts to 
serve their customers as 
quickly and efficiently 
as possible. You can rest 
assured that CDS main-
tains the highest level of 
confidentiality with your 

information. CDS will 
come to your location or 
you can stop by our shop. 
CDS’s customer base spans 
from individual to large 
corporate offi ce.

CDS’s services include, 
but are not limited to: diag-
nostics, virus, malware and 
spyware removal; software 
and hardware repair or re-
placement; laptop screen 
and keyboard replace-

ments; secure data transfer; 
PCI and HIPPA compli-
ance; custom built comput-

ers and servers; networking 
and network security; in-
stallation of security cam-
era systems; cabling; hospi-
tality Wi-Fi installation; and 
new and used inventory.

CDS is open Monday 
through Friday, 8 a.m. to 5 
p.m. If you have any ques-

tions, please feel free to con-
tact CDS at (719) 276-2591. 
CDS is located at 307 Main 
Street, Cañon City. Their 
website is www.CDSCanon.
com and their email address 
is cds@cdscanon.com. 

CDS’s manager is Sandy 
Merriam. In-house tech-
nicians are: Randy von 
Holdt, Dennis Strimback 
and Brendan Sanchez. The 
front offi ce is staffed by 
Diana Skerjanec.
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COLORADO DATA SERVICES: 
Computer Professionals in Cañon City

“We like what we do 
and want you to enjoy 

your computer too.”

Technician Randy von Holdt.

Photos by George Gramlich

HOLT FAMILY
Funeral Homes & Crematory

Funeral Home * Reception Center 
Crematory * Cemetery * Mausoleum 

Columbarium * Scattering Garden 
Pre-Need Funeral Planning

Serving Fremont and Custer Counties with 
Honesty and Integrity for Four Generations

“A shelter of care during 
the stormy times of life”

Holt Family 
Florence Historic Chapel
120 N. Pikes Peak Avenue
Florence
719-784-6389

Holt Family 
Chapel Of The Garden          
806 Macon Avenue                                  
Cañon City                                                
719-275-4113                          

GIVE YOUR KIDS A PRECIOUS GIFT
Make your cremation, funeral, 
or cemetery plans in advance   

Premier Service.........Most Affordable

HOLT FAMILY FUNERAL HOME

*will only double down payment up to $2,000 more. Good towards new & pre-owned 
vehicles only. Select models only. See dealer for details. Offer expires 3/31/17.

For a limited time, bring 
us your tax refund and 

we’ll double it using 
available manufacturer 
rebates and incentives 

up to $2,000!*

This Month Only We Will

Double
Up To $2,000.

Your down payment

0% APR Financing Available 
on select models with 

approved credit!
First Time

Buyer Assistance!
Live Radio Remotes Every 

Saturday In March!

with Free Giveaways 
and Dogs N Burgers 
from 11am-2pm by 

Scanga Meat Company!

T&C Discount $5241 + $2000 Ford Factory Discount + $5250 Ford Rebates + $500 Ford Finance Bonus = $12991 discount off msrp. Price 
excludes tax, tag, title and license. Price includes dealer handling fees. All factory incentives included. See dealer for complete details. Artwork for 

illustration purposes only, dealer not responsible for typographical errors. All offers valid on select in stock units only. Offers expire 3/31/17.

New 2016 Ford
F-150 XLT SuperCrew 4x4

Get over $12,000 off MSRP
MSRP $52,990 | STK #F735

PURCHASE
PRICE $39,999

cast as the villain and rode 
a big beautiful bay gelding 
through countless “takes”, 
causing the phrase, “just 
one more” to become the 
joke of the day!  Max un-
derwent extensive makeup 
to make his face look really 
terrible and then rode like 
the wind carrying a fl ag 
in a remote location of the 
ranch. Filming wrapped up 
after dark back at the ranch 
house.  

Jacob Banks, who is on tour, 
and his girlfriend Chelsea, 
from L.A., arrived on-
scene Tuesday afternoon to 
see fi rsthand how the shoot 
was progressing.  Banks’ 
music genre includes soul, 
R&B and hip-hop.  This is 
his fi rst professional music 
video since signing with 
Interscope Records and is 
for the song “Unholy War”.  
The story is a dramatization 

portraying Banks as a boy.

On the high-pressure shoot-
ing day, Elin Parker Gan-
schow of Music Meadows 
Ranch provided food for 
everyone with her signature 
Sangres Best beef stew and 
rib eye dinner that night.  
Rhoda facilitated the entire 
event, including creating 
the costume for Max from 
Amish trousers by Joe Ra-
ber and an oil skin duster, 
and details such as dark 
stain for the saddle leather.  

Director Cody LaPlant 
said, “You guys truly made 
the trip an unforgettable 
experience.”  Crew mem-
ber Ryan said that of 150 
shoots he has done, the Mu-
sic Meadows team was the 
most accommodating he’d 
ever experienced. Every-
one involved parted ways 
as new friends.  Elin quips, 
“We will not be the least bit 
surprised to see these folks 
back at the ranch one day!”

VIDEO
from page 1

Your Local Experts for all 
Your Computer Needs

307 Main Street
Cañon City
(719) 276-2591

Monday - Friday 
8 a.m. - 5 p.m.COLORADO DATA 

SERVICES 

I 

719-539-6633 931 E Hwy 50, Salida CO TCFordSalida.com1 
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by Larry Luikart, Reporter

Thursday afternoon, Febru-
ary 9, 2017, eleven college 

students gathered in the Multi-
purpose Room at Custer County 
C-1 School District to work on 
a Community Service Project. 
These students from a variety of 
Colorado Colleges and Univer-
sities were participating in the 
Rural Colorado Teacher Event. 
The event, spanning nearly three 
days, included an introduction 
into the joys and the challenges 
involved while teaching in a rural 
environment. The students heard 
presentations on real estate, took 
a community tour, participated 
in the Professional Development, 
worked with the teachers and staff 
at the school in the classroom, did 
a community service project and 
were guests at community dinner. 

This reporter was privileged to 
spend two hours with the students 
as they worked on their communi-
ty service project, building picnic 
tables for the school. The students 
graciously agreed to take time 
from their busy schedule to fill out 
a survey I created. I received ten 
surveys from the eleven students. 
Here are the highlights of what 
these fine young people said: 

How has the experience been so 
far? “Westcliffe has a wonderful 
staff and incredible students. I had 
a wonderful time with everyone.” 
“I loved talking to the kids and 
being allowed to help in the class-
room. The tour was informative.” 
“I have been very impressed by 
the teachers and students here.” 
“The town really opened up to us 
as guests.” Once again the open-
ness and cordiality of the Custer 
County people was obvious and 
appreciated by the students. 

The purpose of this event was 
to help students think about a 

career in rural education. They 
were asked, “has this experience 
altered your thinking regard-
ing rural education?” “It has. I 
would definitely consider work-
ing as a rural teacher.” “I think it 
is valuable, I am just not sure it 
is the right fit for my family right 
now.” “Definitely, I love the true 
community feel and supportive 
teaching environment.” “I am 
realizing how much unity it takes, 
and I love seeing everyone work-
ing so closely together.” 

Each student was asked to provide 
some information regarding their 
concentration, (major) and since 
Education majors are becoming 

as rare as hen's teeth if they in-
tended to stay in Colorado once 
they finished their education. 
The majors included: Chemis-
try, Mathematics, Social Studies, 
Special Education, Art Education 
and Elementary Music. Three of 
the students are working on Mas-

ter’s degrees in Curriculum and 
Instruction, Special Education  
and Elementary Education. Six of 
the students will stay in Colorado, 
two will not and two aren’t sure.

The continued decline in Col-
orado’s rural population, lack 

of teachers, the high cost of liv-
ing, and other factors are going 
to change the way education is 
delivered in small counties like 
Custer. The students were asked to 
comment on “the future of rural 
education in Colorado.” “I am a 
bit worried. In Westcliffe, the cost 

of living is high and the pay is low 
with not many options for finding 
work for the spouse.” “I definitely 
think rural schools need to give 
teachers competitive pay.” “This 
experience has made me want to 
teach in a rural setting.” 

In conjunction with the above ques-
tion, the students were asked about 
their major concerns in teaching in 
a district like Custer C-1. “High 
cost of living, low wages.” 

“The lifestyle change of pace.” 
“Housing.” “There are not many 
young people in the community.” 
“It isn’t so much the teaching as 
the culture shock of a small town.”

The students were asked if “the 
current Teacher Housing Proj-
ect would have a positive or 
negative effect on their attitude 
regarding rural teaching.” All 
ten agreed this a very positive sit-
uation.  “What a great way to take 
care of teachers.” “If I were sin-
gle or married without children I 
would love it.” 

These students interact with their 
peers on a daily basis so they were 
asked, “why are so few going into 
education as a career?” All ten 
responded “low pay.” Although 
they elaborated with ideas such 
as, “cost of schooling teachers,” 
“long work hours,” “education 
system in general,” and “educa-
tors don’t make enough money for 
the requirements.” These young 
people are very savvy in their 

thinking and they know how to 
calculate a cost/benefit analysis. 
College educations are so expen-
sive these days leaving students 
with very high student loan debt 
most of them are unwilling to go 
into a profession that does not of-
fer a reasonable return on the in-
vestment. 

These students are the next gen-
eration of educators and they 
were asked to comment on their 
greatest joys and challenges for 
their career. “I love teaching. It 
brings me joy! The kids are great. 
Parents are my challenge and at-
tendance issues with kids.”  “My 
greatest joy would be to empower 
students to realize their potential. 
My greatest challenge would be 
the lack of funding in education.” 
“I think the greatest joy is see-
ing students grow and I think a 
challenge would be diversity and 
teaching skills.” 

Each student was given an op-
portunity to comment. “I am 
thankful for the experience, and 
enjoyed being in such an inviting 
community of people. I could see 
myself in a community such as 
this or Custer County in the fu-
ture.” “It sounds like it is hard to 
find a place to live and there were 
so many downfalls to living here. 
I am also concerned by the com-
plete lack of diversity here. I loved 
seeing the community members 
they are so sweet and welcoming. 
Mark seems to really connect with 
the teachers which is amazing.!” 
“It was a joyful, accommodating, 
and knowledge building experi-
ence.” 

The maturity, candor and intel-
ligence displayed by this group 
of students indicates no matter 
where they decide to teach, rural 
or urban, their students will be 
their priority. The communities 
in which they live will be better 
served, and the future of educa-
tion will be promoted with great 
professionalism. 

Rural Teaching Recruitment Event
Participants Interviewed

Top left photo; Jason Ismail and others survey the task at hand. 
Top right photo; Elana Allen. Bottom  photo; L to R; Lily Niles, 
Heamer Rigann, Alexandra Hewitt, Casey Johnson and Whitney 
Hoffman pose with their completed picnic table.

Photos by Larry Luikart

Bobcat Wrestlers  
At State Tournament

THE CUSTER COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT 
HAS OPENINGS FOR 

SUBSTITUTE TEACHERS AT ALL LEVELS  
Applications are available at the administration office Monday-         
Thursday from 8:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. or please visit the district’s 
webpage at http://www.custercountyschools.org/#!employment/c17c; 
scroll down to the section marked “Applications” to download and 
complete the “Substitute Application”.  Applicants will need to be      
licensed through the Colorado Department of Education.  For more 
information, please contact Kathy Schickling at (719)783-4950.  

In compliance with Titles VI & VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, 
Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, Section 504 of the 
Rehabilitation Act of 1973, the Age Discrimination in Employment 
Act of 1967, the Americans with Disabilities Act, the Genetic Informa-
tion Nondiscrimination Act of 2008, and Colorado law, Custer County 
School District C-1 does not unlawfully discriminate on the basis of 
race, color, sex, religion, national origin, ancestry, creed, age, mari-
tal status, sexual orientation, genetic information, disability or need 
for special education services in admissions, access to, treatment or 
employment in educational programs or activities which it operates.  
Complaint procedures have been established for students, parents, 
employees and members of the public.  The following person(s) have 
been identified as the compliance officer for the district: Secondary 
Principal, 709 Main Street, Westcliffe, CO  81252.  (719)783-2291

In celebration of St. Patrick's Day, you'll save some green when 
you sign up during March. Get a discount of $25.00 off your 
installation.* With download speeds up to 50 Mbps, your new 
internet plan may make your friends green with envy. 

CALL 800-657-7149 
TO SIGN UP AND SAVE 

MENTION PROMO CODE LUCKYAD 

~SECOM 800-657-7149 
402 Santa Fe 
La Junta, CO 81050 
www.secom.net 

~ 
@) 

C!J 

*Service availability and internet speeds will depend on location. Call us i 
for complete details. ] 
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KIDS

Corner

John F. Kennedy was President of the United States from 1961 until 1963, when 
he was assassinated. He is remembered for his many accomplishments. One of 
his greatest achievements, in my mind, was creating the Peace Corps. 

The Peace Corps is an organization of American volunteers who work in de-
veloping countries to raise the living standards of the people in those countries.

The mission of the Peace Corps is to promote world peace and friendship by pro-
viding qualifi ed volunteers to interested countries in need of trained manpower, 
by fostering a better understanding of Americans on the part of the people served 
and by fostering a better understanding of other people on the part of Americans.

During the 60’s and the 70’s thousands of young Americans signed up to serve 
in underdeveloped areas in Latin America, Asia and Africa. They worked side by 
side with the people in these areas of the world, teaching in their schools, build-
ing sewer and water systems, helping in farming and agricultural settings, in the 
medical fi eld and many other projects.

The creation of the Peace Corps dates back to an impromptu speech during 
Senator John F. Kennedy’s campaign. Senator Kennedy arrived in Ann Arbor, 
Michigan, October 14, 1960, at 2 a.m. to get a little rest and sleep. Awaiting him 
were 10,000 University of Michigan students eager to hear him speak. That early 
morning, he issued a challenge to those college students: 

“How many of you who are going to be doctors, are willing to spend your days 
in Ghana? Technicians or engineers, how many of you are willing to work in the 
foreign service and spend your lives traveling around the world? On your will-
ingness to do that, not merely to serve one year or two years in the service, but on 
your willingness to contribute part of your life to this country, I think will depend 
the answer whether a free society can compete. I think it can!...... So I come here 
tonight to go to bed! But I also come here tonight to ask you to join in the effort... 
I come here tonight asking your support for this country over the next decade.” 
He received an enthusiastic response.

On March 1, 1961, President John F. Kennedy following up on the idea he 
launched at the University of Michigan, signed an executive order establishing 
the Peace Corps. 

The Peace Corps today continues to send thousands of volunteers to countries 
all over the world.

The Peace Corps

by Audrey Slater, Sources: peacecorps.gov, psu.edu/org/peace_corps/
   history.html,history.com

 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday
 Breakfast Breakfast Breakfast Breakfast  
  Choice of Cereal Choice of Cereal Choice of Cereal Biscuit & Gravy  
 Fruit Fruit Fruit Fruit
 Milk Milk Milk Milk
 Lunch Elem. Lunch Elem. Lunch Elem. Lunch Elem.   
 Sausage Pizza Burger Chili w/Chips Breakfast Burrito Salisbury Steak/ Roll
  Green Beans Cheese Sticks & Tater Tots Black Beans Mashed Potato/Gravy
 Fruit Fruit Peach Crisp  Fruit
 Milk Milk  Milk  Milk

Bobcat Menu • March 6- March 9, 2017

Elementary: Main Dish, Grain Product, Veg., Fruit, and Milk
Middle & High: Main Dish, (Or Premade Chef Salad), Grain Product, Vegetable, Fruit and Milk

A’la Carte Items To Be Sold To M.S. & H.S. Only

 Lunch MS & HS Lunch MS & HS Lunch MS & HS Lunch MS & HS  
 Mexican Pizza Chili Tots Breakfast Burrito Salisbury Steak/ Roll
        Tossed Salad & Gr Beans Cheese Sticks Black Beans Mashed Potato/Gravy
  Fruit Corn Bread & Fruit  Peach Crisp Corn & Fruit        
 Milk Milk  Milk  Milk

Bobcats Sport Schedule
HS Boys & HS Girls Regional Tournament
When: Fri, March 3, 9 a.m. – 4 p.m.
Where: Alamosa 

HS Boys & HS Girls Regional Tournament
When; Sat, March 4, 9 a.m. – 4 p.m.
Where: Alamosa

JV Baseball-AWAY v Sierra Grande
When: Sat, March 4, 4:30 p.m. – 6:30 p.m.
Where: Sierra Grande 

Goal Miners Soccer
When: Sun, March 5, 12:30 p.m. – 1:30 p.m.
Where: West Gym 

HS Track Meet - Pueblo Early Bird
departure at 7:45 a.m.

When: Sat, March 11, 9:45 a.m. – 4 p.m.
Where: CSU-Pueblo 

JV Baseball-AWAY v Walsenburg
When: Sat, March 11, 10 a.m. – 1 p.m.
Where: Walsenburg

I was sought by those 
who did not ask for Me;

I was found by those 
who did not seek Me.

Isaiah 65:1a  NKJV

by Jim Silver

Three Custer County 
wrestlers competed at 

the State Tournament on 
February 9th through the 
11th. It’s an honor to get 
there and face the oppor-
tunity and challenge of 
matching up against the 
best 2-A wrestlers in Col-
orado. Sophomore Dalton 
Wommack (106 lbs.) made 
the grade as a freshman, 
and this year, made a good 
showing by winning 1 
match before losing 2. We 
can bet that he’s looking 
forward to another trip to 
Denver next wrestling sea-
son.

Ray Perez, also a sopho-
more and wrestling at 132 
lbs., went to State for his 

fi rst time, and went 2 and 
out. Coach Mike Ham 
had particularly encour-
aging words for this wres-
tler, saying that he is in 
the most competitive 2-A 
weight class and yet stood 
in very strong, showing a 
lot of promise for seasons 
yet ahead.

Andy Feldmann, wrestling 
at 145 lbs., in his third time 
of qualifying for State, also 
won 1 and lost 2 matches. 
Andy is a senior, so this was 
his fi nal season of making 
quick work against most of 
his opponents. It has been 
a pleasure to watch him 
on the mat, as well as ob-
serving his leadership with 
younger teammates in both 
football and wrestling.

Coach Ham is a busy man, 
working to build a base of 
younger students—future 
wrestlers for the Custer 
County Bobcats. At the 
present, somehow, he’s fi t-
ting into his schedule both 
middle school and youth 
“pee-wee” wrestlers. Mid-
dle school wrestlers don’t 
have a local tournament, but 
look for a pee-wee tourna-
ment on a Saturday morning 
shortly after Spring Break.

Coach Ham adds that the 
pee-wee program has open 
enrollment on through the 
season. It is for both boys 
and girls, and it all comes 
at no charge to parents. 
Please Call Coach Mike 
Ham for more information 
at (719) 371-7203.

Bobcat Wrestlers 
At State Tournament

THE CUSTER COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT 
HAS OPENINGS FOR 

SUBSTITUTE TEACHERS AT ALL LEVELS  
Applications are available at the administration office Monday-         
Thursday from 8:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. or please visit the district’s 
webpage at http://www.custercountyschools.org/#!employment/c17c; 
scroll down to the section marked “Applications” to download and 
complete the “Substitute Application”.  Applicants will need to be      
licensed through the Colorado Department of Education.  For more 
information, please contact Kathy Schickling at (719)783-4950.  

In compliance with Titles VI & VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, 
Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, Section 504 of the 
Rehabilitation Act of 1973, the Age Discrimination in Employment 
Act of 1967, the Americans with Disabilities Act, the Genetic Informa-
tion Nondiscrimination Act of 2008, and Colorado law, Custer County 
School District C-1 does not unlawfully discriminate on the basis of 
race, color, sex, religion, national origin, ancestry, creed, age, mari-
tal status, sexual orientation, genetic information, disability or need 
for special education services in admissions, access to, treatment or 
employment in educational programs or activities which it operates.  
Complaint procedures have been established for students, parents, 
employees and members of the public.  The following person(s) have 
been identified as the compliance officer for the district: Secondary 
Principal, 709 Main Street, Westcliffe, CO  81252.  (719)783-2291

Dentures, PartialsJared M. Smith, DMD

618 Main Street, Cañon City, CO
275-0661    jaredsmithdmd.com

Same Day
     Porcelain Crowns,
     Bridges, Inlays,
     Onlays, Veneers

Dentures, Partials 

Dental Implants

Advanced Dental Technology

Invisalign

Root Canals

In-Chair Bleaching Available

Laser Soft Tissue Treatment

Digital X-Rays & 3D X-Rays

 

Creating 
Beautiful Smiles 

in Colorado

.
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Dalton Wommack Ray Perez Andy Feldmann
Photos by Jim Silver
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Alpine Lodge
6848 CR 140•Westcliffe

719-783-2660
Thurs. - Sunday  5 - 8 p.m. 

Sunday Brunch  
11 a.m. - 2 p.m. 

Reservations recommended
Badger Clan Café 

S 2nd St. •Westcliffe 
Mon.-Sun 7 a.m. - 4 p.m.

719-783-2507

Belle’s Diner
A Family Restaurant

Closed for Winter

Candy’s Coffee
106 S. 2nd St. .• Westcliffe

719-783-9516
Mon. - Sat., 9 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Chappy’s Bar & Grill 
213 Main St. Westcliffe

719-783-0813 
Mon-Thursday, 11 a.m. - 8 p.m. 

 Sunday 11 p.m. -8 p.m.

Hwy 96 Road House
404 Main St. Silver Cliff

719-783-3331
Sun - Thurs 11 a.m. - 7 p.m.

Fri - Sat 11 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Rancher’s Roost at Cliff Lanes
25 Main St. • Westcliffe

719-783-2147
Mon. - Sun, 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

Sunday 9 p.m. - 3p.m.
Letter Drop Inn

Closed for Winter

Silver Cliff Mountain Inn
700 Ohio Street • Silver Cliff

719/783-2688
Sat. - Wed., 7 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Thurs. & Fri., 7 a.m. - 7:30 p.m.
Open 7 days a week 

Sangrita
Closed for Winter 

Subway 
(inside JR’s Fuel Stop)

425 S. 6th St. • Westcliffe
719/783-2748

Mon.-Sat., 6:30 a.m. - 8 p.m.
Sundays, 7 a.m. - 6 p.m.

Sugar & Spice Mtn. Bakery
411 Main St. B • Westcliffe

719-783-4045
Tues. - Fri., 7 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Sat., 7 a.m. - 3 p.m.
 

Tony’s Mountain Pizza 
630 Main St. • Silver Cliff 

719-783-9300 
Mon.- Tues, 4 p.m.-8 p.m. 

Wed.. - Sat., 11 a.m. - 8 p.m.
Sundays, 11 a.m. - 7 p.m.

Christian Science
9:30 a.m. Worship

8 Bassick Place
Westcliffe

Church of Christ
9:30 a.m. Bible Study

10:30 a.m. & 1:30 p.m. 
Worship

Wedn. 6 p.m. Worship
818 Ohio Street

Silver Cliff
719/783-4601

Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter Day Saints

10  a.m. Sacrament Mtg.
12:10 p.m. Sunday School

240 Ridgeline Drive
Westcliffe

719/404-4585

Community United
Methodist Church

8 a.m. Worship
10 a.m. Worship
202 S. 6th Street

Westcliffe
719/783-2511

Cody Park
Community Church

9:30 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Worship
Tuesday, 8:30 a.m.,  

Prayer Mtg.

Wednesday, 7 p.m. Bible 
Study

0157 County Rd. 27A
Cotopaxi

719/942-3462 or  
719/942-3526

Cotopaxi Community Church
9:45 a.m. Sunday School

11 a.m. Worship
6 p.m. Wedn. Bible Study 

20326 Hwy. 50
Cotopaxi

719/315-6339

First Baptist 
Church of Westcliffe

9:30 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Fellowship

10:45 a.m. Worship
6 p.m. Worship
417 S. 6th Street

Westcliffe
719/783-2498

High Country
Mennonite Church
9:30 a.m. Worship

10:45 a.m. Sunday School
110 Rosita Avenue

All Aboard Westcliffe Bldg.
Westcliffe

719/783-9045

Huerfano Community  
Bible Church  

10:30 a.m. Sunday Worship 
7 p.m.: Thursday Bible Study 

603 Leon Street 
Walsenburg

(719) 251-9053

Hope Lutheran Church
9 a.m. Sunday School

10 a.m. Fellowship
10:30 a.m. Worship
3rd & Powell Streets

Westcliffe
719/783-9773

Our Lady of the Assumption
Roman Catholic Church

Diocese of Pueblo
11 a.m. Sunday Mass

10 a.m. Wednesday Mass 
11 a.m.- 2 p.m.  

Wedn. Adoration 
109 S. 5th Street

Westcliffe
719/783-3507

Our Lady of Mt. Zion  
Catholic Church

11 a.m. Mass, 3rd Sunday of 
month

210 S. 2nd Street
Westcliffe

719/783-2491
St. Luke’s Episcopal Church

10:30 a.m. Worship & 
Eucharist

11:30 a.m. Fellowship

3rd & Rosita Streets
Westcliffe

719/783-2477

St. Patrick’s Anglican 
Church

11 a.m. Worship
401 South Second Street

Westcliffe
719/783-2500

Sangre de Cristo  
Fellowship

Sundays, 10 a.m.  
Meet and Greet

Sundays, 10:15 a.m. Service
120 Jerry Court

Westcliffe
719/783-0903

Sangre de Cristo  
Seminary Chapel
10 a.m. Worship

6160 County Rd. 130
Westcliffe

719/783-2447

Sacred Heart  
Catholic Church

    Diocese of Pueblo
   Saturday Mass 4:00 p.m.
    Highway 69, Gardner

719/738-1204

Valley Bible Fellowship
10 a.m. Worship

116 Hermit Lane
Silver Cliff

719/783-9050

Westcliffe Community 
Church

10 a.m. Worship
103 N. Adams St.

Westcliffe
719/783-2545

Wetmore Baptist Church
9:45 a.m. Sunday School

10:45 a.m. Worship
6 p.m. Worship

Junction of Hwy 96 & 67
Wetmore

719/371-1230

Wetmore Community 
Church

9:00 a.m. Sunday School 
10 a.m. Worship

699 County Rd. 395
Wetmore

719/784-0596

Wild West Cowboy Church
4 p.m. Worship 

Followed by Potluck
Tuesdays 6 p.m.: Bible Study

60260 Hwy. 69 North
Westcliffe

719/783-2676 

Come and WorshipEateries

—January 14, 2017

by Larry Luikart, Reporter

President Davis called the meeting 
to order promptly at 4:30 p.m. She 

led the assembled group in the Pledge 
of Allegiance. The Roll was called 
with all Board members present. 

The Agenda was approved with mi-
nor revisions. There was no Corre-
spondence to the Board and no Gen-
eral Public Comments for the first or 
last part of the meeting. 

A Bobcat Pride Certificate was 
awarded to music teacher Andrew 
Straight for his volunteer work with 
the Rotary Club as advisor. The Min-
utes from the January 17, 2017 Board 
Meeting were approved. Three of En-
glish teacher Michelle Tillotson’s stu-
dents read honor poems they wrote. 
Junior girls reported on the upcoming 
prom to be held on April 22, 2017, 
from 8 p.m. to midnight at the Road 
House 96. The facility was donated to 
the class at no cost. 

Business Manager Amy Perschbacher 
gave her monthly report. Lori Short 
from Excellence in Education gave 
her report indicating the Spirit Cam-
paign generated $11,500 in funds. 
These funds are being considered for 
many possible uses at the school. No 
decisions as to their distribution have 
been determined so far. 

Don Diones and GK Baum presented 
information only on the intricacies of 
Bond/Mill Levy overrides. This pre-
sentation was in conjunction with the 
current application for a BEST Grant 
for physical plant renovations. If the 

BEST grant is approved, it will cov-
er approximately 60 percent of the 
costs. The other 40 percent will come 
from the District. Emphasis on infor-
mation only.

Melinda Ruzanski introduced herself 
as the new BOCES/EARRS Coor-
dinator. She also discussed with Su-
perintendent Payler a proposal for 
an At Risk High School Summer 
Camp, a ninth-grade Outdoor Adven-
ture Camp and a Mentor Committee. 
Planning continues. 

Elementary teacher Jenna Smith sub-
mitted her resignation for the end of 
the year and Michael Florom was 
approved as substitute teacher. The 
Check Vouchers and Financial Re-
ports were approved. 

The Lease/Purchase agreement for a 
Diesel Bus with a Rack and Glove 
Box was discussed and approved. 
The financing will be conducted with 
First State Bank of Colorado. 

A new policy regarding the Emer-
gency Facility Usage Agreement and 
the By-Laws of the Custer County 
School District C-1 were discussed 
and approved. 

Superintendent Payler presided over 
a discussion regarding the 2017–2018 
district schedule. The Board dis-
cussed a change to the current mile-
age reimbursement policy. 

A proposal was made for 35 cents a 
mile and seconded. After discussion, 
the Board voted down this policy. A 
new policy was proposed and sec-
onded for mileage reimbursement at 
the current IRS standard mileage ta-

ble values. This was adopted by the 
Board but it must come back for a 
policy reading due to a current mile-
age policy already in place. 

The Elementary and Secondary Prin-
cipal’s reports were heard. Superin-
tendent Payler in his remarks indi-
cated the loss of state funding due to 
the negative factor for Custer County 
Schools from 2009 – 2017 amount to 
$3,351,390. The BEST Grant propos-
al will be submitted next week. There 
were no items introduced by Board 
Members. 

(Reporters note: The Legislature and 
Governor continue to demonstrate 
their lack of understanding regard-
ing the impact of this funding deficit 
or they are willfully neglecting the 
public schools in Colorado. Colora-
do ranks very low not only in funding 
but in the performance of her students 
compared to the rest of the nation. 
Throwing money at a problem seldom 
solves it but there is a point when 
lack of funds severely impacts per-
formance. Colorado public schools 
at the very least must have the Nega-
tive Factor (dollars stripped from the 
school funding formula) reinstated as 
part of the school budgets. Already in 
this session, any bills submitted to end 
this practice have been sent directly, 
with no debate and no consideration, 
to the kill bin. This is a serious sit-
uation and the citizens of Colorado 
need to make their concerns known to 
those at the Golden Dome.)

The next regular scheduled Board 
meeting is March 14, 2017, at 4:30 
p.m. in the Library. 

School Board Meeting
Diesel Bus, Negative Factor in Funding and More State  

Funding Cuts, Summer Programs

PTSO Scholarship Night  
Connects Seniors with Agencies

Press Release

The PTSO Scholar-
ship night was held 

on Wednesday, February 
22nd, with 12 local agen-
cies attending to speak to 
CCHS seniors about their 
scholarship programs.  The 
evening began with cook-
ies and punch provided by 
PTSO and was followed 
by the agencies giving a 
brief overview of their 

scholarships.  CCHS se-
niors were then given time 
to meet the representatives 
from the agencies and get 
scholarship applications.  
“I enjoyed the connections 
we had with the members 
of our community and what 
they have to offer us in the 
way of scholarship,” said 
senior Seani Millard.

“The PTSO scholarship 

night is  a great way for 
our seniors to get connect-
ed to our local agencies,” 
noted CCHS counselor Troy 
Bomgardner. “We have an 
outstanding line-up of schol-
arships for our size of school 
and the agencies really want 
to help our students move 
on to post-secondary ed-
ucation.  A big thanks to 
PTSO for their help with 
this night!”

To help the seniors get 
started on their quest for 
college, PTSO ended the 
evening with a drawing 
for $50 gift certificates. 
Hannah Moulton, Serenity 
Ham, Brenai Vidmar, and 
Kaylee Chase received the 
gift certificates.  The local 
scholarships will be due 
over the next few months 
and presented at the CCHS 
graduation on May 28th.  

Sara Shields and Lori Bistodeau talk with Senior Kaylee 
Chase about the Ben Kettle Scholarship.

Cody Young and Athena Wisecup begin completing 
scholarship applications at the PTSO Scholarship Night.

Photos Courtesy of Troy Bomgardner

Michael Thiem’s HVAC

cell 719-429-9989
Over 30 Years Experience

Fully Insured

Service, Replacement  
& New Installation of 
Air Conditioning & 

Propane Fueled 
Forced Heat

Offices at 300 Main Street• Westcliffe
custompropertyservices@yahoo.com

719-783-9321 • 888-783-0002

Wet Mountain Storage
For all Your Storage needS

ValleY VieW
Park HoMe CoMMunitY
Park Home Sales & Lots for Lease

Our Community is Growing - Lots Limited

Tree Service
Mission Ready

“The affordable experts”

Earl Perry
#RM7864A

719.231.2772

missionreadytreeservice@gmail.com

Dr. Kayla Ingram
Call for an appointment:

719-783-3770 or 719-783-2911
1200 Broadway in Silver Cliff

High Peaks 
Animal Hospital 

I 

!Belle's 1Di11'11ell' 
A !Family R.es1ta11J1ra11'111t 

IHlwy 96 R.oadl IHIOIUISe 

7ro11'11y'S MOIUl11'111tao11'11 Pizza 
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GOT SOMETHING 
TO SELL, TRADE OR 

WANT TO BUY?
OUR CLASSIFIED SEC-
TION CAN HELP YOU 

DO THAT.
STOP BY AND SEE 

US AT 610 MAIN ST. 
WESTCLIFFE or CALL 

(719)783-3360

Flat work, sidewalks, 
driveways, patios, etc.

Over 30 years experience
Very competitive rates

Call Mason 719-429-0219

84 VW Rabbit Turbo 
Diesel. 166k on engine. 

Avg 50 MPG. New shocks, 
timing belt, C/V joints, 
tires in last 6 months. 

Many spare parts included
 719 285-3666             

$2500


16KW Propane 

Generator with 16-pole 
transfer-switch.Used. Low 
hours.  Runs good $1500  

(719) 371-8625

Sentinel Needs Help
Part-time reporters.

No experience necessary.
Make America Great Again!

Stop by the Sentinel for 
more information.

610 Main St Westcliffe, CO


The Custer County Board 
of County Commissioners 
are seeking applicants for 
a 32 hour/week with bene-
fits position for the Public 
Health Agency Director. 
The Director will provide 
quality public health ser-
vices to the people of Custer 

County, through planning, 
administering, supervising 
and evaluating public health 
programs and activities of 
Custer County Public Health 
Agency while supervising 
all staff and collaborating 
with other community agen-
cies. Please see the complete 
job description found on the 
county web site www.custer-
countygov.com


Paid Friday Morning 

Sentinel Job
The Sentinel needs a 

dependable person to apply 
labels to our newspapers 
Friday mornings between 

5 a.m. to 7 a.m. and deliver 
papers to the Post Office. 

Not a difficult job but must 
be performed accurately. 
Applicant must be totally 

reliable. A good job history 
and references required. 

This is a  part-time paid po-
sition. Prefer someone who 
lives close to the Sentinel’s 
office. Apply in person at 

the Sentinel. 
Help Make America 

Great Again!
610 Main St

Westcliffe, CO

Lori Kastendieck
Independent Broker

Real Estate
Westcliffe Broker.com

719/269-0653
Serving buyers & sellers 

since 1982

Tired of the power 
outages?  

Look for our early bird 
special on Home Standby 
Generators in next week’s 

paper. 
Generac, Kohler, 

Champion, & Gillette 
certifi ed sales & service. 
Call Challenger Electric 

of So. CO
719-784-6208


SEPTIC PUMPING 

(719) 783-2747 or 
ell (719) 371-3523  

 Please call Art Nordyke 
for your septic pumping 

and inspections.
Don’t let your septic fail!

NORDYKE 
SANITATION



Real Estate

Services

Help Wanted

Classifieds

For Sale

Concrete

No Job Too Small 
Remodels, Decks, Painting, 

Log Home Staining,
 Maintenance.

Follows Codes. Local 
References

Tony 719-783-2883

Sell It 
HERE
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Concrete. Flat work, 
sidewalks, driveways, 

patios, etc.
Over 30 years 

experience
Very competitive rates
Mason 719-429-0219

 

Services

 

Events Calendar

Recurring Events
Monday
6 -7 p.m. Closed Step Study Alcoholics 

Anonymous at St. Luke’s Episcopal 
Church in Westcliffe. 
Call Jim at 783-2053 or (360) 509-9172 
or Emily at (719) 371-5974.

3rd Monday
4:30 p.m. – 6:30 p.m. Writers group at 

the Library.  If you write or would like 
to start writing, please join us in the 
Community Room for peer editing, 
feedback, ideas, comradery, and more.

Tuesday
12 – 4:30 p.m. Bridge Club meets in the 

Library Community Room in down-
town Westcliffe. 
6 p.m. Bible Study at Wild West 
Cowboy Church.  Call 719-783-2676.

1st Tuesday of the Month
4:15 p.m. at 615 Rosita Avenue.

Custer County Republican Central 
Committee meeting. The public is 
welcome and encouraged to attend.  See 
www.CusterGOP.com or 
Facebook page at https://m.facebook.
com/custergop.

6:30 p.m. at Cliff Lanes 
American Legion Post 170 monthly 
meeting.

6:45 p.m. Post 170 Auxiliary monthly 
meeting (March – October) at the 
Saddle Club.

Wednesday
9:30 a.m. – 11 a.m. Line dancers meet 

at the Methodist Church. Call Clem at 
(303) 909-7370.

6-7 p.m. Closed Big Book Study 
Alcoholics Anonymous at St. Luke’s 
Episcopal Church in Westcliffe. Call 
Jim at 783-2053 or (360) 509-9172 or 
Emily at (719) 371-5974.

6:30 p.m. Men’s and Women’s Bible 
Study. First Baptist Church of West-
cliffe Call 719-783-2498.

6:30 - 8 p.m. Custer County Community 
Band practice in the band room at the 
high school.

2nd and 4th Wednesdays 
3 p.m. Scrabble Group West Custer

County Library.

Last Wednesday of the Month
11 a.m. Book Club meeting at the West 

Custer County Library. Open to the 
public.

Thursdays
Second Thursday of the Month

10 a.m. – 11 a.m. “Ask a Nurse” at
   the library.

Friday
6 -7 p.m. Open Discussion Alcoholics 

Anonymous meeting at St. Luke’s 
Episcopal Church. Call Jim at 783-2053 
or (360)  509-9172 or Emily at (719) 
371-5974.

7 -8 p.m. Bible Talks with Domenic 
Enrietta and John Hartig. At the Library 
Community Room. All welcome. No 
charge.

Third Friday of the Month
Camp Happiness for 0-6 yrs old.

1-2:20 p.m. at West Custer Library.

Saturday
10 a.m. Wet Mountain Al-Anon Family 

Group meets at St. Luke’s Episcopal 
Church. Call Dee (719) 404-1851 or 
Jean (719) 371-1229. 

2 p.m. Laughter Yoga at the West Custer 
County Library. Open to the public.

3 p.m. Open Drum Circle at the West 
Custer County Library. All ages wel-
come! If you have a drum, please bring 
it. We have a few spares.

3rd Saturday of Month
9 a.m. VFW meeting at Cliff Lanes 

Conference Room for more info call 
Commander Randy Knight 783-9340.

Friday, Saturday March 3 and 4, 7:30 p.m.
Sunday, March 5,  at 2 p.m.

“Lion”
Drama | PG-13
THE JONES THEATER $$ Westcliffe

Saturday, March 4, 2017, 10 a.m. – Noon
New Member Range & Safety Orientation
Sangre Shooting Sports Club
Plan to arrive at least 15 minutes ahead

Wednesday, March 6,  11 a.m.
Play to learn
West Custer Library 
Community Room

Monday March 6, 5:30 p.m.
Silver Cliff Town Meeting
Silver Cliff Town Hall

Monday, March 6, 6 p.m. - 8 p.m.
Saddle Club - Membership Meeting & Pot Luck
90 CR 241, Westcliffe

Monday, March 6, 6:30 p.m. 
Talent Show
At the Custer County School West Gym

Tuesday, March 7, 9 a.m.
Commissioners Meeting
 Boardroom 

Tuesday, March 7, 1:30 p.m.
County Board of Zoning  Adjustment and 
Planning Commission, open to Public 
Custer County Courtroom

Tuesday March 7, 5:30 p.m.
Westcliffe Town Meeting
Westcliffe Town Hall

Wednesday, March 8, 9 a.m.
Commissioners Meeting
 Boardroom 
Wednesday March 8, 12:30 p.m. – 4 p.m.
Bonfi ls Blood Drive 
Custer County School parking lot

Wednesday March 8, 4 p.m. – 5:30 p.m.
Girl Scout Meeting
Custer County School Library

Tuesday, March 14,
School Board Meeting 
4:30 p.m.  School library

Be anxious for nothing;
but in everything by prayer and supplication,

with thanksgiving, let your requests
be made known to God. 

Philippians 4:6   NKJV

Club America
50 E. Main Street

Silver Cliff, CO 81252 
(719) 783-0750

Custer County Senior Center  
612 Main St.

Silver Cliff,  CO  81252
(719) 783-9508

Lunch; Mon., Tues. & Thur. at 
Noon. RSVP by 9:30 a.m.

Custer County 
Community Sharing 

Center Inc. 
120 N. 3rd St.

Westcliffe, CO 81252
(719) 783-3303

Fri. 1 p.m. –  5 p.m. 

Lighthouse Pregnancy 
Resources 

417 Cliff Street
Silver Cliff, CO  81252

(719) 783-4357 
Mon. and Thur. 11 a.m. – 5 p.m.

Fri. 10 a.m. - 1 p.m.

West Custer County Library
209 Main Street

Westcliffe, CO  81252
(719) 783-9138

Tue. –  Fri.: 10 a.m.  –  5:30 p.m. 
Sat.:10 a.m. –  2 p.m.

Wet Mt. Rotary Van Service 
For transportation needs, 

contact Van Dispatch 
Special 5-Stop Van Route: 

Mondays 1:30 p.m.
(719) 783-2343 

Mon. – Fri.  8 a.m. – 5 p.m.

(TEFAP) Commodities 
2nd Wednesday AFTER the

2nd Monday at 8 a.m. 
Clients should bring ID showing 

they live in Custer County.  
Distribution takes place at the 
south end of the scale house 

behind the court house.

PTSO Scholarship Night 
Connects Seniors with Agencies

Stay before April 30th, 
get your fourth night 

FREE at Music Mead-
ows Ranch.  

Enjoy a Staycation, or 
give visiting family a 

wonderful ranch  
experience!

Fully stocked home, 
breathtaking views, 

horseback riding, hiking, 
relaxing

Use code ‘scout’ when 
booking.

WILDFIRE MITIGATION 
HOME & PROPERTY PROTECTION 

SKID STEER WORK/ HOME IMPROVEMENT & REPAIRS 

SW□TA ENTERPRISES 
SERVING CUSTER C□UNTY & SURR□UNDING AREAS 

RAY SW□TA 
7 1 9·7B3-4477 

RSWOTA@GMAIL.COM 
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Be silent in the presence of the Lord God;
For the day of the Lord is at hand.

Zephaniah 1:7a  NKJV

For Financial 
Transparency  
information for 
Custer County 
School District  
C-1, please see  

link at custercountyschools.org. 

Custer County Realty
Helping You Find That Special

Piece of Colorado to Call Your Own

902 Main St. • Westcliffe, Colorado, 81252 • 719.783.9221
www.custerrealty.com  • Serving Custer County for over 40 years! •  info@custerrealty.com

1227 S. 9th Street
Cañon City, CO 
719-285-4784

www.canonfamilydental.com

Over 45 Years of 
Experience
Same Day Repairs
and Relines
Custom Night
Guards
Full / Partial 
Dentures
Implant Overdenture 
Free X-ray & Exam
for NEW cash pay
denture patients

Now Accepting 
Most Insurances 

and Medicaid 
for Dentures

*

*

*

*

*
*

Rick Fortner and Dr. Allen Lee

Drilling & Pump Services
719-275-5482

Family Owned and Operated for Over 35 Years
Specializing in Water Drilling and Pump Services

2500 Hwy 50 E    PO Box 2123    Cañon City
Licence #592 youngsdrilling.net

Young’s

FREMONT
Motorsports

600 East Main Street
Florence

www.fremontmotorsports.com

Sales-Service-Parts
All makes and models

719-784-9633

Sheriff’s Report for 3/3/17

On the dates below, there 
were 156 calls for service 
to the Sheriff’s Office, 8 to 
EMS, and 6 to the Fire De-
partment. As of February 
27, there were 9 males and 
no females in the county 
jail.

3/22/17:
Arrest: Deputies arrested 
Deandre Hedrick of Silver 
Cliff on two separate felo-
ny Arrest Warrants out of 
Sedgwick County, KS. The 
warrants were as follows: 
(1) Alias Warrant, (2) 
Aggravated Assault: Use 
of a Deadly Weapon; and 
(3) Unlawful Possession 
of a Controlled Substance 
with Prior; as well as (1) 

Forgery; Making or Alter-
ing a Written Document; 
and (2) Forgery: Distrib-
uting or Issuing a Written 
Statement.

Lost Gun: A deputy was 
dispatched to a merchant on 
Main Street in Westcliffe to 
take a lost fire-arm report 
for the ATF.

Dispute: A deputy was 
dispatched to a merchant 
on Main Street in West-
cliffe, for a verbal dispute 
between family members.

3/23/17:
Medical Issue: Custer 
EMS responded to Spread 
Eagle Drive for a medical 
call. Wet Mountain Fire 

was dispatched to set up a 
landing zone for Flight for 
Life but stood down due 
to weather. EMS trans-
ported an individual to the 
hospital.

3/24/17:
Additional Charges: Mar-
land Jones was detained 
on additional charges for 
vehicular assault, DUI and 
Reckless Driving.

Bus Slalom: A deputy and 
State Patrol responded to 
CR 130 for a bus that slid 
off the roadway. There 
were no injuries, and no 
damage to the bus.

3/25/17:
Traffic Summons: 

Kathleen Downs of Aurora 
for speeding 20 - 24 over.

3/26/17:
Flare Up: The Wet Moun-
tain Fire Department and 
a Sheriff’s deputy were 
dispatched to Main Street 
in Westcliffe for hot spots 
flaring up at the scene of a 
prior bonfire.

3/27/17:
Propane Leak: The Wet 
Mountain Fire Department 
was dispatched to investi-
gate the smell of propane 
gas at a merchant on Main 
Street in Silver Cliff.

Sheriff’s Report...

Liberty Rocks
Sentinel Staff

Liberty Rocks is a fun 
gathering and, accord-

ing to organizer Dan Bubis, 
a great way to learn about 
our founding documents.  
It’s also a way to encourage 
one another to get involved 
with making a difference at 
a local level.

At Thursday night’s Liberty 
Rocks, Bubis gave a presen-

tation on the 5th and 14th 
Amendments to the Consti-
tution - particularly on the 
due process clause.  

These state that no person 
shall be “deprived of life, 
liberty or property without 
due process of law.”

The twenty-plus folks in 
attendance got into a live-
ly discussion and debate 
on due process and the 

state of the court system 
in America.  Local issues 
discussed included the 
recent condemnation of 
a local residence.  There 
was also an energetic con-
versation on how local 
citizens can best make a 
difference in the county.

The winner of the triv-
ia contest was Dr. Gary 
Mohr.  But since he al-
ready had the book, the 

runner-ups John and Mo 
Johnston took home “The 
5000 Year Leap”.

The next Liberty Rocks 
will be held on the 30th 
of March at Tony’s Pizza.  
The program begins at 6 
p.m. but you’re encour-
aged to come at 5:30 p.m. 
to order food.  The topic 
of the March meeting will 
be the Declaration of In-
dependence.  

oon't forget 
your 

septic tank\ 

• • 

Hardly anything works as hard in your 
home as your septic system - usually so well 
that you don't give it a thought - but regular 

maintenance will ensure years of proper 
service - if it's been a while since your 

system has been cleaned, call today for a 
FREE estimate! 

Nordvke Sanitation, LlC 
119-183-2141 

cell 119-311-3523 

CANON FAMILY DENTAL 

.. 

Acreage In Eagle Springs Ranch 

Gated Community 
DSL Internet 

Located In The Wet Mountains 

Phone, Power, Internet To Site 

Offered At $175,000 

,OUAL HOUSING 
)PPORTUNITY 

® 

Protected Building Sites 

Custer County Realty, Inc. 
902 Main St.-Westcliffe, CO 

(719)783-9221 



COMBINED NOTICE - PUBLICATION 
CRS §38-38-103 FORECLOSURE SALE NO. 01-17

To Whom It May Concern: This Notice is given with regard to the following described Deed 
of Trust:  
On January 3, 2017, the undersigned Public Trustee caused the Notice of Election and Demand 
relating to the Deed of Trust described below to be recorded in the County of Custer records.

Original Grantor(s) 		    Frank C Wolking and Valorie A Wolking 
Original Beneficiary(ies) 		    Wells Fargo Bank N.A. 
Current Holder of Evidence of Debt	   Wells Fargo Bank N.A. 
Date of Deed of Trust 		    January 09, 2006 
County of Recording 		    Custer 
Recording Date of Deed of Trust	   February 02, 2006 
Recording Information 		    203748 Book: 545 Page: 203 
  (Reception No. and/or Book/Page No.) 
Original Principal Amount	  	   $180,000.00 
Outstanding Principal Balance	   $179,694.54

Pursuant to CRS §38-38-101(4)(i), you are hereby notified that the covenants of the deed of 
trust have been violated as follows:  failure to pay principal and interest when due together with 
all other payments provided for in the evidence of debt secured by the deed of trust and other 
violations thereof.

THE LIEN FORECLOSED MAY NOT BE A FIRST LIEN. 
 See the attached Exhibit A for legal description. 

Also known by street and number as: 67449 N Highway 69, Westcliffe, CO 81252.

THE PROPERTY DESCRIBED HEREIN IS ALL OF THE PROPERTY CURRENTLY 
ENCUMBERED BY THE LIEN OF THE DEED OF TRUST.

NOTICE OF SALE

The current holder of the Evidence of Debt secured by the Deed of Trust, described herein, has 
filed Notice of Election and Demand for sale as provided by law and in said Deed of Trust.

THEREFORE, Notice Is Hereby Given that I will at public auction, at 10:00 A.M. on Wednes-
day, 05/03/2017, at  the office of the Custer County Public Trustee, 205 South 6th Street, 
Westcliffe, CO 81252, sell to the highest and best bidder for cash, the said real property and all 
interest of the said Grantor(s), Grantor(s)’ heirs and assigns therein, for the purpose of paying 
the indebtedness provided in said Evidence of Debt secured by the Deed of Trust, plus attor-
neys’ fees, the expenses of sale and other items allowed by law, and will issue to the purchaser 
a Certificate of Purchase, all as provided by law.

IF THE SALE DATE IS CONTINUED TO A LATER DATE, THE DEADLINE TO FILE 
A NOTICE OF INTENT TO CURE BY THOSE PARTIES ENTITLED TO CURE MAY 
ALSO BE EXTENDED;
IF THE BORROWER BELIEVES THAT A LENDER OR SERVICER HAS VIOLATED 
THE REQUIREMENTS FOR A SINGLE POINT OF CONTACT IN SECTION 38-38-
103.1 OR THE PROHIBITION ON DUAL TRACKING IN SECTION 38-38-103.2, THE 
BORROWER MAY FILE A COMPLAINT WITH THE COLORADO ATTORNEY 
GENERAL, THE FEDERAL CONSUMER FINANCIAL PROTECTION BUREAU 
(CFPB), OR BOTH.  THE FILING OF A COMPLAINT WILL NOT STOP THE FORE-
CLOSURE PROCESS.

Colorado Attorney General
1300 Broadway, 10th Floor
Denver, Colorado 80203
(800) 222-4444
www.coloradoattorneygeneral.gov

DATE: 01/03/2017
Virginia Trujillo, Public Trustee in and for the County of Custer, State of Colorado 
By: Virginia Trujillo, Public Trustee

The name, address, business telephone number and bar registration number of the attorney(s) 
representing the legal holder of the indebtedness is: 
McCarthy & Holthus, LLP C/O Holly Shilliday, 7700 E. Arapahoe Road, Suite 230,   
Centennial, CO 80112 (877) 369-6122
Attorney File # CO-16-746804-LL 
The Attorney above is acting as a debt collector and is attempting to collect a debt. Any infor-
mation provided may be used for that purpose.

Published 03/03/2017 by The Sangre de Cristo Sentinel 
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Custer County Legal Notices

EXHIBIT A-LEGAL DESCRIPTION

Beginning at a point from whence the Southeast 1/6th corner of Section 8, Township 22 South, Range 71 West of the 6th PM, in the County 
of Custer, State of Colorado bears N 00°40’46” W, 677.64 Feet,

1. Thence N 88°59’21” E 4.22 Feet
2. Thence S 55°56’56” E 105.30 Feet
3. Thence S 88°42’50” W 90.76 Feet
4. Thence N 00°41’02 W 60.93 Feet to the point of beginning containing 0.07 acres more or less

Bearings for this description are based on survey recorded in the office of the Custer County Clerk and Recorder on November 12, 2009 
under Reception No. 878

PUBLIC NOTICE

The Custer County Board of Zoning Adjustment and Planning Commission will 
hold a public meeting on March 7, 2017 at 1:30 P.M. Custer County Courtroom.  
The following will be considered:

1.	 Elections of Chairperson, Vice Chairperson, Secretary,  
Posting & County Attorney advice

The agenda is posted on the bulletin board located in the hall of the Custer 
County Courthouse. Copies of the agenda are available in the Custer County 
Planning and Zoning office.

Anyone wishing to comment may do so at the meeting or by mail to Custer County 
Planning and Zoning office, P.O. Box 203 Westcliffe CO 81252; by fax 719-783-
9907 or by e-mail Jackie@custercountygov.com

Ordered published by
Jacquelyn Hobby

Custer County Board of Zoning Adjustment
Custer County Planning Commission
Publish February 24, March 3,2017,

Publication:Sangre de Cristo Sentinel  
Published 02/24/2017, 03/03//2017

March 17, 2017
Submit Proof of Publication

NOTICE
Notice to Creditors

Estate of Dorothy Gibson Shaw
Deceased
Case Number 2016PR030014

All persons having claims against 
the above-named estate are re-
quired to present them to the Per-
sonal Representative on or before 
June 1, 2017 or the claims may be 
barred forever.

Sondra Tuttle
PO Box 638
Westcliffe, CO 81252

Publication: Sangre de Cristo Sentinel
Westcliffe, CO 81252
Published 03/03//2017

Custer County
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

Tentative Agenda

TUESDAY, MARCH 7, 2017

9:00 AM
Meeting Location:

County Courthouse /Commissioners Room  

Call Meeting to Order
Pledge of Allegiance
Roll Call 
Amend Agenda
Audience Introduction
Public Comment
Approval of Minutes
Commissioner Items
Attorney Items 
Executive Session
New/Old Business

-  CCEDC Grant Support – C. Bogle
-  Underfunded Courthouse RFP

Staff Reports:
-	 Airport 
-	 Public Health 
-	 Extension 
-	 Veterans 
-	 Human Services 
-	  OEM

NOTICE TO PUBLIC:  To meet publishing deadlines, all agenda items must be 
submitted either by calling the Commissioners Office at 719-783-2552; in writing 
to the Commissioner’s Office at PO Box 150, Westcliffe, CO  81252, or by e-mail 
to brenda@custercountygov.com no later than 9:00 AM on the Monday of the week 
prior to the BOCC meeting.  Items not submitted in time may be tabled for one 
month so they may be properly published.  True emergency items will be heard.  
(Audio recordings of the BOCC meetings are available for public review or pur-
chase for $10 per CD.)

Publication: Sangre de Cristo Sentinel
Westcliffe, CO 81252
Published 03/03//2017

Custer County
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

Agenda

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 8, 2017

9:00 AM
Meeting Location:

County Courthouse /Commissioners Room  

Call Meeting to Order
Pledge of Allegiance
Roll Call 
Amend Agenda
Audience Introduction
Public Comment
Approval of Minutes
Commissioner Items
Attorney Items 
Executive Session 
New/Old Business

-	 Early Childhood Council MOU – Butch Gemin
Staff Reports:

-	 Road & Bridge/Landfill/Recycle 
-	 HR/Finance 
-	 Treasurer 
-	 Planning & Zoning 

NOTICE TO PUBLIC:  To meet publishing deadlines, all agenda items must be 
submitted either by calling the Commissioners Office at 719-783-2552; in writing 
to the Commissioner’s Office at PO Box 150, Westcliffe, CO 81252, or by e-mail 
to brenda@custercountygov.com no later than 9:00 AM on the Monday of the week 
prior to the BOCC meeting.  Items not submitted in time may be tabled for one 
month so they may be properly published.  True emergency items will be heard.  
(Audio recordings of the BOCC meetings are available for public review or pur-
chase for $10 per CD.)

Publication: Sangre de Cristo Sentinel
Westcliffe, CO 81252
Published 03/03//2017

Notice

The Round Mountain  
Water and Sanitation  
District Office hours for 
the weeks of March 6th-
10th and March 13th-17th 
will be 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 
p.m. for new system train-
ing. 

We apologize for any 
inconvenience.

Publication: Sangre de Cristo 
Sentinel 
Published 03/03/2017

Federal Consumer Financial Protection 
Bureau
P.O. Box 4503
Iowa City, Iowa 52244
(855) 411-2372
www.consumerfinance.gov

Publication: Sangre de Cristo Sentinel 
Published 02/10/2017, 02/17/2017, 02/24/2017, 03/03/2017.

Do not be deceived:  
“Evil company corrupts good habits.”

1 Corinthians 15:33  NKJV

The Custer County 
Republican Central 

Committee meets the 
first Tuesday of every 
month at 4:15 p.m. at 

615 Rosita Avenue. 

The public is welcome 
and encouraged to 

attend the meetings. 

Please visit our website 
at:  www.CusterGOP.
com and ourFacebook 
page at custercounty-

gop@custergop.

For Financial 
Transparency  
information for 
Custer County 
School District  
C-1, please see  

link at custercountyschools.org. 

Exhibit A - Leg;d .Description 

THE FOLLOWING DESCRIBED PROPERTY LOCATED IN THE COUNTY OF CUSTER, STATE 
OF COLORADO, DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS: A PARCEL OF LAND IN SECTION 16, TOWNSIIlP 
21 SOUTH RANGE 73 WEST OF THE 6111 P.M., MORE PARTICULARLY DESCRIBED AS 
FOLLOWS: COMMENCING AT THE NORTii ¼ CORNER OF SECTION 17, TOWNSHIP 21 
SOUTII, RANGE 73 WEST OF THE 6111 P.M., THENCE S. 89 DEGREES 52 MINtITBS 29 SECONDS 
E.ON THE NORTii LINE OF SAID SESCTION 17, 2544.42 FEET TO THE NORTiiWEST CORNER 
OF SAID SECTION 16; THENCE S 07 DEGREES 10 MINUTES 48 SECONDS E., 1235.35 FEET TO 
THE POINT OF BEGINNING OF THE HERBIN DESCRIBED PARCEL; THENCE ON THE 
FOLLOWING 7 COURSES: L N.75 DEGREES 24 MINtITBS 15 SECONDS E., 215.54 FEET TO A 
POINTON THE WESTERLY RIGHrOF WAY LINEOF COLORADO STATEffiGHWAY#69;2. S. 
23 DEGREES 10 MINtITBS 15 SECONDS E., ON SAID R.O.W. LINE, 78.77 FEET; 3. CURVE 
RIGHT ON SAID R.O.W. LINE, CENTRAL ANGEL = 5107 FEET 10 INCHES, RAD IDS = 905.00 
FEET, LENGTH = 80.87 FEET, THE CHORD OF WHICH BEARS S 20 DEGREES 36 MINUTES 40 
SECONDS B. 4. S. 65 DEGREES 57 MINUTES 28 MINUTBS W1 276.85 FEET; 5. N. 21 DEGREES 
45 MINUTES 00 SECONDS W., ON AN EXISTING FENCE LINH, 21.69 FEET; 6. N. 16 DEGREES 
33 MINtITES SI SECONDS W. ON SAID FENCE LINE 36.30 FEET; 7. N. 01 DEGREES 12 
MINtITES 03 SECONDS E., ON SAID FENCE LINE, 151.65 FEET TO THE POINT OF BEGJNNJNG. 

Financial 
Transparency 

Lill - -

DISTRICT COURT, COUNTY OF CUSTER, STATE OF COLORADO 
205 South 6th Street 
Westcliffe, Colorado 81252 

PLAINTIFF: 
THOMAS L. RHODES and SUSAN J_ RHODES 

DEFENDANT: 
KIM ANNETTE HEATH, AND ALL UNKNOWN PERSONS HA YING AN INTEREST A COURT USE ONLY A 
IN THE PROPERTY THE SUBJECT OF THIS ACTION 

Attorney 01· Party Without Attorney 

Gregory L. Watkins 
Case No. 17 CV 30003 

8 Bassick Place, Suite A/P. 0 . Box 1617 Division 4 
Westcliffe , Colorado 81252 
Telephone (719) 783-9762 
Fax (7 19) 213-2575 
email glwatkinslawpc@gmail.com 
Attorney Registration No. 025800 

SUMMONS BY PUBLICATION 

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF COLORADO TO THE ABOVE NAMED DEFENDANTS: 

You are hereby summoned and required to appear and defend against the cla ims of the complaint filed with the Court in this action, by 
filing with the clerk of the cowt an answer or other response. You are required to file your answer or other response within 35 days after 
the service of the Summons upon you. Service of this summons shall be complete on the day of the last publication. A copy of the 
complaint may be obtained from the clerk of the cowt. 

If you fa il to file your answer or other response to the complaint in writing within 35 days after the date of the last publication, judgment 
by default may be rendered against you by the Court for the relief demanded in the complaint without fiu-ther notice. 

This is an action to quiet title of the Plaintiff in and to rea l prope1ty situate in Custer County, Colorado more particularly described in 
Exhibit A attached hereto. 

Published in the Sangre de Cristo Sentinel 
First Publication February JO, 2017 
Last Publication March JO, 2017 

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED 

Isl 
Gregory L. Watkins Reg. No. 25800 
Attorney for Plaintiffs 
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CC 2017 Invention Convention
Third through fifth graders worked to develop inventions to solve a problem or make the world a better place. 

The inventions were showcased on February 8th. 

Most Promising Inventor and Invention
Ayrihanna Rusch 

The Sink that Reuses Water

Honorable Mention - 3rd Grade
Daniel Day & Colt Moulton

Handicap Alarm

Honorable Mention - 4th Grade
Isabella Ferron & Kenna Ingram

Vet T.S.

Honorable Mention - 5th Grade
Wynlynn Bowers 
45 Minute Filter

Sentinel Photos by George Gramlich. Layout by Barbara Napolitan.
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Colorado State News

by Joey Bunch,  
ColoradoPolitics.com

The fight over a Salt Lake City 
outdoor retail equipment 

trade show that Colorado Gov. 
John Hickenlooper inadvertently 
picked hit a new threshold Thurs-
day evening.

The parent company of the Out-
door Retailer show said it’s leav-
ing Utah over some politicians’ 
determination to make more fed-
eral public lands open to energy 
development, grazing and local 
management.

Leaders of Emerald Expositions 
met with Utah Gov. Gary Herbert 
via a teleconference Thursday, 
and it didn’t go well.

Company Vice President Pat Hus 
said he is open to invitations for a 
new home, and Colorado leaders 
are eager to welcome the 22,000 
exhibitors here.

The four-day show each winter 
and summer is the largest such 
gathering of outdoor retailers in 
the country, and it’s been in Utah 
for 20 years. The contract expires 
next year.

Conservation Colorado launched 
an ad campaign in Salt Lake City 
to put out the welcome mat and 
assure the show that Colorado 
bests Utah in its commitment to 
public lands, good beer, great cy-
cling and getting high.

“Colorado has a long and proud 

history of protecting our public 
lands, and Coloradans know just 
how important these remarkable 
places are to our economy and 
Western way of life,” Conserva-
tion Colorado Executive Director 
Pete Maysmith said Thursday 
evening, as news broke. “If the 
outdoor industry is looking for 
show locations that reflect its val-
ues of stewardship and a passion 
for outdoor recreation, it should 
look no further than the Centen-
nial State.”

SnowSports Industries Ameri-
ca, which puts on a Snow Show 
in Denver each January, said it 
would be happy to partner up 
with the Outdoor Retailer trade 
show.

“As leaders from across the out-
door-recreation community step 
forward to discuss the best way 
to respond to public-lands poli-
cies that would negatively impact 
our industries, we also have an 
opportunity to address other, sig-
nificant business challenges and 
to position suppliers and retailers 
for future success,” Nick Sargent, 
President of the Denver Trade 
Show, said in a statement.

In Utah, the news isn’t being tak-
en well. Herbert called the trade 
show ungrateful.

“It smacks of gross ingratitude to 
a community that has embraced 
the Outdoor Retailer show, subsi-
dizing its success and expansion 

through direct investment — let 
alone extraordinary hospitality,” 
Paul Edwards, the governor’s 
deputy chief of staff, said in a 
statement to the Deseret News in 
Salt Lake City.

The newspaper reported ne-
gotiations broke down around 
the state’s request that Presi-
dent Trump toss out President 
Obama’s decision in December 
to set aside 1.35 million acres 
south of Moab as the Bears Ears 
National Monument.

Please see: http://colorado-
politics.com/trade-show-out-
door-colorado-utah/

Trade Show Fight With Colorado  
Has Utah on Its Back

by Kevin Glass,  
Watchdog.org

The richest and most ex-
clusive town in Amer-

ica is instituting rules that 
will make it even richer 
and more exclusive, in di-
rect violation of what the 
claimed goals of its devel-
opment plans have been.

Aspen, Colorado, where 
the average property costs 
$2.7 million, has long been 
a resort destination for the 
elite and the wealthy. Hol-
lywood movie stars and 
Wall Street tycoons have 
vacation homes there. Lou-
is Vuitton and Prada have 
retail stores there, and Mi-
chelin-star chefs like Nobu 
Matsuhisa and Hakan 
Thornstrom have restau-
rants there — all in a town 
of under 7,000 people.

New rules instituted by As-
pen City Council are going 
to make the city even more 
of an elites-only getaway 
rather than a quiet mountain 
town.

New zoning rules include 
a 28-foot height limit on 
buildings and restrictions on 
how much land can be used 
for any new construction.

While small-town Ameri-
ca typically prides itself on 
mom-and-pop stores and 
local charm, some are warn-
ing that the new rules in As-
pen will hasten its slide into 
big-box elitism.

As Aspen Public Radio re-
ported:

Other new mandates might 
also backfire, warned Ma-
ria Morrow, speaking to 
the council on behalf of the 
Aspen Chamber Resort As-
sociation. Developers are 
now required to provide 
or pay for public housing 
and transportation. Older 
buildings previously ex-
empt from these mitigations 
will pay their fair share on 
a graduated timeline.

“There was a concern that 
many of the buildings that 
would be hurt the most by 
retroactively applying mit-
igation are the same very 
buildings that are currently 
affordable,” Morrow said. 
“So we fear that this code 
will force the older, more 
affordable, funkier build-
ings into a corner where 
they will only be bought by 
a very moneyed developer. 
The result: more homog-

enization, more big box, 
and maybe more unleased 
spaces. Not more charm 
and funk.”

This all comes after what 
has been nearly a yearlong 
moratorium on land use ap-
plications in Aspen.

It makes sense that the 
wealthy want to preserve 
their elite status through 
heavy regulation. They 
paid millions to live in As-
pen, and they don’t want 
any riff-raff coming in and 
forcing them to think about 
the real world outside their 
bubble, or ruin their hefty 
investment.

It’s unfortunate that small 
local retailers and busi-
nesses that don’t cater to 
the rich may be put at risk. 
The rules may even make 
it impossible to start a new 
business. But, in the eyes 
of many socialites, the As-
pen City Council is merely 
doing its job: protecting the 
interests of wealthy, power-
ful constituents.

Please see: http://watch-
dog.org/287496/aspen-
city-council-helps-rich-
stay-rich/

Aspen City Council Helps 
the Rich Stay Rich

Rep. Jim Wilson – HD 60                         

—February 26, 2017

There are two issues that 
have been a source of 

much consternation in 
HD 60 over the past few 
years.  No Child Left Be-
hind (along with Common 
Core) was one big item, 
and the fate and future of 
PERA was the other.  Both 
topics are in the spotlight 
once again.

No Child Left Behind 
(NCLB) has been replaced 
by the Every Student Suc-
ceeds Act (ESSA).  Sup-
posedly, states will have a 
great deal more flexibility 
under ESSA than they had 
under NCLB.  Each state 
is to develop a state plan 
moving forward under 
ESSA. 

The Colorado Depart-
ment of Education (CDE) 
recently released a draft 
of the “Colorado Plan”, 
outlining how it intends 
to implement the federal 
ESSA for public review 
and to collect feedback.  
The plan will be open 
for public comment until 
March 10th.  Colorado’s 
Commissioner of Educa-
tion, Katy Anthes, said, 
“We are proud today to 
release the draft of Colo-
rado’s ESSA plan, which 
is the culmination of a 
year’s worth of hard work, 
thoughtful conversations 
and deep consideration 
about Colorado’s educa-
tion system.”

If you had any concerns 
about Colorado’s educa-
tion system under NCLB, 
now is the time to make 

your voice heard.  The 
comments the state re-
ceives will be compiled 
and included with the plan 
when it is submitted to the 
U.S. Department of Ed-
ucation and incorporated 
into the plan as deemed 
appropriate.  Your time is 
now. See: https://www.
cde.state.co.us/fedpro-
grams/essa. ‘Feedback’  
and ‘view’ links are on this 
page.

The second source of tur-
moil is the Public Em-
ployees’ Retirement As-
sociation (PERA).  On 
one hand is State Trea-
surer Walker Stapleton’s 
“the sky is falling” rail-
ing against the stability 
of PERA.  On the other is 
Secure PERA’s Executive 
Director Lynea Hansen’s 
“Despite fear-mongering, 
PERA in good shape” arti-
cle.  I am sure the truth lies 
somewhere in between.

Getting to the truth is 
the challenge.  Colorado 
PERA provides retirement 
and other benefits to more 
than 500,000 current and 
former teachers, State 
Troopers, snowplow driv-
ers, corrections officers, 
and other public employ-
ees who provide valuable 
services to all of Colora-
do.  Securing the future 
of PERA is critical to the 
members of PERA.  Mak-
ing sure the stability of 
PERA does not fall on the 
backs of the taxpayers of 
Colorado is a critical issue 
as well.  Do some research 
on your own – it affects us 
all.

The House Education 

Committee heard two 
more of my bills on Mon-
day.  HB 17-1160: “K-3 
English Learning Read-
ing Assessment” and SB 
17-123: “Seal of Bilit-
eracy for High School 
Diplomas”.  Rep. Millie 
Hamner (D – Summit) is 
the co-prime sponsor on 
both bills.   I anticipate 
both bills to move on 
through committee.  SB 
17-123 passed out of the 
Senate on a 30-5 vote.

In addition, HB 17-1091: 
“Tax Credit Employer-As-
sisted Housing Projects” 
(to help small business-
es in rural areas acquire 
affordable housing) will 
be heard in the House 
Finance Committee this 
week as well.  This is one 
of my bills that I hope 
can make it through the 
process.  It is a partial 
solution to the affordable 
housing challenge.

 As the session continues 
into March, you may have 
questions.  Please feel free 
to call my office in the 
Capitol at 303-866-2747 
or send me an e-mail: Wil-
sonForHD60@gmail.com 
or james.wilson.house@
state.co.us. 

“Takin’ It To The House…”         
A Calendar And Commentary 

From The Golden Dome

Proud to serve as Custer County's 

community bank for the past 35 years! 

Visit us at our new location -102 S. Adams Blvd.! 

~ 

First State Banl< of Colorado 
@ Banking as it should be 'B fo·icl 
LENDER ~ ~ 
Local branch at 102 S. Adams Blvd., Westcliffe, CO 81252 719-783-9211 
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Colorado State News

by ColoradoPeakPolitics.
com

We have good news 
and bad about the 

prairie dog population in 
Colorado.

The good news is that a 
federal survey shows the 
critters have doubled the 
size of their habitat, mean-
ing they are too plentiful to 
be listed on the endangered 
species list.

That they are plentiful, is 
the bad news for many Col-
oradans.

Colorado Parks and Wild-
life offi cial Tina Jack-
son confi rmed “we have 
enough” prairie dogs, and 

had this to say about a 
potential endangered or 
threatened species listing.

“A listing of a species like 
this would have a huge 
impact on landowners. It 
could restrict activities on 
their property,” she said.

Problem solved, right?

E n v i r o n m e n -
talists are not 
known for tak-
ing good news 
well about the pos-
itive state of Mother 
Earth, so of course 
they found something 
to whine about — the 
colonies still aren’t 
big enough.

And unless we 
have tons more 
prairie dogs, 
the black-footed 
ferrets won’t have 
enough of the 
critters to eat, 
they say.

We ’ v e 
always 
argued that 

prairie dogs are worthless 
except to feed the ferrets.

Who knew that environ-
mentalists would ever 
come around to our 
way of thinking?

It’s a positive start, but 
we expect their bud-
dies over in animal 
activist land won’t be 
too happy about their 
position.

Please see: htt p://
coloradope-

akpoliti cs.

com/2017/02/21/animals-
are-food-enviros-admit-prai-
rie-dogs-are-tasty-treats

Enviros Admit Prairie Dogs 
Are Tasty Treats

by ColoradoPeakPolitics.
com

For all the hay Democrats 
are trying to make out of 

Senator Cory Gardner’s trav-
els around the state, we seem 
to have misplaced Colora-
do’s senior Senator Michael 
Bennet, who has not held a 
town hall for as long as we 
can remember.  Good thing 
the writers at the Colorado-
an were there to help us track 
him down. Here is what they 
said about Bennet’s where-

abouts this week:

“Like Gardner, Bennet has 
met with constituents on spe-
cifi c topics. Bennet spent the 
recess traveling to Cuba and 
Colombia to discuss trade, 
human rights, migration and 
more,” Cipriano said in an 
email.

Egads. You mean to say that 
Senator Bennet not only isn’t 
in the state, but isn’t even 
in the country? Good grief. 
Even people lambasting 

Gardner would have to admit 
that Gardner being in the state 
is better than Bennet visiting 
a tropical location run by a 
communist regime.

To all the left wingers fol-
lowing Sen. Gardner around, 
please also chase after Sen-
ator Bennet. He’s in Cuba. 
Trust us, we’re positive you’d 
love it there.

htt p://coloradopeakpoliti cs.
com/2017/02/24/bennet-
d-cuba-gardner-travels-the-

state-while-bennet-visits-
communist-regimes/

Bennet (D-Cuba): Gardner Travels State 
While Bennet Visits Communist Regimes

Bennet Left . Gardner Right. No pun intended.
Photos Courtesy of ColoradoPeakPoliti cs.com

Give a Gift 
of Conservative News! 

Discount Subscription Available
To Celebrate the New Administration and their goal 

to “Make America Great Again”, 
From now until June 30th, 

current subscribers can give their neighbors, 
children, relatives and friends a 

SIX MONTH discounted subscription 
to The Sentinel.

The Voice of Conservative Colorado.  
Only $15 for Westcliffe (81252 Zip Code) and 

only $20 for outside the 81252  Zip Code!

Please indicate that you’re purchasing a gift subscription 
in order to get the discount.

Fill out the subscription form on page 23 of this issue or
Call 719-783-3360.

*Enjoy featured columns; The Daily Jot, 
A Sheep Dog Barks and Pastor Jim Modlish.

SANGRE DE CRISTOSE  N T I N E L © TM

   The Voice of Conservative Colorado! 

Aft er eati ng an enti re bull, a mountain lion felt 
so good he started roaring. He kept it up unti l a 
hunter came along and shot him.
The moral: When you’re full of bull, keep your 
mouth shut.                                             — Will Rogers

Service and New Construction
Licensed and Insured

Locally Owned & Operated

124 East Main, Florence

719-784-3876

• Sewer Line Cleaning    
• Video Camera Inspection    
• Certi� ed Back� ow Testing    
• Tankless Water Heaters   
• Replacement of Main Water and Sewer 

Lines   
• Repair &  Replacement of Water Heaters, 

Furnaces & Boilers   
• Geo � ermal Heating & Cooling

24 HourEmergencyService

www.rivervalleyplumbingandheating.com
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Important 
Dates  

in Fremont
School Board 

Meetings:
Cañon City

Fremont RE-1  
2nd and 4th Mon 

5:30 p.m.  
101 N. 14th St , Cañon 

City  

Florence-Penrose
Fremont RE-2 

2nd Mon. at 7 p.m.
403 W. 5th St.  Florence

Cañon City  
City Council   

1st and 3rd  
Mondays at 6 p.m.  

City Hall  
128 Main St.   
Cañon City

 County  
Commissioners  

2nd and 4th Tues.  
9:30 a.m.  

615 Macon, Rm. 105 
Cañon City

 Royal Gorge  
Tea Party   

2nd Thursday  
6:30 p.m.  

Core Knowledge 
School Gymnasium, 

890 Fields Ave.
Cañon City

www.royalgorgetea-
party.com

Fremont  
Republican  

Central  
Committee 

4th Tuesday,  6:30 p.m.  
603 Main Street

Southern  
Colorado  
Survivors     

1st Sat at 10 a.m.      
El Alazan  

Mexican Restaurant    
1925 Fremont Dr.   

Cañon City

Please let us know 
about an upcoming 

event or meeting you 
would like to see 
printed here, or  

covered in an  
upcoming issue. 

sdc.sentinel 
@gmail.com

•	 COG lunch is served at noon every Tuesday, 
Thursday and Friday at 100 Railroad St. in Flor-
ence. Call 784-6493 before 9:30 a.m. for reserva-
tion. Meals cost $2 for 60 and older and $6.50 for 
59 and younger.

•	 Free lunch is served from noon-1 p.m. Tuesdays 
at Mercy Today Ministries in the back of the First 
Christian Church at 320 N. 16th St. in Cañon 
City. For more information, call 276-9242.

•	 Lunches are served at noon Tuesdays and 
Thursdays at the Penrose Center at 405 Broad-
way in Penrose. Everyone is welcome. Meals are 
$3 per person. Please call 372-3872 for reser-
vations. Thrift Store is open from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 
Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays.

•	 Friends of the Penrose Community Library 
hosts its weekly used book sales from 10 a.m.-
1 p.m. every Wednesday in the shed behind the 
library at 35 Seventh Ave. in Penrose.

•	 Free lunch to those in need will be offered from 
11 a.m.-1 p.m. the third Saturday of the month in 
the Fellowship Hall at the First United Methodist 
Church at the corner of Ninth and Main streets.

March 11, Reception for the artist Suz Stovell on 
Saturday, from 5 to 7 pm Exhibition continues through 
April 2 at Royal Contemporary, 120 E. Main Street in 
Florence. 303.717.1977 www.royalcontemporary.com

March 11, Florence 2nd Saturday ArtWalk Explore 
downtown and have a great night out! Shop for orig-
inal art, meet interesting people, and treat yourself 
to dinner and drinks at Florence’s best art galleries, 
restaurants, and pubs.

March 11, Fremont County Republicans Annual  
Lincoln Day Dinner at the Abbey Events Center at 
2931 E. U.S. 50. The event kicks off with a social hour 
at 5:30 p.m., followed by dinner. Tickets are $45 per 
person or $80 per couple. Ticket price includes dinner, 
live and silent auction, and drawing of the Fremont 
Patriot Revolver raffle. Keynote speakers are Colorado 
State Sen. Kevin Grantham and U.S. Congressman 
Doug Lamborn. Tickets can be purchased online at 
www.fremontcountyrcc.com or by calling 719-315-
1322 and leave a message.

March 24,  Good News Jail & Prison Ministry’s 10th 
Annual Fremont County Fundraising Banquet will 
be at 6:30 p.m. the Abbey Event Complex. Tickets are 
$40 per person or $375 for tables of 10. Please RSVP 
by March 13 by calling 671-6479 or 269-5623.

March 31 and April 1, Second Annual “A Very Fool-
ish Sale” will be held from 10 a.m.-5 p.m. on Main 
Street in Florence.

April 1-2, Ullr Sports presents Cactus Flats first AR15 
Drag Race from 9 a.m.-4 p.m. at Cactus Flats, 4312 
CR 123 in Penrose. For more information, call William 
at Ullr Sports at 289-4972 or Susan at 372-3600 or 
cactusflats.weekly.com.

Events 
March 3-April 2

Florence City Council Approves 
Changes to Municipal Codes

by Charlotte Burrous

Last Tuesday, Florence City Council ap-
proved amending several municipal 

codes and tabling two others until the next 
meeting.

“These are simple items before you. All 
these items stem from venues the police 
chief has seen recurring in the jurisdiction 
of your city,” said City Attorney Matthew 
Krob. “The police chief nor I have any con-
trol over what the district attorney does when 
someone violates a state statue and that per-
son is incited and sent to district court. We 
don’t have any control over the court fines or 
restitution or what agreements are made. All 
we have control over is what happens with-
in our jurisdiction and what happens in our 
municipal courtroom.”

These are things that are already issues at the 
state level. Because of funding or whatever 
it is, these cases that are filed with district 
court are not handled as rapidly as the city 
would like.

“We can control what happens in municipal 
court,” Krob added. “While they may seem 
cumbersome, they are (modeled) after state 
statues.”

When the officers write tickets and go to 
court, the city is spending city funds, but not 
recouping any of the fines or surcharges it all 
goes back to the county.

“You’re using your resources, but you’re 
not recovering any of the (funds),” Krob 
continued.

City Manager Mike Patterson said the 
county is not out of any money because 
most of these charges are never seen in 
court.

“My recommendations to you, council, is 
[that] you table (the ordinance pertaining 
to unsightly vehicles and the code pertain-
ing to threats). We’re taking state law and 
saying we’re going to make this the law 
in Florence so our officers can charge it 
and we can recoup some of these costs,” 
he said. “These are already the law at the 
state level. We can charge it then we can 
prosecute it. It saves officers’ time that is 
being wasted and cases can be prosecuted 
(in our court).” The ordinances the council 
approved are as follows:

•	 Approved adding a section pertaining to 
criminal trepass.

•	 Approved adding a section pertaining to 
unlawful acts in or around schools.

•	 Approved adding a section pertaining to 
driver’s licenses and license plate viola-
tions. 

•	 Approved adding a section pertaining to 
drug related offenses.

•	 Approved adding a section concerning 
possession and use of marijuana and 
marijuana accessories within the City of 
Florence.

•	 Approved a section pertaining to in-
creased surcharges and fees.

protect free speech for all 
Americans.”

Recently, U.S. Sen. James 
Lankford and U.S. Rep. 
Jody Hice introduced the 
“Free Speech Fairness Act.” 
Although not a repeal of the 
Johnson Amendment, the 
bill amends the law to allow 
for speech made “in the or-
dinary course of the organi-
zation’s regular and custom-
ary activities,” removing the 
threat of IRS censorship and 
safeguarding free speech 
and religious freedom. This 
bill has the added benefit 
of applying to all 501(c)(3) 
organizations, removing an 
unfair burden against free 
speech in nonprofit organi-
zations. Safeguards against 
these organizations contrib-
uting to political campaigns 
or parties remain in effect 
and its broad application to 
all 501(c)(3) organizations 
strengthens its constitution-
al soundness.

We face a long legislative 
road to removing barriers 
to free speech from the pul-
pit. All journeys begin with 
a first step and adopting the 
Free Speech Fairness Act 
represents that first step.

Deb Walker,  
The Citizens Project

Critics of the Johnson 

Amendment claim that the 
free speech protections of 
the First Amendment are 
not enjoyed by faith lead-
ers and argue that the law 
should be repealed. But 
in fact, religious expres-
sion by church leaders and 
houses of worship enjoys 
wide latitude.

The Johnson Amendment 
to the U.S. tax code prohib-
its charitable organizations 
that receive tax-deductible 
donations from endorsing 
or opposing any political 
candidate or party in their 
formal activities. This 
amendment places no re-
strictions on discussions 
or advocacy with regard 
to political issues such as 
abortion, same-sex mar-
riage, gun control, health 
care and other issues of 
conscience. Pastors and 
other church leaders can 
engage in partisan politics 
when acting solely as in-
dividual citizens and may 
endorse a candidate just as 
any other citizen, as long 
as they do not do so when 
acting in the name of their 
church. The amendment is 
also neutral in that it does 
not single out religious or-
ganizations but applies this 
restriction to all 501(c)(3) 
nonprofits.

Part of the jurispru-
dence behind the Johnson 
Amendment is that gov-
ernment may not subsidize 
political endorsements 

through tax-exemption. It 
is estimated that more than 
$50 billion per year is giv-
en in charitable tax deduc-
tions. The intent is to ease 
the financial burden on 
organizations that operate 
for religious, educational 
and charitable purposes. 
Essentially, giving an orga-
nization “charitable” status 
is a way that citizens sub-
sidize and encourage char-
itable activities that ben-
efit the whole of society. 
That subsidy is intended to 
help nonprofits, religious 
or otherwise, more easily 
accomplish their mission, 
not to engage in political 
campaigns. The Johnson 
Amendment ensures that 
citizens of all faith tradi-
tions (or no faith tradition) 
are not inadvertently finan-
cially supporting church-
based politicking. It also 
ensures that the govern-
ment is not entangled in 
underwriting partisan polit-
ical activity.

As further evidence of how 
free religious expression 
remains in the political are-
na, it is worth remembering 
that religious organizations 
openly engage in lobbying, 
spending hundreds of mil-
lions of dollars per year to 
make their views known on 
Capitol Hill. This includes 
well-known organizations 
such as the U.S. Confer-
ence of Catholic Bishops, 
the Southern Baptist Con-
vention and the Family Re-

search Council.

A closer look reveals that 
the Johnson Amendment 
restriction is aimed not at 
religious expression per 
se but at partisan political 
expression made under 
tax-advantaged (includ-
ing religious) auspices. It 
is purposefully narrow. Its 
application is neutral and 
secular in that it requires 
nonprofits of all stripes to 
avoid political partisanship 
in exchange for enjoying 
tax-exemption benefits.

Those opposed to the John-
son Amendment claim that 
any restriction forces re-
ligious leaders to give up 
their constitutional right to 
free speech and is intended 
to silence religious groups 
from speaking to issues of 

morality. This is simply un-
true. A limited restriction 
on partisan political speech 
by a tax-exempt nonprofit 
does not equal silencing. 
Such restrictions protect 
the integrity of nonprofits 
and their ability to focus on 
serving our communities 
not beholden to any partic-
ular candidate or party.

Tim Neville represents Dis-
trict 16 in the state Senate. 
He lives in Jefferson Coun-
ty. Deb Walker is the exec-
utive director of Citizens 
Project. She lives in Colo-
rado Springs.

Please see: http://colora-
dopolitics.com/point-coun-
terpoint-johnson-amend-
ment-changed-allow-poli-
tics-pulpit/

JOHNSON 
AMENDMENT 
from page 1

§ ---------------------------------------------------------------- §
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The Liberty Tree

Religion, The Constitution & Culture
State, National, & World

“All That Is Necessary for the Triumph of Evil Is That Good Men Do Nothing”
 Edmund Burke

My ministry partner 
of 25 years, William 

Agbeti, has been through 
six coups d’état in Gha-
na spanning from 1966 
through 1981. Only one 
failed.  I asked him to an-
alyze the factors of those 
coups and compare them 
with the current situation 
in America to see if there 
were similarities. He said, 
“All the FACTORS that 
play out for coups d’état 
are currently PRESENT 
in the U.S. Most of these 
FACTORS are often-
times masterminded. The 
stage is being set for per-
haps America’s first coup 
d’état.” Agbeti went on to 
identify the various indi-
cators already in place that 
may contribute to an over-
throw of the U.S. gov-
ernment in some form or 
another. Did the previous 
“president” set the stage 
for a third-world coup in 
the U.S.? Read on.

Agbeti says, “Coup mak-
ers in Ghana belonged 
to one, part or all of the 
following categories of 
persons: disgruntled 
leaders, power-drunk  
in-dividuals, stoogies 
fronting for organized 
criminals, over-ambitious 
adventurers, ex-heads 
of state with unfinished 
agendas, opposition mem-
bers who have created a 
shadow government, die-
hard individuals with 
sympathetic ears to for-
eign powers desirous of 
entrenching and superim-
posing their interests (or 
way of life) on a nation. 
Master minds, employing 
state oppression as an ex-
cuse, using mainstream 
mass media, institutions, 
and instigating groups of 
people to pour out into the 
streets to create well-or-
ganized mass revolts, 
easily paved the way for 
successful coups. These 
master minds belonged to 
shadow governments with 
hidden agendas.”

Agbeti says there are sev-
eral factors that lead to a 
coup, including “Disgrun-
tled leaders and workers; 

Heightened trumpeting 
of corruption, inefficient 
governance and well-or-
chestrated and timely 
resignations; Readiness 
of the fourth estate of the 
realm (mainstream mass 
media) to establish and 
perpetuate evil govern-
ment and governance; 
Organized mass revolts; 
Fearless or extraordinarily 
bold, self-proclaimed or 
secretly elected “insane” 
leaders ready to “free” 
the people; Organized 
murders, fake incidents, 
doctored statistics, rumor 
mongering, agitation of 
people through inflamma-
tory statements; and Mass 
disbursements of funds to 
individuals, organizations, 
people’s groups, both lo-
cal and foreign.”

In conclusion, Agbeti says 
if there is a coup in the 
U.S., “It may come in one 
of several forms: wide-
spread civil disobedience 
that gives legitimacy to 
call for the resignation of 
Trump, “occupy” versions 
of coups, planned resigna-
tions from and rejections 
of government appoint-
ments, massive funding 
of key institutions used by 
the shadow government to 
protest new government 
policies, etc.” When you 
think about the George 
Soros-funded professional 
protestors and the vitriol 
hate of the malcontents in 
this country, the unthink-
able factors described by 
Agbeti come into focus. 

There are strongholds in 
place that threaten our 
inalienable rights. 2 Cor-
inthians 10:3-4 says, “For 
though we walk in the 
flesh, we do not war after 
the flesh: for the weapons 
of our warfare are not car-
nal, but mighty through 
God to the pulling down 
of strongholds.” Let us 
pray and act.

Have a Blessed and  
Powerful Day!
Bill Wilson
www.dailyjot.com
Reprinted with  
permission.

The Daily Jot 
Daily reporting and analysis of current events 

from a biblical and prophetic perspective. 
NOTE: When writing about God and Jesus,  

The Daily Jot means YHVH as God and  
Yeshua Ha Mashiach as Jesus--the actual original 
names and the true nature and character of them.   

Is America Set 
Up For a Coup?

by Judicial Watch

An average of 400 
“criminal illegal immi-

grants” are being released 
every 10 days by the new-
ly elected sheriff in Arizo-
na’s most populous county, 
federal law enforcement 

sources tell Judicial Watch, 
many of them violent of-
fenders. It’s part of Mar-
icopa County Sheriff Paul 
Penzone’s new policy to 
protect illegal aliens, even 
those who have committed 
serious state crimes, from 
deportation. Under a long-
time partnership between 
the county and the feds, 
the Phoenix field office of 
Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement (ICE) was no-
tified when “aliens unlaw-
fully present with additional 
Arizona charges” were re-
leased from the Maricopa 
County Jail, which is one of 
the nation’s largest with a 
population of about 8,000. 
That ended when Penzone, 
who refers to illegal im-
migrants as “guests,” took 
office this year and, though 
he formally announced the 
change last week, it was put 
into practice much earlier.

During a recent 10-day pe-
riod, more than 400 crimi-
nal illegal immigrants were 
released from the Maricopa 
County Jail, according to 
federal law enforcement 
officials directly involved 
in the process in Phoenix. 
Weekdays are the busiest, 
with an average of about 

40 criminal illegal aliens 
getting released from Mar-
icopa County Jail facilities, 
the sources said. On week-
ends the number drops to 
about ten each day. The il-
legal aliens have state crim-
inal charges ranging from 
misdemeanors to felonies, 

driving under the influence 
and drug offenses. “There’s 
no telling how many crimi-
nals he’s (Sheriff Penzone) 
putting on the streets,” said 
a high-ranking federal law 
enforcement official sta-
tioned in Arizona. Judicial 
Watch’s calls to the Mar-
icopa County Sheriff’s Of-
fice were not returned.

Before the new sheriff 
changed the system, ICE 
would send a wagon every 
12 hours to pick up crim-
inal illegal aliens sched-
uled to be released from 
the main jail in Maricopa 
County. Under the new 
policy, Maricopa Coun-

ty officials are not giving 
ICE “any notification at all 
of the release of criminal 
illegals,” according to an 
agency official in Phoenix 
who’s not authorized to 

talk and can’t be identified. 
Without cooperation from 
county authorities, feder-
al agents would have to 
stand at the door to the jail 
24 hours a day and guess 
which prisoner should be 
deported, sources said. 
“We can’t stand out there 
and question everyone that 
walks out of that jail,” said 
a federal agent directly in-
volved in the matter. “Even 
if we did, we would have to 
make arrests on the street, 
in the middle of protestors, 
families and picketers and 
that will only heighten the 
danger to agents.”

When Penzone announced 
the new policy at a press 

conference last week, ICE 
issued a statement calling 
it an “immediate, danger-
ous change.” The agen-
cy’s Phoenix director for 
enforcement and removal 
operations, Enrique Lu-

cero, was quoted in local 
media saying: “Immigra-
tion detainers have been 
a successful enforcement 
tool to prevent the release 
of dangerous criminals to 

our streets and mitigate the 
possibility of future crimes 
being committed against 
the residents of our commu-
nities.” Judicial Watch has 
filed a Freedom of Informa-
tion Act (FOIA) request to 
obtain specific figures and 
pertinent information relat-
ed to the Maricopa County 
Sheriff’s policies involv-
ing criminal illegal aliens. 
“This is as bad as it gets,” 
said one federal officer.

Just this month an illegal 
immigrant released from 
the Denver County Jail in 
Colorado was arrested for 
murder. The Mexican na-
tional, Ever Valles, was re-
leased into the community 

in December even though 
he was a “known gang 
member” with a lengthy 
and violent criminal histo-
ry. The 19-year-old gang-
banger was arrested in Oc-
tober on multiple charges, 
including possession of a 
weapon and vehicle theft, 
and was flagged by ICE for 
removal. Instead, Denver 
County officials released 
Valles without notifying 
ICE and this month he was 
arrested and charged with 
shooting a man to death 
during a robbery at a rail 
station in Denver.

Please see: http://www.ju-
dicialwatch.org/ blog/2017/ 
02/arizona-sheriff- 
releasing-400-criminal- 
illegal-immigrants-every- 
10-days/

Arizona Sheriff Releasing 400 
“Criminal Illegal Immigrants”  

Every 10 Days

“...Maricopa County Jail,  
one of the nation’s largest with a  

population of about 8,000.”

“Under the new policy, Maricopa  
County officials are not giving ICE  

any notification at all of the release 
 of criminal illegals...”

“Just this month an illegal immigrant 
released from the Denver County Jail  
in Colorado was arrested for murder.”

Islamic principle of Muruna or flexibility to blend in with the enemy, 
once again that is you, the infidel. In an interpretation of Surah 2:106, 
“If we abrogate a verse or cause it to be forgotten, we will replace it by 
a better one or similar”; they can forget what is convenient as long 
as they pursue a better verse. Forget that they can only take up arms 

against those that have attacked them in favor of killing all who disagree, the infidel. All 
in the interest of having non-Muslims lower their guard in order to be attacked more easily. 
The Japanese did this by conducting peace negotiations while bombing Pearl Harbor. Why 
is it that our leaders in Washington cannot see this today? Perhaps because they see us as 
infidels as well. We call that treason.

Sponsored by Critical Path Metalworks, Westcliffe, Colorado

NOTE: Wlkren writiwg ab@Mt Goo C/1,P'lrd J/et1wi, 
The Dl{J/ily J/@t mreaM JfJfWH a!.3 Goo 1{1//!bd 

Jfes!hf!Jla Ha M{lJ!J/hiad ru J!esw:--thre aicmal original 
f!ll{J/fflt£9 a111rd the tmre inattfJJll!'e al!ld chairraicderr ())j them. 



by Victor Skinner,  
EAGNews.org

(Editor/GG: A little red 
neck humor here folks 
with regards to anoth-
er leftwing, snowflake 
teacher.)

PANAMA CITY, Fla. – 
An atheist middle school 
teacher’s online rant 
about her students recent-
ly sparked both a district 
investigation and angry 
complaints from parents.

Merritt Brown Middle 
School teacher Susan 
Creamer took to the Athe-
ists of Bay County Face-
book page to solicit advice 
about how to deal with the 
religious “cretins” in her 
class, putting her job in 
Bay District Schools on 
the line, the Daily News 
reports.

“There is a bevy of boys 
in one of my classes (mid-
dle school) who are taking 
turns either inviting me 
to their church or leaving 
(anonymously) flyers in-
viting me to church events. 
Today, I found one on the 
A/V cart I use for a podi-
um,” Creamer wrote.

“Every time any child 
sneezes, they loudly say 
‘God bless you!’ and look 
in my direction. I have com-
plained twice to my prin-
cipal – one last month and 
once today,” she continued. 
“She has spoken privately 
to one or two of the little 
cretins, but it seems to do 
NO GOOD.”

“I am feeling bullied and 
harassed. It has become in-
tolerable,” Creamer wrote. 
“I don’t feel like talking 
with the parents will stop 
the inappropriate behaviors 
because, for all I know, the 

parents are encouraging 
them. Any suggestions?”

Parent Crystal Mosely 
pointed out several serious 
issues Creamer’s com-
ments raise for parents in 
a letter to school Superin-
tendent Bill Husfelt.

“First and foremost, she 
should not be discussing 
her religious preferences 
(or lack thereof) with any 
of these students,” Mos-
ley wrote. “Had she not 
been proudly boasting of 
her atheism these children 
would not know of her per-
sonal beliefs and I would 
not be addressing this sit-
uation.”

“Secondly, as an adult in 
a professional occupation, 
her choice of words to de-
scribe her students is com-
pletely unprofessional and 
completely out of line,” 
she continued. “Third, for 
her to see out suggestions 
from a group on social me-
dia of how to handle her 
students (my children) has 
me outraged!”

Bay District Schools spokes-
woman Karen Tucker told 
the Daily News school pol-
icy prohibits teachers from 
criticizing students in per-
son or online. Creamer’s 
comments were posted to a 
closed page, but were cap-
tured by a screenshot that 
was distributed among stu-
dents, parents and others in 
the district.

Tucker said district offi-
cials launched an investi-
gation into the Creamer’s 
post and other comments 
on Facebook because the 
district policy applies re-
gardless of whether com-
ments are posted to open 
or closed pages.

“I don’t think it matters (if 
the page is private or not), 
because eventually some-
one else is going to see 
it posted, which is what 
happened,” Tucker said. 
“People were re-posting. 
If you said things on there, 
which she did, about stu-
dents, no, I don’t think it 
matters.”

The district also issued 
a formal statement to 
WJHG-TV.

“Teachers are encouraged 
and trained, to keep clear 
boundaries between their 
personal and profession-
al lives to ensure that the 
classroom remains a neu-
tral and supportive envi-
ronment.

This training and relat-
ed school board policy 
includes guidelines for 
interactions on all social 
media platforms includ-
ing, but not limited to, 
Facebook,” the statement 
read. “We do not condone 
the use of disparaging 
comments about our stu-
dents in any form, on any 
social media platform or 
in any school.”

The district’s policy manu-
al clearly states “the dis-
trict believes employees 
should separate personal 
and professional relation-
ships in online communi-
ties and platforms,” the 
news site reports.

WJHG-TV also pointed 
out that Dictionary.com 
defines cretin as “a stupid, 
obtuse, or mentally defec-
tive person.”

Please see: http://
eagnews.org/teacher-
accuses-students-of-ha-
rassment-for-saying-god-
bless-you-after-sneeze/
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by Mac Slavo, SHTF.com

The pattern continues…

Those who are connected to the 
crimes and misdemeanors of the 
Clinton crime cartel live in hiding 
for fear of their lives.

Of course there was funneling of 
money going on. The Wikileaks 
and Guccifer 2.0 hacks went a 
long way in documenting the quid 
pro quo nature of Clinton diplo-
macy.

Back in the 90s, it was selling 
nuclear secrets to China, and 
schmoozing with high powered 
Chinese individuals, caught up 
in real estate deals, fundraising 
schemes and the like.

So it is little surprising, though 
certainly alarming, that this story 

has surfaced of a Chinese-Ameri-
can businessman who is living in 
hiding and who felt compelled to 
make an ‘insurance policy’ video 
detailing his involvement in the 
Clinton Administration’s “China-
gate” which involved laundered 
funds from high powered Chinese 
businessmen:
via Daily Mail:
A Chinese-American business-
man at the center of a Clinton 
campaign finance scandal se-
cretly filmed a tell-all video as an 
‘insurance policy’ – because he 
feared being murdered.
[…] Johnny Chung spills details 
on how he illegally funneled mon-
ey from Chinese officials to Bill 
Clinton’s 1996 re-election bid.
The Chinese-American Clinton 
fundraiser recorded the ‘elabo-

rate videotaped testimony’ while 
in hiding in 2000.
He smuggled it to trusted friends 
and family with instructions to re-
lease it to the media in the event 
of his untimely death because he 
believed he was at risk of being 
assassinated.
Chung is believed to still be alive 
and living in China.

It seems that there were some im-
plicit threats being made against 
him from within the system just 
ahead of his testimony. His FBI 
protection was lifted and he was 
tauntingly instructed to ‘call 911’ 
if he felt his life was in danger.

Here are the highlight excerpts of 
his confession video:

If one reads between the lines, 
and it seems clear that a threat 

was made against Chung to co-
erce him into keeping his mouth 
shut and saying nothing that could 
indict the sitting President, the 
First Lady or their network of op-
eratives.
Chung described on the tape how 
Democrats on the House Commit-
tee on Government Reform tried 
to dissuade him from testifying 
publicly before the committee by 
sending his attorney a letter tell-
ing him he could plead the Fifth 
Amendment.
[…] The FBI in Los Angeles be-
gan providing around-the-clock 
protection for him. But just a few 
days before Chung was scheduled 
to testify before a grand jury, the 
FBI headquarters in Washington 
called off the protection detail 
and told Chung he would have to 
make the trip alone.

[…]‘I called the FBI office and 
offered to [speak with] the US 
assistant attorney again on the 
phone,’ said Chung. ‘And he said 
‘Mr. Chung your case is over. As 
a normal American citizen, what 
do you do if you feel your life is in 
danger? You just call 911.’

Chung’s connections to elite 
Chinese businessmen apparent-
ly went all the way to the top of 
the chain. It is evident that a for-
eign power influenced the iconic 
American president to the point of 
buying him out.

This is just the top of the iceberg, 
and you can feel it.

Please see: http://www.shtfplan.
com/headline-news/man-in-
hiding-confesses-to-illegal-fund-
raising-for-the-clintons-fears-un-
timely-death_02242017

Clintons Fundraiser In Hiding,  
"Fears Untimely Death"

Trump Just Blew the Dog Whistle 
on a Market Top

by Karl Denninger,  
Market-Ticker.org

A few days ago President 
Trump said deficits are 

out of control. 

He’s right, of course.

In point of fact the real defi-
cit increase was $1.4 tril-
lion last year.  How do we 
know this?  Because debt to 
the penny (an official Trea-
sury site) tells us exactly 
how much the federal gov-
ernment has “borrowed.”

I put “borrowed” in quotes 
for a reason: Banks, in-
cluding the Fed, do not 
actually lend out depos-
its that were previously 
made.  Instead what they 
do is push a button, credit 
your account and cover the 
reserve requirement when 
the money is spent and 
someone else deposits it.

As such borrowing by the 
federal government, which 
is not backed by collater-

al that has already been 
made and is removed 
from the market until 
said loan is repaid, always 
and immediately creates 
monetary inflation.

You cannot control where 
this shows up in prices but 
that it does and always will, 
is a mathematical fact.

Last year GDP was op-
erating at about an $18.7 
trillion in the third quarter 
(when the total deficit in-
crease was totaled as well; 
September 30, 2016.)  This 
means that approximate-
ly 7.5% monetary infla-
tion occurred last fiscal 
year.

How much was the stock 
market up during that time?   
From 1951 -> 2168 (S&P 
500), approximately, or 
roughly 11.1%.

Or was it?

No, it was actually up 
11.1 - 7.5% in real terms 
or 3.6%.

What happens if the defi-
cit goes to zero.  Then the 
market at best grows at 
about 1/4 of the rate it was 
before.

This, of course, assumes 
the stock market got an 
average benefit from that 
inflation.  In point of fact it 
probably got a much larger 
than average benefit.  Why 
do we know this?  Because 
corporate profits have not 
been accelerating materi-
ally and the market is now 
trading at crazy prices: 
sales ratios -- which have 
only been seen before in 
the near term before se-
rious corrections or even 
crashes.

So again -- what do you 
expect to happen if the fuel 
that has driven the market 
up disappears?

You might want to start 
thinking about that.

Please see: http://mar-
ket-ticker.org/akcs-ww-
w?post=231855

Teacher Accuses Students  
of Harassment for Saying  

“God Bless You”After Sneezing

Flush of the Week
Jared Polis (D-Colorado)

Graphics by Lucy

The Agitator in Chief
In an interview with Tucker Carl-
son, Jared Polis was asked if he 
was trying to rebuke the Prez 
by inviting DACA-protected 
Mexican-born immigrant Oscar 
Juarez-Luna to President Trump’s 
Address to the Joint Session of 
Congress. 
Rep. Jared Polis answered by 
saying, “not a rebuke”, but rather 
“to educate!” 
(Trump is not deporting DACA 
protected individuals like Oscar, 
who had been here over a de-
cade.) 
Polis also argued that we need 
to keep the “cheap” labor that 
picks crops. ALSO not part of 
deportation: these folks are NOT 
undocumented workers but high-
ly protected migrant workers 
here legally on a work visas...
Nice try Polis, but you’re not 
trying to “EDUCATE” as you 
claim; but “AGITATE”; a com-
mon grandstanding ploy in 
political-lifer land.

Ron Taylor’s

Educate 
...Agitate...rn c - fa~ 

....----------.- C) 
0 

0 
0 



	 Friday, March 3, 2017	 Sangre de Cristo Sentinel  	 1918	 Sangre de Cristo Sentinel	 Friday, March 3, 2017

Clintons Fundraiser In Hiding,  
"Fears Untimely Death"

by Robert Gore
Straightlinelogic.com

Socionomic theory predicts 
it will be at its least popular 

when it’s most useful, implying 
that right now, few will read The 
Socionomic Theory of Finance 
(STF) [by Robert R. Prechter] or 
this review, although it’s an im-
portant book and most financial 
market participants would bene-
fit immensely from learning why 
they consistently lose money.

The prevalence of herding 
throughout the animal kingdom 
suggests its evolutionary benefits. 
A gnu in a herd sees a stalking 
lion and before you know it, 
they’re all fleeing because they’re 
all fleeing. One may end up gnu 
tartare, but the rest are safe, and 
evolution cares about species, 
not individuals. On a less blood-
thirsty note, when a gnu finds a 
spring in a parched savannah, 
before you know it, the herd has 
bellied up to the bar. In an un-
certain world, herding allows for 
virtually instantaneous dispersal 
of knowledge and evolutionarily 
effective responses.

Socionomics (so-shee-o-nom’-
ics or so-see-o-nom’-ics) is the 
study of social mood and its 
influence over social attitudes 
and actions. It provides a ba-
sis for explaining the genesis of 
past social events and for an-
ticipating future ones, thereby 
offering a new science of histo-
ry and social prediction.

STF, pg. 113

In contexts of uncertainty, 
herding is what Prechter terms 
“pre-rational.” Pre-rational herd-
ing impulses take precedence 
over rational reflexion and are the 
fundamental psychological driv-
er of inherently uncertain finan-
cial markets. So-called rational 
reflexion comes after the impul-
sive imperative, and is nothing 
more than rationalization. Fol-
lowing the herd in financial mar-
kets brings participants to grief, 
because the herd always has and 

always will buy high and sell low.

Socionomic theory breaks rev-
olutionary and controversial 
ground.

The main theoretical principles 
are that in human, complex sys-
tems:
•	 Shared unconscious impulses 

to herd in contexts of uncer-
tainty lead to mass psycholog-
ical dynamics manifested as 
social mood trends.

•	 These social mood trends con-
form to a hierarchal fractal 
called the Wave Principle (WP) 
and therefore are probabilisti-
cally predictable.

•	 These patterns of human ag-
gregate behavior are form-de-
termined due to endogenous 
processes, rather than mecha-
nistically determined by exoge-
nous causes.

•	 Social mood trends determine 
the character of social actions 
and are their underlying cause.

STF, pg. 313

The last bullet point often proves 
the bridge too far. Everybody 
“knows” that events are behind 
social mood and its swings. Ris-
ing stock markets and expanding 
economies make people optimis-
tic and happy. Depressions and 
wars make people depressed, 
pessimistic, fearful and belliger-
ent. The socionomic theory re-
quires a 180-degree reversal in 
most people’s thinking. Social 
mood trends, regulated by their 
own internal, or endogenous, 
dynamics and impervious to ex-
ternal influences, motivate social 
actions. Social mood is the cause; 
social actions are the effects.  
Stock markets rise and econo-
mies expand because of rising so-
cial mood. Depressions and wars 
are results of falling social mood.

Social mood itself is intangi-
ble, although its effects are not, 
but we have indicators of social 
mood, called sociometers, from 
fields of human endeavor that are 
collective exercises in contexts of 

uncertainty. The best sociometers 
are equity markets, which second 
by second register changes in the 
speculative herd’s mood. Study-
ing stock market charts in the 
1930s and 1940s, Ralph Nelson 
Elliott discerned the wave pat-
terns that became the basis for the 

Elliott Wave Theory (EWT).

As established by R.N. Elliott 
empirically and Benoit Man-
delbrot mathematically, finan-
cial prices fluctuate as a frac-
tal, with a comparable style of 
movement on all time scales, 
from seconds to centuries.

STF, pg. 232

A fractal, according to the Mer-
riam-Webster online dictionary, 
is: “[A]ny of various extreme-
ly irregular curves or shapes for 

which any suitably chosen part is 
similar in shape to a given larger 
or smaller part when magnified or 
reduced to the same size.”

While Elliott waves are irreg-
ular fractals, they take shape 

according to certain guidelines 
and mathematical relationships. 
At any point a financial market 
can go up or down, but the EWT 
yields probabilistic predictions 
about its direction and pattern, 
which means it can be empirical-
ly tested. Much of STF is devoted 
to demonstrating the EWT’s pre-
dictive efficacy.

Prechter demolishes a slew of 
external, or exogenous, cause 
theories purporting to explain fi-
nancial markets. He presents sol-

id evidence that the socionomic 
theory yields testable predictions 
that flow logically from its pos-
tulates and are far more accurate 
than such theories or random 
guesses. He’s had his whiffs—
predictions can only be probabi-
listic, not certainties. However, 
he and EWI’s numerous home 
runs, including the last stock 
market crash and the subsequent 
rally, put them in the prognostica-
tors’ hall of fame.

Prechter does an outstanding 
job of making his theory acces-
sible. He is a fine writer with 
a straightforward style, which 
makes most of the book an easy 
read (a few unessential articles 
by other writers are more diffi-
cult). The numerous charts are 
well labeled and explained. His 
current prediction for equity mar-
kets and the economy is that we 
are within months of the end of 
a fractal series of rising mood 
trends that will mark the top not 
just of the bull market wave that 
began in 2009, but a larger wave 
that began in 1974, a still larger 
wave that began in 1932, and a 
still larger wave that began in the 
1780s. A huge down wave will 
propel a devastating financial 
crash and a depression greater 
than the Great Depression. 

The Socionomic Theory of Fi-
nance represents a monumental 
intellectual accomplishment. 
Prechter has exposed exogenous 
cause “theories” as nothing more 
than post hoc rationalizations 
with the predictive power of coin 
flips. To his credit as a scientist, 
he invites further study, refine-
ments, and modifications. How-
ever, those who directly chal-
lenge socionomics cannot fall 
back on the widely-accepted for-
mulations he’s discredited. They 
must propose a theory that yields 
testable hypotheses and has more 
predictive power. That’s how 
real science works. Until some-
one builds that better theoreti-
cal mousetrap, socionomics will 
reign intellectually supreme.

Printed with permission.

Buy High and Sell Low?  
A Review of “The Socionomic Theory of Finance”

To an uninitiated person, conventional  
economic thinking feels right even though 
it’s wrong, and socionomic causality feels 
wrong even though it’s right. 

To begin your journey out of that mindset, 
you must learn to accept and then em-
brace irony and paradox, at least as hu-
mans are unconsciously wired to interpret 
things. Once you recognize that social mood 
and patterned herding are independent, 
 primary causes that have consequences in 
social action, once you get used to the world of 
socionomic causality, the irony and paradox 
will melt away, and everything the markets 
do will make sense. Rather than appearing 
unfathomable, market action will become 
completely normal, somewhat predictable 
and wonderfully entertaining. 

— Robert R. Prechter

Teacher Accuses Students  
of Harassment for Saying  

“God Bless You”After Sneezing

by Ryan McMaken,  
The Mises Institute

In the wake of the Senate’s con-
firmation of the appointment of 

Betsy DeVos, the protests from 
the left prompted Republican 
Congressman Thomas Massie to 
offer them a way to get rid of De-
Vos: eliminate the Department of 
Education. 

According to Massie, he’d been 
planning to introduce the bill for 
more than a year, and the contro-
versy over DeVos appeared to be 
as good a time as any. 

There’s no harm in Massie in-
troducing the bill, of course, 
although as I’ve noted here, the 
odds of Republicans offering 
much help to Massie in passing 

the bill are pretty low. 

But as long as we’re identifying 
cabinet-level agencies for the 
chopping block, why stop with 
the Department of Education? 

There are plenty of other depart-
ments which oversee activities 
that could easily be done by state 
and local agencies, or which 
should just be reduced to their 
former less-exalted positions in 
the federal ecosystem. 

For starters, we’ll just address 
some of the low-hanging fruit. 
Here are agencies that can be 
eliminated with relative ease, 
either because they are recent-
ly-created, redundant, or utterly 
unnecessary. 

One: The Department of 
Homeland Security,  
$51 Billion

Somehow, the United States 
managed to get along for more 
than 225 years before this de-
partment was created by Con-
gress and the Bush Administra-
tion in 2002. 

The department quickly became 
a way for the federal govern-
ment to spread federal taxpayer 
dollars to state and local law en-
forcement agencies, thus gaining 
greater control at the local level. 
The DHS administers a num-
ber of grant programs that have 
helped to purchase a variety of 
new toys for law enforcement 
groups including new weapons, 
and new technologies. Also in-

cluded in this is the infamous 
military surplus program which 
supplies tanks and other military 
equipment to police forces ev-
erywhere from big cities to small 
rural towns. The crime-free 
Town of Keene, New Hampshire 
made sure its police received 
a tank through this program as 
have many larger cities. 

When the Orlando gunman 
opened fire in the Pulse night-
club in 2016, the police eventu-
ally rolled up in a tank — which 
did nothing to stem the blood-
shed inside the club. 

Police claim they need these 
half-million-dollar vehicles from 
the DHS to deal with civil unrest. 
Never mind, of course, that ev-
ery state already has a National 

Guard force specifically for that 
purpose. 

While the department was creat-
ed in response to the 9/11 attacks, 
the department does nothing to 
address anything like a 9/11-style 
attack, and all the agencies that 
were supposed to provide intelli-
gence on such attacks — the FBI 
for instance — already exist in 
other departments and continue 
to enjoy huge budgets. 

DHS also includes agencies that 
already existed in other depart-
ments before, such as the Fed-
eral Emergency Management 

Four Agencies to Abolish Along With  
The Department of Education

FOUR AGENCIES 
see page 24



20	 Sangre de Cristo Sentinel	 Friday, March 3, 2017

The Second Amendment Corner
Liberty’s Line in the Sand 20171776

 “ The Constitution preserves the advantage of being 
armed which Americans possess over the people of  

almost every other nation…(where) the governments are 
afraid to trust the people with arms.” 

-James Madison, The Federalist, No. 46     Published Tuesday, January 29, 1788

“Blessed be the LORD my Rock, Who trains my hands for war, And my fingers for battle—”
A Psalm of David, Psalm 144:1 

by Dean Weingarten,  
Gun Watch

Governor Chris Sununu 
has signed SB12, the 

“permitless” or Constitu-
tional Carry bill for New 
Hampshire in a signing cer-
emony.  The ceremony was 
held at 10:30 Eastern time, 
today, 22 February, 2017. 
From Governor Sununu’s 
Facebook page:

Signing #SB12 into law is a 
commitment I made to the 
people of New Hampshire. 
I am proud today to fulfill 
that commitment.

Similar bills were vetoed 
twice by former Democrat 
Governor Maggie Hassan.  
Hassan left the Governor’s 
mansion to become a U.S. 
Senator from New Hamp-
shire.

The bill passed with solid 
margins in the Senate, 13-

10, and in the House, 200-
97. Here is the analysis of 
SB12 from the New Hamp-
shire legislature:

I. Increases the length of 
time for which a license 
to carry a pistol or re-
volver is valid.

II. Allows a person to car-
ry a loaded, concealed 
pistol or revolver without 
a license unless such per-
son is otherwise prohib-
ited by New Hampshire 
statute.

III. Requires the director 
of the division of state 
police to negotiate and 
enter into agreements 
with other jurisdictions 
to recognize in those ju-
risdictions the validity of 
the license to carry issued 
in this state.

IV. Repeals the require-
ment to obtain a license 

to carry a concealed pis-
tol or revolver.

A campaign to push Gov-
ernor Sununu to veto the 
bill was pushed by Michael 
Bloomberg organizations. 
Some New Hampshire po-
lice organizations joined 
the campaign.  From the 
eagletribune.com:

CONCORD, N.H. — Sen-
ate Bill 12, a bill ending 
the permit requirement to 
carry concealed guns in 
New Hampshire, will allow 
sex offenders and children 
to carry certain firearms 
concealed if signed by Gov. 
Chris Sununu, according to 
the New Hampshire Associ-
ation of Chiefs of Police.

Reading carefully, the po-
lice are worried that people 
under the age of 18 might 
legally carry rifles and 
shotguns concealed.  They 

are also worried that people 
who have committed some 
misdemeanors would be 
able to carry concealed. 

Their efforts were blunted 
by the fact that both Ver-
mont and Maine have sim-
ilar rights to carry firearms. 
Vermont has been a “per-
mitless” or Constitutional 
Carry state for its entire 
existence; Maine joined 
the club last year. Neither 
has had any adverse expe-
riences with Constitutional 
Carry.

©2017 by Dean Weingar-
ten: Permission to share is 
granted when this notice 
and link are included.
Please see: http://
gunwatch.blogspot.
com/2017/02/gover-
nor-sununu-signs-constitu-
tional.html

New Hampshire  
Gets Constitutional Carry

Rotary Int’l Bars 
Clubs from Hosting 

Gun-Related  
Fundraisers

by Erika Haas,  
BearingArms.com

It appears Rotary International (RI), the service or-
ganization made up of 35,000-plus clubs across the 
globe and over 1.2 million members, is attempting to 
quietly distance itself from the firearms industry.

At the start of the new year, the foundation instated 
new rules prohibiting its clubs from accepting spon-
sorships from, or co-branding with, firearms or weap-
ons companies.

Clubs were also warned against hosting gun shows, 
gun sporting events or hunts – all of which are used as 
fundraising events for the organization and its human-
itarian programs.

“The RI Board would not take kindly upon knowing 
that Rotary clubs are sponsoring or hosting gun and 
knife shows or that the clubs are hosting or sponsoring 
shooting tournaments and hunts. We would appreciate 
your assistance in passing on this information to the 
clubs in your areas and, if you would, ask any clubs 
that may already be sponsoring or hosting gun/knife 
shows, shooting tournaments and/or hunts to cease 
such activity,” read one notice.

Soon after the new policy was put in place, sever-
al clubs complained. As a result, the RI Board said 
it would review the policy and provide more details 
soon.

Until then, clubs are allowed to proceed with any cur-
rent gun-related events they have planned.

Please see:https://bearingarms.com/erika-h/2017/ 
02/24/rotary-international-bans-gun-related- 
fundraisers/

National Reciprocity Bill in Senate: 
What Are the Prospects

by Dean Weingarten,  
GunWatch.Blogspot.com

On Saturday, February 
25, 2017, Senator John 

Cornyn (R-TX) announced 
that he will introduce the 
Constitutional Concealed 
Carry Reciprocity Act in the 
Senate this week.  From the 
Dailycaller.com:

Texas Republican Sen. John 
Cornyn announced Satur-
day at the general meeting 
of the Texas State Rifle As-
sociation in Austin that he 
will introduce the Consti-
tutional Concealed Carry 
Reciprocity Act in the upper 
chamber next week.

The bill is said to mirror 
H.R. 38, in the House of 
Representatives.

A similar national reciproc-
ity bill was put forward by 
Senator Cornyn in 2013. 
It came within 3 votes of 
overcoming the Senate fil-
libuster.  57 senators voted 
for it, 43 against it.  After 
the 2016 election, that num-
ber should have switched 
to 58, assuming that all 
Republicans vote for the 
bill, and all Democrats who 
voted for it before will still 

vote for it.  The Democrats 
who voted for it in 2013 are:
Joe Donnelly, Indiana; Jon 
Tester, Montana; Tom Udall, 
New Mexico; Martin Hein-
rich, New Mexico; Mark 
Warner, Virginia and Joe 
Manchin, West Virginia.

Those senators are all still 
in office.

Thirty-three senators voted 
against it, and are still in 
office. The turnover of 10 
senators who voted against 
the bill from 2013 to2017,  
only switches one vote with 
clarity.  Of the 33 who are 
still in office, five are up for 
election in 2018 in states 
that Trump won.  Those 
five senators are from states 
with large numbers of con-
cealed carry permits. One, 
Missouri, is now a Consti-
tutional carry state, which 
means that everyone who 
votes in Missouri, over the 
age of 20, is now a poten-
tial legal gun carrier.  The 
numbers of permit holders 
in those states has increased 
from those listed below: 

Bill Nelson, Florida 
Over - 1,400,000 resident 
permits in Florida.  All 

are voters.
Claire McCaskill, Missou-
ri - Over 171,000 permits, 
potentially all voters over 
20.
Sherrod Brown, Ohio 
Over - 574,000 permits in 
Ohio. All are voters.
Bob Casey, Pennsylvania 
Over - 1,000,000 permits 
in the state. All are voters.
Tammy Baldwin, Wiscon-
sin, over 240,000 permits 
in the state. All are voters.

It is reasonable to believe 
that in 2013, the Obama 
administration lobbied hard 
against the national reci-
procity bill.  In 2017, it is 
reasonable to believe that 
the Trump administration 
will lobby hard in favor 
of it.  National reciprocity 
was one of the pillars of the 
Donald Trump campaign.

Will they be able to switch 
two votes to overcome the 
60-vote filibuster barrier? It 
looks to be eminently plau-
sible.  

The only reason to vote 
against the bill is purely 
ideological. Why would 
Senator Bill Nelson of Flor-

ida want to prevent 1.4 mil-
lion voters in his state from 
being able to carry in other 
states?  Permit holders from 
other states can already car-
ry in Florida. The same is 
true in Ohio, Missouri, and 
Wisconsin. Pennsylvania 
honors permits from 25 oth-
er states.

Tammy Baldwin of Wis-
consin is an extreme ideo-
logue.  I do not expect her 
to switch.  I am not so cer-
tain about the other four.  
Perhaps readers with more 
information can comment 
on Bill Nelson, Claire Mc-
Caskill, Sherrod Brown and 
Bob Casey.

Only two senators have to 
flip to pass national reci-
procity over the 60-vote fil-
ibuster barrier.

I predict that we will obtain 
national reciprocity under 
the Trump administration.

©2017 by Dean We-
ingarten: Permission to 
share is granted when 
this notice and link are 
included. Please see: 
http://gunwatch.blogspot.
com/2017/02/national-rec-
iprocity-bill-in-senate.html
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by Herschel Smith,  
The Captains Journal

The Fourth Circuit made a very 
good decision in the case of 

Nathaniel Black.  They didn’t 
seem to care about that decision 
and specifically violated their 
own precedents and showed they 
couldn’t care less about consis-
tency in the case of U.S. vs Rob-
inson.  Now they have gone off 
the deep end.

A federal appeals court on Tues-
day upheld Maryland’s ban on 
semiautomatic guns with certain 
military-style features that the 
state passed after the 2012 mass 
shooting at a Newtown, CT, ele-
mentary school.

The 10-to-4 ruling by the U.S. 
Court of Appeals for the 4th 
Circuit vacates an earlier panel 
decision that cast doubt on the 
constitutionality of the ban that 
is similar to laws in seven states, 
including California, Connecti-
cut and New Jersey.

The ruling from the Rich-
mond-based court goes further 
than other appellate courts that 
have reviewed similar laws in 
stating clearly that “assault 
weapons and large-capacity 
magazines are not protected by 

the Second Amendment.” The 
majority opinion, written by 
Judge Robert B. King, refers to 
the banned firearms as “weapons 
of war” that the court says are 
most useful in the military.

In a strongly worded dissent, 
Judge William B. Traxler Jr. said 
his colleagues have “gone to 
greater lengths than any other 
court to eviscerate the constitu-
tionally guaranteed right to keep 
and bear arms.”

That they have, and they have 
also added language to both the 
Second Amendment and Heller 
that isn’t there.

“It’s unthinkable that people 
could say that those weapons of 
war are protected by the Second 
Amendment,” Frosh said Tues-
day. “Especially when you look 
at the carnage at Newtown and 
elsewhere around the country.”
[ … ]
Like Maryland, Connecticut’s 
ban was expanded after a gun-
man used a military-style semi-
automatic weapon to kill 20 stu-
dents and six teachers at Sandy 
Hook Elementary School.

The 81-page opinion issued Tues-
day opens with a detailed de-
scription of that day, including 

the number of rounds of ammuni-
tion fired, and goes on to describe 
mass shootings involving similar 
military-style firearms in a long 
list of other U.S. cities.

“We have no power to extend 
Second Amendment protection to 
the weapons of war that the Hell-
er decision explicitly excluded 
from such coverage,” King wrote 
in the 4th Circuit opinion, refer-
ring to the Supreme Court case 
known as District of Columbia v. 
Heller.

The court also found that Mary-
land lawmakers were justified in 
passing the ban in the interest of 
public safety because magazines 
holding more than 10 rounds of 
ammunition “enable shooters to 
inflict mass casualties while de-
priving victims and law enforce-
ment officers of opportunities to 
escape or overwhelm the shoot-
ers while they reload their weap-
ons.”

Forget the fact that Charles Whit-
man used a bolt action long gun 
(Remington 700), that storied 
Marine sniper Carlos Hathcock 
used a Winchester Model 70 .30-
06, that Marines initially in Iraq 
during the push to Baghdad used 
the same rifle for long distance 
shooting, and that Marines in 

Now Zad, Afghanistan, used 12 
gauge shotguns for room clearing 
operations.  Left unsaid is why 
the laws don’t regulate assault 
hammers.  This is what happens 
when idiots try to make legal de-
cisions who have no knowledge 
of the facts.

It’s also what happens when men 
and women who have no mor-
al compunction about violating 
their oath of office get to make 
judgments that affect the rest of 
the country.  Recognizing the 
right of every citizen to have the 
weapon that best allows him to 
defend his own family isn’t an 
expansion of the Second Amend-
ment.  And Heller said nothing 
about forbidding semi-automatic 
firearms from its scope, semi-au-
tomatic firearms having been 
around for more than a century 
when Heller was decided, in use 
by both civilians and the military.

This neat, clean bifurcation be-
tween civilian and military weap-
ons is non-existent, an imaginary 
phantom concocted by judges to 
make themselves feel better for 
depriving citizens of their rights, 
pretend sociology wrapped up 
in legal language.  These are 
God-given rights, not subject to 
the whims or vicissitudes of judi-
cial political leanings.

Here is the ruling.  Frosh said 
“It’s unthinkable that people 
could say that those weapons of 
war are protected by the Second 
Amendment … Especially when 
you look at the carnage at New-
town and elsewhere around the 
country.”  Well think it, collectiv-
ist hack.  I’m telling you flat out 
that weapons of war are protected 
by God, and included within the 
scope of the Second Amendment.

Whether citizens of Maryland 
choose to stay and fight or move 
to a free state, remember Matt 
Bracken’s advice—  

Reprinted with Permission. 
Please see: http://www.cap-
tainsjournal.com/2017/02/21/
fourth-circuit-court-of-appeals-
has-gone-full-anti-gun-anti-con-
stitution/

Fourth Circuit Court of Appeals  
Has Gone Full Anti-Gun, Anti-Constitution

by David Codrea,  
OathKeeppers.Org

On Tuesday, the United 
States Court Of Ap-

peals for the Fourth Circuit, 
in the matter of Kolbe v. 
Hogan, upheld Maryland’s 
so-called “assault weapon” 
ban. The divided decision 
dashes hopes raised last 
year when a three-judge 
panel ruled the doctrine of 
“strict scrutiny” should ap-
ply in determining if edicts 
like the Orwellian-named 
Maryland Firearm Safety 
Act (FSA) violated pre-
sumed Bill of Rights pro-
tections.

As noted in an Oath Keep-
ers analysis at the time, that 
still left open the question 
of how courts would inter-
pret the “legal” benchmark 
for weapons designated “in 
common use at the time.” 
What’s clear from the en 
banc ruling is that the dom-
inant thought on the Fourth 
Circuit repudiates reality 
by denying the function 
of the militia to field citi-
zen soldiers bearing “ordi-
nary military equipment” 
intended to be taken into 
“common defense” battles.

The court contorted that, 
denying such weaponry 
is protected, and further, 
“even if the banned assault 
weapons and large-capac-
ity magazines are some-
how entitled to Second 

Amendment protection — 
the district court properly 
subjected the FSA to in-
termediate scrutiny [Note/
DC/: levels of scrutiny 
explained here. See http://
blogs.findlaw.com/law_ 
and_life/2014/01/challen-
ing-laws-3-levels-of-scru-
tiny-explained.html] and 
correctly upheld it as con-
stitutional under that stan-
dard of review.”

You can read about the de-
cision all over the place. 
Pro-gunners are decrying 
it. Gun-grabbers are in-
your-face rejoicing. No 
amount of punditry or quot-
ing the Founders is going 
to change things. What’s 
needed is a Supreme Court 
ruling, and they could side 
with Maryland or just let 
everything stand by do-
ing nothing, that is, by not 
hearing the case and letting 
the Fourth’s decision stand.

So what can we do to in-
crease the odds of a favor-
able outcome?

For now, we need to be 
holding our Senator’s feet 
to the fire on who they vote 
to confirm.

Let’s look at the Kolbe 
judges, specifically at the 
ones who evidently believe 
the Second Amendment 
has nothing to do with “the 
security of a free State.” 
From the decision:

Judge King wrote the 
opinion for the en banc 
majority, in which Chief 
Judge Gregory and Judges 
Wilkinson, Motz, Keenan, 
Wynn, Floyd, Thacker and 
Harris joined in full; Judge 
Diaz joined in part as to 
the Second Amendment 
claims and joined as to the 
Fourteenth Amendment 
equal protection and due 
process claims; and Judg-
es Niemeyer, Shedd, and 
Agee joined as to the Four-
teenth Amendment claims 
only. Judge Wilkinson wrote 
a concurring opinion, in 
which Judge Wynn joined. 
Judge Diaz wrote an opin-
ion concurring in part and 
concurring in the judgment 
as to the Second Amend-
ment claims. Judge Traxler 
wrote a dissenting opinion 
as to the Second Amend-
ment claims, in which Judg-
es Niemeyer, Shedd and 
Agee joined. Judge Traxler 
also wrote an opinion dis-
senting as to the Fourteenth 
Amendment equal protec-
tion claim and concurring 
in the judgment as to the 
Fourteenth Amendment due 
process claim.

Now, focusing on the 
anti-Second Amendment 
contingent, let’s look at 
who appointed the robed 
oath-breakers, and who 
supported their confirma-

tion.  Of significance: Re-
publicans participated in it 
all, and one of the most vo-
cal opponents of an individ-
ual rights “interpretation” 
of the Second Amendment 
is Ronald Reagan appoin-
tee J. Harvie Wilkinson, 
who took SCOTUS to task 
for confirming that truth.

That brings us to another 
nominee currently under 
consideration for the Su-
preme Court, Neil Gorsuch. 
Evidently saying “the Sec-
ond Amendment … may 
not be infringed lightly” is 
enough for all the national 

gun groups to declare this 
guy the Second Coming of 
Scalia. What they won’t an-
swer – because they can’t – 
is “Why?” There are plenty 
of competing interests in 
his personal background 

that raise flags and due dil-
igence scrutiny, but instead 
concerns are not just being 
dismissed – they’re being 
ignored. We’re expected 
to just trust the Republi-
cans to do the right thing 
— like they did for (to) us 
with William Brennan, Earl 
Warren, Warren Burger, 
David Souter…

If and when the Supreme 
Court hears Kolbe, will it 
be a crapshoot?

No one expects the Senate 
Judiciary Committee to 
try and pin Gorsuch down 
on specifics of cases he’s 

likely to hear.  That said, 
there’s no rule against ask-
ing about understanding 
and principle, and it’s not 
expecting too much for 
those taking their “advice 
and consent” role seriously 

to pose some pointed ques-
tions on just what he thinks 
the Founders meant in the 
Second Amendment. And 
requiring unequivocal re-
sponses under oath.

What other job lets candi-
dates play coy with how 
they intend to follow the 
rules, and then hires them?

With Trump, we’ve been 
given a rare opportunity to 
shape the future direction 
of the high court and sub-
ordinate federal courts for 
years to come.  He would 
not have been elected with-
out strong conservative and 
gun owner support, and 
that was given because he 
promised things were not 
going to be business as 
usual.

Now is no time to be ap-
plying rubber stamps only 
to find we’ve been sold 
(yet another) bill of goods. 
If the Supreme Court ends 
up saying we have no right 
to keep and bear arms of 
the type needed to defend 
Liberty, good people are 
going to end up experienc-
ing things a lot more pain-
ful than buyer’s remorse.

Reprinted with Permis-
sion. Please see: https://
www.oathkeepers.org/
fourth-circuit-second-
amendment-subversion-
highlights-critical-need-
vet-judges/

Fourth Circuit 2nd Amendment Subversion  
Highlights the Critical Need to Vet Judges

“Here’s an outcome the robed betrayers haven’t 
factored into their subversive rulings...”

[Via Matthew Bracken]

“So, if you have 18 guns 

and 12 of them are  

declared illegal, how many 

guns will you have?”

Eighteen.
YOUR MOVE.

So, if you have 14 guns 

and some judges on a 

federal court decide 

that 10 of them are not 

protected by the 2nd 

Amendment, just how 

many guns will I have?

All of them.
YOUR MOVE.

Codrea and Smith Weigh in on Kolbe vs Hogan Decision

“So, If I have 24 guns and ...”     
“You only have 24 guns?”
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A Sheepdog Barks!

Dear Mayor Slipjaw,

Because I am approaching retirement 
age, I have been researching possible 
places to spend my golden years.  I 
understand you preside over a sanc-
tuary city which caught my attention.  
Having been in the ministry for over 
fifty years, I am quite familiar with 
the word ‘sanctuary.’  According to 
my count, the expression appears 97 
times in the Bible and is generally 
defined as a place set apart for the 
worship of God.  It is also used as 
meaning a refuge or a place of pro-
tection; I’m certain the latter defini-
tion is the one of your choice which 
I also favor.

Facing the probability of living on a 
limited fixed income, it occurred to 
me that several significant advan-
tages may be available to anyone 
fortunate enough to have residence 
in your benevolent municipality.  
Unless I am sadly mistaken, your 
willingness to harbor illegal aliens 
is an indication of broader latitudes 
concerning other unfortunate laws.  
Frankly, I have grown weary fight-
ing my “dark side” and have decid-
ed I would be more comfortable in a 
place that encourages its exploration.

These thoughts have led me to a 
number of questions that I hope you 
can help me with.  I suppose that few, 
if any, of your undocumented guests 
carry auto insurance, so would it be 
absolutely necessary for me to be 
insured?  It is incredibly expensive, 
and everyone knows the entire indus-
try is evil and should be boycotted.  
If the government can provide for 
our health needs, why not transpor-
tation as well?  Speaking of health, 
I assume all of my necessities can 
be dealt with in emergency rooms or 
free clinics…is that correct?

Would I be prosecuted for shoplift-
ing?  Corporate America has grown 
rich on the backs of the disenfran-
chised; it’s past time for more re-
distribution of the wealth…Bernie 
Sanders is my guy!  What is your 
attitude about purse snatching?  If 
I promise to only target old women 
with expensive fur coats – would that 
fly?  I am a card carrying member of 
PETA and abhor the awful treatment 
of animals.  I do hope your local Mc-
Donald’s has a free day for the home-
less.  I believe I could be very adept 
at aggressive panhandling – getting 
in peoples’ faces and yelling at nine-
ty decibels is something I’m actually 
quite good at.  I suppose police pro-
tection would be provided if I were 
threatened with violence.

For reasons unstated, I am accom-
plished at siphoning gas.  I would 
only use this God given talent on 
high-end cars to help my undocu-
mented brothers who are forced to 
drive broken down Chevys.  I see 
myself as a modern Robin Hood; I’m 
certain Nancy, Chuckie, Hillary and 
Barack would applaud my pure heart 
motives.  Please understand, I greatly 
desire to be a contributing member of 
your community.  When good liberal 

protest is called for, I assure you, Mr. 
Mayor, I will be on the front lines.  I 
am old, but with some effort I believe 
I could still break some windows 
or light a match.  If you thought it 
would be advantageous, I could wear 
my clerical collar to add credibility 
to our outrage.

Do you think I would find a great-
er acceptance if I brushed up on 
Arabic?  Would you recommend a 
change in wardrobe to appear a lit-
tle more Middle Eastern?  I am not a 
Muslim but would be happy to write 
multiple letters to the editor in sym-
pathy for their plight.  Mr. Trump is 
an obvious hate monger without any 
ability to see the innate goodness in 
all persons.  The minuscule number 
of potential terrorists that he profess-
es to be worried about are simply 
misguided individuals who need to 
be redirected toward love.  I would 
be happy to assist your city in orga-
nizing an Islamic Woodstock…my, 
oh my, those were the days.

I must confess that I am slightly wor-
ried about housing after perusing 
your local newspaper.  It seems to be 
very unaffordable…those wretched 
capitalists!  Would it be possible to 
provide me with some public hous-
ing in exchange for my community 
organizing efforts?  A three bedroom, 
two bath condo with a lovely view of 
the bay would do nicely.  Nothing ex-
travagant, you understand, but cable 
T.V. and off street parking would be 
appreciated.  And of course, central 
air conditioning is a must.

Mr. Mayor, I know you’re extreme-
ly busy orchestrating a very import-
ant “We All Hate Trump” campaign 
which, by the way, I would be delight-
ed to assist.  In light of this critical 
effort and the demands it places on 
you, I shall conclude this letter with 
one last inquiry.  My limited research 
revealed your humanitarian city does 
contain charities that distribute food 
and meals which will be essential to 
my wellbeing.  I would like to avoid 
those rescue missions that insist on 
preaching what they call the “Gos-
pel” before a morsel of food is pre-
sented.  They always major on the 
so-called depravity of mankind and 
the alleged need for salvation and re-
demption…the negativity upsets me 
terribly!  As far as I am concerned, 
the only hell is here on earth living 
in close proximity to those damnable 
Conservatives.  I do hope you can 
guide me through their sand traps 
of “traditional values.”  Speaking of 
sand traps, I do love golf; does your 
city have any courses that offer com-
plimentary clergy passes?

I will await your reply in the hope 
of becoming a new resident in your 
wonderful socialistic kingdom.

Sincerely yours,
Reverend Comrade Doomsberry
P.S.  I doubt my 1968 VW flower bus 
can pass your strict emissions test, 
but it is covered with “Save the Plan-
et” bumper stickers.  Is that sufficient 
mitigation?

New Residents Welcomed

Been monitoring the local 
Facebook political site 

and a few national ones.  I also 
spend some time reading the 
Fox News and POTUS twitter 
account sites.  (I can’t believe 
I just said that.)  It’s very dis-
turbing.  The LPSDs in Amer-
ica are lost; completely and 
totally lost.  If their rantings 
continue and they cannot see 
what the truth is and what the 
real spirit of America is in the 
next few years my hopes for a 
recovery will be dashed.  Their 
illogical and emotional beliefs 
and feelings are scary.  They 
think they know what Ameri-
ca is all about but they don’t 
have a clue.  And the younger 
they, are the worse it is.  One 
young LPSD journalist was 
debating the illegal immigrant 
deportation issue and actually 
said that enforcing the exist-
ing deportation laws (which 
have been around for decades) 
is UNAMERICAN.  WHAT?  
Can the LPSDs be any more 
screwed up?  They truly be-
lieve violence, property de-
struction and squashing free 
speech is the new American 
Spirit.  It is very sad and very 
disturbing to this sheepdog.  
America may have crossed 
the Rubicon and possibly can-
not be saved.  We may only be 
experiencing a short pause be-
fore the final decent.  WOOF!  

And LPSDs think they are 
really clever.  They soften 
language to make it more ac-
ceptable, at least to the liber-
als.  You know what I mean, 
like abortion is a “choice” 
not a murder or killing.  And 
spending money we don’t 
have is “investing” in our fu-
ture instead of destroying our 
future.  Here’s the latest one, 
friends – “protections”.  We 
are going to hear this one a lot 
as President Trump (PT) “de-
regulates” the overreaching 
and over-controlling federal 
government.  The LPSDs will 
cry out that PT is eliminating 
“protections” not unnecessary 
regulations.  They love to soft-
en things up and yet they only 
fool themselves.  WOOF!

I must speak out about the 
Texas girl that thinks she’s 
a boy but just won the state 
wrestling title in her weight 
class in the Texas High School 
Girls Wrestling Tournament.  
Confused?  Only if you are 
not an LPSD! Let me try to 
explain.  The girl, ‘er trans-
boy, says she thinks she is a 
boy and wants to wrestle boys.  

But the mean ole State of 
Texas won’t let her.  In Texas 
you have to compete with the 
same sex that’s on your birth 
certificate. You know, with 
the other athletes that have 
the same kind of body parts 
that you have.  You know, like 
soft skin, long eyelashes and 
small biceps maybe.  Anyway 
I digress.  On the surface that 
policy certainly makes sense 
to me.  So even though her 
grandma says she really, real-
ly wants to wrestle boys, the 
state said no.  She was forced 
to wrestle other girls.  I didn’t 
even know that girl wrestling 
was a high school sport.  What 
the heck happened to field 
hockey and half-court basket-
ball?  Don’t answer that, you 
might be called a sexist or 
worse – a misogynist.  Any-
way, back to Texas.  So this 
girl, er transboy, wrestles girls, 
goes undefeated and wins the 
State Championship.  Noth-
ing wrong with that right?  
Wrong!  This is where I part 
ways with the so-called adults 
in the Texas High School Ath-
letics programs.  I like that she 
had to wrestle other girls.  I 
don’t like that it was a known 
fact that she was “pumped up” 
on steroids and extra help-
ings of testosterone while she 
transitions her way to big bi-
ceps and a flat chest.  What in 
the blazes are the authorities 
thinking.  Performance en-
hancing drugs are prohibited.  
So here is how real adults 
should have handled this.  
Adult:  Girl, you can choose 
to wrestle with other girls 
without taking drugs or you 
can choose to take “boy kind” 
of drugs and NOT WRESTLE 
AT ALL.  Girl:  That is so 
mean!  Adult:  NEXT!  That’s 
how this ole sheepdog sees it. 
WOOF!

How many of you readers feel 
sorry about the Iranian film 
director that didn’t come to 
the Oscars because PT was 
mean and rude to his country?  
Raise your hands!  Just like I 
thought.  NO ONE!  WOOF!  
And I hope you didn’t miss 
this Academy Awards part.  
Some two bit actor read a 
verse from the Koran about 
love (you know “Love 
Trumps Hate” according to 
the LPSDs).  The crowd, a 
bunch of “make-believe” los-
ers, cried and cheered.  Real-
ly?  The Koran is what “in-
spires” the world’s Jihadists 
which all just happen to be 

Muslim.  Clueless!  WOOF!  

Here’s my best advice to the 
father of the Navy Seal that 
was killed during the Yemen 
raid.  We all respect and hon-
or your son’s willingness to 
serve and risk his life for us 
all.  Please do not besmirch 
his life and his courageous 
service by using his death to 
play politics.  You will become 
just like the Gold Star father 
who used his son’s death to 
help Hillary Clinton.  Can you 
even imagine how many Gold 
Star families would have liked 
to trash Obama?  I guess hun-
dreds, but they didn’t do it.  It 
would have been a disservice 
and dishonor to their loved 
ones who died fighting for 
our country.  Leave it alone.  
Please.  Your son is a hero.  
Let that be what he is remem-
bered for.  I salute him!

I have a plea to the makers 
of Monopoly:  I grew up on 
Monopoly and I love it.  Your 
efforts to modernize it are not 
appreciated.  Would you sup-
port casting out one of the 
Founding Fathers?  No, so 
why mess with the original 
Tokens.  First you let the pub-
lic eliminate the “iron.”  Next 
you let them eliminate the 
“thimble.”  Wake up – you are 
letting the “feminists” destroy 
the game. Doggie Smile!

I’ll end today with a little 
shout out to AT&T.   My old-
est son (USAF) just deployed 
to the Middle East.  In Decem-
ber he bought a new IPhone 7 
from an AT&T store on a two 
year contract.  In February he 
called AT&T to shut down his 
service on his phone for the 
next six months.  AT&T said 
okay and then informed him 
they would excuse the rest of 
his debt (approx. $700) on the 
new phone.  It’s a little known 
thing they do for our active 
duty warriors on deployments.  
Thanks AT&T!  Three Woofs 
for you.  WOOF! WOOF! 
WOOF!

May God Have Mercy On 
America!  JMH     

Politics & The Bible
Jim Modlish has been in  
ministry 50 years, pastor-
ing churches from upstate 
New York to Washington. 
He holds a doctorate in  
theology, but frequently 
states: “I have education, 
but I got over it.” 
Southern Colorado natives, 
Jim and his wife, Linda, happily returned to their 
home state in 2006. He is currently the founding 
pastor of Huerfano Community Bible Church in 

Walsenburg. Pastor Modlish believes the Bible is the greatest political science textbook on 
earth, and that all current events should be examined under the searchlight of Scripture. 

All Scripture taken from the King James Version.

From Pastor Jim
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As Jahn put it during com-
mittee testimony, “We 
actually have had people 
harming their animals so 
that they could actually get 
the drugs and painkillers 
for their animals, and then 
they’re taking them them-
selves.”

But notice the bill’s loose 
language: Even if someone 
brings in a perfectly happy 
and healthy pet for a rou-
tine check-up, the vet has 
the authority to look up the 
person’s medical records, if 
the vet thinks the person has 
ever abused any drug. Again, 
letting vets act as human 
doctors or social workers 
just isn’t appropriate.

What about the welfare of 
the pets? The bill likely 

would end up hurting some 
pets, because people with 
drug problems would be 
less likely to take their sick 
or injured animals to the vet 
for fear of getting tangled 
up with the authorities. Ap-
parently neither Jahn nor 
the veterinarians she says 
support the bill thought very 
hard about such likely unin-
tended consequences.

Regardless, there’s little 
reason to think that letting 
vets check human medical 
records would help them de-
termine if a pet has been in-
tentionally harmed. During 
testimony, one of the bill’s 
supporters referenced a 
Washington Post article. 
But that article does not 
indicate a widespread prob-
lem. Instead it states “it is 
not known how widespread 
the problem really is,” and it 
discusses one vet who “has 
not seen any instances of 

‘vet shopping’ at his clinic.” 
In the main case discussed 
in the article (from Ken-
tucky), the vet saw that a 
dog’s “cut looked sharp and 
clean,” as made by a knife.

Suspicious wounds, cou-
pled with a pet’s owner 
asking for drugs, might in-
deed tip off a vet to animal 
abuse. But vets already are 
empowered to report such 
suspected abuse to the au-
thorities. It is far more likely 
that the new bill will result 
in more animal suffering by 
discouraging vet visits than 
in better animal care due to 
snooping through owners’ 
medical records.

The bill also expands the 
powers of doctors to snoop 
through patients’ records. 
Current law says doctors 
can access the drug database 
only when “prescribing or 
considering prescribing any 

controlled substance.” The 
new bill would let doctors 
(and others who can pre-
scribe drugs, as well as their 
designees) look through the 
records of any current pa-
tient at will.

So, for example, if you go 
to an emergency clinic for 
strep throat, the bill says the 
doctor there, who isn’t your 
primary doctor and who has 
never seen you before, gets 
to check out your records in 
the Colorado Prescription 
Monitoring Program, when 
all you need are antibiotics. 
That’s crazy.

One concern mentioned 
during testimony is that doc-
tors need to be able to know 
what drugs you’re already 
on so they don’t prescribe 
other drugs that don’t mix 
well. But there’s already an 
obvious way for doctors to 
learn what drugs you’re tak-

ing: Ask you or your other 
doctors with your consent. 
This is only a problem when 
people lie to their doctors. 
But why should responsi-
ble people have to sacrifice 
more of their privacy  for 
the sake of drug abusers 
who lie to their doctors?

Finally, the new bill expands 
the ability of pharmacists, 
who know almost nothing 
about your interactions with 
your doctor, to access your 
records in the database. Cur-
rently, pharmacists can ac-
cess the records only when 
“dispensing a controlled 
substance.” The new bill 
says they can snoop in your 
records if they prescribe any 
drug, even antibiotics. But 
why should pharmacists 
have the power to snoop 
through your records and to 
second-guess your doctor’s 
advice?

Realistically, most people 
will not even notice whether 
SB17-146 passes. The im-
pact to most people would 
be minor and hidden. Still, 
the bill is yet one more 
step toward an all-seeing 
surveillance state. The bill 
violates patients’ rights to 
privacy for benefits that are 
tiny at best and that are off-
set, if not overwhelmed, by 
unintended harms. Jahn her-
self points to a key problem 
with the program when she 
points out that “an addict 
will do whatever it takes to 
get the drug that they need 
to get.”

Her bill won’t fix that.

Please see: http://com-
pletecolorado.com/
pagetwo/2017/02/23/
bill-would-let-veterinari-
ans-snoop-in-peoples-med-
ical-records/

VET SNOOP BILL 
from page 1

Board of County  
Commissioners (BOCC) 

February 28, 2017

—Westcliffe, CO

by Jax Bubis

The meeting started with 
the Pledge of Allegiance 

and Roll Call. Introductions 
of the public in attendance 
followed.  Commissioner  
Hood had several additions 
to the agenda.

The Board approved min-
utes from January 31,Feb-
ruary 17, and February 21, 
meetings.  

Commissioner Items
Mrs. Hood reported on 
elected officials emergency 
training last week.

Commissioner Printz re-
ported that the people in 
Wetmore are both thrilled 
and mad at the same time.  
They are mad that they 
didn’t get everything they 
want and they think the con-
tractors are going “pretty 

slow.”  He reported that the 
building looks good. Dis-
cussion ensued on the paint-
ing that will be done by the 
Wetmore residents and how 
the paint will be purchased.  
Mr. Printz stated that the 
Wetmore people are very 
happy to have the “finest 
building in Custer County.”

Comissioner Kattnig report-
ed meeting with the Forest 
Service and with Dennis 
Page (stage 3 Incident com-
mander on the Junkins fire) 
along with the OEM on both 
fire and flood mitigation.

Attorney Item
Regarding the long-standing 
lawsuit between Hamilton, 
Halpin and Custer County, 
Mr. Smith announced that 
the judge has dismissed the 
county from the lawsuit de-
spite Hamilton’s objections.  
He also stated for the record 
that his work in resolving 
this has not cost the county 
more money since he gets 
paid the same amount no 
matter how much time he 

puts in.  Mrs. Hood asked 
what the commissioners’ re-
sponsibility is with regards 
to Hamilton’s wish list pre-
sented in January.  Smith 
replied that this would be 
up to the commissioners.  
He also stated that in recent 
years, Road and Bridge had 
not been so much in the 
cattle guard business (one 
of Hamilton’s desires) but 
that if people wanted cattle 
guards, they paid for the in-
stallation.  

Mr. Kattnig stated that there 
isn’t much to maintain-
ing a cattle guard.  He also 
said that he’s confident that 
Hamilton will pay for instal-
lation of the requested cattle 
guards.  (The document that 
Hamilton gave the county in 
January requests the county 
pay for the cattle guards.)

 Mr. Printz gave Mr. Smith 
kudos for finally getting 
the county out of this issue 
that they perhaps should not 
have been involved in the 
first place.  

The Gateway to Success’s 
use of the Annex Building 
for continuing DUI classes 
was discussed and tabled to 
gather more information.  

Some questions have arisen 
from the RFP for the un-
derfunded courthouse proj-
ect.  One firm is requesting 
a working blueprint, and 
asking about surveying 
that may be needed and a 
geo-technical report.  This 
firm is also concerned that 
the $144K allotted for this 
planning project may not be 
enough.  Mr. Kattnig stat-
ed that, when they got the 
$144K for this planning, 
they had not planned on a 
courtroom in the basement.  
But he believes it is needed 
and also said that the bonus 
is that we’d get an elevator 
out of the deal.  The com-
missioners agreed that if 
surveys were needed, the 
county surveyor could be 
used.  Mrs. Hood will find 
out how much the geo-tech 
report will cost.  

Mrs. Hood brought up the 
need to review the plan-
ning and zoning policies, 
especially in light of the 
Dark Skies push for a coun-
ty-wide Dark Skies Reserve.  
Discussion followed re-
garding the way to proceed 
with this initiative.  Public 
meetings will be held af-
ter a public workshop (to 
be scheduled.)  It was con-
firmed that new construc-
tion would need to be Dark 
Skies compliant as would 
any replacement of cur-
rent outdoor lighting in the 
county.  Mr. Kattnig wants 
to avoid push-back from 
the ranchers by not going 
into public meetings with 
an ordinance but rather with 
talking points.  Mr. Smith 
will come up with talking 
points to be discussed at a 
future BOCC meeting. 

Mrs. Hood has three proj-
ects she would like to get 
Kit Shy, the county survey-
or, to work on.  Cooperative 
Law Enforcement Annual 
Cooperative Plan between 

the Forest Service and the 
Sheriff’s Department was 
signed.   

The vouchers were ap-
proved after Mr. Printz 
got clarification on the 
$4,281.80 spent on laptops 
for the commissioner.  This 
money was taken from the 
donation fund from Mrs. 
Hood.  Kattnig and Printz 
expressed their appreciation 
for the “courtesy donation”.

Reminder was given of up-
coming meetings and work-
shops. The meeting was re-
cessed until 2 p.m.  It was 
then reconvened and the 
Board went into executive 
session for interviews for 
the assistant road boss po-
sition.

When the Board recon-
vened, a motion was made 
to offer the position to Rog-
er Squire, who accepted the 
position.

The meeting was then ad-
journed by Mr. Kattnig with 
no motion or second.  

BOCC: County Out of Hamilton Lawsuit; Courthouse Project RFP,   
County-wide Dark Skies Ordinance?
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Agency, and the agencies that 
handle immigration and customs. 
Those agencies should either be 
returned to the departments they 
came from or be abolished. 

And, few would miss the Trans-
portation Security Administra-
tion — an agency that has never 
caught a single terrorist, but has 
smuggled at least $100 million 
worth of cocaine. 

Two: The EPA,  
$8.3 billion

It seems at least one member 
of Congress already beat me to 
this one, and a bill to “terminate 
the Environmental Protection 
Agency” was introduced on 
February 3, 2017. 

Created under Nixon in 1970, 
this agency largely exists today 
to push around small-time busi-
ness owners, entrepreneurs and 
mom-and-pop organizations that 
run afoul or some obscure feder-
al regulation. More recently, The 
EPA dumped three million gal-
lons of toxic sludge into a Colo-
rado River, poisoning the Navajo 
Nation’s watershed. Meanwhile, 
the agency is suing a city in Col-
orado because the city’s storm 
drains aren’t exactly right.  

Local property owners and lo-
cal governments already have a 
large incentive to avoid the de-
struction of rivers and air used 
by local communities. In the 
modern era of nature-based rec-
reation, destroying a mountain 
river — as the EPA has done — 
is an easy way to destroy the local 
economy. 

Moreover, most of the environ-
mental cleanup we attribute to 
federal regulation today was sim-
ply the result of growing wealth 
in the U.S. As Americans became 
wealthier, they began to value 
clean air and water more than the 
jobs associated with the “dirty” 
industries. Does anyone seriously 
believe that the Cuyahoga River 
would start catching on fire again 
without an EPA? It’s not going to 
happen.

Three: Department of the 
Interior, $14 billion

The most notorious agency with-
in the Department of the Interior 
is the Bureau of Indian Affairs 
(BIA). The BIA controls 55 mil-
lion acres of land which is — to 
use the darkly euphemistic term 
employed by the Feds — “held 
in trust” by the U.S. government. 
That means the Indian tribes 
can’t control their own land un-
less a bureaucrat at the Depart-
ment of the Interior says so. 

Given that the tribes should be 
totally independent of federal 
regulation, the BIA should be 
abolished immediately. Any re-
lations between the tribes and 
U.S. government should be han-
dled by the State Department, 
which is the appropriate place to 
deal with organizations that are 
supposed to be governed primar-
ily by treaties with the United 
States. 

The other main purpose of the 
Interior is the control of im-
mense amounts of “public 
lands” including national parks. 
The Department is unnecessary 
here as well, given that public 
land should be administered by 
the communities that are eco-
nomically dependent on those 
lands. Moreover, whether we 
like the idea of public lands or 
not, the chances of public lands 
being privatized — even after 
being made into state lands — is 
approximately zero. State parks, 
national forests and national 
parks are very popular with vot-
ers and moving them from feder-
al control to state control won’t 
change this.

Four: The Department of 
Agriculture, $153 billion

This is the most expensive of the 
Departments funded here — pri-
marily because the USDA over-

sees the Food Stamp program — 
now known as SNAP — which 
costs more than $70 billion. The 
reason the SNAP program is 
in the USDA is that SNAP has 
always largely been a subsidy 
program for farmers. One of its 
original selling points was that 
it would get people to buy more 
food. SNAP could be rolled into 
the Department of Health and 
Human Services this afternoon, 
and virtually no one would notice 
or care. The USDA bureaucracy 
simply adds more cost. 

That wouldn’t do anything to 
eliminate that $70 billion food 
stamp spending, of course. But it 
would make it much easier, polit-
ically speaking, to get rid of the 
remaining $80 billion of the US-
DA’s budget. 

The rest of the USDA is com-
posed of pork projects for farm-
ers, researchers and other cor-
porate interests that continually 
receive the taxpayer’s largesse. 

The USDA also administers its 
own affordable housing pro-
grams, even though several 
major programs for affordable 
housing already exist in the De-
partment of Housing and Urban 
Development.  

The Problem with Cabinet 
Level Agencies 

A lot of what we’ve discussed 
here falls short of totally abolish-
ing the government spending as-
sociated with these departments. 
These are all extremely mild 
reforms and mere baby steps to-
ward a more human-sized feder-
al government. 

But ending cabinet level sta-
tus for many of these agencies 
is a crucial first step in cutting 
these agencies down to size. It is 
likely not a coincidence that no 
cabinet-level agency, with the 
exception of the Postal Service, 
has ever lost its cabinet-level sta-
tus, and certainly none have ever 
been abolished. 

When a government agency is 
lifted to the cabinet level, it gains 
political prestige, permanence 
and direct access to the Presi-
dent. In other words, it makes 
that agency more easily able 
to lobby Congress, the White 
House and to fight budget cuts. 
The fact that abolishing the De-
partment of Education — without 
even abolishing all its programs — 
is now seen as some sort of wildly 
radical position — illustrates the 
power of the cabinet-level agency. 

Please see: https://mises.org/ 
blog/four-agencies-abolish- 
along-dept-education

FOUR AGENCIES
from page 19 

Market Your Neighborhood Grocery Store

Open 7:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m. Prices Good Through 50 Main Street
                                  7 Days a Week                                                          March 7, 2017 719/783-0550

Visit us online at  LOWESMARKET.COM  or on Facebook at  FACEBOOK.com/LowesSupermarkets

Lowe’s
Ice Cream

132 oz.

$399

2 FOR

 $100

Shur Fine
Chunk Light Tuna

In Water
5 oz. Can

 2 FOR

 $300 2 FOR

 $500

Shur Fine
Cooking Oils

48 oz.

$139
 lb.

Chicken
Breast Tenders

 2 Lbs. For

 $300

Fresh
Peaches or
Nectarines

Shur Fine
Granulated Sugar

4 lb.
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